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Albbbt H. Long, prominent attorney of Prairie du Chien, one time 
county judge of Crawford county, district attorney of the county for 
three successive terms, member of the Qeneral Assembly in the. session 
of 1911, and the incumbent of various other offices of a public nature, 
mpre or less important in their scope and nature, may well be reckoned 
among the leading professional men and citizens of his city and county. 
He comes of a family that has been identified with the fortunes of the 
state of Wisconsin since the pioneer days of 1844, and whose citizen- 
ship has been one of the highest order at all times. 

Bom on November 12, 1857, in Richland City, Richland county, 
Albert H. Long is the son of Samuel and Frances H. (Ballew) Long, 
natives of Indiana and Kentucky, respectively. Concerning Samuel 
Long, it is eminently proper that a somewhat extended mention be 
made of him in connection with the sketch of his son, whose name 
heads this review, for he filled a prominent place in the annals of the 
state in its early days. He was bom in Indiana when it was yet a 
territory, and moved thence to Illinois while that state was yet in its 
territorial state of existence, and when he came to Wisconsin in 1844, 
statehood had not yet been vouchsafed to her. He was one of the 
pioneers who blazed his way through the territory, in very truth. He* 
felled trees to effect an entrance into the regions he settled in, and 
the relation he bears to the state of Wisconsin in that respect is iden^ 
tical with that of Indiana and Illinois^ He may in all justice be said 
to have helped to lay the foundations of the three great common- 
wealths represented by these states in which his early and later yeara 
were passed. 

When Samuel Long came to Wisconsin in 1844 he located in Rich- 
land county, took up a homestead after the manner of the homeseeker 
and honest settler, and gave his undivided attention to hewing out a 
home for himself on his newly acquired land. All the hardship attend- 
ant upon settlement in a new and untouched region fell to his lot 
and to his family, but they were endured with all hardihood and in the 
finest spirit of optimism, and a fine state of prosperity came to be his 
in later years. He passed his life in Richland county, and the influ- 
ence of those early years will live forever in the county in which he 
made his home. Many of the characteristics of the Dutch people, 
from whom he came, were evidenced in his life, and his native thrift 
and sturdy honesty may well be traced to his ancestry. Hard work, 
perseverance and an indomitable courage were his strongest traits, 
and they played an important part in shaping the destinies not only 
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of himself and his immediate family, but of the people of the com- 
munities wherein he moved and carried on his operations all his life. 
He was the first tax collector of Richland county. A man of more 
than average education for his time, he gave some of his earlier years 
to teaching, and he was ever the friend of education and the advocate 
of better methods and more advanced ideas in the work of training 
the young. One of the last acts of his unusually useful life was to pur- 
chase a tract of land at Gotham, in Richland county, where was erected 
a large graded school building, and the same has been regarded as a 
monument to his progressive and public-spirited life. He was a Whig 
in early life, later embracing the doctrines of Republicanism, which 
faith he held as long as he lived. He was a devout member of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church, and ever a strong advocate of 
temperance. His death occurred in December, 1905, when he was 
eighty-nine years old, and though his active influence was thus removed 
from the community that had known him so long, his life and works 
will continue to have weight in Richland county as long as there are 
those who knew him, either directly or otherwise. 

Albert H. Long attended the district schools until he was four- 
teen years old, then entered Carroll College at Waukesha, Wiscon- 
sin. When he was sixteen years old he passed his examinations, and 
in the spring of 1878 he entered the sub-freshman class at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. He was graduated with the class of 1885 with 
'the degree of LL. B. and was later appointed to fill a vacancy in the 
office of Superintendent of Schools in Richland county. He finished 
x>ut the unexpired term, then was elected to the office in the fall of 
1886. In 1888 he entered the' law department of the University of 
Wisconsin, receiving his A. B. degree with the class of 1889. Soon 
thereafter he located at Omaha, Nebraska, where he continued for a 
short time in the practice of his profession and then returned to Wis- 
consin. In 1892 he located in Crawford county, and since that time 
has here been engaged in professional activities. In 1892, soon after 
his return to his native state and county, he was elected district attor- 
ney of Crawford county, in which office he served three successive 
terms, acquitting himself in the most creditable manner and in every 
way justifying the people in their continued choice of him for the 
office. In the spring of 1909 he was elected county judge, in which 
office he served until March 14, 1912, when he resigned. In 1910 he 
was chosen to represent his district in the General Assembly, serving 
in the regular session of 1911 and in the special session of 1912, and 
taking his place as one of the leading progressive members of the 
assembly. He served on the Committee on Conservation, Vocational 
Education and the Judiciary, and was appointed as one of the five 
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members of the legislature to represent the state of Wisconsin in the 
attempted settlement of the boundary line dispute between the states 
of Wisconsin and Minnesota. He was a member of the Educational 
Committee known as the Committee of Fifteen and like his father, he 
has all his life been the ardent champion of higher education. A. 
man of strong civic pride, he has never withheld his support and influ- 
ence from any measure proposed for the betterment of conditions in 
his home community, and may at all times be depended upon to bear 
his full share of the burden of civic responsibility. 

Mr. Long has for some years given a goodly share of his time and 
attention to the business of agriculture, and in addition to general 
farming, has been extensively engaged in dairy farming. In 1902 
and 1903 he served as Deputy Commissioner of Labor, and has served 
in other appointments of a similar nature. 

Mr. Long has been twice married. His first marriage took place 
on March 16, 1892, at Boscobel, Wisconsin, to Miss Norma Law- 
rence, a daughter of Daniel R. and Helen Lawrence. She was a gradu- 
ate of the law department of the University of Wisconsin in the class 
of 1891, and she died in April, 1904. Mr. Long was married on 
August 17, 1909, in Prairie du Chien, to Miss Pearl M. Deitrich, a 
daughter of L. J. and A. D. Dietrich. She was a student in the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin law department in 1897-8. To them three chil- 
dren have been bom, all of whom are living, as follows : Francis A., 
bom January 28, 1900 ; Catherine E., born July 23, 1903, and Herndon 
Hale, bom January 20, 1905. 

A. J. McGiLVBAY was born in Renfrew county, Ontario, Canada, on 
January 12, 1851, a 3on of Alexander and Catherine (Rankin) McGil- 
vray. The father was bom in Scotland in 1802 and his death occurred 
in 1877. The mother was born in Nova Scotia in 1803 and passed away 
in 1875, the mother of five children, three of whom are still living. The 
father was two years of age when his parents immigrated to Nova Scotia 
in 1804, and he received his education in that eastern province of Can- 
ada and on attaining maturity became identified with the lumber busi- 
ness in that section. In 1851 he located in Trempealeau county, Wis- 
consin, where he continued in the quiet pursuits of agriculture up to his 
death. During his early years as a citizen of the United States he was 
a Whig and subsequently a Republican. 

Mr. A. J. McGilvray; who was the fourth child in the family of his 
parents, attained his early education in the common schools, and began 
his career rafting logs and lumber along the Mississippi river, and was 
also engaged in logging operations in Chippewa county for several years. 
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Then in 1874 he located in Chippewa Falls, and opened a real estate 
and general land office. His name has been associated with this business 
ever since, and through the medium of his management have been trans- 
acted many of the largest deals in land anl real estate in this section of 
the state. Fraternally he is affiliated with Chippewa Falls Lodge, No. . 
176, A. F. & A. M. ; Chippewa Chapter, No. 46, R. A. M. ; Tancred Com- 
mandery. No. 27, K. T. j the Wisconsin Consistory of the thirty-second 
degree of Scottish Rite. In politics Mr. McGilvray is a Democrat and 
he was married October 22, 1883, to Miss Lillian Ridell. 

Hbnby Hasnisohfboeb. a little more than thirty years ago Henry 
Harnischfeger identified himself with the city of Milwaukee as a fore- 
man in one of the local manufacturing concerns. He was one of the men 
whose prospects are never limited by his immediate employment. A few 
years later he became the junior partner in the firm of Pawling & Har- 
nischfeger, and from that time forward was closely identified with the 
upbuilding and extension of what has become one of the important 
industrial enterprises of the city of Milwaukee. Mr. Harnischfeger is 
the principal owner of the Pawling & Harnischfeger Company, manu- 
facturers of traveling cranes. He is presideiit and treasurer of the com- 
pany, and through his own ability and well directed efforts has risen to 
a secure place as a representative business man and infiuential citizen 
of the principal commercial center of Wisconsin. Whether as a work- 
man or as a manufacturer, he has always taken great pride in his work, 
has used every means to perfect his output, and has possessed the cour- 
age, abilily and determination so necessary in the conduct of any indus- 
trial establishment. 

Henry Harnischfeger was bom at Salmuender*, Germany, a son of 
Konstantin and Christina (Adrian) Harnischfeger. Both parents spent 
all their lives in their native land, where the father was bom in 1817, 
and the mother in 1818. The father was proprietor of a tanning busi- 
ness and conducted it for many years. He died in 1889. A man of 
sterling character and marked business acumen, he enjoyed the high 
regard of his fellow citizens, and much of his enterprise and thrift were 
inherited by his son. 

To the excellent schools of his native land, Henry Harnischfeger was 
indebted for his early education, and while at home he also gained the 
preliminary experience in business which fitted him for his successful 
ventures in the new world. In 1872, he left home and fatherland, and 
set out for the United States. Along with his ambition to gain a fortune, 
he possessed the self-reliance and good judgment which have always 
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been the requisite qualities in a commercial career. Arriving at the port 
of New York City on the 9th of April, he soon found employment with 
the Singer Sewing Machine Company, in that city. With that concern 
he was employed for nine years, and then in 1881 came to Milwaukee. 
In the milling department of the White Hill Sewing Machine Company, 
he found a place as foreman, but his capacity and energy did not allow 
him to remain long in that position. In the following year he formed 
the acquaintance of Alonzo Pawling, who was a pattern maker with the 
same company. In 1883 Mr. Pawling became associated with Mauritz 
Weiss in the establishment of a machine and pattern shop, and Pawling 
& Weiss continued that establishment until the spring of 1884. The 
partnership was then dissolved, and in the fall of the same year Mr. 
Hamischfeger took over the interests formerly controlled by Mr. Weiss. 
Thus originated the firm of Pawling & Hamischfeger, which in a short 
time had built up a flourishing business. Both partners were not only 
experts in their respective lines of manufacture, but possessed much 
ability as business builders, and the rapid expansion of their business 
resulted in almost an annual enlargement of shop and field of operation. 
In 1889, they directed their chief attention to the manufacturing of trav- 
eling cranes. From a modest beginning the shops grew to large propor- 
tions, and the products have always maintained the highest order of excel- 
lence. For many years the firm name has been the best guarantee of 
products and has done more than any other means of exploitation to 
extend the patronage. The Pawling & Hamischfeger Company was 
incorporated in 1910, and its business almost entirely confined to the 
making of traveling cranes. The ample and well equipped plant of the 
company is situated in the southwestern section of the city, and employ- 
ment is afforded to a large force of competent artisans and mechanics. 
In 1911 Mr. Hamischfeger bought his partner's interest, and has since 
continued the enterprise according to the most progressive policies, and 
with marked business judgment. 

Mr. Hamischfeger has been tried in the school of practical experience 
and has never been found wanting in mastery of expedients, in meet- 
ing business contingencies, and in proving himself a steadfast, reliable 
and honorable man of affairs. When he arrived in America a young 
man he was deficient in many matters of experience and knowledge, and 
much of his later success was due to the fact that while he lived in New 
York he attended evening school, and laid a good foundation, not only 
for business affairs, but also with a knowledge of the languages and 
customs of his adopted country. He has been steadfast and loyal Amer- 
ican, and has given his name a standing among the best in his home city. 
He is exceedingly appreciative of the advantages and attractions of the 
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city and state in which he has made his business success, and is liberal 
and public spirited in his civic attitude. In politics he is not dominated 
by partisanship, but gives his support to the men and measures meeting 
the approval of his judgment. In his religious views he is liberal and 
tolerant, and his genial ways and kindliness have gained for him a wide 
circle of friends in both business and social circles. 

Mr. Harnischfeger is a member of the Deutscher Club of Milwaukee, 
and also belongs to the Milwaukee Musical Society, the West Side Turn 
Verein, the Milwaukee Maennerchor, the Merchants' & Manufacturers' 
Association, one of the strong and influential business associations of the 
city, the Wisconsin Natural History Society, the German Theatre Com- 
pany of Milwaukee, the Associated Charities of Milwaukee. His interest 
has been especially keen in educational affairs, and his influence has been 
effective in promoting . fhe work of the admirable teachers' seminary 
maintained in connection with the German-English Academy, one of 
the old and important educational institutions of Milwaukee. 

The Pawling & Harnischfeger Company, of which he is president and 
treasurer, has as its other executive oflScers the following well known 
business men: Arthur G. Henricks, vice president; Otto E. Ruemelin, 
second vice president; and Samuel H. Squier, secretary. The company's 
business extends into all sections of the Union and branch oflSces are 
maintained in the cities of New York, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
St. Louis, San Francisco, Denver, New Orleans, and Portland, Oregon. 

On the 30th of August, 1892, Mr. Harnischfeger married Miss Marie 
Kauwertz, a daughter of Frederick and Marie (Geyer) Kauwertz of 
Milwaukee, and a granddaughter of the late Rev. Geyer, who was one 
of the honored clergymen and pioneers of the Lutheran Church in Wis- 
consin. Mr. and Mrs. Harnischfeger became the parents of four chil- 
dren, of whom two are living : Freda and Walter, both of whom live at 
home. 

Theo J. Roth. It is one of the most encouraging facts that can exist 
that no unsurmountable walls of fixed custom, no impassable barriers 
of caste or class, prevent the enterprising American youth from work- 
ing his way upward from lowly surroundings to positions of responsi- 
bility and prominence in the business world, and the career of Theo J. 
Roth is an exemplification of the opportunities here offered to those who 
have the wish and the will to do. He started out in life on his own 
account at an early age, content to start at the lowest rung of the lad- 
der, up which he has steadfastly workeU his way until today he is at the 
head of the great fixm of Roth Brothers Company, of Superior, and is 
accounted one of his city's most prominent business citizens. Theo J. 
Roth was born at New Lisbon, Juneau county, Wisconsin, ^lay 10, 
1864, and is a son of Alois and Frances (Schliessraan) Roth. His father 
was born in Kaaden, Austria, in 1830, and in young manhood came to 
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the United States, settling first in Portage, Wisconsin, where he 
embarked in a modest way in a mercantile business. Later, extending his 
operations, he went to Winona, Minnesota, but subsequently returned to 
New Lisbon, Wisconsin, where the remainder of his life was passed, his 
death occurring in 1872, when he was but forty-two years old. He mar- 
ried Frances Schliessman, who was bom in Hessen Darmstadt, Germany, 
and she still survives him, as do two of their five children : Alois A. and 
Theo J. Mr. Roth was a Democrat in politics, but never thought of 
entering the political arena, his entire life being devoted to his home and 
business affairs. Possessing the German characteristics of industry, 
thrift and absolute integrity in all of* his dealings, he made sincere 
friends in whatever locality he found himself, and his death was mourned 
by a wide circle of acquaintances. Although he died when in the prime 
of life, he was able to leave his family the priceless heritage of an honored 
name and to his sons a business ability that has aided them greatly in 
attaining their present prestige. 

Theo J. Roth gained his education in the public schools of New 
Lisbon, and in 1880, when a lad of sixteen years, left his Wisconsin 
home and went to Bon Homme, South Dakota, where he secured employ- 
ment as a clerk in a general merchandise store. There he continued for 
two and one-half years, gaining valuable experience, and at the end 
of that period went to Tindall, South Dakota, and now the county seat. 
After something like two years spent at Tindall, South Dakota, Mr. 
Roth was joined by his brother, Alois A. Roth, and they went to Wis- 
sington Springs, in that state, where they established themselves in busi- 
ness as the proprietors of a mercantile business. This enterprise, started 
in a humble way, grew rapidly, and the brothers were encouraged to 
open a similar store at Alpena, and for some time conducted both estab- 
lishments. Thus equipped with experience, and somewhat bettered as 
to capital, they disposed of the South Dakota stores, and came to Supe- 
rior, here establishing what has since become the largest business of its 
kind in Superior. A three-story building, modern in every detail, con- 
tains an up-to-date stock of goods that to be appreciated must be seen. 
The basement is given over to wall paper, mouldings, paints, brushes 
and similar articles ; on the first floor are to be found dry goods, jewelry, 
drugs, stationer>% shoes, leather goods and gents' furnishings, as well as 
a modem refreshment room ; the second floor contains suits, cloaks, mil- 
linery, carpets, rugs and draperies, and the art department; and on 
the third floor may be found a complete line of china, cut glass, novelties, 
lamps, bar goods, stone, tin and granite-ware, woodenware, toys, trunks, 
reed furniture and mill-ends, and the remnant department. Mr. Roth, 
who is president of the company, possesses every essential for the capable 
management of this great industry. He is a man of great sagacity, is 
rarely mistaken in men and his judgment of things, foresees with great 
clearness future possibilities and determines with a high degree of accu- 
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racy the outcome of present action. In all business transactions he has 
manifested scrupulous integ^^ty and gentlemanly demeanor, and he is 
a liberal donor to all enterprises calculated to advance the interests of 
the city or for the public welfare. 

On January 12, 1893, Mr. Roth was married to Miss Emma Bierbauer, 
who was born in New liisbon, Wisconsin, and three daughters have been 
born to this union : Eda, BVances and Elsa. Mr. Roth is a valued member 
of the local lodges of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and in his political views is 
independent. 

Ferd. Epfinger. One of the oldest business institutions of the city 
of Baraboo is the Effinger Brewing Company. It has for nearly thirty 
years been producing a high grade of malt products, and along with 
the growing popularity of its brews, the capacity of the plant has 
increased tenfold. Mr. Effinger, president of the company, is an 
expert brewer and maltster, having acquired his art in the old coun- 
try, and he has been a resident of Wisconsin since 1880. 

Ferd. Effinger was born August 3, 1848, in Dottem-Hausen, King- 
dom of Wurttemberg, Germany, a son of Joseph and G. (Veronieka) 
Effinger. His youth was spent in his native land, where he was edu- 
cated, assisted his father in the cooperage business and served a 
thorough apprenticeship in the brewing and malting trade. He also 
served for three years in the German army, the years from 1869 to 1872 
having been spent in the service, and was a participant in nine bat- 
tles in the Franco-Prussian war as a member of the First Cavalry. 
After receiving an honorable release from the army he left for Eng- 
land in March, 1873, was employed there in a brewery for one year 
and then came alone to America in 1874. His first location was in a 
sugar barrel factory located in a suburb of New York, and after 
working as cooper for a year and a half, the plant was destroyed by fire. 
He then located in New York city, where he worked as a brewer and 
maltster from then until the fall of 1879. In the latter part of that 
year Wisconsin became his home, and at Baraboo his services were 
employed by the Bender Brewing Company for a year and a half. 
He then leased the brewery from Mr. Bender, and operated it success- 
fully for two and a half years, until the plant was destroyed by fire. 
In the meantime Mr. Effinger took the position of local agent for the 
Blatz Brewing Company of Milwaukee in that city, but he remained 
there only one year. His successful experience had gained to him the 
confidence of business men, and his own capital enabled him to star.t 
on an independent enterprise. In 1885 Mr. Effinger built at Baraboo 
along side of the tracks of the Chicago and Northwestern Railway, 
the present brewing plant. The foundation dimensions of the brewery 
are fifty-six by one hundred and seven feet, and it is two stories high 
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in front and three stories in the rear. BVom the beginning of opera- 
tions in 1885, the manufacture of beer has been increased from a capac- 
ity of seven hundred barrels a year to seven thousand barrels in a 
similar period. Many improvements have been introduced since the 
beginning of operations and its modem equipment supplies facilities 
for the production of the finest quality of beer. In bulk and bottled 
brands, this beer is now distributed over a large territory, is found on 
sale in the larger cities of the state, and is the most popular brew in 
Sauk county. In 1911 the business was incorporated under the name 
of P. Eflanger Brewing Company, of which Perd. Effinger is president. 
The active management of the concern is now in the hands of Mr. 
EflSnger's son Fred. 

Mr. EflBnger is the father of five children, namely : Bertha, born 
November 22, 1881 ; Martha, bom May 17, 1883 ; Lillie, bom December 
16, 1884; Pred, bom December 15, 1886; and Perd., bom October 19, 
1888. All the daughters are married except Martha. Mr. Eflanger is a 
communicant of the Catholic church, an independent in politics, and 
during his long residence in Baraboo has manifested the best qualities 
of public spirited citizenship. The growth and development of the 
city have always been a matter of pride with him, and he has done 
his full share in promoting the welfare of the community. He has 
occupied the oflSce of supervisor of the city of Baraboo for six years, 
served as alderman for six years, and was a member of the water com- 
mission board of the city for nine years. 

Judge Edward Cronon. Prominent on the list of LaCrosse's hon- 
ored citizens appears the name of Edward Cronon, police judge, a man 
whose strength has been the strength of high purpose, of stalwart con- 
victions and honorable manhood. The seventy-seven years that have been 
allotted to him have been fraught with honorable service to his country, 
both in times of peace and times of .war, with conscientious devotion to 
the highest ideals of a respected profession, and no less with good deeds 
and kindly actions. He has lived to realize many of the joys as well as 
the sorrows of life, and in the wise use of the experience which has come 
to him has developed a character worthy of emulation, regard and admi- 
ration. Judge Cronon was bom October 17, 1836, at Schaghticoke, Rens- 
selaer county. New York, and is a son of James and Honora (Conner) 
Cronon, natives of Ireland. His father came to New York State in 1829, 
and in 1855 made removal to Wisconsin, where his death occurred in 
1857, in LaCrosse, his widow following him to the grave in 1874. Of the 
five children in the family, Edward is the only survivor. 

The educational advantages of Edward Cronon terminated when 
he was a lad of twelve years, at which time he was taken from school to 
assist his father in the support of the family, but being ambitious and 
industrious, the youth persevered in his studies during his leisure time. 
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and eventually qualified to teach school. He also worked at various 
other occupations, no chance to earn an honest dollar being passed 
by, and in addition to working as a tinner was engaged for some time in 
rafting and steamboating on the Mississippi river, going south in the 
fall and returning to Wisconsin in the spring. He was in the south in 
1861 when the Civil war was opened by the firing on Fort Sumter, and 
he at once returned to his northern home, where, at LaCrosse, on Septem- 
ber 19th, 1861, he enlisted in Company I, Eighth Regiment, Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry, the famous ** Eagle *' regiment. His brother David 
enlisted on the same day, same company and regiment. He served until 
the close of the war. Subsequently this detachment participated in the 
Missouri campaign, and in addition to a number of severe skirmishes 
took part in the battles of New Madrid, Island No. 10, Farmington, Cor- 
inth, Bumesville and luka. On the third and fourth days of the battle 
of Corinth Judge Cronon's regiment was under the command of Gen- 
eral Rosecrans, and on the third of October Judge Cronon was wounded 
in the right arm, below the elbow, which necessitated the amputation of 
that member. Receiving his honorable discharge on account of disability, 
November 24th, 1862, Judge Cronon returned to LaCrosse, where he 
resumed the vocation of school teaching. After spending fifteen years 
as an educator. Judge Cronon entered public life, being appointed deputy 
collector in the Internal Revenue Department, a position which he held 
for four years, and following this served as constable for several years 
and as coroner of LaCrosse county for a like period. In 1909 he was 
elected police justice of the city of LaCrosse, for a term of two years, 
and in 1911 received the re-election to that office of which he is the pres- 
ent incumbent. He is giving his city the same faithful service that 
marked his actions when he wore the uniform of his country, and every- 
where he is known as a wise, impartial and dignified official. 

On January 9, 1877, Judge Cronon was married at LaCrosse, to Miss 
Anna A. Mellor, daughter of James and Mary (Bradbury) Mellor, both 
natives of England. Mr. Mellor, who belonged to the same regiment 
as Judge Cronon, was killed in the battle of Nashville, Tennessee. Seven 
children have been bom to Judge and Mrs. Cronon, of whom five sur- 
vive : Alice H. ; Daisy, who married George F. Cady and resides in Min- 
nesota ; Anna M., who is a stenographer ; Edward D., who is a draughts- 
man for Mr. Bentley, a LaCrosse architect; and Eleanor, the youngest^ 
who is now attending the LaCrosse High School. 

Judge Cronon was the organizer of the first Grand Army of the 
Republic post to be started in LaCrosse, and at this time is a member 
of Wilson Caldwell Post No. 38. He also holds membership in the 
Knights of Pythias, in which he has numerous warm friends. His polit- 
ical support has ever been given to the Republican party, and with his 
family, he attends the Presbyterian Church. 
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James H. Stover. In the following paragraphs are contained the 
essential facts in the genealogy and personal career of one of Milwaukee 's 
ablest and best known lawyers, who has been in practice in Milwaukee 
for more than twenty years, and is the present circuit court commissioner 
for Milwaukee county. Mr. Stover has had, as the following paragraphs 
reveal, a varied and interesting career, including much experience both 
as a miner and minister of the gospel in the west during the early days. 
James H. Stover was born in Crawfordsville, Montgomery county, 
Indiana, March 17, 1849, a son of Daniel Gary and Frances Macey (Har- 
ney) Stover. The first American ancestor bearing the name of Stover 
was William Stover, born at Berne, Switzerland, in 1725, and who died 
in Pennsylvania in 1795. He was the bishop of the German Baptist 
Brethren, who organized the church of that denomination at Antietam, 
Pennsylvania, in 1752. This church located in the famous Conococheaque 
country, extended over a large territory, and was a midway point for 
emigration from eastern Pennsylvania to Virginia and the west. It was 
the scene of many Indian depredations during the French and Indian 
wars and during the Revolution. 

A son of Bishop William Stover was Dr. George Stover, who mar- 
ried Catherine Price, whose grandmother was a Delaware Indian, and 
whose grandfather, John Price, was the son of Johannis Priesz, who had 
been a Disciple of the Brethren in Germany with Alexander Mack, and 
had traveled through Germany from Crefelt to Marienbom, proclaiming 
the gospel. He came to Pennsylvania in 1719, and settled on a large 
tract of land on India Creek in Lower Salford Township, Montgomery 
county, Pennsylvania. 

Daniel Carey Stover was born in Virginia in 1822, and died in 
Indiana in 1901. He had come to Indiana with his parents in 1832. 
His mother was Anna Bader, of Boanoke, Virginia. She was the mother 
of twelve children, five of whom are alive in 1913, and each over eighty 
years of age, one being ninety-six. Daniel C. Stover married Frances 
Macey Harney, who was born in Kentucky in 1829, and died in Indiana 
in 1862. She was the daughter of Gilbert Tennant and Charlotte (Kyle) 
Harney. Gilbert Tennant Harney was a pioneer preacher in Kentucky, 
and Indiana in the early settlement of these states and became eminent 
in Indiana as an organizer of Christian churches in the central part of 
that state. He died by accident in 1846. Charlotte Kyle died in 1842. 
Mrs. Harney's great-grandfather, Jonathan Harney, was a Bevolu- 
tionary soldier, serving as first lieutenant in Colonel Hazlitt's regiment 
(First Deleware) called **The Blue Hen's Chickens." He was wounded 
at Battle of Long Island, August 26, 1776, taken prisoner and died. 
Mr. Stover's great-grandfather was Selby Harney, who, with his moth- 
er's family, settled in Bourbon county, Kentucky, about 1785. His great- 
grandmother was Hannah Hopkins who was a member of the famom 
Hopkins family of Kentucky. They both died of meningitis in 1816, 



Digitized by 



Google 



2150 HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 

leaving a large family of boys and girls, all of whom became eminent 
in their spheres in Kentucky and Indiana. Members of the family of 
Francis Macey Harney who have achieved prominence are John ^lilton 
Harney, poet; Judge Benjamin Mills, law partner of Henry Clay; Gen- 
eral William Selby Harney, of the United States Army. John Hopkins 
Harney, founder and for many years editor of the Louisville Democrat; 
and William Wallace Harney, writer. 

Daniel C. Stover attended Wabash College in Indiana, and was a 
student of law in Indiana University, being granted the degree of TJi. 
B. in 1847. He practiced his profession in Indiana, was elected state's 
attorney for Montgomery county and was a member of the legislature in 
1852 and 1855. With Robert Dale Owen and James S. Hester, he consti- 
tuted the committee which revised the statutes so as to conform them to 
the constitution of 1852. In 1857 he was elected state agent of Indiana 
and managed in New York the suspended state debt until 1862. 

James H. Stover, son of this prominent Indianian, spent much time 
with his father in New York, where he gained part of his education, sup- 
plementing his schooling in Indiana. His parents in 1852 had established 
their home in Indiana known as Walnut Bidge, a big house in a big 
grove of Walnut trees. There hospitality reigned, the doors were always 
opened, and thither came the Virginia and Kentucky kinsmen and many 
other guests. After his public schooling he was a student at Transyl- 
vania University at Lexington, Kentucky, during 1865-69, taking the 
ancient classical course and giving much time to the study of the bible 
under such teachers as Robert Milligan, James S. Patterson, Professors 
Neville, White and McGarvey. During his college career he was a 
classmate of Speaker Champ Clark, Dr. Virgil P. Gibney of New York, 
Professor William B. Smith, Tulane University, James Lane Allen, the 
noted Kentuckian author, Ex-Governor Benton McMillan, of Tennessee, 
and Senator Marcus A. Smith of Arizona. 

On leaving college he entered the ministry of the Disciples of Christ, 
and preached at Carlisle, Kentucky, two years, and in Iowa, Indiana and 
Colorado. He and other members of his family were largely interested 
in the Hahns Peak and Purdy Mines, located at what is now Routt 
county, in Colorado. Mr. Stover has written of pioneer days in that sec- 
tion of Colorado for the Colorado Historical Society. 

In 1874 with his father he engaged in the mining business in Colo- 
rado. Mr. Stover and his brother, Berty G. Stover, whose life haa been 
written by Chaplain G. C. Mullins, U. S. A., in the book **My Life is an 
Open Book,'* were instrumental in organizing and preached for churches 
in Colorado at Denver, Golden, Central City, Boulder, and in many min- 
ing camps in both Colorado and Wyoming. They organized and com- 
pleted one of the first abstracts of the titles of real estate in the city of 
Denver and County of Arapahoe. 

In later years Mr. Stover took up life insurance work in Wisconsin, 
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and in the meantime carried on his studies in law. He was admitted to 
practice in 1892, and has been engaged in legal work ever since. He was 
first a member of the firm of Bell, Brazee & Stover, and later in partner- 
ship with his sons, and at this date the firm consists of James H. Stover, 
Paul Stover, John S. Stover, Daniel Stover and Harney B. Stover. Since 
1910 he has been Circuit Court Commissioner for Milwaukee county. 

In 1876 Mr. Stover married Belle Dunning Spoor, a daughter of John 
Sanger Spoor, a pioneer farmer of Walworth county, Wisconsin. Her 
ancestor, Jan Wybesse Van Harlingen Spoor, came from Priesland and 
acquired land in the Catskills in 1662. Mr. and Mrs. Stover have four 
sons and three daughters, two sons being graduates of Wisconsin Uni- 
versity and two of the University of Michigan. All are in partnership 
with their father, under the name of Stover & Stover. 

Mr. Stover has membership in the Sons of the American Revolution, 
being historian of the local chapter. He became a member of the 
Disciples of Christ in 1863, and has always believed in the liberal teach- 
ings of that religious fellowship. He was made an Odd Fellow in 1871 
at DeWitt, lowaj a Knight of Pythias in 1872 at Paris, Kentucky; and 
a Royal Arch Mason in 1873 at Carlisle, Kentucky. 

Mr. Stover's interest and enthusiasm in historical research has led 
him to collect documents and he has written arguments in support of 
the claims of James Rumsey as the first inventor of the steamboat. 
James Rumsey was a kinsman of Mr. Stover, and the claims for his 
original invention are based upon the trial run of his steamboat on the 
Potomac River in 1783. 

Mr. Stover has always been a lover of the outdoor life, hunting and 
fishing. In his youth he shot antelope on the plains, and now has a log 
cabin in the pine woods of northern Wisconsin, where, with his family, 
he spends three months in the summer. 

Godfrey WmLiAM Augustyn. Assistant cashier of the National 
Exchange Bank of Milwaukee, an institution with which he has been 
identified for nearly a quarter of a century, and elected, on the 1st 
of July, 1913, to the presidency of the Milwaukee board of education, 
a body, of which he was first made a member in 1899, (Jodfrey W. 
Augustyn is one of the loyal and progressive citizens of the Wiscon- 
sin metropolis, where his circle of friends is coincident with that of 
his acquaintances, and he is specially entitled to specific recognition 
in this publication. 

Mr. Augustyn was born in Milwaukee on the 3d of January, 1872, 
and is a son of Jacob Van Arkel Augustyn and Sylvia (Kxueger) Augus- 
tyn, both of whom were born and reared in the Netherlands, where 
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their marriage was solemnized and whence they immigrated to America 
in 1867, numbering themselves among the sterling citizens of Milwau- 
kee, where they passed the residue of their lives and where the father 
was long engaged in active business. He whose name initiates this 
article was afforded the advantages of the public schools of Milwaukee 
and in the same was graduated in 1887, and, as he himself has succinctly 
stated the case, his greatest ambition after leaving school was **to 
make a living." In 1887 he began work in the real-estate office of John 
S. Ricker and William P. McLaren, and for several years he devoted 
much attention to the study of law, with the intention of entering the 
legal profession. He was deflected from this course, however, as he 
assumed, on the 18th of January, 1890, a position with the National 
Exchange Bank, with which he has been continuously identified to the 
present time and in which fidelity and ability have gained to him 
advancement through the various departments to his present responsible 
office, that of assistant cashier, to which he was promoted from that of 
paying teller on the 30th of June, 1913, as previously intimated in this 
context. 

As a youth he was an active member of two of the foremost debating 
organizations of Milwaukee — ^the Senate, composed principally of young 
men residing on the north side of the city, and the Forum, comprising 
the leading young lawyers and business men of Milwaukee. He has 
shown a loyal and vital concern in educational, political and civic 
affairs and has been able to render yeoman service in behalf of the cause 
of the Republican party, with which he has been identified from the time 
of attaining to his legal majority and as a representative of which he 
was very active in the McKinley sound-money campaign. On the 2d 
of May, 1899, Mr. Augustyn was appointed a director on the Milwaukee 
school board, and on the 1st of May of the following year he was 
elected president of the board. He was but twenty-eight years of §ge 
at the time and was the youngest man who has held that office in the 
entire history of educational affairs in Milwaukee. He served as presi- 
dent for one year, and continued as a member of the board until 1905, 
when he was legislated out of office. The law was held illegal, how- 
ever, and in April, 1909, he was again elected. His recent election 
to the presidency of the board came in the same week that recorded 
his advancement to the position of assistant cashier of the National 
Exchange Bank. From May, 1900, to May, 1901, and from July, 1913, 
to July, 1914, Mr. Augustyn was a member of the board of trustees 
of the Milwaukee public library and museum, and from 1889 to 1892 
he served as a member of the Third Regiment of the Wisconsin National 
Guard. He is affiliated with La Fayette Lodge, No. 265, Free & 
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Accepted Masons, is identified with the City Club, and both he and his 
wife are members of the Dutch Reformed church in Milwaukee. 

On the 8th of May, 1894, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Augus- 
tyn to Miss Catharine DeBlaey, of Oostburg, Sheboygan county, Wis- 
consin, and they have four daughters — Dorothy, Margaret, Antoinette 
and Ruth. 

John S. Kaney. To have gained definite prestige as one of the rep- 
resentative members of the bar of the city of Milwaukee implies dis- 
tinct ability and sterling character, and such precedence indicates the 
status of Mr. Kaney, who here controls a substantial practice and who 
as a lawyer and loyal citizen 4ias honored his native state. 

Mr. Kaney was born in the town of Washington, Sauk county, Wis- 
consin, on the 5th of December, 1869, and is a son of Patrick and Rose 
(Croal) Kaney, both of whom were born in Ireland and the marriage of 
whom was solemnized at Whitewater, Wisconsin, Mrs. Kaney having 
come to America with her parents when she was a girl and Patrick 
Kaney having immigrated to the United States in company with his 
brother James. Mr. and Mrs. Kaney were born in the same county in 
Ireland, the historic old County Leitrim, but their acquaintanceship 
was formed after they came to America. Patrick Kaney had been 
reared as a farmer in his native land and did not forsake the great basic 
industry after he came to America. He first found employment in the 
state of New York and in 1854 he made his initial visit to Sauk county, 
Wisconsin, where he established his home in the following year. There 
he entered claim to one hundred and twenty acres of government land 
and he endured to the full the hardships and privations that fell to the 
lot of the average pioneer in a semi-wilderness. He reclaimed his farm 
to cultivation and became one of the substantial and honored citizens of 
Sauk county. About two years prior to his death Patrick Kaney sold 
the old homestead which had long been his place of abode, and he and his 
wife passed the declining years of their lives in the home of their son, 
Joseph, in Richland county, a few miles from where the devoted wife 
and mother died at the age of seventy-eight years and where the father 
lived .to attain the patriarchal age of ninety-two years, though his death, 
on the 21st of October, 1901, preceded that of his wife, who was sum- 
moned to the life eternal on the 26th of December, 1908. They became 
the parents of four sons and four daughters and all of the daughters are 
Sisters of Charity — ^noble exponents of the religious faith in which they 
were carefully reared. James F., eldest of the four sons, is the owner of 
and resides upon a well improved farm near Lyndon, Juneau county; 
Hannah is a sister in the Order of St. Vincent de Paul, in New York 
city ; Catherine is a sister at Mount St. Vincent, New York ; Patrick H. 

is a resident of Wagner, South Dakota; Rose is a Sister of Charity at 
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Port Jarvis, New York ; Joseph M. is a retired farmer, residing at Rich- 
land Center, Wisconsin ; John S., of this review, was the next in order 
of birth ; and Nellie is a sister at St. Joseph 's orphan asylum in Brook- 
lyn, New York. The eldest of the children was born near Whitewater, 
Walworth county, Wisconsin, and all of the others were born on the old 
homestead farm in Sauk county, this state. All of the children were 
afforded the advantages of the public schools in the little village of 
Sandusky, Sauk county, and John S., to whom this sketch is dedicated, 
was graduated in the high school at Sextonville, Richland county, as a 
member of the class of 1891. 

It is needless to say that the early experiences that fell to John S. 
Kaney were those connected with the home farm, but his ambition was 
quickened to a definite desire for a broader field of activity, his alert 
mentality causing him to profit to the full from the educational advan- 
tages which were afforded him. It was largely through his own resources 
that he was able to complete a course in the Wisconsin State, Normal 
School in Milwaukee, in which he was graduated as a member of the 
class of 1896. Soon afterward, in consonance with well defined plans for 
a future career, he entered the law offices of Sheridan & Walliger, of this 
city, where he prosecuted his legal studies for a short time, after which 
he continued his discipline under the preceptorship of the firm of 
Bohmrich & Maher. His determination and assiduous application were 
further shown by his availing himself of the advantages of the night 
classes in the Milwaukee Law School, which is now integrally affiliated 
with Marquette University, which great institution gave to Mr. Kaney, 
as well as all other graduates of the Milwaukee Law School, the degree 
of Bachelor of Laws, which he thus received in June, 1908. In April, 
1900, he passed a successful examination before the state board and he 
was admitted to the bar on the 19th of the following month. 

Mr. Kaney had the courage and wisdom to engage in the practice 
of his profession in the metropolis of his native state and though he 
encountered the vicissitudes that always fall to the lot of the novice 
in the law his definite success has fully justified his choice of location, 
besides giving him an incidental prestige that could not have been gained 
in a more obscure field of labor. He has conducted an individual law 
practice save for a period of a little more than one year, during which 
he was associated with Charles A. Cryderman, under the firm name of 
Cryderman & Kaney. He retired from this firm to became an assistant 
in the office of the city attorney, and he served four years in this capacity, 
under the regime of John T. Kelly as city attorney. He has since that 
time been established in the general practice of law in Milwaukee, where 
he maintains his offices in the German American Bank building, at the 
corner of Reed street and National avenue, his residence being at 467V2 
Third avenue. 

In politics Mr. Kaney accords unfaltering allegiance to the Demo- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




fg^lL. tny}{ 



/JU/'^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2155 

cratic party in matter of national import, but in local affairs, where no 
definite issues are involved, he gives his support to the men and meas- 
ures meeting the approval of his judgment, irrespective of partisan 
lines. In April, 1912, he was elected a member of the Milwaukee board 
of aldermen, as representative from the Fifth ward, and his term will 
expire in April, 1914. He has been a most resourceful, loyal and 
aggressive member of the city council, in which he is chairman of the 
committee on taxes and a member of the committee on railroads, as 
well as that on printing and engrossed ordinances. He is significantly 
earnest in his representation of the interests of his ward, and his name 
is familiar to virtually every resident thereof, so familiar has he made 
himself with conditions in all parts of the ward. In 1903-4 Mr. 
Kaney served as justice of the peace for the fifth district of Milwaukee 
county. He takes a deep interest in all that touches the well-being of 
his home city and native state and is a broad-minded^ public-spirited 
citizen, well worthy of the high regard in which he is uniformly held. 
He is a member of the board of trustees of the Milwaukee Public 
Museum and is a visiting member of the board of the Wisconsin State 
Normal School at Oahkosh, for 1912-13. He held a similar position in 
connection with the state normal school at Platteville in 1905-6, and 
with that at La Crosse in 1908-9. 

Mr. Kaney and his wife are zealous communicants of the Catholic 
church, in which they hold membership in the parish of St. Patrick's 
church. He is affiliated with the Catholic Knights, the Catholic Order 
of Foresters, the Anciest Order of Hibernians, the Order of Good 
Fellows, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Royal Order of Moose, the 
Modern Woodmen of America, the Tribe of Ben Hur, and the Fraternal 
Reserve Association. He is a member of the Milwaukee Zoological 
Society and also of the City Club. 

On the 28th of November, 1906, was solemnized the marriage of 
Mr. Kaney to Miss Anastasia Ryan, of Richland Center, this state. She 
was bom in the town of Henrietta, Richland county, and is a daughter 
of Michael and Bridget (Farrell) Ryan, who were born in county Wex- 
ford, Ireland. Both are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Kaney have two 
children, John S., Jr., and Rose B. 

WiiiLiAM Llewellyan Davis. Most intimated associated with the 
growth and character of any community are its business interests. 
They mold the life of the people, give direction to their efforts, and 
crystallize the present and future possibilities of the locality in the 
concrete form. The leading business men of the city are its greatest 
benefaciors, silently controlling the forces that bring progress and 
prosperity, and the measure of credit due them is not always fully 
appreciated. The largest industry of the city of Eau Claire, one that 
gives a distinctive character to the manufacturing enterprise of this 
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city, and contributes through its payroll a larger amount to the pros- 
perity of the local population than any other concern, is the Dells 
Paper & Pulp Company, of which William L. Davis is president. 

Mr. Davis has had a career of varied and important accomplish- 
ment in Wisconsin, and has risen trom the industrial rank to a place 
among the captains of industry and commerce in this state. William 
L. Davis was born at Neenah, Wisconsin, January 22, 1858, and is a 
son of John B. and Jane (Jones) Davis. The father was a man loved 
and respected by all who knew him. He was a native of Wales, bom 
near Aberystwith in April, 1817. In Liverpool, England, he learned 
the trade of a carriage maker, and on nearing his majority he shipped 
on board a sailing vessel bound for Canada, in the capacity of a 
carpenter. After landing in Quebec, he worked there a few months 
as a pattern maker. From this **Gibralter of America'' he proceeded 
to New York, the amount of money in his possession on landing in that 
city being just six cents. However, he^ soon found employment as a 
pattern maker, and, after working for a time, moved to Utica, New 
York, where he opened a carriage and bus factory. Hearing of the 
bright projects held out in the west, more particularly in^ Wisconsin, 
he pushed on westward, landing in Milwaukee in 1846, and here he 
met and married Miss Jane Jones, also a native of Wales, to whom 
must be given no small amount of credit for the patient industry and 
economy which are such necessary qualities in the helpmate of a 
man wishing to attain to business success. 

In Milwaukee Mr. Davis carried on a carriage factory until 1848, 
at which time he came to Neenah. There he opened a wagon shop. 
In the course of time, he bought the old government flouring mill, 
and, still later, a half interest in a sawmill, both of which were after- 
ward destroyed by fire. During the years 1872 and 1873 he was also 
engaged extensively in lumbering on the Wolf River. In the latter 
year he organized the Winnebago Paper Company, of which he was 
president up to the time of his death. When the mills commenced 
operations they had a capacity of gnly 5,000 pounds of paper per day, 
which output Mr. Davis lived to see increased to nearly three times 
that amount. The mills were owned entirely by the Davis family. 
Mr. Davis was a stanch Republican, and in his day held many offices 
of honor and trust. In religious faith he was an adherent of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, and his fraternal relations were maintained 
in the Masonic order, in which he had attained the Knights Templar 
degree. In 1882 he accompanied the Knights Templar of Chicago 
upon their European trip, and, among many other places, visited his 
old home in Wales, but found things so altered that nothing could 
have prevailed upon him to remain. 

John R. Davis, Sr., died on June 7, 1885. His funeral was one of 
the largest ever seen in Neenah. Both great and small came to pay 
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tribute to him; the kind and true friend, the good citizen, the pro- 
gressive, energetic business man. To him and his wife were bom 
seven children, a brief record of whom is as follows: John E. Davis, 
Jr., the eldest son, who is extensively engaged in lumbering as the 
head of the John R. Davis Lumber Company; Myra, the only daugh- 
ter, is the wife of A. J. Whidden, and is living in Bethel, Wash. ; D. R. 
Davis, the second son, died at Eau Claire, August 3rd, 1905; Henry, 
the fourth child and the third son, died at the age of twenty-one; 
his life was not without merit, however, as he left with his brothers 
and sisters the remembrance and example of a beautiful, uncomplain- 
ing, unselfish Christian character ; William L., the fourth son, is presi- 
dent and general manager of the Dells Paper and Pulp Company of 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin; George A., for years secretary and manager 
of the Electric Light Company of Neenah, died at Milwaukee Janu- 
ary 10, 1914; and Benjamin W., the sixth and youngest son, was for 
years secretary of the John R. Davis Liimber Company, was mayor of 
Phillips before its burning, and had the honor of being the youngest 
man ever elected to that office in the state. 

The Dells Paper & Pulp Company is the prosperous successor of 
the Eau Claire Pulp & Paper Company, which was established in Eau 
Claire a number of years ago and was operated by local people on a 
small scale and without any satisfactory returns. Eventually the local 
parties negotiated with the Davis Brothers, and this resulted in 1894 
in the organization of the present company by William L. and D. R. 
Davis and Mr. 0. H. Ingram. D. R, Davis continued as president 
and active manager of the company until his death, and that event 
caused Mr. William L. Davis, who up to that time had been general 
manager of the Winnebago Paper Mills at Neenah and who was a large 
stockholder in the plant, to move to Eau Claire and take the place of 
president. In that capacity his executive ability has been directed to- 
the success of that plant ever since. As the largest industry in Eau 
Claire, the Dells Paper & Pulp Company employ about four hundred 
persons, and the products are shipped to all parts of the United States. 

Mr. W. L. Davis is also president of the Eau Claire Dells Improve- 
ment Company; he is a director in the Union National Bank of Eau 
Claire, and is president of the Davis Falls Land Company at Eau 
Claire. The Davis Falls Land Company is at this writing engaged in 
the erection of a water-power plant at Davis Falls, near the station of 
Jim Falls, on the Chippewa river. This power, it is the intention, 
shall be used for additional pulp and paper mills. At that point on 
the river are a number of abrupt falls over granite ledges from one 
to six feet high, and above these is constructed a dam that converts 
the water into a canal about five thousand feet long and leading out 
to High Bluffs, giving a fall of fifty-five feet. The power house is to 
be on the river bank immediately below. The plant illustrates the 
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highest point in the development of modern hydraulic engineering 
and its detail and equipment are characteristic of the studied efforts 
always employed by the Davis Brothers in their enterprises. 

William L. Davis, who is the leading spirit in these varied enter- 
prises, spent the most of his youth at Neenah, his native city, where 
he attended the district and high school. At the age of seventeen he 
entered the mills of the Winnegabo Paper Company, where he went 
through all the departments and familiarized himself with every detail 
of the business. His progress, always based upon merit of accom- 
plishment, rather than influence or family connections was such that 
at the age of twenty-six he was superintendent and manager of the 
mills. 

Mr. Davis is affiliated with the Masonic order, the Elks, the Eau 
Claire, the Chicago Athletic, the Neenah-Nodaway, and the Oshkosh 
Yacht Clubs. He is a member of the Wisconsin State Historical So- 
ciety and he is also a member of the Wisconsin Society of Chicago. 
His principal recreation is yachting. 

On December 14, 1881, Mr. Davis was married to Miss Anna Bowron 
of Oshkosh. They have two children, — Stephen Rogers and W. L. 
Davis, Jr. 

Captain Frederick Pabst. A life that should be an inspiration to 
the living generations of Milwaukee and Wisconsin people was that of 
the late Captain Frederick Pabst. Throughout a long and prosperous 
business career he was one of the best friends and benefactors of his 
city. A man of great wealth and the creator of a great industrial enter- 
prise, his life emphasized the truth that enterprise and wealth are not 
inconsistent with the highest standards of character and conduct. His 
career was remarkable not only in the brilliant success he attained, but 
in the fact that it was won not by speculation, but by rare business fore- 
sight and acumen, the ability to forecast the value of projected enter- 
prises. His business career was a series of unbroken successes, because 
his judgment was unerring, his energy unfailing and his will indomita- 
ble. Above his material achievements stands preeminent the vital fact 
of character, and as a man among men Captain Pabst always com- 
manded honor and affection. Men trusted him, believed in him, esteemed 
him. No history of the state of Wisconsin could claim adequacy with- 
out a review of the career of Captain Pabst. 

At the time of his death on January 1, 1904, Frederick Pabst had 
for nearly forty years been one of the most influential and successful 
business leaders of Wisconsin. But in his earlier years he had many 
hard struggles with poverty, and his record reveals the possibilities for 
honesty and enterprise in raising the individual above the ranks. He 
had first become acquainted with Milwaukee when a boy of twelve years 
in 1848, in which year his parents landed at Milwaukee, and at that 
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time he was unfamiliar with the lan^age of the New World. Through 
his sturdiness of business success and high character, his name subse- 
quently was extended by reputation far beyond the limits of the United 
States, and he is conceded to have been the energizing factor which 
built up the brewery now bearing his name from a plant whose output 
was sold and consumed in a local market until it eventually became 
familiar not only throughout America, but in practically every country 
of the world. 

The late Captain Pabst was one of the njost democratic men in Wis- 
consin, and yet few citizens of the state could have made better claim to 
aristocratic family connection than the captain. The name Pabst has 
been borne by one of the most distinguished families of Holland for 
many generations. Frederick Pabst himself was born in Thueringen, 
Saxony, Germany, March 28, 1836. It was at Thueringen that Martin 
Luther first propounded the doctrines of the Reformation. Gottlieb 
Pabst and his wife Fredericka lived in the little hamlet of Nidiolaus- 
reith, and it was fti their home among the fertile fields that Frederick 
Pabst was bom. His father was one of the chief men of the locality, 
being a freeholder, with a considerable estate in lands and other prop- 
erty. The boyhood days of Frederick were passed there until 1848, in 
which year his father determined to found a home in Milwaukee, whither 
several friends had preceded him. The family then comprised the 
father, mother and son, and they arrived at Milwaukee, but after a few 
months' stay, Gottlieb Pabst moved on to Chicago. During the long 
ocean voyage the boy Frederick had been in a constant state of delight 
and wonderment and that ocean voyage did more than any other experi- 
ence of his early years to influence and shape his later career. While in 
Chicago the circumstances of the family became much reduced, and it 
was necessary for father, mother and son to work hard in order to keep 
the wolf from the door. In 1849 occurred the cholera epidemic and one 
of its victims was the loving mother, who left her son when the latter 
was thirteen years of age, but whose memory was always cherished by 
the captain. During the early months of their residence in Chicago 
the Pabst family had been employed in a boarding house, working for 
their board. When Mrs. Pabst died, the father took a position as cook 
in the old Mansion House at Chicago, and the son waited on table, 
receiving a salary of five dollars a month. After about two years in 
the Mansion House, the son found a similar position with the New 
York House. 

All this time the memory of the ocean trip had persisted in the 
mind of the lad, and after a brief while of employment in the New York 
House, he found a coveted position as cabin boy on one of the Goodrich 
line of steamers. While in that capacity he met with his first adventure, 
one that has much to do with his subsequent career. In addition 
to his usual duties as cabin boy he was put in charge of the cabin 
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door to take the tickets from the passengers as they left the steamer at 
one of the ports at which the steamer had landed. His instructions 
were to the effect that no one should pass without a ticket. Captain 
Ward, one of the most prominent steamboat owners in the west and 
owner of the boat on which Frederick Pabst was employed, was, as if 
chanced, among the passengers. Captain Ward attempted to go by 
without showing his ticket. Young Pabst confronted and stopped him. 
When Captain Ward tried to force his way out, he was thrust back 
with considerable energy by the sturdy young German, and though the 
captain stormed about and tried to bribe the young doorkeeper by offer- 
ing him a dollar, it was all without avail. The money was indignantly 
refused, and Captain Ward had to return to his cabin in the worst 
temper possible. After he had cooled off somewhat, he thought better 
of the experience and could not but admire the integrity and courage 
of the young man: Not only did he relent, but from that time forward 
to the end of his life was one of the best friends Frederick Pabst had. 

While on the lake vessel young Pabst not only showed a steadfast 
love for his work, but possessed that intellectual curiosity and ambition 
which inevitably brought about promotion. All his leisure moments he 
spent in the little house with the wheelsman, watching him as he steered 
the vessel. By this watchful observation he finally became so proficient 
that he was often entrusted with the navigation of the steamer. From 
time' to time he was called upon to relieve the overworked helmsman, 
and on one occasion when the regular pilot was taken sick he was per- 
mitted by the captain to take charge of the wheel. During that voyage 
he improved his skill, so that he was appointed to the regular position 
of wheelsman. Step by step he went on his way to promotion, and at 
the age of twenty-one was permitted to walk the decks of the steamer 
Huron as captain in command. His ambition then seemed to be satis- 
fied, and his outlook desired no larger horizon than to be allowed to com- 
mand one of the lake vessels throughout his active 43areer. 

In the careers of most men marriage is one of the culminating 
events, but seldom does it have so important an influence on a career 
as in the case of Captain Pabst. In 1862 he married Marie Best, a 
daughter of Philip Best. Philip Best was a son of the founder of the * 
brewing firm of Jacob Best & Sons at Milwaukee. The union of Captain 
Pabst and wife was one of rare felicity, and deeply as he loved the life 
of a lake captain, with its excitement, toils and difficulties, his love for 
his wife was still greater, and the long trips away from home soon 
became irksome. He finally decided to transfer all his interests to the 
brewing business 'of Philip Best, in order to have his activities near 
home. Philip Best was then owner of the brewery founded by Jacob 
Best, who had retired from the business in 1860. All of the hard earned 
savings of Captain Pabst were invested in the brewery, and with the 
same energy and intelligence that he had previously employed in his 
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study of navigation, Captain Pabst began learning the new business. 
He studied the principles of brewing, and at the same time kept a crit- 
ical eye upon the practical side of the enterprise, and within a few 
years was not only a master of the brewer's art, but had conceived a 
large future for the establishment of which he was one of the owners. 
Under his management there were introduced from time to time new 
methods, new machinery, and the output v^s gradually increased, with a 
corresponding reduction in the cost of manufacture. The old Best 
Brewery had been established in Milwaukee in 1842, and at that time 
had a capacity of only three hundred barrels (ninety-three hundred 
gallons) a year. The output had the highest quality, but its distribu- 
tion had never been exploited beyond a small territory at Milwaukee 
and vicinity. It was the ambition of Captain Pabst not only to main- 
tain the highest standards of quality, but to extend the sale of his product 
to the further possible bounds. 

In line with this determination his first move was the establishment 
of agencies in all the leading cities of the United States. Under the 
new energetic management this departure quickly justified itself, and 
** Milwaukee beer'* soon became almost a household word in all parts of 
the country. As soon as the domestic trade had been thoroughly organ- 
ized, Captain Pabst went still further and established agencies in for- 
eign countries, and even in Germany, a country famous for its many 
brews, the Milwaukee beer soon found high favor. 

As the business increased, and the necessity for capital became 
apparent, the Philip Best Brewing Company was incorporated, and 
under that title the enterprise was successfully promoted and carried 
forward under the active management of Emil Schandein and Captain 
Fred Pabst. At the death of Mr. Schandein the entire management fell 
on Captain Pabst. During a period of a quarter of a century, the brew- 
ing company steadily grew and expanded, and thus took rank among 
the largest institutions of its kind in the world. As a result of Cap- 
tain Pabst 's successful administration of its affairs in 1889, the stock- 
holders by an unanimous vote decided to change the name to the Pabst 
Brewing Company, under which title its products have been known to 
the world for the past twenty-four years. The Pabst Brewing Com- 
pany today is the largest in the world. There are only two others that 
are in the same classification, the Schlitz Brewing Company of Mil- 
waukee, and the Anheuser-Busch Brewing Company of St. Louis. 

The capacity of the Pabst Brewing Company is now two million bar- 
rels (sixty-two million gallons) a year, and over twenty thousand peo- 
ple receive their livelihood from this great industry, including the 
families of employes. The business has ramifications in various parts 
of America and the world, and on the company payrolls in Milwaukee 
are the names of two thousand men who are connected with the plant 
here in various capacities. In addition there are fifty branch oflBces 
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and storage depots, each with a force of from four or five to one hundred 
men. There are over one hundred men employed in the Chicago branch 
offices and depots, and about the same number in New York City. 
There are comparatively few citizens of Wisconsin who are not familiar 
with the great offices and oth^r departments of the plant operated in 
Milwaukee, the Pabst Brewery having for years been the foremost point 
of interest in the city, and having been visited by many thousands of 
people every year. 

For many years all the horses used by this great business were 
raised on stock farms belonging to the company, one of which was 
located at Calhoun, in Waukesha county, and another between Milwaukee 
and the city of Wauwatosa. These farms were the special delight of 
Captain Pabst in the days when he was active in business management. 
It was his custom to make almost daily visits to inspect the horses, over 
whose welfare he watched with a zealous eye. In former years the 
exhibits of the Pabst stock farm were to be seen at the Wisconsin and 
other state fairs, and were frequently awarded the highest premiums 
both as draught and road horses. With the failing of his health the 
Captain was obliged to relinquish this part of his activities, and as there 
was no one to take his place, the brewing company, while still conduct- 
ing the stock farm, no longer raises its own horses, buying them in the 
open stock market instead. 

It was while actively interested in the stock farm that Captain Pabst 
conceived the idea of building an electric railroad from Milwaukee by 
way of his farm in the town of Wauwatosa to the city of Wauwatosa. 
A power house was constructed on Broadway, equipped with the latest 
and best machinery, and a line of road was built as contemplated. The 
power house was equipped to furnish heat and electric light for the 
Pabst Theatre, the St. Charles Hotel, the Kirby House, the Pabst Build- 
ing, and other properties belonging to the company. A few years ago 
the electric line and its equipment was purchased by the Milwaukee 
Electric Railway and Light Company, and now forms a part of the gen- 
eral system of interurban railway. 

Many extensive and valuable properties now bear the name of Pabst 
and are owned by the company. Besides the great plant on Chestnut 
street, there are the Pabst Building on Wisconsin and East Water street, 
a structure which cost about a million dollars; the Pabst Theatre, one 
of the handsomest and best appointed amusement houses in the north- 
west; the St. Charles Hotel; the Empire Building, and hundreds of 
other substantial structures in different parts of the city. It is estimated 
that property owned by the Pabst Brewing Company outside of IVIil- 
waukee aggregates in value more than ten million dollars. Some of 
the principal properties outside of this city are : The Pabst Grand Cir- 
cle and Theatre at Fifty-sixth street in New York City; the Pabst 
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Harlem at One Hundred and Twenty-fifth street in New York, besides 
a depot and oflBce building there. 

To have built up so large an industry as the Pabst Brewing Com- 
pany was in itself a distinction that would have made Captain Pabst 
one of the greatest business builders of his age. However, he was closely 
identified with many other related business affairs in his city and else- 
where. He was president of the Wisconsin National Bank, a director 
in the Second Ward Savings Bank, and interested in scores of minor 
enterprises. A tremendous strain was placed upon him by the burden 
of his business interests, but his genial nature and his generous disposi- 
tion throughout his career never failed to bear regular and generous 
fruits. He had a kind word for every one, and his hand was always 
ready to relieve the distressed. Anything that savored of an injustice 
met with his most vigorous condemnation. An illustration of this 
occurred in 1889, when the veterans of the army of the Union met in 
Milwaukee to hold their annual encampment. Mr. Pabst paid out fif- 
teen thousand dollars in order that the soldiers might view the naval 
battle which was part of the entertainment provided by the people of 
Milwaukee. Reserved seats had been erected on the lake front in order 
to view the spectacle, and it was proposed by the management that the 
veterans should be charged one dollar for each of these seats. Such a 
proposal met the immediate hostility of Captain Pabst, whose sense of 
hospitality could not allow what he regarded as a violation of the duties 
of the city as a host. Hence he paid for the seats occupied by the sol- 
diers, and on the foUowing day the veterans marched two miles out of 
their way in order to pass his residence and testify their gratitude for 
his act of generosity. 

The late Captain Pabst was always intense in his loyalty to Mil- 
waukee. When an English syndicate endeavored to buy up the leading 
breweries in the United States, its agents called on Captain Pabst and 
offered him sixteen million dollars for the plant. His refusal of the offer 
was characteristic, ** Sixteen million dollars is enough to make a man's 
hair stand on end,'' said Captain Pabst, **but I have been walking around 
this plant and I'm kind of proud of it. No, you can't have it. I am 
going to stick to it, and give Milwaukee the largest brewery in the 
world." And he well redeemed his promise in that direction. 

No movement was ever started to advance the interest of Milwaukee, 
either commercially or as a center of culture, that did not receive his 
hearty endorsement and liberal support. Many a struggling church 
society has been lifted out of its indebtedness by the liberality of the 
large-hearted brewer. Among the enterprises of a semi-public nature, 
for which Milwaukee is indebted to Captain Pabst was the Stadt Thea- 
tre, arranged and dedicated years ago under his patronage in behalf of 
the Germans of the city. The Stadt has since given place to the Pabst 
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Theatre, one of the best appointed play houses in the country and 
devoted especially to the cultivation of the German drama. 

The late Captain Pabst was a member of the Milwaukee Musical 
Society, was aflfiliated with Aurora Lodge, No. 30, A. P. & A. M., Ivan- 
hoe Commandery, No. 24, K. T., and also with the Wisconsin Consistory 
of the Scottish Rite. His membership was found with nearly every 
large soaial club, and with all the business organizations of the city. 

At his death his son. Colonel Qustave Pabst, became president of the 
Pabst Brewing Company. Colonel Pabst, the oldest son, was previously 
first vice president, and has been energetic in carrying forward the great 
industry on the lines conceived and extended by his late father. Captain 
Pabst left a widow and two sons and two daughters, namely: Colonel 
Gustave Pabst ; Frederick Pabst, Jr. ; Mrs. W. 0. Goodrich of Milwau- 
kee ; and Mrs. F. Soehnlein, of Wiesbaden, Germany. 

Besides the brewery, there are many things to give the name of the 
late Captain Pabst prominence in Wisconsin and elsewhere, and anfbng 
the works of a semi-public nature for which his home city is indebted 
to his memory were the Pabst Theatre, the St. Charles Hotel, the Kirby 
House, the Shooting Park, the White Fish Bay Park, and the Pabst 
Building. The Wisconsin National Bank, one of the strong financial 
institutions of the state, of which he was president, is another of his. 
creations. Captain Pabst never took an active part in political move- 
ments at any time, but in the essentials of public spirit of the most 
loyal kind had no superior among all his contemporaries in the city and 
state. 

Geoboe W. Burton. The grow^th and development of a community 
depend largely upon its financial interests, and those who push forward 
the wheels of progress are the men who are at the head of the large 
monetary institutions, displaying a spirit of enterprise and determina- 
tion which conquers obstacles and shapes conditions to their own ends. 
Among the men to whom the city of LaCrosse is indebted for the posi- 
tion of prestige it holds among Wisconsin cities as a banking center, 
George W. Burton, president of the National Bank of LaCrosse, holds 
prominent place. Coming to this city some thirty-five years ago, he 
entered upon his chosen calling at the bottom of the ladder, and his 
subsequent career has been marked by steady and continuous advance, 
until today few men in western Wisconsin are more widely known in 
financial circles. Mr. Burton is a native of the Green Mountain State, 
and a member of an old and honored family. He was born in the town 
of Manchester, February 22, 1858, and is the only survivor of the three 
children born to William B. and Angeline M. (Straight) Burton, the 
former of whom, a prosperous Vermont merchant, passed away in 1892, 
while the latter died in 1877. 
• After completing his preliminary studies in Burr and Burton Sem- 
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inary, Manchester, (Jeorge W. Burton became a student in Yale College, 
and was graduated therefrom in 1878, with the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. In the following spring he migrated to LaCrosse, Wisconsin, at 
once entering the National Bank of LaCrosse, with which he has been 
connected ever since. He was first the incumbent of the position of 
messenger, but soon won promotion to that of teller, and in 1882 was 
made assistant cashier, a position in which he continued ten years. 
From 1892 to 1905 he was cashier of this institution, arid in the latter 
year became its president, an ofl&ce which he has continued to fill to the 
present time. The National Bank of LaCrosse bears the reputation of 
being one of the safest and most conservative institutions of western 
Wisconsin, and to it Mr. Burton has given his undivided attention. His 
business career has been such as would always bear the closest investiga- 
tion and scrutiny and the secret of his success lies in his close applica- 
tion, his thorough study of banking, his laudable ambition and his reso* 
lute purpose. He has been fearless in protecting the interests intrusted 
to his care. He is positive in his convictions and will not deviate from . 
what he considers to be a wise administration of affairs, even at the 
risk of offending those whose friendship hQ covets. Thus he has gained 
the confidence of his associates and the public at large. The various 
business enterprises with which he has been connected have always 
been of a strictly legitimate nature and his own dealings have been at 
all times above-board. Mr. Burton is a member of the Congregational 
church, which he attends consistently and supports liberally, and is 
president of the First Congregational Society. In political matters 
he is aflaiiated with the Republican party. He was one of the organ- 
izers and promoters of the Young Men's Christian Association build- 
ing, and is now president of the Association. 

On September 24, 1884, Mr. Burton was married at Richmond, Mas- 
sachusetts, to Miss Belle D. Cone, a daughter of T. R. Cone of that place. 

It may not be inappropriate to give here a brief history of the insti- 
tution with which Mr. Burton has been connected for so many years. 
The National Bank of LaCrosse was organized in 1876 under the title 
'* LaCrosse National Bank/' and opened for business January 2, 1877, 
in the Edwards block, southwest corner of Main and Second streets. 
The capital was $100,000.00, and the officers were G. C. Hixon, presi- 
dent; G. R. Montague, vice-president; S. S. Burton, cashier; who with 
Charles Michel, George Edwards, B. B. Healy and John Ulrich consti- 
tuted the first board of directors. Mr. John Pamperin was elected to 
succeed Mr. Ulrich in 1878, and the board remained unchanged there- 
after until 1886. From the start these men marked the institution as 
strong and conservative and it prospered. In 1881 a bank building was 
erected at the comer of Third and Main streets, which at that time 
seemed well up-town, and in the spring of 1882 the bank moved to that 
location and occupied its new office, then considered elegant and corn- 
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modious. The room was forty feet square on the outside and there were 
five active officers and employes. The following is a statement showing 
the condition of the bank on March 25, 1882, and a comparison with the 
statement of 1905 is interesting, as reflecting the growth of the bank 
during the tweiity-three years it was located at the corner of Main and 
Third streets: 

Statement of March 25, 1882. Resources : Loans and Discounts, $255,- 
762.42; U. S.* Bonds to secure circulation, $33,500.00; Other Bonds, 
$250.00; Banking House and fixtures, $24,907.11; Cash Resources, $161,- 
332.04; Total $475,751.57. Liabilities: Capital, $100,000.00; Surplus 
and Profits, $34,967.00; Circulation, $30,000.00; Deposits, $310,784.57. 
Total, $475,751.57. 

Statement of March 25, 1905. Resources: Loans and Discounts, 
$2,557,851.31; U. S. Bonds to secure circulation, $160,000.00; Other 
Bonds, $164,900.00; New Banking House, $51,508.80; Other Real Estate, 
$100.00; Cash Resources, $1,069,570.38. Total, $4,003,930.49. Liabili- 
ties: Captial, $250,000.00; Surplus and Profits, $204,833.17; Circula- 
tion, $160,000.00; Deposits, $3,389,097.32. Total, $4,003,930.49. 

In 1886 the capital was increased to $200,000.00 and on July 
1, 1896, the bank was reorganized under the title ** National Bank of 
LaCrosse," with $250,000.00 capital. Siftce that date the bank has 
grown by leaps and bounds and has been extremely prosperous. It 
paid ten per cent dividends annually until 1902 and has since paid six- 
teen per cent annually besides adding over $150,000 to surplus and 
undivided profits and charging to profit and loss all bond premiums and 
real estate except the new building it now occupies. On June 20, 1904, 
the German- American Bank of LaCrosse was consolidated with the 
National Bank of LaCrosse, resulting in a largely increased business. 
In the new quarters to which the bank moved March 27. 1905, at No. 
114 North Fourth street, every equipment and convenience is found for 
the transaction of business, and the good will of the public has been 
retained and the successes of the past have been repeated. 

The officers of the bank, the men who have largely made it what it 
is, have been as follows: Presidents, Gideon C. Hixon, 1877-1892; John 
Paul, 1892-1902 ; Prank P. Hixon, 1902-1905 ; George W. Burton, 1905 
Cashiers, Samuel S. Burton, 1877-1891; George W. Burton, 1892-1905-^ 
Frederick H. Hankerson, 1905. Vice-presidents, G. R. Montague, Sam- 
uel S. Burton, W. W. Cargill, Frank P. Hixon, Lucius C. Colraan. 
Assistant cashiers, George W. Burton, Frederick H. Hankerson, Joseph 
Boschert, Alfred Bosshard, R. C. Whelpley. 

Of the present active officers, George W. Burton began as a messen- 
ger and worked his way up from the bottom; F. H. Hankerson was 
appointed messenger in July, 1882, and has also worked his way up from 
the bottom; Joseph Boschert was formerly cashier of the German- 
American Bank and was appointed assistant cashier of the National 
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Bank of LaCrosse in June, 1904; R. C. Whelpley took a clerk's position 
in 1897 and was elected assistant cashier in 1909. 

Waupaca Felting Mill. Both as to the number of persons carried 
on the payroll and also in importance and long standing the Waupaca 
Felting Mill is the chief manufacturing industry of Waupaca. An 
industry whose wheels have been turning, and whose machinery has 
been making useful products for more than half a century is always an 
interesting institution in the life of any community. A brief sketch of 
the Felting Mill will be of interest to all citizens of Waupaca and 
vicinity. 

The original industry was established by Judge Ware as a grist mill. 
That was a number of years before the Civil war. He was succeeded 
by the Sorensens who came from Scandinavia, Wisconsin, and were 
proprietors of the mill during the war. Later the plant became the prop- 
erty of Dayton Dewy, Baldwin & Evans, who manufactured flatinels, 
woolens and yam. This was during the predominance of the lumber 
industry in this section, and their product found a ready market. here 
forty-five years ago. The members gradually withdrew until John 
Evans alone was left, and he conducted the business for several years 
on his own account. Mr. Evans was finally succeeded by William Proc- 
tor, James Proctor and Joshua Bower, who fitted up the plant with 
.modem machinery and started the felting mill. The company was reor- 
ganized as a stock company in 1906 with James Proctor as president. 
The capital stock named in the corporation articles was fifty thousand 
dollars and thirty thousand dollars was paid up. Mr. Proctor was suc- 
ceeded by Nate Cohen, as president, Mr. Cohen's business career being 
elsewhere described in this work. The present oflBcers of the Waupaca 
Felting Mill are: N. Cohen, president; Joshay Bower, vice-president; 
John Hebblewhite, secretary and treasurer; John Gordon, James Bax- 
ter, with Hebblewhite, Bowers and Cohen constitute the five directors. 

In the industry are employed forty men and girls and the equipment 
comprises five modern machines. The chief product is felt hat bodies 
for ladies' hats. These bodies on leaving the local plant are shipped to 
manufacturers on order all over the United States, and in the different 
hat factories, the bodies are colored and then converted into finished 
products. The capacity of the mills are one hundred and seventy-five 
dozen each day. A large part of the business is done with the National 
Straw Works of Milwaukee. The mills are located on the river front and 
the power is supplied by water diverted from the river. 

John Hebblewhite. The secretary and treasurer of the AVaupaca 
Felting Mill is a native of Waupaca county, has had a long and active 
experience in business affairs and is now the chief executive of a con- 
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cern which has a very important place in the commercial enterprise 
of the city of Waupaca. 

John Hebblewhite was born in the town of Farmington on a farm 
on the banks of Hickes Lake in Waupaca county, December 1, 1857. 
His parents were Nathan and Sarah (Bucknell) Hebblewhite, who 
were married in Lincolnshire, England, early in 1857, and came to the 
United States the same year, locating in Waupaca county, where their 
son John was bom soon after the arrival. The father was during his 
active life a substantial agriculturist, and bought and lived on success- 
ively three different farms, two of them in the town of Farmington, 
and one in the town of Lind. The father retired from affairs ten years 
ago, and now has his home with his son John. The mother died in 
1909 when seventy-four years of age. Their six children are mentioned 
as follows: John; Fred; Arthur; Olive, wife of A. E. Paul, residing in 
Michigan ; and two that died young. 

John Hebblewhite spent his boyhood on a farm, and when the duties 
of the home place did not interfere he attended district schools and was 
also for two years a student in the high school at Waupaca. Subse- 
quently he took a course at Daggett's Business College, and for five 
years after taking up the serious responsibilities of life on his own 
account he engaged in teaching. These five years were spent in the 
district schools, and then for four years he had charge of the depart- 
ments of mathematics and bookkeeping in the Daggett Business College, 
where he had formerly been a student. Getting out of school work he 
found a place as bookkeeper for the firm of Campbell and Cameron 
Company, lumber dealers at Oshkosh. He was with them four years 
and in the meantime had begun to get ahead in the world a little as to 
his individual capital, and had made a record which entitled him to 
the credit of the commercial world. He bought the Rice Building in 
Waupaca, in which he installed a stock of dry goods. Five years later 
in 1899, he sold out to the Union Store Company. For a short time he 
was engaged in the millinery business, and in 1911 took his present 
position as secretary and treasurer of the Waupaca Felting Mill. Mr. 
Hebblewhite has been a stockholder in the concern since 1906. He has 
prospered from a business standpoint, and at the present time is the 
owner of two business blocks and a good residence on Main street in 
Waupaca, besides several other houses which he rents. 

On September 1, 1885, Mr. Hebblewhite married Miss Ellen Ander- 
son, a daughter of William Anderson, a pioneer farmer of Waupaca 
county. After thirteen years of married companionship, she died 
December 28, 1898, leaving one child, Earl. In June, 1899. Mr. Heb- 
blewhite married Carrie Stout, a daughter of William H. and Sophia 
(Anderson) Stout. Fraternally Mr. Hebblewhite is affiliated with the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
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Sir Thomas George Shaughnbssy. Wisconsin has given to the. 
world many men of brilliant parts — whose deeds shine in the law, in 
medicine, in scholarship, in politics, in commerce and in industry, — 
the careers of most of them can be read in this publication. In one 
respect the son of a Milwaukee policeman, who is now president of the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad has a distinction apart from the rest, — 
he has a title and is properly addressed as Sir Thomas. It is not an 
empty honor. Hundreds of less deserving have held it, but if knight- 
hood in modem times is significant at all, it should be bestowed upon 
men who have borne the heat and burdens of the day, have helped 
make the world a more convenient place for those who live therein, 
and have raised the general level of human welfare. Sir Thomas has 
done that. He was one of the builders of the first Canadian Trans- 
Continental Railway, and has been identified with its management 
since its rails united the east and west. With the working out of 
the vast economic and industrial policy by which Canadian' Pacific now 
influences the welfare of millions, he has been perhaps the most im-^ 
portant factor. He is a son of Wisconsin, of whom the state may 
well be proud. 

Bom in the city of Milwaukee, October 6, 1853, he grew up in the 
Third Ward of that Wisconsin metropolis. His father and mother 
were people of honored integrity, and gave the son the advantages of 
a good home, though the father never reached a more important posi- 
tion than that of policeman. After an education in the common schools, 
Thomas Shaughnessy went to work. In 1869, when he was sixteen 
years old, he found a job in the purchasing department of the Chicagoy 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. He worked along slowly for ten 
years, and at the end of that time was general storekeeper, a position 
he held from January, 1879, to October, 1882. In 1881, William Van 
Home had left the Milwaukee road to become general manager of the 
Canadian Pacific, and being in need of good personal material, it is 
said that he came to Milwaukee, looked over the personnel of the oflfice 
staflP of the Milwaukee road, and selected young Shaughnessy for the 
position of purchasing agent. The Canadian Pacific was then in 
course of construction through the west, and the responsibilities of 
purchasing agent was among the most important jobs and required 
-a fine judgment that meant much to the future stability of the com- 
pany. Thus Tom Shaughnessy was taken out of his Milwaukee environ- 
ment, and went to Montreal, Canada. 

Briefly stated, his record of promotion since that date is as fol- 
lows : He was general purchasing agent of the Canadian Pacific from 
October, 1882, to January, 1884 ; then became assistant* to the general 
manager, until September, 1885, was assistant general manager until 
September, 1889, and assistant to the president until June 24, 1891. 
From June 24, 1891, to June 12, 1898, Mr. Shaughnessy was vice 
Vol. vm— 8 



Digitized by 



Google 



2170 HISTORY OP WISCONSIN 

president and director of the Canadian Pacific, and since the latter 
date has been president of that great trans-continental road. Inci- 
dently in the meantime he has acquired various other important con- 
nections. He is vice president and director of the Duluth, South 
Shore and Atlantic Railway, of the Toronto, Hamilton and Buffalo 
Railways of the British Columbia Southern Railways; is president of 
the Montreal and Western Railway; and a director in the Northwest 
Land Company, and in many other companies. In 1901 he was knighted 
by King Edward. 

Sir Thomas worked as the lieutenant to Sir William Van Home for 
a number of years, and it devolved upon him to carry out the plans 
and the policies of his predecessor. Sir Thomas ShaughnesiE^r is cred- 
ited with being a master of detail, and had a genius for accomplishing 
the smallest and most intricate minutiae of railway operation. The 
Canadian Pacific as a trunk line was completed nearly thirty years 
agOy and for a long time its prosperity as an industrial property has 
been assured. But after the construction of the road, and its numerous 
branches an even greater task was waiting, and that was to fill up the 
country with a productive population, and this filling of the west has 
been to a large degree the life work of Sir Thomas Shaughnessy. He 
recognized that as the one reason for the existence of the Canadian 
Pacific. Thus the Canadian Pacific is now not merely a railroad com- 
pany, but is a great colonization machine, is the largest land owner 
in the world, and has a vast industrial organization whose agents and. 
literature cover the entire civilized world. The chief of this great 
organization is Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, and as a railroad president 
his jurisdiction is the most extensive allotted to any one man on the 
American continent. 

At Milwaukee in 1880, Thomas Shaughnessy, while still acting as 
general storekeeper for the Milwaukee road, married Elizabeth Bridget 
Nagle, a daughter of N. Nagle. Their home is in the city of Montreal. 
The children are: Mrs. H. Wyndham Beauclerk, William J. Shaugh- 
nessy, Alfred T. Shaughnessy, Marguerite Shaughnessy, and Edith 
Shaughnessy. Sir Thomas has membership in the St. James, Toronto, 
Rideau (Ottawa), Union, Quebec Oarrison, Manitoba Clubs, and he and 
his family are members of the Catholic church. 

William Bassett. For a period of ten years William Bassett has 
given an efficient administration of the duties of clerk of circuit court 
in Forest county, and since the organization of the county the records 
and administration of that office have never been in better hands. Mr. 
Bassett, like so many citizens of this section of the state, had his early 
experiences in the lumbering district, and was for several years con- 
nected with one of the factories at Crandon. Besides his county office, 
Mr. Bassett has recently been honored with election as mayor of Cran- 
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don^ being now in his first term in that office. He has been clerk of the 
eircnit court since 1903. His home has been at Crandon since 1899, 
in which year he came from Lower ^Michigan, and throughout practi- 
cally all his residence in Grandon he has been engaged in the insurance 
and real estate business. 

William Bassett was bom at Ithaca, Gratiot county, Michigan, 
December 5, 1871, a son of Byron L. and Belle Bassett. During his 
boyhood days in this county he received a public school education, and 
his first regular employment was in a stave and heading mill at Ithaca. 
He acquired a knowledge of all the details of this industry, and it was 
his experience in that line which gave him his first opening at Crandon. 
He became foreman for the Williams' Mills Stave Heading Factory 
there, and held that position until he entered office as clerk of the cir- 
cuit court. He served two years as deputy clerk before his election to 
the regular office. In 1895 Mr. Bassett married Lillian Shorey, of Sag- 
inaw, Michigan. They are the parents of two children, Boy and Mil- 
dred. Mr. Bassett is very popular in the local citizenship of Crandon 
and Forest counties, and takes much part in fraternal work, being affil- 
iated with the Knights of Pythias, the Modem Woodmen of America, 
and the Equitable Fraternal Union, and the Order of Yeomen. 

^ 

Hon. Egbert Wyhan. Perhaps the highest type of character is 
displayed by the judicial mind. He who can carefully weigh evidence 
and dispense justice evenly, especially among his friends and neigh- 
bors, must possess that clear insight into the groundwork of human 
right which sooner or later appeals strongly to the people, and to main- 
tain the judicial office with such dignity and efficiency as did the Hon. 
Egbert Wyman is the best evidence of true worth and integrity. Judge 
Wyman has been a resident of Crandon since 1885, and during these 
years has occupied an honorable position at the bar and an honored 
place on the bench, has acted in various official capacities and engaged 
in various business transactions, and at all times and in all places has 
enjoyed the profound respect and esteem of his fellow citizens. He was 
bom on a farm near Baraboo, Sauk county, Wisconsin, November 3, 
1852, a son of Ezra and Emeline (Seymour) Wyman. His father, a 
native of Vermont and a member of a stanch old family of the Green 
Mountain State, moved as a young man to New York, where he met and 
married Emeline Seymour, who had been bom in that state. In 1847 
they came to Wisconsin and settled on a farm in Sauk county, near 
Baraboo, Mr. Wyman entering government land. When their child, 
Egbert was but four years of age the parents returned to Jamestown, 
New York, but after four years there again came to Wisconsin and 
located on a farm located on the line separating Yemon and Juneau 
counties. There Mr. Wyman was engaged in agricultural pursuits up 
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to the time of his death in 1877, while his widow survived him until 
1893. 

Judge Wyman was eight years, of age when his parents returned from 
Chautauqua county, New York, and his early education was secured 
in the country schools of Juneau and Vernon counties. Following this 
he secured a license and began to teach, and while thus engaged read 
law in the offices of Rusk & Wyman, at Viroqua, Wisconsin, and was 
admitted to the bar in 1883. L. J. Rusk of this firm was a son of Gov- 
ernor J. M. Rusk, the other member of the firm being the late Judge 
0. B. Wyman. In 1885 Judge Wyman came to Crandon. He had 
already had public office experience as county surveyor of Vernon 
county, police justice of the city of Viroqua and clerk of committee on 
engrossed bills in the Assembly of 1882, and here became engrossing 
clerk of the Assembly in 1885 and 1887. He was the first district attor- 
ney of Forest county, having been appointed to that office by Governor ' 
Rusk, and was twice elected to the office afterward. He was chief clerk 
of the State Land Office during the years of 1895, 1896, 1897 and 1898. 
From 1885 until 1905 he was engaged in the abstract business in con- 
nectioii with his law practice, and made the first abstract of title of 
Forest county, beginning work on it in 1885, when the county was first 
organized. Subsequently he made transcripts of the records of Oconto 
county, aflfecting the territory in Forest county, and assisted C. C. 
DeLong to make the transcripts from Langlade. He also surveyed the 
original plat of Crandon when there was not a building on the land 
now included in the original plat or any of its several additions. For 
some years Judge Wyman has had extensive dealings in real estate, and 
at this time has some valuable realty holdings. He served one term as 
chairman of the town board of supervisors, and was first appointed 
municipal judge in May, 1901, and served as such until 1907 when he 
resigned from that office. 

As a lawyer. Judge Wyman has represented the highest and best 
in his profession ; he has stooped to no meannesses ; he has never taken 
an* unfair advantage ; he has united the graces of the gentleman with the 
profound knowledge of the trained legist. In many respects he is the 
leader of the Crandon bar. As a judge, he at all times upheld the dig- 
nity of the bench, possessing large legal knowledge, wide experience, 
the judicial temperament, unsullied integrity and a high sense of 
honor. As a citizen he has been ever foremost in advancing move- 
ments which have made for the betterment of the city of his adoption, in 
which he has labored so long, and where he is held ill such high esteem. 

Judge Wyman was married in 1892 to Miss Jennie Whitley, of Union 
Grove, Racine county, Wisconsin, and to this union there have been born 
three sons: Roy, Ralph and Lee. Judge Wyman has for many years 
been connected with the Masonic fraternity, having passed through the 
chairs of the local lodge, in which he is past worshipful master, being a 
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Shriner and Knight Templar, and having attained to the thirty-second 
degree of Masonry. 

M. D. B^EiTH. The industrial and commercial development of Forest 
county has largely been brought about through the advent of the Chi- 
cago & Northwestern Railroad, which was completed to Crandon in 
September, 1901. Up to that time there had been no market for the 
lumber resources of the county except a small local demand, and com- 
paratively few farmer settlers had moved in until the railroad came. 
The largest concern. engaged in the development of the lumber and land 
resources of this section has been the Keith & Hiles Lumber Company, 
formerly the Page & Landeck Lumber Company. The original com- 
pany was organized in 1890, and was incorporated \^ith capital stock 
of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Mr. M. D. Keith was presi- 
dent of the old company, as he is also of the present organization. The 
company established its steam sawmill at Crandon in 1900, before the 
completion of the railroad line, and all the heavy machinery was hauled 
through the forests over a most difficult trail from Pelican. Besides 
Mr. Keith the other officials of the Keith & Hiles Lumber Company 
are: Vice President, H. P. Keith, a son of the president; secretary, 
A. E. Germer; treasurer, J. L. Haile. 

Mr. Keith has been actively identified with the lumber industry in 
Wisconsin since 1881, and is one of the largest and most successful 
lumber manufacturers in the state. He operated lumber mills at 
Marion, New London, Deerbrook, and Crandon. He began his career 
in Wisconsin as a merchant, and with a keen appreciation of the great 
industrial opportunities gradually extended his enterprise and has 
gone from one success to another until he now stands in the front 
rank in industrial leaders in the state. The original company was 
organized for the manufacture of Wisconsin hardwoods, hemlock and 
pine, and the company also deals extensively in southern hardwoods 
and in general merchandise. They operate a large department store 
at Crandon and handle everything needed in the surrounding country. 
The mercantile business is carried on under the name of the Page Mer- 
cantile Company. Some further knowledge of the operations of this 
company may be gained from the statement that they employ about 
two hundred men during the summer season and from five hundred to 
six hundred during the winter; in sawmills, lumber. camps, the various 
woods operation, and logging railroads and in other departments. Like 
many of Wisconsin's leading lumber men, Mr. Keith comes from the 
New England states. He was bom at New Bedford, Massachusetts, 
April 7, 1856, a son of Marshall B. and Eliza J. Keith. Reared at New 
Bedford, where he attended the public schools, he was about nineteen 
years old when he first became identified with this state. He located 
at New London in 1875, and soon afterwards entered the dry goods 
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and grocery business in that place. From merchandising he gradually 
drifted into lumbering, and has been actively connected with the latter 
industry for more than thirty years. Besides other important busi- 
ness concerns, Mr. Keith is now president of the First National Bank 
of New London. 

At New London in 1879, he married Nellie E. Page, who was bom 
in the state of Maine. They are the parents of one son, Harry P. 
Keith. Mr. Keith is an active member of the Christian Science Church. 

Matthew M. Boss. The responsibility of the undertaker, prop- 
erly estimated, is not less one of comfort and helpfulness than of the 
mere burying of the dead for a price. Viewed in the higher aspect it 
is on a plane with that of the family physician, and but little less 
sacred than that of the minister of the gospel. The proper discharge 
of the duties calls for tact and genuine human sympathy. The con- 
scientious funeral director who labors for a long term of years in a 
community, comes, through association in most trying times, to know 
the people intimately and to be their friend, regardless of their social 
position. Such a man is Matthew M. Boss, who for fifteen years has 
been engaged in the undertaking business in Crandon, where he is like- 
wise the proprietor of a furniture establishment. 

Mr. Boss was bom in Belfast, Ireland, June 7, 1867, and is a son of 
Thomas and Jeannette Boss, who rounded out their peaceful lives in 
their native Erin. Beared in the city of Belfast, and educated in a pri- 
vate academy, Mr. Boss was twenty-one years old when he emigrated to 
the United States, believing that in this country could be found greater 
opportunities for advancement than those to be had in the land of his 
birth. He first located in the city of Appleton, Wisconsin, where he 
learned the trade of carpenter, and after a short time came to Crandon, 
where for two or three years he was engaged in contracting and build- 
ing, and erected numerous structures, including the south schoolhouse. 
Subsequently he went to Wheaton, Illinois, where he continued to fol- 
low the same line, but after several years returned to Crandon. In 1898 
he retired from the contracting and building field and established him- 
self in business as the proprietor of a furniture and undertaking estab- 
lishment, and to this he has given his undivided attention to the pres- 
ent time. He has every equipment and convenience for the proper carry- 
ing on of his vocation, and in addition handles a large and up-to-date 
line of the finest furniture. He is known as a public-spirited citizen 
who has the welfare of his community at heart, and no movement for 
its progress or advancement fails to enlist his support. 

In October, 1903, Mr. Boss was united in niarriage with Miss Qrace 
Shaw, daughter of Samuel Shaw, the founder of Crandon, a sketch of 
whose career will be found on another page of this work. Mr. and Mrs. 
Boss have one son, Samuel Shaw. 
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Samuel Shaw. Those individuals who have given of their energy, 
skill, ambitious vigor and enthusiasm in the building up of a community 
are benefactors of humanity, and their names cannot be held in too 
high esteem. In every undertaking there must be a logical beginning, 
and the man who lays the foundations of what afterwards may become a 
flourishing city must have the courage of his convictions and unlimited 
confidence in the future of the location which he selects as the scene 
of his endeavor. Samuel Shaw, the ''father of Crandon," is a man 
whose keen mind and boundless enthusiasm allowed him to look far 
beyond the narrow horizon of his day and to easily read the signs of a 
dawning tomorrow. To him belongs the honor of founding Crandon, 
and through his planning and public-spirited labor this has become one 
of the flourishing cities of Northern Wisconsin. 

Samuel Shaw was born November 25, 1842, near Eirkpatrick village, 
in the Lowlands of Scotland, and came to the United States in the 
summer of 1852, locating in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, in the fall of the same 
year. After finishing the full course in the high school at Oshkosh, he 
began teaching school in that city and continued as an educator until 
the summer of 1862, when he visited Qreat Britain, and remained in 
that country until the spring of 1863. On his return to Oshkosh, he 
resumed his educational labors, and in December, 1863, was called to 
take charge of the public schools of Omro, Wisconsin, where he con- 
tinued for four years. In 1867 Mr. Shaw was elected superintendent of 
schools of Winnebago county, a position to which he was re-elected in 
1869, and resigned in the summer of 1871 to take charge of the Berlin 
(Wisconsin) high school. In 1871 he passed the examination and 
received a life certificate to teach in any public school in the state, and 
steadily rose in the ranks of his profession until in 1873 he was appointed 
city superintendent of schools and principal of the high school at Madi- 
son, Wisconsin. 

In 1883 ill health compelled Mr. Shaw to resign his position at Madi- 
son, and he removed with his family to his present home, although he 
was obliged to remain in charge of the Madison work for another year 
as the board of education of Madison could not agree upon his successor. 
In the spring of 1885 Mr. Shaw engaged in a memorable struggle for 
the organization of Forest county, which was brought to a i^ccessful 
conclusion mainly through his efforts, and the same year he founded the 
town of Crandon. He studied law and was admitted to practice, and in 
addition to holding numerous town offices since that time, has served 
three full terms as district attorney of Forest county. In many respects 
Mr. Shaw is a remarkable man, having been successfully engaged in 
numerous and varied business enterprises, in which he has shown his 
versatility. On first coming to this section he recognized the fact that 
Forest county lands were to increase wonderfully in value, and he 
accordingly labored unceasingly and placed every dollar he possessed in 
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land. , His faith in this section has been justified by the gains he has 
made from his investments in early days. 

Mr. Shaw was married July 17, 1865, at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, 
to Miss Mary Louise Webb. They have had three children : Lula P., at 
home; Birdie, who died at the age of fifteen months; and Grace L., wife 
of M. M. Boss of Crandon. 

Throughout his long and useful career, Mr. Shaw has at all times 
manifested a commendable willingness to contribute of his means, his 
energy and his time, to furthering the interests of the county and its 
people. Now, in the evening of life, he is surrounded by the comforts 
which come as a reward for long years of industrious labor, satisfied 
that his life has not been lived in vain. 

Charles Henby Van Alstine, an able member of ihe Milwaukee 
bar and for twenty years identified with the legal department of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway Company as a solicitor, 
has lived a life consistent with what is evidently his belief, that every 
man is the hewer of his own destiny and that the horizon of his 
achievements is fixed by his own character and capabilities. With only 
a common school education and with no legal training outside of that 
acquired by dint of persevering and toilsome self-instruction and in 
the school of experience, he has attained a standing in this, one of the 
most difKcult and demanding of professions, that is well indicated by 
his responsible position he holds with the railroad company mentioned. 

By paternal descent Mr. Van Alstine springs from Holland 1an- 
cestry, the genealogical record of which has been traced back in that 
country to 1100 A. D. He is a native of Wisconsin, born in the town 
of Darien, Walworth county, this state, March 7, 1850. His father was 
John Van Alstine and his mother was Miss Hannah Lowre Clara Mc- 
Clarnon as a maiden. Both were natives of Sharon Springs, Schoharie 
county. New York. The father was a cooper by trade but after his loca- 
tion in Wisconsin, which was about 1849, he followed that occupation 
very little and gave the most of his attention to farming. They had 
settled first in Walworth county, but in 1854 they removed to the town 
of Concord, Jefferson county, where the father passed away in 1870. 
The mother survived until 1883, when she departed life at Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin. .Two children were the issue of this union : Charles Henry 
Van Alstine, of this review, and Miss Evangeline Louise Van Alstine, 
who was bom in 1885 and who died at the home of her brother in 
May, 1910. In early years the father had suffered a sunstroke which 
impaired his eyesight so that he was never able to see well thereafter. 
During the Civil war he was drafted for the Union service and would 
have gone to the front but was rejected on account of his defective 
vision. He and his wife were married in Schoharie county, New York. 

Charles H. Van Alstine attended the public schools of Oconomowoc, 
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Wisconsin, during the school year of 1857-58 and after that his educa- 
tion was acquired in the common schools of Jefferson county. Making 
the most of his advantages, however, he was able in 1870 to qualify 
as a teacher and from that time /until 1875 he taught school in differ- 
ent districts of Jefferson and Waukesha counties. He had determined 
on the legal profession as his permanent line of endeavor and t^ that 
purpose he began studying while yet a teacher, diligently devoting his 
spare hours to mastering the essentials of law. His summer vacations 
were spent in the same manner in the oflSce of Gteorge Westoner, of 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. He was admitted to the bar in Waukesha 
county in 1877 and from that time until 1880 he practiced alone in 
Oconcmiowoc. In the latter year he became a partner of Edward Hurl- 
burt, of Oconomowoc, under the firm name of Hurlburt & Van Alstine; 
then in 1883 he became an employe in the law firm of Jenkins, Winkler 
& Smith, of Milwaukee, with whom he remained seven years. At the 
end of that period he assumed his present identification as an employe 
in the legal department of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Rail- 
way Company, being at present one of the solicitors of that company 
for Wisconsin. He is* also engaged in the private practice of law, his 
clientage being drawn mostly from liability insurance companies. In 
line with, his professional interests he i^ aflBlliated with the Waukesha 
County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the 
American Bar Association, and in political views and party identifica- 
tion he is a Democrat. 

Mr. Van Alstine married Miss Lora Westoner, who was bom in 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, but was educated in Oconomowoc and resided 
there at the time of her marriage. Their home is a country estate of 
126 acres lying on the north side of Silver Lake and about two miles 
out from Oconomowoc, They are most conveniently as well as pleas- 
antly located, as the interurban passes within a few hundred feet of 
their residence. 

Habbt p. Keith is one of the industrial upbuilders of Crandon, a 
man who, as vice president of one of the leading lumber concerns of the 
city, has proven himself eminently eflScient both as an executive and an 
organizer. A coljege man, educated for a professional career, he has 
preferred to devote his activities to the keen competition of the lum- 
ber trade, and although be has been in business but ten years has during 
this time achieved results that would have satisfied most men after a 
quarter of a century of industrious and well-applied effort. Mr. Keith 
was bom in the city of New London, Waupaca county, Wisconsin, 
November 20, 1882, and is a son of M. D. Keith, a sketch of whose career 
will be found on another page of this work. 

Reared in his native city, Harry P. Keith attended the public schools 
and high school there, following which he became a student in the Hill 
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school, at Pottstown, Pennsylvania, a preparatory institution. Upon 
leaving that academy he enrolled as a pupil in the law department of 
the University of Wisconsin, at Madison, and after his graduation 
was admitted to the bar in 1903. Mr. Keith's inclinations, however, did 
not run to the law and instead he associated himself with the Page & 
Landeck Lumber Company, of Crandon, in which he became a stock* 
holder, and for some .years spent a good deal of his time with the com- 
pany 's cruisers in the woods, looking after the thousands of acres of 
timber lands which this concern owned. Subsequently, he, with his 
father, organized the Keith & Hiler Lumber Company, of Crandon, of 
which he has since been actively associated. He is also secretary and a 
director of the Page Mercantile Company of Crandon, has numerous 
other interests of a business and financial nature, and is considered one 
of the most progressive and energetic business men of the younger gen- 
eration in Forest county. 

On October 29, 1907, Mr. Keith was united in marriage in. Chicago, 
Illinois, with Miss Edith C. Brubaker, of that city, and to this union 
there have been born two sons : Marshall W. and Harold P. Mr. Keith 
has been interested in fraternal matters for some* years, being a member 
of the college fraternity of Sigma Chi, while in Masonry he is a Knight 
Templar, member of this consistory and a Sbriner. He is at all times 
ready to lend his support to any movement tending to advance his com- 
munity, and at this time is serving as a member of the Crandon School 
Board. 



Charlies E. Davis, register of deeds for Oneida county, Wisconsin, 
and now serving in his second term of two years, was first elected to the 
ofSce in the fall of 1910, assuming the duties of the ofSce on January 1, 
1911. He was re-elected in November, 1912, on the Republican ticket, 
whose party adherent he is, and his service has been of the utmost 
value to the county. Mr. Davis has been a resident of Bhinelander since 
1888, and is one of the best known and most estimable citizens of the 
city. 

Born in Omro, Winnebago county, Wisconsin, in 1886, the day of 
his birth being February 26, he is a son of Edward and Eleanore 
(Stafford) Davis. The father came to Wisconsin with his young wife 
and two small children from the state of New York in 1885, settling at 
Omro, Wisconsin, where he continued to conduct a farm until 1888. He 
sold out then and came to Oneida county, where he engaged in the sriw- 
mill business and so continued for three or four years, and then retired. 
He died in Rhinelander in 1895, and his widow followed him in Decem- 
ber, 1903. 

Charles E. Davis was reared in Bhinelander, where he gained his 
education in the public schools, finishing his schooling in the high school. 
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He then identified himself with various activities in the saw-mill line 
and was so occupied for about four years, or until July, 1904, when he 
lost his left arm at the elbow, as the result of an unfortunate accident 
encountered in the performance of his duties. 

Thus handicapped, Mr. Davis applied himself to the task of learn- 
ing something that would gain him his livelihood, despite his missing 
arm, and he took up a course in business training in the Williams Busi- 
ness College at Oshkosh. There he zealously pursued a thorough course 
in commercial training, after which he was employed for two years as 
a traveling salesman in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. He 
eventually returned to Rhinelander and put in three years driving 
a team, after which he was elected to his present ofSce. Since that time 
he has discharged the duties of his office in the moi^t efficient and busi- 
ness-like manner, and has amply justified the citizens of the county in 
their choice of a register. 

In 1906 Mr. Davis was married to Miss Hose Payette, of Deseronto, 
Canada, and to them four children have been bom. They are : Norman, 
Truman, Wynne and Rose. Mr. Davis is a member of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows and of the Beavers, but mantains no further 
fraternal affiliations. 

Albert J. O'Melia, district attorney for Oneida county, Wisconsin, 
with office and residence at Rhinelander, is the youngest district attor- 
ney in the state of Wisconsin, and one of the youngest in the United 
States. He was elected to his present office in the fall of 1912, suc- 
ceeding Charles W. Fricke, now of Wausau, Wisconsin, and assuming 
the duties of the oflSce on January 1, 1913. 

Mr. O'Melia was bom in Chase, Michigan, on April 4, 1889, and 
is a son of James and Anna (Clark) OTtfelia. When he was three 
months of age his parents moved to Hazelhurst, in Oneida county, Wis- 
consin, where the father was interested in the lumber business, and it 
should be mentioned here that since the fall of 1889 James O'Melia 
has been one of the leading lumber men of Oneida county. He and 
his wife both make their home in Rhinelander, the subject of this review 
sharing their home with them. 

After the removal of the family to Hazelhurst in 1889, Albert J. 
O'Melia continued there to live, and attended the public schools of the 
place, moving to Rhinelander with his parents in 1901 and entering 
the high school here. He was graduated in 1907, after which he 
entered the University of Wisconsin at Madison, where he spent the 
winter of 1907-08, and then entered Marquette College, in Milwaukee. 
He was graduated from the law department of that well known insti* 
tution in 1911, upon which he came to his home in Rhinelander and 
opened an office for the practice of his profession. 

It speaks especially well for the popularity of the young man^ as 
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well as for his natural brilliance and admitted talent, when it is known 
that in less than two years after he initiated the active practice of his 
profession he was named for the office of district attorney and elected 
by a pleasing majority. This was his first step into the political 
activities of the city and county, and the indications strongly point to 
a political career of considerable brilliance for him. He is a stanch 
Republican, and takes a foremost place in the party in the county. 

A member of the Roman Catholic church, Mr. O'Melia has member- 
ship in the Knights of Columbus, and he is also a member of the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

Andrew Simonson. In the death of Andrew Simonson, the founder 
and long the editor of The Wisconsin Agriculturist, the journalistic 
profession of Wisconsin lost one of its ablest and most prominent 
members. Mr. Simonson had spent nearly all his life in Racine, where 
he came as a boy, and had begun without money to lift himself to a 
position of influence in the community. He began work as a clerk, and 
ended by enjoying the friendship and esteem of thousands of citizens 
outside of his immediate community, and he had shown himself a 
strong man on all occasions when he was tested. His rare virtues and 
lovable character endeared him to the entire circle of his acquaintances, 
and he possessed many hundreds of staunch and devoted friends. 

Andrew Simonson was born in Porsgrund, Norway, on the ninth 
of August, 1861^ and died in Chicago on June 6, 1907. In 1869 his 
parents came to America, and located at Racine. A boy of eight years 
at the time, he continued his schooling in the local public schools, but the 
death of his father soon afterwards, threw him upon his own responsibil- 
ities, and at the same time he had to contribute to the support of the 
other members of the family as well. His first business experience was 
as clerk in a dry goods store. There, although very young, he dis- 
played unusual ability, and his industry and quickness in taking hold 
of practical business secured him rapid promotion, and he was soon 
on the high road to success. Leaving the dry goods business, after 
several years, he became associated with the S. Freeman & Sons Man- 
ufacturing Company, and his association with that firm was an impor- 
tant source of his subsequent success, chiefly because of the friendship 
which it brought about. Three years later Mr. Simonson became 
identified with The Racine Manufacturer, a monthly magazine, which 
he soon merged with The Racine Agriculturist. The name of the con- 
solidated magazine became The Racine Manufacturer and Agriculturist. 

The interest of Mr. Simonson, throughout his career as editor and 
publisher was always directed chiefly toward the field of agriculture, 
and it was for that reason that he soon succeeded in having the word 
** Manufacturer'' dropped from the title of his publication, so that it 
became The Rapine Agriculturist. In 1886 another change occurred, 
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when the title became The Bacine Wiscoimn AgriciMvrist, a title which 
afisumed its final form in 1892, as The Wisconsin Agrictdturist. 

Under the management of Mr. Simonsou, this paper became one of 
great influence and practical benefit to thousands of Wisconsin agri- 
culturists. In January, 1890, the publication was changed from 
monthly to semi-monthly, and seven years later a weekly issue was 
adopted. In 1902 The Wisconsin Agrictdturist absorbed the Farm, 
Field and Stockman of Winona, Minnesota, and more recently it took 
over the Farmers' Sentinel of MUuHmkee. The history of the paper has 
been one of steady growth, and to no one is the credit more due than 
to Andrew Simonson, who by his untiring efforts has placed it fore- 
most among American agricultural journals. Its publisher was con- 
stantly endeavoring to enlarge the scope, usefulness and interest of 
his publication, and that he was successful, every reader of The Wis- 
consin Agriculturist has many times admitted. The farmers of Wis- 
consin lost a true and loyal friend in the death of Mr. Simonson. His 
unusual ability as a business man, and his unbounded faith in the agri- 
cultural future of Wisconsin, together with his remarkable energy, 
enthusiasm and kindly interest, had done much to endear him to the 
farmers throughout this entire commonwealth. 

Although Mr. Simonson was a very busy man, he still found time to 
serve his community. In politics a Democrat, when his strength per- 
mitted he devoted both time and energy to the party organization. 
President Cleveland, during his second administration, appointed Mr. 
Simonson to the ofSce of postmaster in Bacine. His corps of associates, 
during that time in oflSce, displayed a loyalty seldom seen in public serv- 
ice, and at the same time his business management introduced a sys- 
tem and eflSciency in the ofSce which has not been surpassed under 
any subsequent administration. Mr. Simonson was devoted to his home, 
and his life of service was divided among his family, his business and 
the welfare of his community and fellow citizens. At his death he was 
survived by his wife and one son, the latter having completed a course 
in the Wisconsin College of Agriculture, where he pursued the studies 
and regular curriculum with the purpose in view of becoming his fath- 
er's associate. Shortly before the death of his father he had joined 
the staff of The Wisconsin Agriculturist and has since been identified 
with that paper. Mr. Arthur W. Simonson, as the responsible manager 
and editor of The Wisconsin Agriculturist, is continuing in the same 
line of high ideals and fine business enterprise, which had characterized 
his father's career before him, and the success of the paper is in excel- 
lait hands. 

John M. Kehlob, president of the Kenosha Realty Company, and 
one of the most influential men in this field of enterprise in Kenosha, 
is a native son of Wisconsin, bom in Elkhorn, on March 9, 1867. He 
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is a son of John C. M. and Isabella (Bemer) Kehlor, the father being 
a native of Scotland and the mother of New York State. 

John C. M. Kehlor was bom on January 20, 1839, and he came to 
America in early manhood, settling first at Milwaukee and then going 
to Elkhom, Wisconsin, there engaging in the grain business. Some 
time later, however, he removed to St. Louis, Missouri, and still later 
he returned to Wisconsin and settled in Kenosha, where he continued in 
active business until his death. Besides holding a large interest in the 
M. H. Pettit Malting Company of Kenosha, he retained his ownership 
in a flouring mill in St. Louis, where he had formerly been operating. 
Mr. Kehlor, or MacKehlor, as the name was known in Scotland up to 
the time when the father of the subject changed its form, was a com- 
paratively young man at his death, being only forty-six years old when 
death claimed him, on June 1, 1885. His wife, whose maiden name 
was Isabella Bemer, was bom in New York state in 1844, and she died 
on May 16, 1888. Both she and her husband were members of the 
Episcopal church. Their children were seven in number and were 
named as follows: Bertha, the wife of L. W. Stebbins, of Chicago, Illi- 
nois; John M., of Kenosha, whose name heads this review; James 
Remer, of Chicago; Stephen Eugene, also of that city; D. Howard of 
St. Louis; and two daughters who died in infancy. 

John M. Kehlor, on the maternal side, is descended from the Riggs 
family of Revolutionary ancestry, and his claim to membership in the 
Sons of the American Revolution rests upon his descent from James 
Riggs, Jr., of Connecticut. The following data, taken from the rec- 
ords of the state of Connecticut, for January, 1779, gives the line of 
descent as follows: 1. Joseph Riggs, Jr., was a lieutenant in the Fourth 
Company, Second Regiment of Connecticut Troops, and fought in 
the Revolution. He married Rachel Chatfield. 2. Htmnah Riggs mar- 
ried Josiah Whitney. 3. Hannah Riggs Whitney married Abram 
Remer. 4. Stephen Henry Remer was the maternal grandfather of 
John M. Kehlor. He was born in New York state and there married 
Miss Adeline Tibbies. They came to Wisconsin in the forties, settling in 
Elkhom, where Stephen Remer died in middle life. His wife lived to 
reach the age of seventy years. They had two children, — Isabella, 
who became Mrs. Kehlor, and Clarence E., a resident of Kenosha. 

John M. Kehlor was six years of age when his parents moved to 
St. Louis, where they spent one year, after which the family came to 
Kenosha in 1873. In Kenosha the boy attended the public schools, 
and when he had finished with the high school of that city he entered 
Racine College. In 1883 he went to St. Louis to work in a new flouring 
mill which his father had just built .there, and he remained in that 
city until the disposition of the property after the death of his father. 
For a short time after that event he worked for his uncle, James B. M. 
Kehlor, who operated a grain elevator in East St. Louis, and flouring 
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mills in St. Louis, and after traveling for something like two years, 
he retomed to St. Louis and engaged in the grain commission business, 
as a member of the firm of Kehlor & Samuels. This partnership con- 
tinued until 1890, when Mr. Kehlor withdrew and engaged in the 
mining business in Joplin, Missouri, where he was actively interested 
for two years. At the end of that time he came to Kenosha, and after 
being for some time an operator on the Chicago Board of Trade he 
established himself in the real estate and insurance business in Keno- 
sha, in 1902. Since that time he has continued actively and suc- 
cessfully in the business. The Kenosha Realty Company was organ- 
ized and incorporated in 1902, with. H. B. Robinson as president, Mr. 
Kehlor as vice-president and secretary. In 1908 Mr. Kehlor was made 
president and Walter M. Burke became vice-president and secretary in 
his stead. The business is one of the most successful and prosperous 
of its kind in these parts and in its operations reflects the business integ- 
rity and capacity of its chief executive. 

Mr. Keblor is now secretary of the Home Telephone Company of 
Kenosha, and has other business connections of a representative nature. 
He is a Mason of the thirty-second degree and also has membership in 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

On January 9, 1889, Mr. Kehlor was married to Miss Franceses 
Reese Haven, a daughter of Julius and Ellen (Spear) Haven of Chi- 
cago, the former of whom was at one time a paymaster in the United 
States army. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Kehlor: 
James Malcolm; Hugh Spear and Kenneth Haven. James Malcolm is 
a graduate of the Illinois State University at Champaign. 

Mr. Kehlor is a Republican in his political faith and while not one 
to seek political favors, having always declined public ofKce, he has been 
more or less prominent in the ranks of the party in a local way. He is 
undeniably one of the stanch and valued citizens of the community, 
where he. has taken a prominent part in the recent development work 
of the city of his adoption. 

Adelbert Monroe Penny. A large central section of Wisconsin has 
become famous the country over for its potato crop. Wisconsin potatoes 
now have no superior, and a large district, including Waupaca county, 
derives its chief agricultural prosperity from the growing of this staple 
vegetable food. Naturally many men have grown wealthy through 
their interest in potatoes, and among these producers the acknowledged 
*' potato king*' is Albert M. Penny, president of the wholesale potato 
house of A. M. Penny Company at Waupaca. For the past sixteen 
years Mr. Penny has also been prominent in the local affairs of Wau- 
paca as postmaster, and is closely identified with the business and public 
life of his city and county. Mr. Penny has been a resident of Waupaca 
county since 1855, coming here when he was four years of age. 
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His parents were Asher and Harriet A. (Dewey) 'Penny, of old New 
York state families. His mother belonged to the same family Which 
produced the great Spanish- American war hero, Admiral George Dewey. 
Asher Penny daring his residence in New York state had a farm, but 
was chiefly engaged as a fisherman. He had miles of ''gill nets,'' and 
derived a comfortable income from his fishing industry. In 1855, he 
set out for the west, coming by way of the great lakes, and with their 
household goods and tools brought a team and wagon as part of their 
freight on the boat. At Sheboygan, Wisconsin, they disembarked and 
thence started overland for Waupaca county. No roads at that time 
were cut through the forest and they had to follow along a blazed trail. 
However, the trip had many pleasant features, and it was by no means 
a disagreeable experience to camp out by the roadside under the June 
skies, while the woods and streams furnished abundance of game and 
fish for their table. On arriving in Waupaca county, the elder Penny 
rented a farm in the town of Farmington, and moved into a small cabin, 
covered with a roof of birch-bark and dirt. A trundle-bed was provided 
for the boy Adelbert, and his brother Ben. Among his boyhood mem- 
ories he recalls how on rainy nights when the water leaked through the 
leaky roof his mother would frequently leave her own bed and come 
over and **tuck the boys in" securely. Within a year after settling 
in Waupaca county, Asher Penny bought a farm of eighty acres in the 
same town. From that time forward he continued to prosper and was 
long known as one of the successful men of his vicinity. Later he added 
another eighty acres, and at the time of his death possessed a farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres of very valuable land. He died on his 
farm at the age of about seventy-three years. His wife never recovered 
the* shock of his demise, declined steadily and followed him to the grave 
a few years later. Asher and Harriet (Dewey) Penny were the parents 
of six children, two of whom died young. Those living are: Adelbert 
M., Benjamin F., Talfourd H. and Franklin L. All the sons became 
farmers and have been representative men of Waupaca county. Frank 
is now the possessor and occupant of the old home place. 

Adelbert M. Penny, best known in his community by the title of 
**Dell,'' was bom in Henderson township of Jefferson county, New" 
York, February 15, 1851, and was four years of age when the family 
emigration was accomplished to Wisconsin. His boyhood was spent on 
a farm much after the manner of other boys in those days, and he 
attended one of the old-time country schools of Waupaca county. He 
was liberally educated, completing his schooling at Ripon College, after 
which he returned home and found a vocation awaiting him on his fa- 
ther's farm. All his time and energies were devoted to farming up to 
1880, when he started a development of his present extensive business 
as a potato shipper. From that time he has held a leading place among 
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the potato dealers in this state and is now the oldest shipper in point 
of service in the great potato belt of Wisconsin. 

In 1882 Mr. Penny moved to the county seat at Waupaca, and has 
since been actively identified with the welfare of the city in many ways. 
In 1904 was organized the A. M. Penny Company, wholesale dealers in 
potatoes, and it was incorporated with a capital stock of seventy-five 
thousand dollars. Mr. Penny is president of the company, while John 

F. Jardine is secretary. His interests extend to other branches pf the 
jpotato industry, and he is connected with three potato starch factories, 
— ^the Union Starch Company of Waupaca, of which he is president; 
the Hancock Starch & Potato Company of Hancock, of which he is also 
president, and the Plainfield Starch and Potato Company at Plain- 
field, of which he is vice-president and John F. Jardine is president. 
Mr. Penny is the largest stockholder in the Waupaca and Green Bay 
Railroad Company, a line connecting Waupaca with Scandanavia. Mr. 
Penny was one of the original stockholders in this railroad, and has 
been its general manager since the organization. 

During the McKinley administration, Mr. Penny was appointed 
jpostmaster at Waupaca, succeeding Henry Mumbrue, and has given a 
capable administration of the oflftce ever since through several different 
reappointments. He has had charge of the oflSce during the important 
extension of the rural free delivery service, and also had the distinction 
of being the postmaster at the time of the inauguration of the parcel 
post ^stem. Mr. Penny has steadily given his support to Republican 
principles, but for several years has taken no active interest in politics. 

Mr. Penny is a thorough lover of country life and especially of the 
great industry of farming. He still keeps up his part as a producer 
of crops, and enjoys the supervision of two adjoining farms, comprising 
three hundred acres, one mile and a half west of Waupaca in the town 
of Farmington. 

He is what might be called a ''home man," and although often 
urged to connect himself with fraternal clubs and organizations has 
always preferred the quiet happiness of his home circle. 

On September 15, 1874, he was married to Mary Jane Fowlie, a 
daughter of James Fowlie, now deceased, who was one of the pioneers 
of Waupaca county. Mr. and Mrs. Penny are the parents of three 
daughters. The oldest is Miss Rose M. Eva Dell is the wife of Charles 

G. Sawyer, and the mother of one child, Margaret. Mr. Sawyer is 
associated with Mr. Penny in the potato business, as a member of the 
firm of A. M. Penny Company. Etta Belle, the youngest, is the wife 
of Barry E. Townsend, a prominent young coal operator in West Vir- 
ginia. The Penny residence is a fine old home, a substantial brick 
dwelling standing in the midst of well kept grounds in Main street in 

Waupaca, 

Toi. vni— 4 
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John Olk. The rise of John 01k in his particular field of industry 
has been steady and constant, taking him from the status of a day 
laborer to that of superintendent of bridges and buildings of the Ash- 
land Division of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company, with 
headquarters at Antigo. He has also advanced in other lines as well, 
and is today a member of the directorate of the Langlade National Bank 
of Antigo, Wisconsin. Mr. 01k has been located here since 1881, coming 
here at the time when the old Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western Rail- 
road, now the 0. & N. W., was put through to Antigo. He began work 
for the Northwestern in the spring of 1881, commencing his duties as 
a day laborer at Eland Junction, and coming to Antigo in the autumn 
of the same year, still as a common workman. In 1882 he became a 
crew foreman, so well had he devoted himself to his duties, and so 
capable did he prove himself in the mechanics of bridge and other build- 
ing, his advance from then was steady, and in 1903 he became super- 
intendent of buildings and bridges for the Ashland division, as has 
already been stated. 

Mr. 01k was bom in Outagamie county, Wisconisn, on April 25, 
1859, on the farm of his parents, who were Peter and Margaret (Miller) 
01k, both of whom were bom and reared in Germany, and who came to 
America in 1855 and 1857 respectively. They were married here, and 
settled down to a life on the farm, in which they were successful and 
happy. The father died in 1894, on the old farm, while the mother 
still lives, aged eighty years. 

Mr. 01k was reared on the farm home, and attended the country 
schools. He entered railroad work as a boy and from then until now 
his activities have been along constructive lines in the department of 
railroad service already outlined. 

In 1886 Mr. 01k was married to Mary E. Steffen, a daughter of John 
and Aplonia Steffen, and a sister of Dr. I. D. Steffen, of Antigo, of 
whom a sketch appears on other pages of this work. She was a farmer 'a 
daughter, and her birth occurred on the farm adjoining the one on 
which Mr. 01k was bom, so that they were acquaintances from child- 
hood. Five children have been bom to Mr. and Mrs. 01k. Henry, the 
eldest, is a mining engineer at Hurley, Wisconsin; Harold is a drug- 
gist in Clintonville, Wisconsin ; Clarence is a court reporter in Antigo ; 
and John and Merritt are attending high school in Antigo. 

Mr. 01k is a member of the Blue Lodge of Masons, as well as the 
Chapter and Commandery, with aflSliations in the Consistory, having 
taken his thirty-second degree. He is also a member of Tripoli Tem- 
ple, Ancient Order of the Mystic Shrine. He is further fraternally 
identified by his membership in the Modern Woodmen of America. 

In the way of public service, Mr. 01k has devoted six years to a place 
on the city council, where he performed praiseworthy service in the 
best interests of Antigo, and he is a stockholder in the Langlade National 
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Bank, in which he is a director. A citizen of many admirable qualities^ 
he has a foremost place among the leading men of the city. 

Reverend Father Alphons M. Broens, who for more than a quar- 
ter of a century has been pastor of St. Joseph's church, at Sturgeon 
Bay, Wisconsin, was bom in the city of Weert, Holland, May 1, 1864, 
and is a son of Arnold and Anna (Becks) Broens. As far as can be 
traced back the Broens have been business meil, principally merchants, 
but on his n^iother's side Father Broens is related to the lat^ Father 
Peter Becks, who for many years was superior-general of the Jesuits. 
Father Broens is one of twelve children, of whom five died in infancy, 
and three sons, Leo, Alphons and Lambert J., became priests. The last 
named is now deceased. 

Father Broens attended the schools of his native place until he was 
twelve years of age, at which time he entered the college at Weert, and 
was graduated in 1881, coming immediately thereafter to the United 
States. He first located in Indiana, where he entered Notre Dame 
University, and studied philosophy until September, 1882, then going 
to Cincinnati, Ohio. There for ten months he served as professor of 
Latin in St. Joseph's College and also taught mathematics, and in Sep- 
tember, 1883, entered St. Francis Seminary, near Milwaukee, where he 
completed his full theological course in 1886, thus qualifying himself 
to enter the priesthood. In the latter year he came to Green Bay, Wis- 
consin, and after spending some time at the bishop's home here, was 
appointed assistant pastor of the Catholic church at Marinette, Wiscon- 
sin, taking charge October 21, 1886, and retiring September 8, 1887, the 
date of his coming to Sturgeon Bay, he having been appointed to St. 
Joseph's church here. Since his coming he has made numerous im- 
provements in the parish^ the original church being replaced by one of 
brick, and the latter by a handsome stone edifice. The brick schoolhouse 
was built in 1888 and opened on October 1st of that year with 111 pupils 
and three teachers, while the present attendance comprises 235 pupils. 
In 1890 the Sisters' residence was erected, and at the same time the 
priest's house was enlarged and improved. A new stone residence was 
erected in 1913. Father Broens now has a congregation of three 
hundred families of not less than six nationalities. He has won the 
affection and confidence of his people, and through twenty-five years 
of devoted service has shown himself no less their friend than their 
spiritual adviser. Father Broens is a member of the Catholic Knights 
and the Catholic Order of Foresters. 

A short history of St. Joseph's church, as set down in the souvenir 
of the Silver Jubilee of Father Broens as pastor, will prove interesting. 
It is as follows: 

In the year 1865 the first Catholic settlers, although scattered over 
a large territory, decided to establish a parish at Sturgeon Bay. The 
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first entry found in the church, record reads: ''Paid for the place to 
J. Lavassor, $66.00/' The "Place'' was a four-acre tract in what was 
then a wilderness but is now the flourishing little city of Sturgeon 
Bay. On this spot the first church, a frame building 35x45 feet, was 
erected in the year 1865. The people built this church as best th^y 
could, being only occasionally visited by priests from Kewaunee, Ahna- 
pee and Rosiere. In the year 1869 Rev. Ferdinand Stem was appointed 
first resident priest. He, however, remained by a short time, making 
his home at the old Northwestern House. During his administration 
the first church bell was brought to Door county. This bell, after hav- 
ing announced tidings of joy and sorrow for so many years for the mem- 
bers of St. Joseph 's parish, is still continuing its mission, as it summons 
to divine services the members of Corpus Christi parish, to whom it 
was donated in 1903. 

R^v. John Adelaar took up his residence here on New Year Day, 
1872. The church, which had been utilized as a mission since 1866, 
was dedicated by him January 14th of that year. Father Adelaar 
remained here fifteen months, resigning in April, 1873. The church 
was again without a pastor for three years, but was attended a part 
of the time by the pastor from Ahnapee, Rev. J. Rohde, whose mission- 
ary trips covered the entire peninsula. On the 30th day of April, 1876, 
Rev. Englebert Blume took charge of this parish and worked here until 
the 30th of September, 1884. This was an unusually long pastorate 
in those pioneer days. He was succeeded on the 8th of November of the 
same year by the Rev. G. J. Pellegrin, who remained in charge of the 
parish until September 9, 1887, when the present pastor took up the 
burdens and responsibilities, which have continued to rest on his shoul- 
ders to the present time. The old frame <;hurch was still doing service 
at that time. In the year 1888 the parochial school was established. 
The brick school building, which at that time was considered quite a 
pretentious structure, was dedicated on the 2nd day of October. 

Ground was broken for the brick church, which was to replace the 
frame church building, on the 2nd of August of the same year, 
and on the 3rd of October the corner-stone was solemnly blessed. Work 
was resumed in the jspring of the next year and pushed vigorously so 
that the church could be dedicated on the 6th of October. This church 
was 40x90 feet in dimensions. The steeple was completed in 1891. In 
the summer of 1900 the sanctuary and sacristies were added, making the 
total length of the building 110 feet. A new parsonage was started in 
1903 and completed in 1904. 

On Easter Sunday of the latter year a new parish was organized, 
on the west side, but in spite of these additions to the church and the 
division of the parish, it soon became evident that a larger and safer 
building was becoming an absolute necessity. This important step was 
decided upon in December, 1907, and a building fund started for this 
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purpose. In the fall of 1908 part of the foundation walls were built 
and this work was continued early in the spring of the year 1909, so that 
the comer-stone could be laid on the second of May. During this year 
the main auditorium was completed and the old church razed, so that 
all building inaterials could be utilized in the new building; thereby 
reducing the cost of the building. On Sunday, November 28, 1909, 
the first services were held in the new church. Work on the interior 
of the sanctuary was continued during the winter months and the fol- 
lowing year saw the entire building completed. The solemn dedication 
took place Sunday, November 14, 1910. This grand and happy day is 
still; fresh in the memory of all the parishioners. 

Louis W. Shakshesky. Entering the insurance field in 1885, Mr. 
Shakshesky has had a steadily increasing growth in capacity and range 
of business and is now one of the best known insurance men of the 
state. He is general agent at |Aadison for the Northwestern Life Insur- 
ance Company of Milwaukee. He has also long been an influential fac- 
tor in the industrial and commercial affairs of his home city of Jefferson. 

Louis W. Shakshesky was bom March 17, 1854, in Bridgeport, Con- 
necticut, a son of S. W. and Amala Shakshesky, both parents being 
natives of Germany, and the father coming to America in 1852, followed 
a little later by his family of wife and five children. The family home 
for about five years was at Bridgeport, after which they came west and 
located at JanesviUe, Wisconsin^ where the senior Shakshesky was 
engaged in the hotel business. The children numbered seven in all and 
four of them are still living. 

Louis W., the youngest in the family, attained a common school 
education in Porter county, Pennsylvania, up to his tenth year, finish- 
ing school in Rome, Wisconsin. He then went to Chicago, and attained 
a position as salesman in the wholesale millinery house of D. B. Fisk & 
Company, in which establishment he remained for some five years. He 
next engaged in the merchandising business on his own account at 
Rome, in Jeflferson county, Wisconsin, for six years. 

In 1885 Mr. Shakshesky was appointed district agent of the North- 
western Life Insurance Association at Jefferson, and has never long 
been out of the insurance field since that time. After the first year he 
a£Sliated himself with Robert Wootten in the insurance business under 
the style of Shakshesky & Wootten, a business partnership which con- 
tinued for ten years, with oflBces in Madison. In 1907 Mr. Shakshesky 
became general agent at Madison for five counties of the state for the 
Northwestern Life. He conducted this business alone, but in 1910 
formed a partnership insurance with Ed McMahon, a relationship 
which continued for only one and one-half years. In 1912 was formed 
his present partnership with Clifford McMillan, a graduate of the State 
University and a young man possessing very rare ability in insurance 
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work. The firm is now known as Shakshesky & McMillan and does a 
larger business in this field than any other firm in tbe city of Madison 
or southern Wisconsin, 

Mr. Shakshesky has been connected and helped to promote many 
business enterprises in Jefferson, where he has his home, fie is a stock- 
holder in a number of the manufacturing industries, and a man of 
respected influence. He is vice president of the Judith Basin Land 
Company of Oregon. Mr. Shakshesky through his connection with this 
company has assumed the responsibility of disposing of a portion of the 
large body of western land held by the company. Fraternally Mr. 
Shakshesky is affiliated with the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks; the Masonic Order from Blue Lodge to 
Commandery York Rite, and through thirty-two degrees of the Scot- 
tish Rite, including the Shrine at Milwaukee. He is a member of the 
Madison club." 

In June, 1883, he married Miss Sophia Quick, and their three chil- 
dren are: Nona, wife of E. VerHahen; Vallie, wife of Lawrence Mis- 
tetele; and W. Merrill, now attending school. 

John A. H. Keith. As president of the Wisconsin State Normal 
School in the city of Oshkosh, Professor Keith holds distinctive pres- 
tige in connection with educational affairs in the state, and his admin- 
istration in the office of chief executive of the normal school has been 
such as to bring the work of the institution up to the highest standard 
of efficiency and to give him further reputation in pedagogic circles. 
He IB a man of specially fine academic attainments, a deep and appreci- 
ative student along scholastic lines, and a man of marked e^^ecutive 
ability. He has achieved much during his incumbency of his present 
office and as one of the able and popular figures in the educational 
activities of Wisconsin he is properly accorded definite recognition in 
this history of the state. 

Professor Keith was bom at Homer, Champaign county, Illinois, on 
the 28th of November, 1869, and is a son of Harvey H. and Juliet Carter 
(Hull) Keith, both of whom were born in Indiana, where the respective 
families were founded in the pioneer epoch of its history. To the pub- 
lic schools of his native state Professor Keith is indebted for his prelim- 
inary educational discipline, which was effectively supplemented by a 
course in the Illinois State Normal School at Normal. After leaving 
this institution his next definite action in the furtherance of his higher 
academic education was his matriculation in historic old Harvard Uni- 
versity, in which he was graduated as a member of the class of 1899 and 
from which he received the degree of Bachelor of Laws. In 1900 his 
alma mater conferred upon him the supplemental degree of Master of 
Arts, after his completion of the requisite post-graduate work. 

The pedagogic career of Professor Keith, like t\iose of many others 
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who have attained to distinction in educational work, had its inception 
when he assumed the dignified position of teacher in a district school 
in Illinois, and it may be said that his initial experience did much to 
fortify him in self-confidence, appreciation and professional enthusiasm, 
so that he. has never 4iad cause to regret his choice of vocation. He 
finally became principal of the public schools of Camargo, Illinois. He 
then became a member of the faculty of the Illinois State Normal 
School at Normal, in which he assumed charge of the grammar grade 
department of the training department. He retained this position two 
years and resigned to go to Harvard University. For the seven years 
following his graduation from Harvard he was assistant in pedagogy 
in the Illinois State Normal School at DeKalb. At the expiration of 
the period noted he returned to the normal school at Normal and 
assumed the supervision of the training department. He continued in 
tenure of this position until 1907, when he resigned, to assume his pres- 
ent office of president of the Wisconsin State Normal School at Osh- 
kosh, a position to which he was appointed by the Board of Regents. 

Within the regime of President Keith the Normal school at Osh- 
kosh has made material and substantial advancement, both in the char- 
acter of its work and in 'the increased enrollment of students. The 
average annual enrollment has been augmented by fully one hundred 
students, and within the administration of Professor Keith the institu- 
tion has built a gymnasium costing forty thousand dollars; a power- 
house has been erected, at a cost of twenty thousand dollars; and eighty 
thousand dollars have been expended for the erection of the fine and 
admirably equipped building devoted to industrial educational work, 
besides which additional land has been secured, as a preliminary to still 
further building improvements. The normal department now offers a 
regular and thoroughly systematized course of two years, and facilities 
are afforded for the students of this department to defray in part or 
wholly the expenses of their maintenance while pursuing their pre- 
scribed curriculum. At the present time a very appreciable percentage 
of the students are self-supporting. The industrial department, with 
the best of facilities and an able corps of instructors, has been in oper- 
ation since March, 1911, and has proved a most valuable and popular 
complement to the other advantages afforded at this admirable school. 
President Keith, as previously intimated, is an enthusiast in his chosen 
calling, and also has the power of infusing enthusiasm in those about 
him, — ^both the instructors and the student body. He is progressive in 
his ideas and policies, and his work at Oshkosh has been such as greatly 
to heighten his professional and administrative reputation. 

Professor Keith holds membership in the National Educational Asso- 
ciation, and was president of the normal department of this body for 
1912-13. He also is actively identified with the Wisconsin State Teach- 
ers' Association, in which he is an active worker, and he is a member of 



Digitized by 



Google 



2192 HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 

several college organizations, including those of fraternal order. He 
has been for a number of years a special contributor to maiiy of the 
leading educational magazines, and is the author of an interesting and 
valuable work entitled ** Elementary Education/' the same having 
gained wide circulation and being specially valuable as a guide for teach- 
ers in the public schools, as well as in other fields of educational work. 
On the 7th of June, 1900, was solemnized the marriage of Professor 
Keith to Miss Rebecca Foley. Mrs. Keith is a woman of most gracious 
presence and of much culture, and prior to her marriage she had been 
for a brief period a teacher in the public schools, in which line of work 
her popularity was on a parity with her recognized ability. Professor 
and Mrs. Keith have two children, — Mary Lee, and John A. H., Jr. 

Paul T. Kbez. While it is in the office of county judge of Sheboygan 
county that Mr. Krez is best known to the general public, having held 
this office continuously since 1901, he has for thirty years been prom- 
inent in affairs, and is one of the leading members of the Sheboygan 
county bar. 

Paul T. Krez was born August 20, 1860, at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, 
a son of General Conrad and Adolphine (Stemmler) Krez. His father 
was one of Milwaukee's distinguished citizens, and some of the facts of 
his career are given on other pages of this collection. Judge Krez 
attended the public schools of his native city, and in 1880 was graduated 
from the law department of the University of Wisconsin. On being 
admitted to the bar he established an office at Sheboygan, and while his 
practice has always been considerable, he has devoted much of his time 
to public affairs. In 1883 he was elected city attorney, and in 1891 was 
chosen a member of the board of public works, of which he was secre- 
tary. Judge Krez was also one of the organizers of the South Side Land 
Company of which he was treasurer for several years. For four years 
he was deputy United States Collector for the Port of Sheboygan. His 
election to the office of county judge in 1901 initiated an important 
public service, which has been continued by the approval of Sheboygan 
county citizens at each recurring election to the present time. 

Judge Krez is a Royal Arch Mason, being affiliated with Lodge No. 
11, A. F. & A. M., and with Harmony Chapter, No. 10, R. A. M. He 
was elected to the office of Grand Regent of the Royal Arcanum for the 
state of Wisconsin and is also a member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. In politics he is a Democrat. 

On October 21, 1886, Judge Krez married Miss Minnie Schroeder. 
Their two children are: Conrad A., bom September 29, 1894; and 
Frederick William, born October 22, 1899. 

Simon Gillen. One of the best known and successful lawyers of 
Sheboygan is Simon Gillen. He is not only an able lawyer, but has 
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taken an active part in state polities, and has won a reputation for his 
fidelity to his ideals and to the trust which the people of the state and 
conununity have reposed in him. He is the type of citizen who began 
life without special advantages, except such as he secured by his own 
efforts, and rose from a place among the multitude to a front rank in 
his learned profession. 

Born May 1, 1855, in Sheboygan county, Simon Gillen is a son of 
James and Nancy (Larkin) Gillen, both of whom were natives of Ireland. 
James Gillen came to the United States in 1839, first located at Boston, 
Massachusetts, and in 1849 settled in the town of Mitchell in Sheboy- 
gan county, where he bought a farm and continued as a substantial 
and prosperous tiUer of the soil until 1893. • Retiring from the country 
he moved to the city of Sheboygan, and there lived in comfort until his 
death in 1902. He was a devout Catholic, and in politics a Democrat. 
Of his seven children, five are living today. 

Simon Gillen, who, was the third of the family, attended the common 
schools only up to his thirteenth year, and then began doing for him- 
self, in first one occupation and then in another, and eventually got his 
true direction according to his abilities and inclinations. At the age 
of eighteen he found employment as a brakeman on the railroad, but 
after two years returned to the farm and lived at home until he was 
twenty-five. He was then elected chairman of the township, an oflSce 
he held from 1880 to 1882. In the fall of the latter year he was elected 
a member of the general assembly and represented his district one term. 
Elected clerk of the circuit court of Sheboygan county in the fall of 
1882, he administered that ofSce six years, when he was admitted to the 
bar in May, 1888. In the fall of 1888 he was elected to the office of district 
attorney, a position in which he served until January, 1894. His place 
as district attorney was resigned so as to permit his entering upon his 
duties as county judge, an office to which he had been elected in April, 
1893. After the expiration of a term of four years in that office he 
practiced his profession at Sheboygan and now gives practically all 
his attention to his representative clientage. In addition to the public 
and official services already mentioned, Mr. Gillen has served as an 
alderman or member of the Common Council of the city of Sheboygan for 
the years 1891, 1907, 1908 and 1909. He is one of the older members 
of the Sheboygan county bar and enjoys the confidence of all who in 
any way have had business relations with him. 

Mr. Gillen is a devout member of the Catholic church and affiliates 
with the Knights of Columbus. On October 20, 1896, at Sheboygan, he 
married Miss Amelia Stude. To their marriage has been born one son, 
James Simon, on December 11, 1901. 

Walter Lyman Haight. Editor and manager of the Racine Daily 
Times, Walter L. Haight is a well known Wisconsin newspaper man, 
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and the son of a former editor of the Milwaukee Sentinel and the 
Waukesha Freeman, His is a family of newspaper men, since of the 
father's six children, five are or have been in the newspaper business. 

Walter Lyman Haight was bom at Waukesha, Wisconsin, March 
4, 1884. The Haight family had its origin in America with Simon 
Haight, who came from England to Charlestown, .Massachusetts, in 
1628. He died at Stamford, Connecticut, in 1657. The oldest of his 
ten children was Walter, the ancestor of the family of newspaper men 
in Wisconsin. Caleb, one son of Simon, settled in Dutchess county, 
New York, where most of his descendants live. One of them was 
Theron W. Haight, father of Walter L., who moved to Waukesha 
after serving through the Civil War and reared his family in Wis- 
consin. Theron W. Haight was bom in JeflEerson county. New York, 
September 14, 1840. A lawyer by profession, he was educated in the 
public schools and under the tutelage of Bishop William Parrett of 
Maryland, at that time serving as pastor at Pierrepont Manor, New 
York. Theron W. Haight was a member of the Episcopal church, a 
Republican in politics, and during his long career in Wisconsin was 
best known as a newspaper man, author and literary student. While 
living in New York he went to the war in Company K of the Twenty- 
fourth New York Infantry, and served as private, sergeant and second 
lieutenant in his company. He subsequently was city attorney, an 
alderman and a justice of the peace at Waukesha. His death occurred 
October 19, 1913. Theron W. Haight married Annie Y. Youmans, who 
was bom in Mukwonago, Wisconsin, a daughter of Dr. and Mrs. H. A. 
Youmans, who descended from Vermont parentage. 

Walter L. Haight received a common and high school education at 
Waukesha, and has been in the newspaper business for fifteen years, 
working in the cities of Milwaukee, Chicago, and Racine, and for the 
past three years has been connected with the Racine Daily Times, of 
which he is editor and manager. He has held no public office, but is an 
active Republican. His church is the Episcopal, and he is a member of 
the Press Club of Milwaukee and of the Commercial Club of Racine. 

At Milwaukee on June 28, 1911, Mr. "Haight married Geraldine H. 
Foley, daughter of James L. Foley of Wauwatosa. Mrs. Haight is a 
graduate of the University of Wisconsin, and her father was a former 
county treasurer of Milwaukee county, and during the Civil War w^as 
sergeant in Company K of the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin Volunteers. 
Mr. Haight has one son, Robert Walter Haight, born at Racine, April 
1, 1912. 

Oscar Anderson. One of the most popular of the younger Repub- 
licans in Marinette county is the present clerk of the circuit court, Oscar 
A. Anderson. Mr. Anderson has spent practically all his life in Mari- 
nette, is a graduate of the local high school, and has won his present 
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position by hard work and conscientious endeavor in behalf of the gen- 
eral welfare of his community. 

Oscar A. Anderson was bom at Hawksburg, Ontario, Canada, Janu- 
ary 8, 1887, a son of John and Eliza (Wright) Anderson. His father, 
who is still living, has long been an industrious citizen of Marinette, 
having moved the family to this city when Oscar was three months of 
age. Here the father was for some years employed by a boom cojnpany. 
Oscar A. Anderson attended the local schools, and in 1906 graduated 
from the Marinette high school. He soon afterwards entered the office 
of Mr. M. L. Evert as law clerk and stenographer, and was employed in 
that position for seven years. Since becoming of age he has taken much 
interest in Republican politics and was the popular choice in Novem- 
ber, 1912, for the office of clerk of the circuit court His official duties 
began on January 6, 1913, when he succeeded Mr. C. A. Budlong, who 
is now sheriflf pf Marinette county. His fraternal affiliations are with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

Daniel W. Lawleb. A native of Wisconsin who has attained emi- 
nence in the bar of St. Paul, and a lawyer of rare equipment and achieve- 
ments, Daniel W. Lawler was bom at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, 
March 28, 1859, the scion of an old pioneer family. 

His father, the late (General John Lawler, was, if such a distinction 
may be given to any man, the leading citizen of southern Wisconsin. 
He was one of the projectors of the enterprise to build one of the first 
railroad bridges over the Mississippi and all causes with which he 
identified himself were likely to be of successful outcome. He will long 
be remembered as a man of signal honor and usefulness and worthy of 
the emulation of ingenuous youth. The maiden name of his wife was 
Catherine Dinan. 

As his father was a man of means, the serious problem of his to 
gain an education, which confronts so many young men of ability and 
ambition, did not confront Daniel W. Lawler. His earlier training was 
gained in private schools and later he was a student at Georgetown Col- 
lege, District of Columbia. From the latter he received the degree of 
Master of Arts. In the meantime a long gathering desire to become a 
lawyer had reached the point of crystallization and he attacked his 
Blackstone in the law department of Yale University, and in due time 
received the degrees of LL. B. and M. L. 

In 1884 Mr. Lawler came to St. Paul to enter upon the practice of his 
profession, and his was the somewhat unusual fortune to be successful 
from the start. Two years later his career in public life was inaugurated 
in his appointment as assistant United States district attorney, in which 
capacity he served two years, resigning in 1888. In March, 1891, he 
was elected by the council of the city corporation attorney and as 
such served two years. He had in the meantime become very active in 
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Democratic politics, and passionately devoted to the principles of his 
party; he was always ready to do anything, to go anywhere, to pro- 
claim its ideas and to support its candidates. In 1892 his party nomi- 
nated him for governor and the campaign he made is memorable in 
state political annals. He gained a wide reputation for oratory and 
wherever he appeared men became his partisans. He ran ahead qf his 
party, 4>ut he could not overcome the normally large Republican plu- 
rality, reinforced by the personal strength and national prestige of 
his opponent, Hon. Knute Nelson. In that campaign he coined the 
famous expression, *^I am no man's man, and I wear no man's collar." 
In 1896 he was chosen a member of the National Democratic Com- 
mittee from Minnesota, but opposed Mr. Bryan and the Chicago plat- 
form and refused to qualify. 

In 1893 Mr. Lawler became chief counsel for the legal department 
of the Chicago Great Western Railway, which position he resigned 
in 1901 and returned to general practice. He has a fine legal mind 
and it is generally acknowledged that he has few equals before a 
jury. The following paragraphs are taken from a tribute to Mr. 
Lawler published in one of the city's journals: 

*' There are many in St. Paul who would like to see Daniel W. 
Lawler the next United States senator from Minnesota. There are 
also many who believe that Mr. Lawler will be. He has long been 
active in Minnesota politics and has been given political preferment 
several times. His forensic ability is of the highest character and his 
attainments as a lawyer, a politician and a progressive citizen are rec- 
ognized on every side. As mayor of St. Paul from 1908 to 1910 he 
demonstrated that there were no strings tied to Daniel W. Lawler and 
that he, in fact, was mayor. With lightning-like rapidity and the tre- 
mendous force of a trip-hammer his blows fell on those with whom he 
took issue on the conduct of municipal affairs for the best good of the 
people. Friend and foe alike felt the weight of his power, and were 
held to the public gaze upon the manner of their conduct. 

** Ability, individuality, fairness, energy, firmness and fearlessness 
characterize this man. ... In 1908 he became the standard bearer 
of the St. Paul Democracy for the mayorship and was easily elected. 
His tenure of office marked the most strenuous two years in the history 
of the St. Paul city hall, and the mayor gave way to H. P. Keller in 
June, 1910, even more popular than when he assumed office." 

Mr. Lawler was married in 1886, two years after his arrival in this 
city, Elizabeth O'Leary, daughter of the Hon. John O'Leary, a promi- 
nent citizen of St. Paul, becoming his wife. They share their home 
with two children, Samuel Fahnestock and Margaret Elizabeth. A 
son, John Daniel, died in infancy. The family is prominent in social 
life here and the Lawler household is one of the most hospitable and 
renowned in the city. 
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In addition to his many other activities, Mr. Lawler is professor of 
criminal law and procedure at the St. Paul College of Law, and is 
extremely popular with his classes. His career has been one to reflect 
further honor upon a' state which has furnished so generous a quota of 
distinguished sons to the larger planes of professional and civic affairs. 

Chables W. Bunn, general counsel for the Northern Pacific Bail- 
way Company, is following in the footsteps of his father, Judge 
Bomango Bunn of Wisconsin, in his day one of the most illustrious 
jurists of the northwest. ^ 

Charles W. Bunn is himself a native of the Badger state, his life 
record having begun on May 21, 1855, near Galesville, Trempealeau 
county, Wisconsin. The maiden name of his mother was Sarah Purdy, 
and she, as well as his father, were natives of New York State, their 
removal to Wisconsin having occurred in 1854, only the year preced- 
ing the birth of the subject. Here great professional success was the 
portion of Judge Bunn, who was recognized over a wide territory as a 
man of consummate legal skill and power and whose usefulness was 
unequalled in his particular field for fully a quarter of a century, 
during which period he was United States district judge of the west- 
em district of Wisconsin. 

Charles W. Bunn spent his boyhood in Sparta, Monroe county, 
Wisconsin, where he received his early education, and made prepara- 
tion for entering the University of Wisconsin in 1870. He received 
his degree from that institution in 1874, and in the meantime, having 
come to a decision to follow in the paternal footsteps in the matter of 
a profession, he entered the law offiSce of J. H. Carpenter of Madison, 
Wisconsin, where he pursued his studies under the enlightened direc- 
tion of that gentleman. He subsequently entered the law department 
of the University of Wisconsin, graduating in 1875. He entered upon 
his career in the office of Cameron & Losey at LaCrosse, Wisconsin, in 
the capacity of law clerk, and in 1876, having already ''given a taste 
of his quality" he became a partner in the firm of Cameron, Losey & 
Bunn. Mr. Bunn continued associated with these gentlemen until 
1885, and during that time the firm became one of the strongest and 
most prominent in that section. In the year mentioned he removed 
to St. Paul and here entered into partnership with J. W. Lusk, under 
the caption of Lusk & Bunn. They developed an extensive business, 
which assumed such proportions that a new partner was admitted to 
the firm in the person of Emerson Hadley (in 1890), the new firm name * 
being known as Lusk, Bunn & Hadley, and it continued thus until 
1895, when the subject gave up general practice and accepted the 
position of counsel for the reorganization managers and receivers of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad Company, and upon completion of the 
work of reorganization he became general counsel for the Northern 
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Pacific Railway Company, which office he still holds. His place in the 
St. Paul bar is distinguished and full of honors and he is now at the 
zenith of his powers. 

Mr. Bunn was married in 1877 in LaCrosse, Wisconsin^ his chosen 
lady being Miss Mary Anderson, daughter of Mons. Anderson, a promi- 
nent citizen of that place. To the subject and his wife have been 
born four children, namely: Helen; Samuel A., who died in young 
manhood; Donald C, proprietor of an extensive apple orchard in the 
state of Washington; and Charles, who is now a senior at Princeton. 
Mr. Bunn was bom and reared a Republican, and since early man- 
hood has given heart and hand to the men and measures of the ''Grand 
Old Party," as its enthusiastic adherents are pleased to call it. His 
handsome and hoq)itable residence is maintained at 549 Portland 
avenue, and his offices at 211 Northern Pacific Railway Building, at the 
corner of Fourth and Broadway. 

Judge James C. Kebwin. Since 1905 the profound learning and 
broad experience of Judge Kerwin have been read into a great majority 
of the decisions of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. The Wisconsin 
Report for those years will always remain a monument to his ability 
as a jurist. Judge Eerwin has been identified with the Wisconsin bar 
for nearly forty years, and it was at a personal sacrifice of his material 
interests that he accepted his present position, since for years he had 
been regarded as one of the foremost attorneys in the Fox River Val- 
ley, and a mass of business of the most important character has been 
entrusted to his handling. However, the state has profited in propor- 
tion as he has yielded personal consideration for the benefit of the gen- 
eral welfare, and it has been given to him to uphold and add to the 
dignity and welfare of the court whose judges throughout the history 
of Wisconsin have maintained the best traditions and efficiency of 
American jurisprudence. Judge Eerwin 's well known legal attain- 
ments, coupled with his long service as a lawyer, his fairness, and 
his conservative habits eminently qualify him for his high position. He 
possesses the experienced judgment of one who has known all sorts of 
men, is a discriminating observer of character and motives, and has 
that qualification so essential to the good judge — the judicial tem- 
perament. 

Born at Menasha, Winnebago county, Wisconsin, May 4, 1850, 
Judge Eerwin is a son of Michael and Mary (Buckley) Eerwin, both 
*of Irish descent, and the father was a Winnebago county farmer. The 
common schools of his birthplace laid the foundation of his education, 
and he is a graduate of the Menasha high school. His early years on 
the farm gave him a training in industry which he subsequently used 
to great advantage when he took up law. In 1875 he graduated LL. B. 
from the law department of the University of Wisconsin, was admitted 
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to the bar in the same year, and then opened an office for practice at 
Neenah. In 1889 he also opened an office in Milwaukee, but his repu- 
tation as a lawyer has been such that he is almost equally well known 
outside the cities where he has kept his office. As a lawyer he rapidly 
attained recognition for successful ability, and his name as attorney 
appears in some of the most important cases which have been tried 
not only in the Fox River Valley, but in the entire scope of Northern 
Wisconsin. He made a special reputation for his successful handling 
of the complicated litigation involving the water power of the Fox 
River Valley, and in that litigation he was often opposed to some of the 
most brilliant lawyers in the middle west. Concerning his character 
as an attorney, the following was written of him, some ye^rs ago; **He 
is looked upon by the business men of his part of the state as a safe and 
.conscientious counselor; his integrity at the bar in the community 
stands unquestioned. Fearless in the conduct of a law suit, he is always 
courteous to his opponents, but enjoys as well the high respect and 
good will of his associates." 

Judge Eerwin still has his residence in Neenah, although his offi- 
cial duties leep him in Madison a large part of the time. For about 
twelve years he held the office of city attorney in Neenah, and in 1901 
was appointed a member of the Board of Regents of the University of 
Wisconsin. He continued a member of the Board of Regents until 

1904. In April of the latter year he was elected associate justice of 
the supreme court, and first sat as a member of that body in January, 

1905. In politics Judge Kerwin is a Republican but has consistently 
refused all political honors not in the direct line of his profession. In 
1877 he married Miss Helen E. Lawson, a daughter of P. V. Lawson, 
for many years one of the leading citizens of Menasha. Four daugh- 
ters were born to their marriage : Jessie, Alice, Grace and Doris. 

Duncan McGregor. Few men of Wisconsin have given more cap- 
able and longer service in their respective fields than Duncan Mc- 
Gregor. His career has left a permanent record in the department of 
state education, but he has also been distinguished as a soldier and by 
influential participation in civic and social life. 

Duncan McGregor was born in Perthshire, Scotland, August 12, 
1836. The family have been identified with Wisconsin for more than 
half a century. He was the second of eight children, of whom five 
survive, bom to Malcolm and Katherine (Kennedy) McGregor, both 
of whom were native of Perthshire. The father was born in 1812 and 
died in 1896; the mother passed away in 1850. Malcolm McGregor 
was a farmer and drover in Scotland, and after coming to America in 
1856 located in Waupaca county, where he bought a farm. Later he 
moved to Portage county, where he continued farming until his re- 
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tirement, and he spent the quiet years of his old age in Hancock. Po- 
litically he was a Republican. 

Mr. McGregor was reared in Scotland, where he was well educated 
by attendance at the Perth Academy and the University of Aberdeen. 
He was twenty years old when he arrived in Wisconsin. The winter 
of 1856-57 was spent in the northern Wisconsin pineries, and during 
the next summer he was a raftsman on the Wisconsin river. From 
this experience in the roughest and hardest work of the old lumber 
days, he turned his attention to teaching, having the Leonard school 
at Farmington during the winters of 1858-59-60. In the meantime he 
also attended the Lawrence University at Appleton, receiving the de- 
gree of A. M., and later Litt. D. In 1861 he was appointed to the prin- 
cipalship of the Waupaca high school, an office which he filled five years. 

In 1864 he raised Company A for the Forty-second Regiment of 
Wisconsin Infantry, being elected captain of the company, and was 
in the service till the close of the war, when he was mustered out 
at Camp Randall, June 20, 1865. During part of the time he was on 
detached duty escorting troops and prisoners along the Mississippi and 
Ohio between Paducah and New Orleans. 

The year following his military service Captain McGregor con- 
tinued as principal of the Waupaca high school, and in 1867 entered 
upon his long and honorable connection with the Platteville Normal 
School. He held the chair of mathematics in that institution and was 
later advanced to the office of president, which he held until the 1st 
of July, 1904. During this long period he gained a state-wide repu- 
tation as an educator, and did much to make the Platteville Normal 
a power for educational progress in the state. Since resigning the 
executive management of the school Mr. McGregor has been a member 
of the board of normal school regents. 

In November, 1904, he was elected a member of the state assembly 
and by re-election served two terms. Mr. McGregor is now serving 
as private secretary to Governor McGovem, having begun these duties 
in January, 1911. In fraternal affairs he has long been prominent. 
He is a past commander of the W. T. Sherman Post No. 66, G. A. R., 
at Platteville, and a member of the Wisconsin branch of the Loyal 
Legion. In Masonry he has been honored as high priest of the Wiscon- 
sin Grand Chapter two terms, and for six years was foreign cor- 
respondent of the Grand Lodge. He is a member of Melody Lodge No. 
2, A. F. & A. M., at Platteville ; past high priest of Washington Chap- 
ter, R. A. M. ; and a member of Platteville Commandery, K. T. ; has 
taken the thirty-second degree of Scottish Rite; and is affiliated with 
the Wisconsin Consistory, R. & S. M., and with Tripoli Temple of the 
Mystic Shrine at Milwaukee. 

December 26, 1865, Mr. McGregor married Miss Annie Bowman, 
and their married life has been extended for more than forty-seven 
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years. Mrs. McGregor was born in the city of London, a daughter of 
Richard H. Bowman. Her father was a native of England and her 
mother of Wales, and of their seven children Mrs. McGregor was the 
oldest. Her father, who was an expert in cabinet-making, came to 
America in 1857, locating first in Racine, and later engaged in farm- 
ing in Waupaca county, where he spent his last years. He always voted 
the Republican ticket during his American citizenship. 

Mr. and Mrs. McGregor became the parents of five children, all of 
whom were graduates of the Platteville Normal while their father was 
president. They are named as follows: Alice; Grace, the wife of John 
Caldwell, of Cass Lake, Minnesota; Elizabeth, who holds the degree of 
Master of Arts from the University of Wisconsin ; Jessica, now a teacher 
in the Platteville Normal; and Richard, who was drowned in 1907 at the 
age of twenty years. 

George I. Robinson. As founder and head of the firm conducting 
a wholesale grocery business in Milwaukee under the title of George I. 
Robinson & Company, he to whom this memoir is dedicated long held 
secure place as one of the strong, resourceful and highly honored busi- 
ness men of the Wisconsin metropolis. He was a pioneer in the whole- 
sale grocery trade in Wisconsin, and his labors and progressive policy 
not only brought to him large and definite success in business, but 
also caused him to make worthy contribution to the civic and industrial 
development of Milwaukee. 

His death occurred on the fourteenth of January, 1909, his passing 
away being uniformly regarded as a distinct and special loss to the 
business community, besides proving a source of sincere bereavement to 
those who were favored with his friendship. As one of the essentially 
representative citizens of Milwaukee, he left a definite impress, and his 
<;haracter and services as a loyal citizen render altogether consistent 
the tribute accorded to him in this publication. 

George Irving Robinson was born at Wakefield, Washington county, 
Rhode Island, February 17th, 1840, and was a representative of stanch 
New England stock, being directly descended from the first settlers 
who came from England to Rhode Island. His early years were spent 
in his native town, but at the age of sixteen he left school and went 
west, locating in Chicago, where he obtained employment in the whole- 
sale grocery house of Durand Brothers & Powers. Here, from the 
humble post of porter and general utility boy; he advanced in five 
years to partnership in the business. At the outbreak of the Civil War, 
he subordinated all else to go forth in defense of the Union. Captain 
Robinson enlisted as a member of the famous Chicago Board of Trade 
Battery, and the history of this valiant command virtually constitutes 
the record of his military career. He was twice breveted for gallant 
And distinguished action in battle, participated in more than thirty 
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engagement*, and after the battle of Stone River he was advanced from 
the lieutenancy to the office of captain. He continued in command 
of his battery until the close of the war. Captain Robinson twice de- 
clined higher rank during the war, once that of lieutenant colonel, and 
later that of colonel, in order to remain in command of the battery 
to which he was warmly attached. At the close of the Civil war he was 
oflfered the rank of captain in the regular army, but declined the honor 
in order to return to civil life. 

After the termination of his military career. Captain Robinson re- 
sumed his association with his former employers, but soon removed to 
^lilwaukee and established the firm of George I. Robinson & Company, 
which, under his able and aggressive management, showed a steady and 
substantial advancement. For many years the headquarters of the firm 
were maintained at 318-322 East Water Street, but in 1885 the busi- 
ness was removed to more spacious quarters, at 315 East Water Street, 
where the enterprise has since been successfully continued. 

As a citizen Captain Robinson was essentially liberal and public 
spirited in movements projected for the general good of his home city. 
His political allegiance was given to the R^ublican party, his religious 
faith was that of the Protestant Episcopal church, and his course was 
always guided and governed by the highest principles of integrity 
and honor. For many years he was one of the most valued members 
of E. B. Wolcott Post, Grand Army of the Republic, and took a deep 
interest in his old comrades in arms. He was affiliated also with the 
Wisconsin Commandery of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion 
of the United States, and both this body and his Grand Army Post were 
largely represented at his funeral services. His remains were laid to 
rest in beautiful Forest Home Cemetery. 

At Aurora, Illinois, March 13, 1863, while on special furlough for 
the purpose, Captain Robinson was united in marriage to Miss Jane 
Adams Porter, daughter of the late William and Marcia (Parkhurst) 
Porter of Sysacuse, New York, where Mr. Porter was long and promi- 
nently engaged in the salt business. Mrs. Robinson still maintains her 
residence in Milwaukee. Captain Robinson is survived also by two 
sons and three daughters, all of whom are graduates of the University 
of Wisconsin. George, the older of the two sons, was superintendent 
of the Bell Telephone interests on the Pacific Coast until the death of 
his father. Irving Robinson initiated his business career by becoming 
associated with his father, and is now manager of the business. 

Black River Falls Pubuc Library. This institution, which has 
a record as a free public library of more than forty years, and which, 
while not one of the large libraries of Wisconsin, has offered good 
facilities of reading and reference to the inhabitants of Black River 
Falls, was established under state law, as a free public library, in 1872. 
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The nucleus of books and property were acquired from the Young 
Men's Literary Society, which turned over all its property to the library 
on November 25, 1872. The first board organized in November, 1872, 
comprised the following citizens: J. A. Hussey, R. C. Jones, H. B. 
Cole, G. H. Perkins, J. Schnurr, W. S. Darrow, P. A. Gatschell, E. E. 
LeClair, and 0. F. Clapp. The librarians from the beginning down 
to and including the present have been as follows: E. Dillabough, 
0. F. Clapp, W. N. Wylie, B. J Castie, Mrs. R. Squires, Clarence Meeks, 
Mrs. P. Howells, Mrs. M. J. Gunn, Miss Rachel Cole, Miss Lou L. 
Dunn, Miss Anna C. Wylie. 

The library was first housed in a room over the city hall which 
proved undesirable as a location, and it was consequently removed to 
a room in the high school building. In July, 1902, the present quarters 
were secured, as a result of a campaign among citizens for raising suflS- 
cient funds to purchase the building which was formerly a church, 
and with some remodeling and furnishings now provides two well 
equipped rooms for library purposes. 

In recent years the library has been reorganized, the books have 
been catalogued, and with the available resources, all efforts have been 
made to perfect the service as a means of education and culture to the 
community. 

Hon. Ray J. Nyb. A well known business man at Superior, a 
member of the state legislature, and on the Wisconsin Grain and 
Warehouse Commission, Ray J. Nye has lived at Superior for more- 
than twenty years, and since boyhood his home has been in this state 

Ray J. Nye was bom in Davenport, Iowa, March 21, 1871, a son of 
Joseph H. and Kate (Campbell) Nye, descended from Benjamin Nye^ 
who came to this country from England, locating at Sandwich, Massa- 
chusetts, in 1635. Joseph H. Nye was born in Madison county, New 
York, February 6, 1839, and his early training was for the trade of 
millwright. The pursuit of that occupation led him west, where he was 
employed in Iowa and many other states. In 1880 he located in Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, where his services were employed by the Edward 
P. Allis Company, and were retained by the same concern as super- 
intendent millwright until his retirement from active service in 1908, 
since which time his home has been in Superior. He has long been 
a member of the Masonic fraternity, and his politics are those of the 
Republican party, though he never entered public life. His wife, who 
was born in Greenock, Scotland, died in 1861, at the age of thirty-two 
years. There were five children, of whom four are now living as fol- 
lows: Ray J.; Maude, who became the wife of Charles E. Williams of 
Palmyra, Wisconsin; Mary C, a graduate of Beloit College, now a 
teacher in the high school at Superior; and Robert B., associated with 
his brother in the real estate and insurance business at Superior. 
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Ray J. Nye was educated chiefly in the public schools of Milwaukee, 
and on leaving school learned the trade of millwright with his father. 
His first regular work was in the company with which his father was 
connected, the Edward P. Allis Company. In 1892 Mr. Nye moved to 
Superior, and for some years was with the Daisy Milling Company. 
In 1906 he embarked in business on his own account, as a member of 
the firm of R. J. Nye & Company, real estate and insurance dealers, 
his brother Robert B. being his partner. This firm has enjoyed a large 
and profitable business. 

In 1902 Mr. Nye was elected to the county board, representing the 
First ward of the city of Superior, and was again a member of the same 
body in 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906 and 1907. During the last three terms 
he was elected chairman of the board. His labors while a member of 
the board brought him favorably before the public and in 1906 he was 
chosen to represent his district in the state Assembly. In 1910 he was 
again elected and reelected on November 5, 1912. In 1911 Governor 
Francis E. McGovem appointed Mr. Nye a member of the grain 
and warehouse commission, an office which he holds to date. Mr. Nye 
is a Republican, and for many years has worked for the good of the 
party and for good government in his home locality and state. His 
record of repeated election demonstrates that his efforts had not gone 
Tinrecognized or unappreciated. Mr. Nye affiliates with Superior Lodge 
of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, having been a mem- 
Jber of that fraternity a number of years. 

William F. Bailey. The name of WiUiam F. Bailey is known far 
beyond the borders of the state of Wisconsin, where he makes his home, 
for in addition to being a lawyer of unusual attainments, he has writ- 
ten a number of books on various legal subjects that have made him 
widely known as an authority throughout the country. He is quite 
well advanced in years now, and has lived his life while history was in 
the making, and in scenes where men showed their real caliber, and all 
of his experiences with men and affairs have given him the wisdom that 
only comes with years well spent. There is no man of his profession 
in the state more highly respected or admired than Mr. Bailey. 

The tendency toward the legal turn of mind comes to Mr. Bailey 
through inheritance, for his father, Benjamin Bailey, was one of the 
best known lawyers in New York City in his time. Benjamin Bailey 
was bom in Westchester county, New York, and lived practically all 
of his life in New York City. He was a member of the Democratic 
party and one of the leaders in the state, being a member of the assembly 
for several terms. In the city of New York he had a most enviable 
reputation as an attorney- and for many years he was general counsel 
for the New York and Harlem Railroad. He married Calista Wilson, 
who, like himself, was a native of Westchester county, and to this union 
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were bom four children. Of these two are living, the eldest being 
Elbert T. Bailey, who lives in New York. Benjamin Bailey died at the 
age of sixty and his wife is also dead. 

After completing his preparatory work at Claverick, William P. 
Bailey read law with his father in New York City and was admitted 
to the bar in 1863 at Brooklyn, New York. Previous to this, however^ 
had come the outbreak of the Civil war, and the young law student^ 
on fire with patriotism, his future as a lawyer was not to be thought 
of while there was a possibility of his becoming a soldier. He enlisted 
in the Thirty-eighth Regiment of New York Volunteers, Company '*D,'' 
and served with this regiment until he was appointed captain of Com- 
pany ''K" of the Ninety-fifth Regiment of New York Volunteers. He 
served under General McDowell at Acquia Creek, and was in charge 
of the boats and transportation during the rebuilding of the railway 
from Acquia Creek to Fredericksburg. He also had the building of 
the blockhouses that were erected to guard the bridges along the line in 
his charge. He took part in many skirmishes and battles, among them 
being the battles of Bull Run, Warrington, Sulphur Springs, Gaines- 
ville, Manassas and the second battle of Bull Run. He was discharged 
in September, 1862, on account of disability and he then returned to 
New York City and took up his abandoned studies once more. 

After his admission to the bar, Mr. Bailey located in Amenia, 
Dutchess county, New York, his health being in too precarious a condi- 
tion to permit his practicing in the city, and in 1866, in the hope of 
regaining his health, he came west. He located in Eau Claire, expect- 
ing to remain here only a short time, but he liked the place and the 
people and the great improvement in his health made him determine 
to settle permanently. He engaged in practice and speedily became 
successful. In 1873 he was selected district attorney and he took an 
active part in the civic and political life of the little city. He con- 
tinued to practice until 1890, giving most of his time to questions 
involving real estate titles and to land grant litigation. In 1890 Mr. 
Bailey was elected judge of the circuit court of the Seventeenth Dis- 
trict, which at that time included the counties of Eau Claire, Jackson 
and Clark. After being on the bench for six years. Judge Bailey retired 
to take up his private practice again. Since this time he has been 
entirely engaged with the demands of his practice and with the work 
of writing the various books that have added lustre to his name. 

In 1894 he published, his first book which was "Master's Liability 
for Injuries to Servants,'' which is acknowledged to be the best book 
on the subject which has ever been published in this country. This book 
made his reputation for him for it attracted the attention of lawyers 
all over the country. In 1896 was published his work on ** Personal 
Injuries." In 1899 was published his work on ** Jurisdiction." The 
Wisconsin Digest of 1902 was his next work and in 1912 he published 
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his ** Personal Injuries/' a three-volume work. In 1913 was published 
his latest work, a ** Treatise on Habeas Corpus and Special Remedies/' 
which includes *' Mandamus. Certiorari, Quo Warranto, Prohibition, 
Extradition and Contempt," two volumes. 

Judge Bailey has served as Mayor of Eau Claire four terms, being 
a member of the Democratic party in his political beliefs. He is a 
member of the Wisconsin Bar Association and belongs to the Grand 
Army of the Republic In the fraternal world he is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias. 

In September, 1864, Judge Bailey married Mercy Cole of Fremont, 
Ohio, and she died in 1882, leaving no children. The Judge has since 
remarried, his second wife being Francis Gilette. One son has been 
born to this union, William F. Bailey, Jr. 

Hon. John Kjirel was born in the village of Hromiee, near Pil- 
sen, Bohemia, on March 26th, 1851. While most of his boyh?k)d was 
spent at home, his scholastic education he received in the cities of 
Prague and Pilsen. For a while his parents wanted him to enter the 
priesthood and as a result he was given more careful educational 
facilities. However, John Karel had ideas of his own and on the 
1st day of May, 1868, he left the city of Bremen on the Steamer Ber- 
lin and landed at tha city of Baltimore three weeks later. He came al- 
most directly to the town of Carlton in Kewaunee county and in the 
month of August of that year went to work as a clerk in the store of 
Dean & Taylor. Late in the year 1869 Messrs. Joseph Duvall and W. H. 
Upham induced Mr. Karel to enter the employ of Slauson-Grimmer & 
Company at Kewaunee. In April, 1871, John Karel and Elizabeth 
Metzner were married. In the spring of 1872 they moved to Schuy- 
ler, Nebraska, where Mr. Karel and Frank Folda entered into part- 
nership in the general merchandise business. In 1873 that partnership 
was dissolved and Mr. Karel continued in the mercantile business for 
himself, which later he sold to the Grangers in 1874 and with his wife 
and son returned to the city of Kewaunee where he purchased the hotel 
known as the Steamboat House. In the spring of 1876 he sold the hotel 
to John Erichsen and built the first bank building in Kewaunee county 
on the northeast corner of Ellis and Milwaukee streets and in August of 
1876 opened to do a general banking business. In 1878 Mr. Karel 
was elected to the Wisconsin State Assembly. In 1880 he was nomi- 
nated as the Democratic candidate for the State Senate from the First 
Senatorial District. In 1881 he sold his bank to Rufus B. Kellogg of 
Green Bay and removed with his wife, two sons and one daughter to 
Bohemia, where they resided until May, 1883, when they again returned 
to Kewaunee. Mrs. Elizabeth Metzner Karel died in the city of Prague 
on April 15, 1883. John Karel then formed the mercantile partner- 
ship with Frank Kwapil of Algoma but shortly after disposed of that 
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interest and formed a partuership-in-law with M. T. Parker under the 
firm name of Karel & Parker. In 1886 Mr. Karel was nominated by 
the Democratic State Convention at Madison for State Insurance Com- 
missioner. In 1888 he formed a partnership with W. Kaspar in the 
city of Chicago and started the private bank of Kaspar & Karel. In 
1893 he was appointed by President Qrover Cleveland as United States 
consul at Prague, Bohemia, and that year withdrew from the banking 
business. In October, 1894, President Cleveland apipointed him United 
States Consul at St. Petersburg, Russia, ^and there he remained for 
several years. When Mr. Karel returned from Russia his health was 
not of the best and he spent several years in the city of Denver. He 
returned from Denver and took up his residence in the city of Chicago 
in 1910 and the following year organized the American State Bank of 
Chicago of which institution he was elected president. To his friends 
John Karel is known as a traveler and student. An accomplished 
linguist, he speaks, reads and writes six or seven languages but pays more 
particular attention to the study of banking and financial problems. 
He is one of the best known of the Bohemian nationality in this coun- 
try. Such success as he enjoys is due to his own efforts and integrity 
Without publicity he contributes liberally to many business and chari- 
table institutions in which the Bohemian people are interested. 

L. Albert Karel, second son of John Karel and Elizabeth Metzner 
Karel, was born in the City of Kewaunee April 17th, 1875. With the 
exception of a few years traveling with his parents in Europe his 
boyhood was spent in the City of Kewaunee. Before he completed the 
High School he went to Chicago and accepted a position in one of the 
City Banks where he remained for four years and then went to Madi- 
son to attend the College of Law at the University. He graduated 
with the degree of B. L. in '96. In 1907 he came to Kewaunee to take 
charge of the Bank of Kewaunee and the following year the Bank of 
Kewaunee and the State Bank of Kewaunee were merged and Mr. 
Karel has been associated with the State Bank ever since. During 
the past seven years he has been President of that institution. Mr. 
Karel is interested in a number of business enterprises in the North- 
eastern section of the State. He is the President of the Bank of Lux- 
emburg, Fidelity Land Company, Enterprise Printing Company, and 
is a director in a number of other institutions. On August 16th, 1898, 
Mr. Karel was married to Miss Hattie Read, a daughter of John M. 
Read, who prior to his death was State Senator from the First Wis- 
consin District, and Caroline W. Read. To Mr. and Mrs. Karel were 
bom four sons, John Read, Louis A., Karl Francis and Sidney L. Mr. 
Karel is a member of the Wisconsin Consistory, the Elks No. 46, and 
the Milwaukee Press Club. In politics Mr. Karel has been City Attor- 
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ney, Member of the County Board, Member of the State Assembly 
in 1903 and has been a member of several school boards. 

Olivee Clyde Fuller, president of the Wisconsin Trust Company, 
was bom in ClarksviUe, Georgia, April 13, '1860. He is a southerner 
by birth, belongs to an old colonial family, being a descendant . of 
Gen. John Sevier of Revolutionary fame, and the first Governor of 
Tennessee, and was the son of Henry Alexander and Caroline (Wyly) 
Fuller. He was educated at the University of (Georgia where he gradu- 
ated with the class of 1880, and on the twenty-fifth of May, 1881, was 
married to Miss Kate Fitzhugh Caswell at Atlanta, Georgia. Six chil- 
dren have been bom to their marriage. 

Mr. Fuller began his business career with the firm of Fuller & 
Oglesby, wholesale grok^rs of Atlanta, Georgia, in 1880. After a clerk- 
ship of three years, in 1883, he was admitted to partnership, at which 
time the firm name was changed to H. A. Fuller & Son. The father 
retired from business in 1887, and the old house and its interest 
abandoned the wholesale grocery line, which it bad followed for many 
years, and he then became a member of the firm of Jones & Fuller, 
investment bankers at Atlanta. 

In 1890 on moving to Milwaukee, he continued in the same line 
of business under the firm of Oliver C. Fuller & Company, dealing in 
high class bonds. In 1903 Mr. Fuller organized the Wisconsin Trust 
Company, and the company took over all the old business which had 
been transacted by his private firm and has since become one of the 
largest companies in the northwest. Mr. Fuller has been president 
of the Trust Company since its organization. He is also a director of 
the Wisconsin National Bank, The Wisconsin (Bell) Telephone Com- 
pany, the Milwaukee Gas Light Company, The Milwaukee Mechanics 
Insurance Company, The Wisconsin Securities Company and a num- 
ber of other corporations. 

Mr. Fuller is prominent in the affairs of the American Bankers 
Association and in 1908 was elected chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Trust Company section of the Association; was elected 
vice president in 1909, and president in 1910 of the Trust Company 
Section. Among American bankers he stands as an authority on 
trust company organization and general methods of management and 
control of trust companies. He was chairman and toastmaster at the 
first banquet of the Trust Companies of the United States held at 
the Waldorf-Astoria in New York City in May, 1911, said to be the 
largest assemblage of prominent bankers ever held, up to that time, 
in this country. 

Mr. Fuller is a Republican in politics, and his church is the Epis- 
copal. He is a member of the Wisconsin Society Sons of the Ameri- 
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can Revolution, of which he was formerly president and of the Wis- 
consin Society of Colonial Wars. 

His chief recreation is golf, and his social clubs are the Milwaukee, 
the Milwaukee Country and the Milwaukee Town. Mr. Puller and 
family reside at 585 Marshall Street, Milwaukee. 

Joseph F. Krizek was bom in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on August 
20th, 1873, and is the son of John and Mary (Fliegel) Krizek. Mr. 
Krizek was admitted to the bar in December, 1895, and for some years 
thereafter engaged in the general practice of law at Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin. Early in 1906 Mr. Krizek became identified with the Right of 
Way Department of the Wisconsin Telephone Company and has since 
occupied different positions with that company and was given the 
appointment of Local Attorney, his present position, on July 1st, 1912. 
When the plan to cover Employees' Pensions, Disability Benefits and , 
Insurance was inaugurated on January 1st, 1913, Mr. • Krizek! was 
appointed Chairman of the committee charged with the responsibility* 
of administering the fund for the state of Wisconsin. 

He has long been a member of the Milwaukee Bar Association, 
Knights of Columbus, Milwaukee Athletic Club, Merchants and Manu-^ 
facturers Association, and holds memberships in a number of other 
fraternal and social organizations. He was married on June 30th, 
1897. Mr. and Mrs. Krizek have two children, Chester F. and Loraine 
May Krizek. 

Henry Fbtzer, bom in Forestville, Wisconsin, September 29, 1870, 
has been connected with the Bank of Sturgeon Bay since 1891 and 
has been president of same since 1907. He is married and has one 
daughter, Qretna. 

George B. Wheeler. For the past twenty years George B. Wheeler 
has occupied one of the commanding places in the business and gen- 
eral transportation interests of northern Wisconsin and of the city 
of Eau Claire. The Chippewa Valley Railway, Light & Power Com- 
pany, of which he is secretary and general manager, is one of the 
most important among the public utilities of the state, and its effi- 
cient and successful management for the welfare of a large por- 
tion of the population have devolved to a large degree upon Mr. 
Wheeler. Mr. Wheeler has had a varied and active career in various 
states of the Union, and is easily one of the foremost citizens of Eau 
Claire. 

George Bourne Wheeler was born in Kennebunkport, York county, 
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Maine, August 1, 1854, a son of John A. and Louise M. (Bourne) 
Wheeler. He was the oldest of three children, the other two being 
Prank K. and John E., the latter dying in childhood. The mother, 
who was born in Kennebunkport, Maine, in 1822, died in 1906. . The 
father, John A. Wheeler, was born at Cape Elizabeth, Maine, August 1, 
1819, ,and died in 1893. He attained his education in Cape Elizabeth 
and when a young man entered the Wesleyan Seminary at Kents Hill, 
Maine. After leaving college he engaged in the merchandise busi- 
ness at Kennebunkport, where He became a successful and substantial 
merchant. He was honored with various places of trust and respon- 
sibility there and for many years was postmaster at Kennebunkport, 
an office which he held at the time of his death. In politics, during 
his younger career, he was a Whig, and subsequently joined the Re- 
publican ranks. He was a member of the Methodist church. 

(Jeorge B. Wheeler attended the public schools and then, like his 
father, entered the Maine Wesleyan Seminary at Kents Hill, finishing 
»his education at Bowdoin College, where he was graduated with the 
class of 1874. During the succeeding year he was engaged in teach- 
ing school, and he then entered the office of the Portland Daily Ad- 
vertiser, in order to fit himself for the profession of journalism. That 
was the beginning of a newspaper experience which occupied sixteen 
years of his career. He spent one year with the Advertiser, and then 
for four years was editor and proprietor of the Merrimac Journal at 
Franklin, New Hampshire, During his residence at Franklin he 
served as a member of the Board of Education, and in other ways 
demonstrated the high order of his citizenship in that place. In 1890, 
he came west to Bloomington, Illinois, and with Capt. W. P. Craw- 
ford bought the Bloomington Daily Leader, of which he became edi- 
tor and manager. Under their joint proprietorship this journal had 
a very prosperous career until 1887, when Mr. Wheeler sold out his 
interest and moved to San Diego, California, where he became man- 
ager of the San Diego Daily Bee and Union, a position which he held 
until 1891. During three of his four years in San Diego Mr. Wheeler 
also served upon the Board of Education in that city. 

After this extended period of newspaper and journalistic work, 
than which there is no occupation which serves as a better prepara- 
tion and stepping stone to control of large affairs, Mr.« Wheeler in 
1891 came to Eau Claire to accept the position of secretary and gen- 
eral manager of the Eau Claire Street Railway Light & Power Com- 
pany. Subsequently he held the same office when the company was 
reorganized as the Chippewa Valley Railway Light & Power Com- 
pany, and he was president of the Wisconsin Electric Railway and 
Light Association for the year 1911. 

Mr. Wheeler was made a Mason at Franklin, New Hampshire, and 
at the present time his lodge affiliations are with Eau Claire Lodge 
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No. 112 A. F. & A. M. He is also a member of Eau Claire Chapter 
No. 36 R. A. M., Eau Claire Commandery No. 8, Knights Templar, 
Wisconsin Consistory and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He 
has attained the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite. He was 
Grand Commander of the Knights Templar during the years 1910-11, 
and was Grand Master of the Masons of the State of Wisconsin for 
the years of 1913-14. 

Mr. Wheeler was married on May 20, 1880, to Miss Laura E. 
Crawford of Brunswick, Maine, a daughter of Rev. George C. Craw- 
ford. To this marriage have been born two children — ^Helen Louise 
and Crawford, the latter being now a student in the University of 
Wisconsin. 

W. A. 3IAERTZ. The subject of this sketch established his present 
real estate, loan and insurance business in Antigo in the year 1907. 
He is recognized as one of the leading real estate men in the city 
and is a member of the Wisconsin Association of Real Estate Brokers. 

Mr. Maertz has been a resident of Antigo since 1903, coming here 
in that year to become one of the incorporators of the Antigo Build- 
ing Supply Company, with which company he remained in the capac- 
ity of secretary and treasurer for a period of three years. At this 
time the first examination under the State Civil Service law was held 
and Mr. Maertz took the examination as bookkeeper. He received 
the highest standing in the State and was appointed Assistant Auditor 
at the State University at Madison the following year. The work 
was not of a nature that appealed to him, however, and he resigned 
the position in the spring of 1906. He then accepted a position as 
District Agent for the Union Central Life Insurance Company of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, and remained with that, company until they withdrew 
from the State. Being thrown upon his own resources he opened 
his present business in the city of Antigo. 

Born in Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, in the village of Reeds- 
ville, on September 29th, 1878, Mr. Maertz is a son (ff A. C. Maertz 
and Hannah (Krueger) Maertz. The father, who was also bom on 
a Manitowoc county farm, is a son of John Maertz, a German pioneer 
who owned and conducted the first store in Reedsville, Wisconsin. 
The mother of the subject was born in mid-ocean, when her parents 
were coming to America. 

W. A. Maertz was reared in Reedsville, Wisconsin, and attended 
the local schools, gaining a solid foundation in the common branches 
that permitted him to teach school in his young 'manhood, a work in 
which he was active for about two years. He then became a book- 
keeper for a building and supply concern and for five years he was 
thus employed. He followed that work by coming to Antigo, and 
here he assisted in the organization of a building and supply com- 
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pany, in which he was active as secretary of the company for some 
years, and then gradually began to identify himself with the in- 
surance business. He advanced in this field of activity, adding new 
departments as time passed, and his real estate,** loan and insurance 
business to-day is the representative and most successful one in the 
city. 

In the autumn of 1903 Mr. Maertz was married to Miss Hattie 
Jesse of Brillion, Wisconsin, and they have one son, Melbouftie. 

. Mr. Maertz is a member of the Masonic order, but has no other 
fraternal aflftliations. He is secretary of the International Hoist Com- 
pany of Antigo, a new concern of this place, incorporated at $50,000 
and has other connections with financial and industrial enterprises 
of note in the city. He is at present a member of the Common Coun- 
cil, being Alderman from the First Ward. He also represents this 
ward on the County Board. Incidentally it may be interesting to 
note that Mr. Maertz is the first active and open advocate of Social- 
ism in the city. 

Mr. Maertz comes of a family that is well known in these parts, 
his grandfather having been one of the most highly esteemed men 
of Manitowoc county, and it should be said of him that with his 
son, the father of the subject, he carved a fine farm of two hundred 
acres from the wilderness of Manitowoc county some fifty years 
ago. Feats of this nature and men who have performed them have 
been the making of the backbone of Wisconsin, and it is a distinct 
pleasure to find the sons of these men busy at constructive work in 
later generations. 

Fred. J. Sie\te»s. On other pages of this work specific mention of 
that noteworthy institution, the Milwaukee County School of Agri- 
culture and Domestic Economy, at Wauwatosa, which is given in the 
review of the career of its former superintendent, A. A. Johnson, and 
thus is avoided the necessity of giving the same data in this sketch of the 
life of one of the most valued and popular members of the faculty of 
the school, Mr. Sievers. Mr. Johnson's term as superintendent ended 
December 31, 1913, and F. J. Sievers has been appointed his successor. 
He formerly held the professorship of farm crops and soil fertility, an 
important chair for which his technical ability and excellent experi- 
ence fully equipped him. 

Professor Sievers may well be pleased that he is thus able to aid 
materially in the promoting of the industrial and civic interests of his 
native county and state, and his character and official position entitle 
him to specific consideration in this history of Wisconsin. He was 
bom in the town of Milwaukee, Milwaukee county, Wisconsin, on the 
1st of October, 1880, and is a son of William and Elizabeth (Oelhafen) 
Sievers, both of whom were born in Germany. William Sievers was 
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reared and educated in his native land and in 1849 he immigrated 
to the United States. This was the year of the historic discovery of 
gold in California, and the ambitious young son of the German father- 
land was attracted to the New Eldorado, where he devoted two years 
to prospecting and mining and where he met with considerable suc- 
cess in his quest for the precious metal. At the expiration of the 
period mentioned he returned to his native land, but the lure of 
America held him closely and he soon returned to establish a peima- 
nent home in Wisconsin — a state that has owed much of its progress 
and prosperity to its sterling German element of citizenship. He first 
settled in Washington county, and, though he was a ship carpenter 
by trade, he here turned his attention to the great basic industry of 
agriculture, of which he was one of the pioneer representatives in that 
part of the state. He later removed to Milwaukee county and he was 
one of the substantial and honored agriculturists of the same for many 
years prior to his death, his cherished and devoted wife having like- 
wise passed forward to the **land of the leal'* at the old homestead 
in this county, both having been devout members of the Lutheran 
church. The old homestead is now one of the valuable farms of Mil- 
waukee county, and is situated one and one-half miles north the city 
of Milwaukee. After his removal to this county, William Sievers not 
only gave close attention to the development and genera! operation of 
his farm but also found employment at his trade for a number of 
years, having been prominently concerned with ship-building and hav- 
ing assisted in the construction of a number of vessels of the Great 
fiakes fleet. He was a man of industry, strong individuality and im- 
pregnable integrity, so that he stood as an admirable type of loyal 
citizenship and is to be honored as one who did his part in furthering 
the development^ and progress of his adopted state. Of the thirteen 
children the subject of this review is the youngest and of the num- 
ber, three sons and four daughters are now living. 

Professor Fred. J. Sievers passed his boyhood days on the home 
farm and early began to assist in its work, the while he duly availed 
himself of the advantages of the district schools, which he continued 
to attend until he was fourteen years of age. Thereafter he continued 
his studies in the state normal school at Oshkosh, in the state of Wis- 
consin, for a period of eighteen months, soon after which, in 1902, he 
became a student in the Wisconsin State Normal School in Milwaukee, 
in which he was graduated as a member of the class of 1904. There- 
. after he devoted his attention to the pedagogic profession for several 
years, as a teacher in the public schools, and in 1907 he entered the 
University of Wisconsin, in which great institution he was graduated 
as a member of the class of 1910 and with the well earned degree of 
Bachelor of Science, his attention having been given largely to the. 
work of the department of agriculture. Immediately after graduat- 
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ing he was appointed on the extension lecture staff of the College of 
Agriculture at the University of Wisconsin and aided in disseminat- 
ing agricultural teachings throughout the state, so that he was well 
fortified for the important preferment that came to him in April, 

1912, when he was appointed to the important chair of agronomy in the 
Milwaukee County School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy. 
On January 1, 1914, he was elected superintendent of this insti- 
tution, and is ably carrying forward the work of the school. He is 
an enthusiast in his chosen profession and vitally interested in all that 
pertains to the efiBciency and progress of the fine institution with 
which he is identified and in the upbuilding of which he is contribut- 
ing with all of zeal and ability. He is loyal and public-spirited as a 
citizen, with abiding love for his native state. Both he and his wife 
are members of the Lutheran church. 

On the 13th of January, 1906, Professor Sievers was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Emma Behnke, who was bom in Calumet county, this 
state, and who is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Behnke. The two 
children of this union are Jeanette and Howard. 

Charles A. Budlong. The county government of Marinette county 
has long enjoyed the capable services of Charles A. Budlong, who 
has been a popular and eflBcient factor in administrative affairs in 
this section for many years. Mr. Budlong is known throughout the 
length and breadth of Marinette county, is recognized as a successful 
business man as well as a leader in affairs, and has given much 
strength to the Republican party in this section of the state. He was 
elected on the Republican ticket in November, 1912, to the office of 
sheriff, and has performed the duties of that office since January 6, 

1913. For many years he was clerk of the circuit c8urt of Marinette 
county. His first term of service in that office ran from January, 
1899, to January, 1903. The following two years and nine months 
were spent in the United States Immigration Service on the Canadian 
border. Returning to Marinette in October, 1905, he again entered 
the office of clerk of the circuit court, and continued in that capacity 
until elected sheriff. His only other public offices were as town clerk 
of the town of Amberg in Marinette and as town chairman also of 
Amberg, in which he served three years. 

Mr. Budlong has been a resident of Marinette county since 1891. 
His introduction to this section of Wisconsin was as a telegraph opera- 
tor, and he spent two years in that capacity at the town of Amberg. 
Charles A. Budlong was bom in Frankfort, New York, July 8, 1861, 
a son of Aaron J. and Julia (Myers) Budlong. When the son was 
an infant his father died and when he was four years old, in 1865, 
the mother brought the family to Wisconsin, locating at Black Earth. 
On a farm in that vicinity he grew to manhood, attended the country 
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schools and the village high school at Black Earth, and in order to be 
useful in the world of business and industry he learned the art of 
telegraphy, at which he was employed regularly from 1883 to 1893. 
Having in the meantime located in Marinette county at the latter date 
he bought a general store at Amberg, and was a merchant there about 
two years. Selling out he was for several years engaged in the tim- 
berland business, and at the same time attended to the affairs of his 
town, of which he was then town chairman. 

In February, 1887, at Darlington, Wisconsin, Mr. Budlong married 
Miss Ellen Finnegan. Their family of five children are named as 
follows: Alva, Irene, Vincent, Loretta and Teddie. Sheriff Budlong 
has fraternal affiliations with the Knights of Pythias, the Modern 
Woodmen of America, and the Loyal Order of Moose. 

David J. Johnson. The well known business man and leader in 
Republican politics at Racine is David J. Johnson, the son of one of 
the old settlers, and long a substantial citizen in this part of the state. 

David J. Johnson was bom in Racine, February 12, 1868. His par- 
ents settled in Wisconsin at an early day, and his father was for 
twenty years employed at Racine with the Satterly Company, manu- 
facturers of wagons and farm implements. The father died April 5, 
1885. David J. Johnson received his education in the common schools 
of Racine, and on leaving school became clerk in a Racine department 
store. After three years of experience in that line he became identi- 
fied with other business affairs, and on January 5, 1900, was married. 
Immediately afterwards he established a cigar store and pool room, 
and still conducts this business. Mr. Johnson has two children, Ethel 
and Lillian Johnson, both of Racine. Mr. Johnson takes a very promi- 
nent part in Republican politics, and is a liberal contributor to the 
Danish Lutheran Church. 

John H. Cox. Son of a Grant county pioneer, himself one of the 
older native sons, John H. Cox has for forty years been identified not 
only with the larger business life of his home town, but also with the 
public affairs of that community, which has often benefited by the 
counsel and civic service of this prominent citizen. 

The birth of John H. Cox occurred at Hazel Green, his present 
home city, in Grant county, Wisconsin, May 8, 1850. His parents were 
John and Grace (Andrews) Cox, both of whom were born in Cornwall, 
England. The father, who was bom in 1822, died in 1887. The mother 
died in 1853, when her youngest son and child, John, was three years of 
age. The other children of the parents were two sons and one daugh- 
ter. The father subsequently married for his second wife Liza Cundy, 
who died in February, 1911, and was the mother of four children, 
three of whom are living. John Cox, Sr., came to America in 1848 



Digitized by 



Google 



2216 HISTORY OF WISCONSIN , 

and in the same year located in Grant county, on the site iince occu- 
pied by the little city of Hazel Green. He was one of the pioneers in 
that locality, and in the same year that he located in Grant county, 
Wisconsin territory became a state. Coming from the famous mining 
district of southwestern England, it was almost natural that his voca- 
tion should be that of miner, and after locating in Grant county, he 
worked in the lead mines until within three or four years before his 
death. He was an industrious and thrifty citizen, a man of excellent 
judgment, and highly esteemed in the community, in the aflfairs of 
which he took much part. He served as a member of the village board 
for several terms, and for several years was member of the school board 
and school treasurer for six years. His church was the Methodist from 
his early youth until death. In politics he was a Republican. 

Mr. John H. Cox grew up in Hazel Green, had his education in the 
public schools, and for his regular trade learned the business of house 
painter, and followed that for many years. His energies and natural 
capabilities have been such that he has never been confined within the 
narrow limits of anyvone vocation. Mr. Cox was one of the organizers 
of the Hazel Green State Bank, and has since been one of the directors. 
He was one of the organizers of the Hazel Green Telephone & Tele- 
graph Exchange Company, and is secretary and treasurer of that con- 
cern. Mr. Cox was also one of the organizers of the Hazel Green Im- 
provement Association and is its president at this writing. His activ- 
ity in behalf of more distinctively civic affairs has also been important. 
He has served as president of the village board for one term, and for ten 
years was one of the village trustees. Mr. Cox is past master of Hazel 
Green Lodge No. 43, A. F. & A. M., having served two terms as wor- 
shipful master, and is also affiliated with Benton Chapter of the Royal 
Arch Masonry. Mr. Cox is now in the twenty-first year of his service as 
secretary of Sinsinawa Lodge No. 16, I. 0. 0. F., of which he is past 
noble grand. His church is the Methodist, and in politics he follows 
the example of his father and supports the Republican ticket. 

On May 29, 1869, Mr. Cox married Mary Jane Goard, who was bom 
in St. Louis, Missouri. Mr. and Mrs. Cox are the parents of four cbil- 
dren, as follows: Clarence E., who married Myrtle Kevem; Ida E., 
wife of Phillip Birkett, and their two children are Myra J. and Paul 
J. ; Esther 6., wife of Thomas J. Rodda, and they have five children, 
three sons and two daughters; and Everett D., the youngest of the 
family. 

• 

F. L. Zau(J. The largest single manufacturing industry of New 
London is the Wisconsin Seating Company, manufacturers of opera 
seats, school desks, folding chairs, and special seating. Of this impor- 
tant company, Mr. F. L. Zaug is secretary and treasurer. Mr. Zaug 
has been a resident of Wisconsin all his life, when a boy entered rail- 
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road service in the telegraphic department, and after a long career of 
responsible service in railroading, entered the manufacturing field, 
where his previous experience has proved very valuable to the industries 
with which he is connected, and also for his own advancement. 

Mr. F. L. Zaug was born in Waupaca county, in the town of Du- 
pont, October 18, 1875, a son of Alouis and Augusta (Abel) Zaug. Both 
parents are now deceased. Alouis Zaug was bom in Alsace, Germany, 
coming to the United States at the age of four years with his parents. 
Grandfather John Zaug was a farmer, and his property was located 
close to Milwaukee, being now within the limits of that city, and ex- 
ceedingly valuable. On that farm near Milwaukee, Alouis Zaug grew 
to manhood and at the age of eighteen settled in Waupaca county. In 
1863 he enlisted in the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, his service as a sol- 
dier continuing until the end of the war. Returning to Wisconsin 
he established a meat market at New- London, later bought a farm, and 
there he and his wife spent their last days, the mother preceding the 
father in death. Their children were : Hattie, now Mrs. P. C. Rogers, 
of Marion, Wisconsin; Dora, wife of Joseph Bentz of Pond du Lac; 
Fred, of New London; Prank Louis; Wilbert, who lives on a farm 
near Marion ; Theresa, wife of Harvey Myers of Marion ; and Augusta, 
now Mrs. Steven Belille of Pond du Lac. 

The birthplace of Prank Lewis Zaug was the old homestead near 
Marion, and his boyhood days were passed there, while he attended 
the country district schools and the Marion high school. It was while 
in high school that he became interested in telegraphy, and thus made 
choice of a practical and useful vocation while still learning the formal 
lessons of books. When he was fourteen years of age, he entered the 
employ of the Milwaukee and Lake Shore Railroad, now a branch of 
the Northwestern, as night agent and operator at Sheboygan. One 
month later he was transferred to Wakefield, Michigan, as day operator, 
and lived in that part of the country until 1891. His next employment 
was at Ishpeming, for the D. S. S. and A. Railroad. About the time of 
the World's Pair in Chicago he was made cashier for the Northwestern 
Railroad at Appleton, but remained only one year, after which for 
eight years, he was employed as agent, at Two Rivers, Port Washing- 
ton, and at New London. 

In 1901 Mr. Zaug turned his services in another direction. In 
that year he took a position with the Wisconsin Chair Company at 
Port Washington, becoming manager of the lumber and veneer depart- 
ment. The company later organized the Wisconsin Lumber & Veneer 
Company at Port Washington, a business which was incorporated in 
1908, and Mr. Zaug became secretary and treasurer. In December, 
1911, after the veneer plant and sawmill at Mound City, Illinois, had 
been destroyed by fire, the plant at Port Washington was moved to New 
London and merged with the Wolf River Company. This consolida- 
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tion resulted in the building of large additions, and since the business 
has been carried on under its present title as the Wisconsin Seating 
Company. Mr. Zaug, under the reorganization, retained his position as 
secretary and treasurer. 

As already stated, the Wisconsin Seating Company has the largest 
plant at New London, and the firm is well known all over the United 
States. Its product goes probably to every state in the Union. Its local 
facilities in the way of transportation are almost unexcelled, since it 
has switch tracks leading from its plant to all local railway lines and 
has ample water facilities; Modem machinery and appliances are found 
in every department. The process would be interesting if it could be 
told in detail, but it must suffice to state that the rough log is taken, 
steamed, run through the veneer machine, thence to the one-hundred 
foot dryer, and then the veneer is ready to be made into chair seats, 
desk tops, etc. The veneer is shipped either in a finished state or in 
the rough to all points. The company have a casting plant in which 
are manufactured all the steel legs for chairs, desks and other seats. 
The Wisconsin Seating Company have furnished opera chairs for some 
of the finest theatres in the United States, besides equipping through- 
out schools, churches, and other large auditoriums. On the payroll of 
the company are two hundred and seventy-fivjB men and girls, and this 
is the largest industrial arm in any one plant in New; London. 

On December 10, 1901, Mr. Zaug married Mabel Dawson, a daugh- 
ter of Joseph Dawson. The three children of their marriage are: 
Dawson, Harold, and Dorothea. The church membership of Mr. and 
Mrs. Zaug is with the Congregational and his fraternal affiliations are 
in the Blue Lodge of Masonry at New London, the Chapter, Council 
and Commandery at Milwaukee, and the Knights of Pythias Lodge 
at Port Washington. Mr. Zaug*s success and advancement have been 
due to his individual efforts, and since he was fourteen years of age 
he has depended on no outside help. In late years in the management 
of the manufacturing concern, his previous railroad training, which 
taught him so strict a regard for detail, has proved very valuable. 

Edson 0. Woodbury. In the earlier history of this country, there 
are many accounts of the trials and brave sacrifices of those who are 
numbered among the pioneers of certain districts. The tide of civiliza- 
tion was then ever moving westward, and as soon as a section was 
fairly well developed there would be some venturesome souls eager to 
press still further towards the frontier, making new boundary lines 
for the outposts of civilization. The State of Wisconsin has been largely 
settled and developed by pioneers from the Empire State, and in this 
class stands Edson 0. Woodbury, of Crandon, who, while not one of 
the earliest pioneers of Wisconsin, still came here prior to the coming 
of the railroads, and who has the distinction of being the first sheriff 
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elected by the people of Forest county. Mr. Woodbury's life has been 
one of almost continuous public service while in Wisconsin, although 
he has also been largely interested in business matters, and both in 
public and private life has a record for conscientious and straightfor- 
ward dealing that has won him the unqualified confidence of his fellow- 
citizens. 

Edson 0. Woodbury was born in Cattaraugus county, New York, 
September 9, 1855, and is a son of David and Frances Woodbury. The 
family came West to Wisconsin when he was but two years old and 
settled first in Shawano county, the father taking up land in Belle 
Plaine township, and there Edson 0. received his primary educational 
training in the country schools. When he was eight years of age the 
family went to the vicinity of Omro, Winnebago county, and there the 
parents continued to be engaged in agricultural pursuits until their 
retirement, when, late in life, they came to Crandon, and here both 
passed away. 

Mr. Woodbury completed his schooling in Winnebago county, this 
having been subsequently supplemented by close observation and study. 
Reared amid agricultural surroundings, he drifted into the occupations 
so common to the youth of that day, lumbering and river driving in the 
timber. In 1877 he was sent to Crandon to develop a cranberry marsh, 
but found no roads or settlements, and was compelled to make his jour- 
ney over an old Indian trail. Being favorably impressed with the com- 
munity and its opportunities, Mr. Woodbury settled permanently here, 
and engaged in logging and cruising, and through his own efforts be- 
came a surveyor and an expert cruiser and estimator of timber. 

During his residence in Forest county Mr. Woodbury has been the 
incumbent of numerous responsible ofl&ces, although he has modestly 
accounted for this by referring to the scarcity of people in the county 
in the early days. However this may be, his services have at all times 
been decidedly satisfactory, and through them he has won a well- 
established position in the confidence of his fellow-citizens. In addi- 
tion to serving as assessor, clerk and chairman of the town board, he 
was the first sheriff of Forest county elected by the people, and served 
two terms in that office, and for three terms was county treasurer. 
From 1897 to 1902 he was state timber agent, and since the organization 
of the city he has been alderman from the Fourth Ward. For a num- 
ber of years Mr. Woodbury has been engaged in real estate dealings, 
and in this connection has been largely instrumental in building up the 
city of his adoption. 

Mr. Woodbury was married in 1891, at Sparta, Wis., to Miss Mabel 
McPherson, of LaCrosse, Wisconsin, and to this union there have been 
bom three children: Charles, who is a resident of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia ; and Ethel Joy and Paul, who live with their parents. For some 
years Mr. Woodbury has been interested in fraternal work, and at pres- 
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ent, among others, is a member of the local lodges of the Knights of 
Pythias and the Modem Woodmen of America. He leads a rational 
life, .works hard, has a friendly feeling for others, and possesses a 
broad understanding of lifers complexities, being, all in all, just such 
a citizen as each community should have. 

Judge Chester A. Fowler. In 1905, the legislature created the 
Eighteenth Judicial Circuit, comprising the counties of Fond du Lac, 
Green Lake, Marquette, Columbia and Adams. The first choice for 
judge of this circuit fell upon Chester A. Fowler, at that time a prom- 
inent attorney at Portage, and who since 1909 has had his home in Fond 
du Lac. Both as a lawyer and as a jurist. Judge Fowler holds a high 
place in the Wisconsin bar, and his attainments are the result of a sound 
native ability and a thorough development in the school of practical 
experience. 

Chester A. Fowler was born December 24, 1862, in Dodge county, 
Wisconsin. His father was one of the early settlers of the central por- 
tion of the state, and his record as a pioneer and as a soldier and citizen 
is a matter of pride to Judge Fowler. He was Franklin Fowler, a 
native of New York, where he married Maria A. Cole. They came to 
Wisconsin about 1856, having at that time two children in the family. 
Franklin Fowler was a carpenter by trade, and followed that calling 
in the new country until after the beginning of the Civil war. In 1862 
he went out as a private in Company F of the Twenty-fourth Wiscon- 
sin Infantry. In one of the battles in which his regiment participated, 
he was severely wounded, and as a result of the disability brought on 
by his wounds received an honorable discharge. One year later, having 
recovered, he again took up arms as a Union Soldier, this time in the 
Forty-fourth New York Cavalry. He was with the Northern armies 
from that time until the close of the war. Returning to Wisconsin, 
he settled in Richland county, where he combined carpenter work with 
farming until his death, which occurred in 1897. In religious belief 
Franklin Fowler was a Universalist, and in politics a Republican. His 
wife died in 1904. She was an ardent ** woman suffragist'' and was 
for many years an officer of the State Women's Suffrage Association. 

Judge Fowler grew up in Wisconsin, attended the grammar and 
high school at Sextonville, and later graduated in the state normal school 
at Whitewater. His higher education was acquired in the University of 
Wisconsin, from which he was graduated in 1890. His earlier years 
were devoted to educational work, and in that way he got the funds 
which enabled him to prepare for the law and did much studying in the 
intervals of school employment. Three years were spent as principal of 
the schools of East Troy and of Wonewoc. After his admission to the 
bar, Judge Fowler spent five years in practice at Omaha, Nebraska, and 
then moved to Portage. There he built up a reputation as an able and 
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trustworthy lawyer, and was one of the leaders of the Columbia county 
bar for fourteen years. He was chosen from the ranks of Columbia 
county bar to fill the office of circuit judge in the newly created eigh- 
teenth circuit in 1905, and has now presided over that bench for eight 
years, and has recently been chosen by his brother judges the first 
*' Chairman'' of the ** Board of Circuit Judges" created by the 1913 
Legislature. During his residence in Portage he served six years as 
city attorney. 

Judge Fowler is a Democrat in politics, and is affiliated with the 
Knights of Pythias. On March 30, 1892, he married Miss Carrie J. 
Smith of East Troy, Wisconsin. They are the parents of two chil- 
dren, twins, bom September 24, 1893, and named Dwight S. and 
Mary L. 

Elmer S. Johnston. In the making of the modern city of Bara- 
boo, not only as a center of trade, but as one of the beauty spots of 
Wisconsin, where each year many thousands of visitors are entertained* 
the progressive ideas and enterprise of "Elmer S. Johnston have had 
a very important part. Mr. Johnston is a well known young business 
man, and belongs to one of the old families in this state. 

He was bom August 29, 1882, in Ironton, Wisconsin, a son of H. 
M. and Martha (Andrews) Johnston. Both the paternal and maternal 
grandparents came from Scotland and Ireland, and the parents were 
both natives of Wisconsin. The paternal grandfather immigrated 
from Scotland to America at an early day, locating in Richland county^ 
Wisconsin, and on his farm Mr. H. M. Johnston was reared. His edu« 
cation was continued through normal school, and two years of his early^ 
career were spent in teaching. The lumber trade was the business with 
which most of his active years are identified, and his headquarters were 
at LaValle in Sauk county, until 1890. In that year his operations,, 
having grown to a point where branch yards were maintained in this 
part of the state, he moved to Baraboo, and has been prominent as a 
retail lumberman to the present time. 

Elmer S. Johnston grew up in Sauk county, graduated from the 
Baraboo high school with the class of 1902, and then became associated 
with his father in the lumber trade, assisting in the management of 
the five branch concerns operated by his father. He continued in this 
business until November 30, 1910, at which date he bought the large 
furniture and undertaking establishment previously operated by 
Charles Wild. His is now the largest store for furniture, carpets 
rugs, and other household supplies in the city, and he also affords a 
careful service as funeral director. 

Everything in the way of public spirited undertakings looking to the 
growth and improvement of the city has interested Mr. Johnston since 
manhood. He is a director in the First National Bank of Baraboo, and 
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was elected president of the Commercial Association when it was first 
organized in September, 1912. Through this association, and by his 
individual efforts, he has accomplished much towards making Baraboo 
a city of modern standards and facilities. Among the improvements 
which are now a notable feature of Baraboo are the thirty-seven hundred 
boulevard electric lights that illuminate all the important thorough- 
fares and a large amount of pavement has been laid, for all of which 
work Mr. Johnston's influence and active efforts deserve much credit 
Mr. Johnston is treasurer of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of 
Baraboo. Fraternally he is now grand representative of the Knights 
of Pythias, and is affiliated with Baraboo Lodge, No. 34, A. F. & A. 
M., with the Independent Order of Odd FeUows, and the Modem 
Woodmen of America. A Republican worker, he is chairman of the 
Second Ward Election Committee of Baraboo. His church is the 
Methodist Episcopal. 

On August 9, 1905, in Baraboo, Mr. Johnston married Miss Hattie 
Marriott, a daughter of Henry and Martha Marriott, who came to 
Wisconsin from England, and were early settlers in Sauk county. 



Frank Hamachek. It has been said that the beginning of civiliza- 
tion is the discovery of some useful arts, by which men acquire prop- 
erty, comforts or luxuries. The necessity or desire of preserving them 
leads to laws and social institutions. In reality, the origin, as well as 
the progress and improvement of civil society, is founded on mechan- 
ical and chemical inventions, and in reviewing the circumstances of 
the life .of Frank Hamachek there is a pleasure in looking upon 
and contemplating an active and useful career, passed for the most 
part in the development of some of the most useful of industries. 
Mr. Hamachek has been a resident of the Badger state since 1866. He 
was bom in Austria, March 31, 1853, and is a son of John and Anna 
(Paulu) Hamachek, the latter a daughter of Joseph Paulu, Sr., a pio- 
neer farmer of Kewaunee county, who came here as early as 1857. 

John and Anna (Paulu) Hamachek were married in Austria. He 
was a printer of woolen cloth in the old country, but felt that he could 
better his conditions in the United States, and in 1866 arrived in this 
country, after having spent seven weeks at sea in a sailing vessel. 
After landing at Baltimore, the family came at once to Wisconsin, 
through the Great Lakes, by way of Chicago and Milwaukee and thence 
to Two Rivers, from which point they teamed to Kewaunee county. 
Here the father followed farming and carpentering, continuing to be 
so engaged until 1892, in which year he came to Kewaunee. Although 
eighty-six years of age, his active and energetic spirit will not allow 
him to remain idle, and each day he spends eight hours in the Hamachek 
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shop and foundry, where he is amply capable of holding his own with 
the other mechanics. 

Frank Hamachek is one of a family of nine children, and the eldest 
of the five still living. He went to school in Austria, and there took up 
piano and organ making, a business which he followed for one and one- 
half years. He was in his fourteenth year when the family came to the 
United States, and for the next few years he worked on the farm and at 
carpentering under his father. In 1869 he came to Kewaunee, being 
then a lad of about sixteen years, and in this then small and obscure 
village he secured employment for two years at carpenter work. Fol- 
lowing this he took up the millwright trade and began building grist- 
mills and sawmills. In the fall of 1875 he went to Milwaukee and 
engaged the services of a private teacher for three months, by which 
he became familiar with the English language, a tongue of which he 
had previously known but little. Thus he was able to secure a posi- 
tion with the E. P. AUis Machine Company, now the AUis-Chalmers 
Company, of Milwaukee. Young Hamachek remained in the employ of 
Mr. Allis for twenty-one months and became foreman in three months. 
This firm manufactured all kinds of mill machinery back in the days 
when patent flour was first being brought to notice, and Mr. Hamachek 
s worked out a plan perfecting the company's purifier, which met with 
great and immediate success. This invention may be said to have been 
the forerunner of the long chain of inventions which followed, and of 
which Frank Hamachek, once the poor emigrant lad, is the father. 
Later he was sent to Sturgeon Bay to put up a mill, the first one of that 
place. In March, 1877, at the solicitation of his mother, then living at 
Kewaunee, he came to this city and bought an interest in the machine 
shop, then being run by ''Bill" Davis. One year later Mr. Hamachek 
purchased the interest of Mr. Davis and began improving the shop, 
installing modem machinery and adding various appurtenances and 
equipment, some of it his own invention. He continued to conduct this 
shop with a satisfactory business until it was destroyed by fire in 1879, 
but in 1880 he erected a building that still forms a part of his plant, 
and began operating July 3rd of that year. From that time on, as the 
business gradually grew and demanded more space, he continued to add 
to his structures. All this time he did contracting and repair work, 
but from the very first devoted much of his own time to inventions. The 
Hamachek Stump Puller he worked out in the old shop shortly after 
<;on}ing here, and this was followed by the Hamachek Feed Cutter. Up 
to 1907 he manufactured plows which met with success, and only dis- 
continued this line in order to devote his entire time to his later 
inventions. Some of his plows are still in use even after thirty years 
of work. 

The Frank Hamachek Giant Feed Mill was the next successful inven- 
tion, and in 1906 he brought out the Hamachek Ideal Pea Harvester, 
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for harvesting green peas. This invention represented the work of 
several years and an outlay of considerable money, and financially 
could scarcely be called a success, although it was a success from a 
mechanical standpoint. He discontinued its manufacture in 1912. 

During the past six years he has devoted most of his time to ma- 
chines used in the canning of peas. His inventions during this period 
are Ideal Viner Feeders, a self-feeder to feed the vines into a pea huUer, 
which is commonly called a viner; tailing separators, a machine to 
save those peas that the viner has hulled out but which are still entan- 
gled among the vines; and viner improvements. His idea in these ma- 
chines was to improve the quality of the threshed peas by securing those 
tender peas that would otherwise have passed into waste, which in turn 
improves the quality of the canned product. In this he succeeded in a 
marked degree. A list of the Hamachek inventions would be incom- 
plete without mention of Ideal Chain Adjusters, which he invented 
in 1911. 

At his plant in Kewaunee, Wisconsin, he is now manufacturing feed 
and ensilage cutters, feed mills, horse powers, chain adjusters, tailing 
separators, viner feeders, and viner improvements, all of which are of 
his own invention. 

On January 17, 1908, Mr. Hamachek suffered another loss by fire, 
when his shop was destroyed, but since then he has continued to carry 
on his business on the old site. Mr. Hamachek is a member of the 
Royal Arcanum and the C. S. P. S., a Bohemian society, also holding 
membership in the Mystic Workers of the World. He has never entered 
politics to any extent, and has not joined any of the parties, preferring 
to exercise his prerogative of voting for the man he deems best fitted 
for the oflBce, irrespective of party obligations. His activities have 
placed him in the forefront among Kewaunee county's men of affairs, 
and it is doubtful if there is a pea canning factory in this country 
or Canada, of any importance, where his name is unknown. 

Mr. Hamachek was married to Miss -Anna Shimmel, and to this 
union there have been born five children: Ella, who married William 
Irving, and is a resident of Chicago, Illinois; Olga, who married 
Frank Loughran of Chicago; Albert, who makes his home in Montana; 
Frank, Jr., manager of the plant at Kewaunee; and Sylvia, who is 
single and resides with her parents. 

B. M. Vaughan. In the practice of law at Grand Rapids for a 
quarter of a century, Mr. Vaughan 's career has been characterized by 
the usual accomplishments and rewards of the successful lawyer, and 
at the same time by various distinctive service such as only a leader at 
the bar can perform for his community or state. 

B. M. Vaughan, who belongs to one of the old families of Fond du 
Lac county, was bom November 30, 1862, in the town of Byron, in 
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Pond du Lac county. He was a son of John Wesley and Sarah E. 
(Blake) Vaughan. The father was born in Michigan, and the mother 
in New York State. The Vaughan family was of Welsh extraction and 
first settled in New England in 1632. The Blake family was of Eng- 
lish origin and came to New England at an early date. The paternal 
grandfather, Daniel C. Vaughan, was one of the very early settlers of 
Pond du Lac county, where he located in 1851, and where he remained 
until his death. He was a man of exceptional prominence in his locality, 
a Wesleyan Methodist minister, and was noted for his abolition views. 
He had three sons. All of them were soldiers in, and died in the Civil 
war. John Wesley Vaughan, the father, was a farmer and contractor 
up to the time of his enlistment. He enlisted as a private, in Company 
H of the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin Infantry, and died while in service 
at Natchez, Mississippi. After his death his widow, who was a very 
intelligent and highly educated woman, engaged in teaching to support 
herself and educate her one child. The subject of this sketch lived with 
his grandfather, Alanson Blake, in Wood county, Wisconsin, up to 1876. 
He received a high school education at Grand Rapids, graduating in the 
class of 1880. In 1882 he entered the State University at Madison, 
where he took the general scientific course, and was graduated Bachelor 
of Science in 1885. This general literary and scientific education was 
followed by sixteen months in the law office of Gardner & Gajoior at 
Grand Rapids. He then entered the law department of the University 
of Wisconsin. During his law course he spent one year in the office 
of Hon. John M. Olin, at Madison. On his admission to the bar he 
began practice at Grand Rapids, July 2, 1888. 

Mr. Vaughan is a Progressive Republican, and for many years 
has been an active worker and supporter of Republican principles and 
policies. For seven years he served as a member of the school board, 
and has been one of the county board of his county, and for seven years 
was a member of the board of directors of the T. B. Scott Free Public 
Library. 

Aside from his large private practice he has done much to secure 
important state legislation. He probably has more drainage district 
practice than any other attorney in Wisconsin. He revised and con- 
solidated the drainage district laws and the town drainage laws of Wis- 
consin, now in force, and has been chosen representative of those 
interested in drainage legislation, to represent them at each legislative 
session since January, 1905. 

In religion Mr. Vaughan is a Unitarian. He takes great delight in 
and is a local authority on agriculture and horticulture. 

On July 12, 1893, at Baraboo, Wisconsin, he married Miss Mae 
Elizabeth Southard, a daughter of Henry and Catherine (Van Valken- 
burg) Southard. Mrs. Vaughan was educated in the high school at 
Baraboo, and taught in the high schools at Grand Rapids and Baraboo. 
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She is a member of the D. A. R., and takes an active interest in educa- 
tional affairs and in social science, and is interested in the practical 
application of such matters in her home community. She is an author- 
ity of Shakespeare and Dickens. They are the parents of three chil- 
dren, Robert Wesley, Catherine Ruth and Carl Van Valkenburg, all of 
whom are preparing for the University. 

Paul J. Winter. A highly qualified and successful member of the 
Shawano county bar is Paul J. Winter, who since 1900 has been in 
active practice. Mr. Winter is a director in the Citizen *s State Bank 
of Shawano, and represents the bank as attorney. He read law in the 
office of the late H. G. Drier of Shawano, also attended the law depart- 
ment of the University of Wisconsin at Madison for one year, and 
passed the bar examinations of the state when he was twenty years of 
age. He entered practice with his former preceptor, Mr. Drier, and 
their partnership continued until the death of the senior member in 
1907, since which time Mr. Winter has practiced alone. 

Paul J. Winter was born in Shawano county, on a farm in the town 
of Washington, October 24, 1880. His parents were David and Caro- 
line (Winter) Winter. The parents, though of the same name, were 
not related. Their lives began in separate localities of Germany, and 
did not come together until they were married in Wisconsin. The 
father, a substantial farmer, still lives on his place in the town of 
Washington in Shawano. 

On the old home place Paul J. Winter grew up, and attended the 
district schools. Prom the country he attended the Shawano high 
schools, and graduated in the class of 1898. During his high school 
course, he took up the study of law in Mr. Drier's office and was not yet 
twenty years of age when he successfully passed the bar examination. 

On July 23, 1906, Mr. Winter married Miss Myrtle Dietzler of 
Shawano, a daughter of A. D. and Catherine Dietzler. Their two chil- 
dren are Russell Q. and Myrtle. 

Hon. Hall L. Brooks. Probably no industry has brought out the 
elemental strength and virtues of hardy manhood to greater advantage 
than lumbering carried on in the palmy days of northern Wisconsin 
and Michigan. The old-time lumbermen have been described as pre- 
senting to the world a picture of complete adequacy, such as it would be 
difficult to match in any other walk of life. There has been many of 
these men in northern Wisconsin, and they have been among the strong- 
est factors in the industrial and business development of that section of 
the state. One among them who is typical of the character and accom- 
plishments of them all is Hall L. Brooks of Tomahawk, lumberman, 
dealer in 6edar posts, telegraph poles, and now chairman of the Lin- 
coln County Board of Supervisors, serving his second term in that posi- 
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tion. He has been a member of the board since 1906. Mr. Brooks was 
also a member of the Wisconsin State Legislature, from Lincoln county 
in 1905, elected on the Republican ticket. His home has been at Toma- 
hawk since 1898, but he has been well known as a lumberman in this sec- 
tion of the state for many years. 

Hall L. Brooks is a New Englander by birth and early rearing, born • 
in Medford, Massachusetts, October 1, 1864, a son of Luther P. and 
Qeorgiana Knight (Dyer) Brooks. His father was a manufacturing 
jeweler in Massachusetts, in which state he spent all his career. His 
home and business were in Medford for a number of years after which 
he moved to Boston, and resided in that city the latter years of his life, 
although he died in Tomahawk, Wisconsin, in 1899, while on a visit to 
his son, Hall L. 

Hall L. Brooks grew up in the town of Medford, attended the 
public schools, and at the age of seventeen sought a life of strenuous 
adventures in the lumber business. His first enterprise and experience 
were in the state of Georgia, where he worked in the lumber camps and 
obtained a thorough experience in lumbering as carried on in the south- 
ern forests, until 1886. In that year he moved to Wisconsin, and at 
Schofield, in Marathon county, became connected with the large lum- 
ber concerns of Brooks & Ross, of which his uncle, E. W. Brooks, was 
senior member. This concern was one of the largest in the lumber 
operations of northern Wisconsin, for a number of years. After sev- 
eral years with this firm, working both at Schofield and in the woods 
of northeastern Langlade county, Mr. Brooks moved to Tomahawk, and 
has since been in independent business in that city. He is known 
among lumbermen all along the Wisconsin river, and has gained a 
position of high esteem in his home county. 

In 1891 Mr. Brooks married Mjiss Edith Belanger, of Grand 
Rapids, Wisconsin, a daughter of Prank Belanger. They have no chil- 
dren. Mr. Brooks has an office in the Hyman Building at Tomahawk. 
Praternally he is affiliated with the Masonic Order. 

Adolph p. Lehneb. One of the strongest and best known law firms 
of northern Wisconsin is that of Lehner & Lehner at Oconto Palls and 
Princeton. The constituent members of this firm are Philip Lehner, 
whose home and offices are at Princeton, and Adolph P. Lehner, of 
Oconto Palls. Mr. Adolph P. Lehner has been five years in active prac- 
tice as a member of the Wisconsin bar, and has gained a select place 
and numerous distinctions which rank him as an able attorney. He 
is at the present time serving as district attorney of Oconto county, 
having been elected to that office on the Republican ticket in November, 
1912, and beginning his duties on January 6, 1913. Mr. Lehner is a 
graduate of the law department of the University of Wisconsin in 
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the class of 1909, was admitted to the bar the same year and has since 
practiced at Oconto Falls. 

Adolph P. Lehner was born on a farm near Hartford, in Washington 
county, Wisconsin, March 15, 1885, and represents one of the old fam- 
ilies in that section of the state. His parents are Andrew and Pauline 
' (Frey) Lehner, who still live on the old homestead near Hartford. The 
father was born on the farm which is his home, and grandfather John 
Lehner was a native of Germany, and one of the early German settlers 
in the vicinity of Hartford. 

The old homestead was the scene of Adolph P. Lehner 's early asso- 
ciation, and while there he gained physical strength, and also profited 
by attendance at the country schools. He early indicated his pro- 
ficiency as a student, when he received his diploma from the country 
schools at the age of twelve years. During the following year he 
attended a German school, and in 1903 graduated from the Hartford 
high school, having completed four years of the curriculum in three 
years' time. Lack of financial means prevented him from taking up 
immediate study of law, and he had to earn his way by teaching for 
some time. He taught country school in Washington county, Wiscon- 
sin, for two years, and in the meantime read law. His summer vaca- 
tions were spent in earning additional money by playing professional 
baseball as a pitcher in the west. That experience was followed by a 
period of residence at Princeton, Wisconsin, where he read law in the 
oflBce of his brother, Philip. Entering the University of Wisconsin in the 
Law Department, he remained there until his graduation in 1909, with 
the degree of LL. B. During his university career he was captain of 
the University Gymnastic team. Among other professional interests, 
Mr. Lehner is a stockholder and attorney in the Seymour State Bank 
of Wisconsin. He and his brother are well known both as attorneys and 
as citizens pretty well all over the state. 

On June 16, 1912, Mr. Lehner married Miss Jennie Nelson, a daugh- 
ter of Otto Nelson of Marinette, Wisconsin. They are the parents of 
one child, Eleanor. 

John B. Chase served six years in the office of district attorney of 
Oconto county, and upon the expiration of his service in that capacity 
in January, 1913, he became assistant district attorney. He has been 
engaged in legal practice here since 1901, or practically since his admis- 
sion to the bar. 

An Indianian by birth, John B. Chase claims the town of Logans- 
port as his home place, where he was born on October 7, in 1872. He is 
a son of Judge D. H. Chase and his wife, Maria (Durett) Chase. The 
father was circuit judge of the Circuit court of Cass county for many 
years, and he died in 1900, while yet serving on the bench. The mother 
comes of an old Colonial family, her grandfather, Major Bell, having 
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served in the Colonial army. He fought at Tippecanoe when Tecumseh 
was worsted, and he and his family were the first white settlers of 
Logansport. Mrs. Chase died in Logansport when her son, John B., of 
this review, was but seven years of age. 

John B. Chase attended the public schools of Logansport, and when 
he had finished the high school course entered the law department of 
the University of Tennessee, at Knoxville, where he was graduated in 
the spring of 1898. Immediately the young attorney began practice in 
Marion county, Kentucky, continuing there until 1901, when he came to 
Oconto, at the insistence of his uncle, William Chase, who had come to 
these parts in the early eighties. He had become a large landowner and 
capitalist, and as he was growing old, with no children of his own, he 
prevailed upon his nephew to come to Oconto and take charge of his 
affairs for him. William Chase died in 1905, leaving his nephew, John 
B. Chase, sole executor of his large estate. In addition to his work as 
administrator he conducts a large law practice, one of the largest in 
Oconto county, it is said, and has yet found ample time to devote to 
public service, as outlined above. 

Mr. Chase is undeniably one of the busiest men in the city, for his 
civic activities are widespread and important. As president of the 
Board of Police and Fire Commissioners of the City of Oconto, he has 
done good work for the city, and he is a director in the Citizens' 
National Bank of Oconto. 

In 1892 Mr. Chase was married to Miss Gertrude Hubbard, a native 
of Massachusetts, and they have two children: Dudley H. and Esther 
Chase. 

Mr. Chase is a Mason of the Knight Templar degree, and is active 
in all branches of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is now 
District Deputy Grand Master of that order. Both Mr. Chase and his 
wife are prominent in social circles and participate in the leading social 
activities of the city. 

H. C. Braeger. a man who has been connected w4th many phases 
of the life of Rhinelander, Oneida county, is the present mayor of that 
city, Mr. H. C. Braeger, who during twenty years of residence has been 
known as an efficient servant of the community in the office which he 
held for a long time in connection with the railroad, and also in other 
capacities. Mr. Braeger was elected mayor of Rhinelander in April, 
1912, taking office the third Tuesday in that month, and has been giving 
an excellent administration of local affairs. 

H. C. Braeger is a native of Wisconsin, born in Sheboygan, June 4, 
1864, a^ son of William and Charlotte (Bast) Braeger. His parents are 
still living in Sheboygan, his father at the age of eighty years, and 
his mother at seventy-nine. They were natives of Germany, where they 
married, and immigrating to America settled at Sheboygan in 1856. 
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That has been the home for more than half a century, and from that 
locality the father went out as a soldier of the Civil war. It was in She- 
boygan that H. C. Braeger was reared, and as a boy he attended the Ger- 
man Lutheran parochial schools. Soon after leaving school he made the 
beginning of his career as a railroad man, performing what were prac- 
tically office-boy duties at the local station for the old Milwaukee, Lake 
Shore & Western Railroad, now a part of the Chicago & Northwestern 
System. He worked in the freight house for several years at Sheboygan, 
and in 1884 was transferred to Chicago, where for some time he worked 
with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. As bill clerk and 
cashier he was employed for the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western again 
at Wausau, Wisconsin, and in 1888 was transferred as bill clerk and 
cashier for the same railroad to Milwaukee. When that road was ab- 
sorbed by the Chicago & Northwestern Lines in 1892, he spent two weeks 
in the employ of Frank Eyman, now freight traffic manager for the 
Chicago & Northwestern Lines. While under Mr. Eyman he was assist- 
ant cashier and was then promoted to station agent at Antigo, Wisconsin, 
where he remained from May to October, 1892. He was then trans- 
ferred to a place of station agent at Rhinelander, where with the ex- 
ception of six or seven months he was on duty continuously from 1892 
to 1903. During 1898-99 he returned to Sheboygan, where he became 
station agent to succeed Douglas Qibbs, who was for many years station 
agent at Sheboygan, and under whom Mr. Braeger had received his first 
experience when he started railroading. Returning to Rhinelander in 
February, 1899, Mr. Braeger continued as station agent there until 1903, 
and then resigned to take up business in other lines. He became buyer 
for the Rhinelander Paper Company, purchasing the raw material for 
the company's factory. In June, 1905, Mr. Braeger moved to Neenah, 
Wisconsin, where he made his headquarters in the paper business until 
1906. Since then he has had his residence at Rhinelander continuously, 
and is still in business in this city. Mr. Braeger during 1903-04-05 was 
a helpful member of the Rhinelander School Board, resigning from his 
office when he went to Neenah. 

In 1887 occurred the marriage of Mr. Braeger to Louisa Krueger of 
Marathon county, Wisconsin, and a daughter of Fred Krueger. The 
four children who have blessed their marriage are Ella, W^alter, Milton 
and Zean. In fraternal matters Mr. Braeger is affiliated with the 
Masonic Order. 

Hon. Densmore W. Maxon. Mr. Maxon was born in the Town of 
Verona, Oneida county. New York, September 30, 1820. He was the 
second son of Ethan and Betsy (Andrew) Maxon, and was educated 
at the Oneida Conference Seminary. He came to Milwaukee in 1843 
and from then until the close of his life (nearly forty years later), he 
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was a citizen of prominence and usefulness both in the territory and the 
state. 

He was possessed of a fine physique, a liberal education and a rare 
memory for names and faces which gained for him a large circle of 
friends. His name is connected with many important and public move- 
ments of early days and a brief sketch of his life has an appropriate 
place in this publication. He studied, and had a fair knowledge of law, 
and was urged to enter the practice but declined, preferring a more 
active life. 

After a brief residence in Milwaukee he established his permanent 
home in Washington county, where he purchased from the Government 
a homestead which is still retained in the family. He subsequently plat- 
ted the little village of Cedar Creek upon part of the land thus pur- 
chased. 

On April 2, 1846, he was married to Miss Elizabeth Turck (of French 
and Dutch lineage), who was born at CatskiU, N. Y., February 22, 1828, 
Miss Turck came by water to Milwaukee with her parents in 1837. At 
that time there was no pier at which lake boats could land, and the pas- 
sengers were transferred to yawl boats and thence to the shore. Shortly 
after his marriage Mr. Maxon and bride proceeded to their new home 
in the wilderness. The Indians supplied them bountifully with fish, 
venison, wild turkey, duck, partridge and quail which were abundant 
in the country at that time. 

Mr. Maxon was a competent surveyor and his services were in 
immediate demand in laying out public highways, organizing town- 
ships and school districts, and locating the pioneers upon their newly 
acquired possessions. In this work his knowledge of the Indian and 
German languages and of different dialects was of great service, and 
his knowledge of the law enabled him to settle many conflicting claims 
without litigation. 

In the year 1848 Wisconsin was admitted to the Union and Mr. 
Maxon was elected a member of the first State Legislature, and par- 
ticipated in the organization of the state government. He was re-elected 
in 1852, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872 and 1882. From 1857 to 
1861 inclusive, he was a member of the State Senate. His legislative 
career with one exception was longer than that of any other member. 
In 1865 he was nominated by his party for lieutenant-governor, and 
with the rest of his entire party ticket was defeated. In politics he was^ 
known as a War Democrat, a believer and ardent advocate of a ** tariff 
for revenue only,'* that **all should be permitted to buy where they 
could buy best, and sell where they could sell best, ' ' and that protection 
should be the incident only, and not a prime object of the tariff. 

He was a friend of the young, an ardent supporter of the public 
schools, and introduced into the legislature a bill which finally became 
a law, requiring the state and federal constitutions to be taught in 
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public schools. From early manhood to the close of his life he gave 
freely of his time and services for the general welfare. 

For years he advocated in the legislature a reform in the county 
government system, and after many unsuccessful efforts, his bill known 
as No. lA, providing for a township representation in the county board 
finally became a law, which was recognized at that time as a great 
improvement over the then commission form of county government. 
This form of county government is still retained. 

Through his untiring efforts he secured state and federal legislation 
and a quit-claim deed from the St. Paul Railway Company, successor 
to the old LaCrosse Railway Company (of what was then regarded as 
doubtful title, to a certain railway land grant), for the benefit of those 
who lost their farms under mortgages given to aid in the construction 
of the railroad. By prosecuting this claim in the state and federal 
courts he finally secured for these farmers the land thus granted, and 
for fifteen years thereafter served with meagre compensation in selling 
the land and dividing the proceeds thereof among those unfortunate 
people. This did much to allay the strong feeling of ill will that existed 
at that time against the railway companies which had thus secured aid 
from the farmers. 

For years Mr. Maxon tried to persuade the state to make better 
provision for its insane, and it was only after he had visited the county 
jails in various parts of the state and secured at his own expense reliable 
data as to the large number of this unfortunate class who were cared for 
in the same way as criminals, that he finally secured a liberal appro- 
priation for the construction of the Northern State Hospital for the 
Insane. He was appointed by the Governor as Chairman of the Build- 
ing Comanittee which erected this fine institution, and for years after- 
wards was a member and president of its board of trustees. He after- 
wards remarked that he desired no better monument to his memory 
than this hospital. 

In 1879 the Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan Ship Canal and 
Harbor Company became embarrassed for lack of funds. The federal 
government through the state of Wisconsin had subsidized the enter- 
prise with a land grant of some 200,000 acres, but the sale of the land 
was so slow that by 1879 the company was on the verge of bankruptcy. 
At this point Mr. Maxon was called upon to take charge of the com- 
pany's affairs, and he pushed the matter with such vigor that the 
funds were secured and the completion of the canal made possible by 
1884. The federal government afterwards made this canal a public 
waterway. 

Mr. Maxon died March 22nd, 1887, while on a visit to his aged 
mother at Santa Cruz, California. 

Tpon his death the Senate and Assembly in recognition of his serv- 
ices to the state passed a resolution reciting, **that the state recog- 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2233 

nizes the loss of a distinguished citizen, and faithful public oflScer and 
one of our ablest men,'' And, *'that deeply impressed with the valu- 
able services he has rendered the state and with the memory of the 
warm friendship which existed between him, and aU those who knew 
him, and the shadow of gloom which his absence must necessarily 
bring to the home of his aged mother, widow and children, we extend 
our heartfelt sympathy and condolence, and join with them as mourn- 
ers, in the great loss they have sustained/' 

Mrs. Maxon died June 28th, 1913, at the age of eighty-five years. 
While a woman of frail constitution she possessed great courage and a 
remarkable mental vigor until the close of her life.- She was revered 
as an excellent type of the pioqeer women of Wisconsin. 

The six living children of Mr. and Mrs. Maxon are Captain Mason 
M., a retired officer of the United States Army, living at Cincinnati, 
Ohio; Glen way, of the i\Iilwaukee bar, Milwaukee; Dow and Ada of 
West Bend, Wisconsin; Mrs. J. S. Cutler, of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin; 
and William D. who resides in the summer time at his place known 
as Oak Lodge on Big Cedar Lake, not far from West Bend. 

Glenway Maxon, the second living son of the late Densmore W. 
Maxon, was born December 1st, 1851. He was educated at the district 
school of Cedar Creek, Seventh Ward School of Milwaukee, and entered 
the University of Wisconsin and was graduated A. B. 1873, and the fol- 
lowing year from the law department of the same university. He was 
admitted to practice in both the state and federal courts. He opened his 
office at Milwaukee in 1876 where he has been continuously engaged in 
the practice of law. While interested in civic matters he has no ambition 
for office holding. In politics he has been a consistent supporter and 
advocate of the fundamental principles of the Democratic party. In 
1876 he was his party 's unanimous choice as candidate for Mayor of Mil- 
waukee, and though with no expectation of election he succeeded in 
reducing the normal Republican majority by about two-thirds. This 
nomination came entirely unsolicited. Mr. Maxon served for years as 
a member of the Milwaukee Municipal League, which did much to 
elevate the standard of local politics and municipal government. He 
was largely instrumental in organizing the City Club and drafted its 
first constitution and by-laws. He is at present secretary and treasurer 
and a member of the Council, of the Wisconsin Civil Service League,, 
and at one time was a member of the Board of Directors of the Wiscon- 
sin Training School for Nurses and also a member of the School Board. 

0;i February 8th, 1888, he was married to Miss Amabel V. Hornor, 
daughter of Joseph P. Hornor, a representative member of the bar of 
the city of New Orleans. Mr. Hornor was also a prominent Mason, serv- 
ing as Grand High Priest of the Louisiana Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 

Masons, and subsequently as Grand High Priest of the United States. 
Vol. vm— 7 
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The three children of Mr. and Mrs. Maxon were, Harriet, Joseph Homor, 
and Glenway, Jr. Joseph Hornor died December 26th, 1895, at the age 
of five years. Miss Harriet graduated from the Seminary Department 
of Downer College and later from the University of Wisconsin; and 
Glenway, Jr., is a member of the class of 1914 of the Engineering Depart- 
ment of the University. 

Mason Mabbion IVIaxon, eldest son of Hon. Densmore W. Maxon, was 
born January 20, 1847. He was appointed cadet U. S. M. A. in Jujy, 
1864, waa graduated and promoted second lieutenant U. S. Tenth Cav- 
alry June 15, 1869. He was regimental quartermaster from October 1, 
1881, to April 21, 1887 ; was appointed captain on December 25th, 1889, 
but retired for disability contracted in line of duty, (Sec. 125, R. S.) 
January 14th, 1891. Up to the date of retirement his service was with 
his regiment in Western Kansas, Indian Territory, Western Texas, New 
Mexico and Arizona. He engaged in Indian campaigns, exploration^ 
and scouting expeditions, except for two very brief periods of duty at 
St. Louis and Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. Since retirement he has 
performed about eight years of active duty as Professor of Military Sci- 
ence and Tactics, and as U. S. Army Recruiting Officer. 

Mr. Maxon was married to Grace Lillian Fuller at Jacksonville, 111., 
September 14th, 1882. There have been seven children, four sons and 
three daughters, bom to this union. Six of the children are living. 

August P. W. Kringel. One of the noble and effectively adminis- 
tered eleemosynary institutions of Wisconsin is the Milwaukee County 
Home for Dependent Children, which is eligibly located at Wauwatosa, 
and the home is signally fortunate in having as its superintendent a man 
of such discrimination, executive ability and abiding spirit of practical 
philanthropy as Mr. Kringel, who has been incumbent of his present 
official post since 1899 and whose administration has been effective in 
making the institution one of model order. He is well known and 
highly esteemed in the state that has represented his home since his boy- 
hood days and is specially entitled to definite recognition in this history 
of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Kringel was born in the province of Pomerania, Germany, on 
the 30th day of November, 1858, and is a son of Christ and Henriette 
Kringel, who immigrated, with their four children, to America in 1867 
and who established their home in Milwaukee. The father secured 
employment in connection with railway work but was not long permitted 
to enjoy the advantages of his adopted country, as he was summoned 
to the life eternal in 1869. His wife long survived him and passed away 
in 1905. He whose name initiates this review attended the public schools 
until his fourteenth year, and he then entered the normal school at Addi- 
son, Illinois, where he continued his studies for six years. He was gradu- 
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ated in this institution as a member of the class of 1878 and shortly 
afterward went to the historic old city of Richmond, Virginia, where he 
was a successful and popular teacher for the ensuing two years. He then 
returned to Milwaukee, where he engaged in the granite-monument busi- 
ness, as a stockholder and secretary of the Milwaukee Monument Com- 
pany, with which he continued to be thus concerned for seven years. In 
May, 1899, Mr. Kringel was appointed superintendent of the Milwaukee 
County Home for Dependent Children, and, with the exception of an 
interval of ten months, he has continuously served in this office during 
the entire intervening period. He resigned his position in 1905, but after 
the expiration of ten months the board of trustees prevailed upon 
him to resume his office, and his service has continued with characteristic 
devotion and circumspection. He had much to do with devising the 
^stem and administrative policies of the institution of which he is 
superintendent, ^d he has been zealous in maintaining the same with 
due conservatism and economy while making it most effiicient in pro- 
viding for its youthful wards, his sjonpathetic and kindly treatment of 
whom has gained for him their lasting affection and esteem. 

In what esteem Mr. Kringel is held may be seen from a report of 
the committee on penal and charitable institutions to the County Board, 
recorded on page 336 of the proceedings of the board of supervisors, 
April 9th, 1907 : ** Your committee feels that it is but due to the county 
board to report that we are well pleased with the action of the board of 
trustees in again securing the services of Aug. Kringel as superintendent, 
and his wife as matron, for the home for dependent children, because we 
are satisfied that they have put the institution on a standard of excel- 
lence which reflects credit upon the county. Their noble work has been 
efficiently performed and has succeeded in placing the home for depend- 
ent children in the front rank of its kind in the country. ' ' 

It can not prove malapropos to quote briefly from a record giv- 
ing the principal points in the "history of this admirable institution: 
**The board of supervisors of Milwaukee county authorized and instruct- 
ed its committee on penal and charitable institutions and its com- 
mittee on public buildings jointly to advertise for a site for a school 
for dependent children, March 2, 1897. On the 25th of the follow- 
ing month the same committees were authorized and instructed to 
advertise for plans and specifications for buildings to be erected upon 
the selected site. July 7, 1897, plans and specifications were adopted, 
and on the 10th of the following month a contract was made for the 
erection of the buildings, which were completed by February 25, 1898, 
and thrown open for occupancy. 

**The object of the institution is to give a temporary home to chil- 
dren under sixteen years of age, this provision being made for children 
who are residents of Milwaukee county and who are dependent upon 
the public for support. On April 17, 1899, the management of the 
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home was vested in a superintendent, under the direction of the county 
board of supervisors and its committee on penal and charitable institu- 
tions. It having been found advisable, for divers reasons, to change the 
management of the home, a law was passed by the state legislature, 
March 23, 1899, placing the management of the home in the hands of a 
board of trustees. The board of trustees appointed under this law 
assumed charge of the management of the home on the 17th of April, 
1899. The working under this law was found to be somewhat compli- 
cated in its provisions for the management of the institution, and as 
a result it was amended by the state legislature April 2, 1901, the 
duties and powers of the board of trustees being clearly defined/' 

Mr. Kringel is a man of well fortified opinions and in politics he 
has no apathetic tendencies, as he accords a staunch allegiance to the 
Democratic party and has given effective service in its cause. Both he 
and his wife are members of the Lutheran church. Mr. Kringel has 
takien a lively interest in educational affairs and served from 1896 to 
1899 as a member of the board of education of the city of Milwaukee. 

April 12, 1882, gave record of the marriage on that date of Mr. 
Kringel to Miss Fanny Pranck, the ceremony having been performed 
in the city of Richmond, Virginia, the native state of Mrs. EIringel. The 
six children of this union are : Panny, August E., Emil, Ernest, Lydia, 
and Eleonora. 

Prank GtorTSACKER. Under a recent appointment from President 
Wilson, the postoffice at Sheboygan came under the administration of 
Frank Gottsacker, whose position as a Democratic leader in Wisconsin 
has long been assured, and who is one of the veteran newspaper men 
and publishers of the state. The National Demokrai, of which he is 
editor, is one of Wisconsin's most progressive and influential German 
newspapers, and in all that goes to make such a publication, its organ- 
ization and facilities are complete. The plant is supplied with the latest 
improved presses and accessories necessary in mechanical production, its 
reportorial staff is efficient and its literary and news interests are care- 
fully directed by Mr. Gottsacker as editor. 

Frank Gtottsacker was bom June 15, 1852, in the Rhine Province 
of Germany, and is a son of William Gottsacker, whose birth occurred 
in 1823 in the same locality. The latter came to America, settling at 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin, in 1853, and there followed the trade of shoe- 
maker. He made the voyage alone to the new world, and when he had 
completed his preparation for a home in this country he sent for his 
family, consisting of his wife and one child, Prank. They arrived in 
1855, and the family home was maintained at Two Rivers until 1860, 
when a removal was made to Sheboygan, where the father engaged in 
shoemaking up to the time of his death on August 7, 1898. He was 
reared in the faith of the Catholic church, of which he was ever a loyal 
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adherent. His wife, Mrs. Anna Maria (Hoemig) Gtottaaeker was bom 
in Germany in 1831, and died January 14, 1896. Her father was Franz 
Hoeniig, who was an educator in Germany. Mr. and Mrs. William Gott- 
sacker became the parents of thfee sons and three daughters, Frank; 
Amalia, the wife of Frank Bartzen, a tanner of Sheboygan; William, 
who died at the age of nine years; Maria, who died when eleven years 
old; and Clara, the deceased wife of Peter Hildegrandt. 

Most of the education obtained by Frank Gottsacker was received 
outside of school. When he was eleven years of age he entered upon 
an apprenticeship at the printing trade under August Pott, with whom 
he remained for four years, beginning in 1864. His training was none 
the less efScient and comprehensive because he did not attend school as 
many other boys did. He was afterwards employed in the office of the 
Milwaukee Herald tot two and a half years, but since the eighth 
of October, 1870, a period of almost forty-four years, he has been with 
the National Demokrat of Sheboygan. He entered the office as foreman, 
and became a stockholder when the business was reorganized under a 
company form. In 1886 he was chosen editor in chief, and has contin- 
ued in that office, and has made the Demokral one of the leading German 
papers of Wisconsin. In 1885, during the administration of President 
Cleveland, he was appointed deputy collector of revenue in his district, 
but in the fall of 1888 resumed his connection with the National Demo- 
krat, and besides serving as editor has also acted as secretary and treas- 
urer of the company. In the publication of the paper he has adopted 
a progressive policy, and in his editorial capacity has discussed the 
significant and vital questions of the day, looking at these from a stand- 
point of broad-minded, public spirited citizenship, and measuring each 
issue by the broad standards of public opinion, of public necessity, and 
of the possibility of public improvement. 

Mr. Gottsacker has long been recognized as one of the Democratic 
leaders of this state, and has been prominent not only in matters rela- 
tive to the commonwealth and to the nation, and also in local interests. 
For two years he represented the Eighth Ward on the board of alder- 
men, for six years was county chairman of the Democratic party, and 
for three terms was a member of the school board. He has also been a 
member of the State Central Committee, and his thorough grasp of the 
political situation has made his opinion one of importance in the coun- 
cils of his party. It was in recognition of his public leadership and his 
oft demonstrated capacity for handling official affairs that he was accord- 
ed the choice of the Sheboygan postmastership. 

On October 25, 1875, Mr. Gottsacker married Miss Anna Brand, who 
was bom March 17, 1855, a daughter of Andrew and Georgina (Buckel) 
Brand. Of their eleven children eight are now living as follows: Wil- 
liam of Sheboygan; Mrs. Amalia Sukowatey of Sheboygan; John; 
Prank of Sheboygan; Mrs. J. P. Schladeveiler of South Dakota; Joseph 
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of Sheboygan; and Peter and Antonia of Sheboygan. The mother of 
these children died November 22, 1900, and Mr. Gottsacker in 1902 
married Margaret Gottsacker. He and his family are Catholics, he. is a 
member of the Kiights of Columbus, the Catholic Order of Foresters, 
the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, and several German Catholic and 
other societies. 

Herman Sohbeier. The Konrad Schreier Company, maltsters, at 
Sheboygan, of which Herman Schreier is now president, is a business 
not only of substantial present proportions, but one which has a splen- 
did business record of more than h^lf a century behind it, and repre- 
sents the sterling integrity and commercial energies of several promi- 
nent men past and present in Sheboygan. 

The late Eonrad Schreier, whose name is now fixed in the company 
title, was from 1854 until 1903 closely connected with the business 
enterprise of Sheboygan. He was born January 5, 1830, in Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, Germany, and was a boy of about ten years when he came with 
his parents, Theodore Schreier and wife, to the United States. Theo- 
dore Schreier was born in 1798, and was in the grain business in Ger- 
many. When he came to America he settled in Washington county, 
Wisconsin, bought land and pursued farming until his death in 1865. 
Konrad Schreier. was one of two sons and five daughters, grew up on 
the farm in Washington county, and his first independent occupation 
was as a tiller of the soil. In 1856, having sold his land, he moved to 
Sheboygan and engaged in the brewing business as senior partner of 
the firm of Schreier and Schlicht. That name was continued in the 
commercial records of Sheboygan until 1872, at which time Mr. Schreier 
bought out his partner's interests, and conducted the brewery under his 
own name until 1896. In that year came the incorporation of the busi- 
ness under the present title, the Konrad Schreier Company. The suc- 
cessful management of the undertaking has continued since incorpora- 
tion, and Mr. Schreier was the active head until his death May 27, 1904. 
The business has since been carried on under the corporate title and 
the stock is held all by the Konrad Schreier estate. The present offi- 
cers of the company are: Herman Schreier, president; A. P. Steffen, 
vice president; Konrad Testwuide, treasurer; and L. Zimmermann, 
secretary. 

The present malting plant was built in 1911, the old buildings hav- 
ing been destroyed by fire. The present construction covers about two 
blocks and is in every way equipped with the most improved modern 
devices and machinery. It has a malting capacity of one million two 
hundred and fifty thousand bushels of grain each year. The brewing 
sales amount to 45,000 barrels annually. 

The late Konrad Schreier was prominent in the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, and closely adhered to the teachings of that craft. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OP WISCONSIN 2239 

While a native of (Jermany, he was in every essential American in spirit 
and interests, and until his death was regarded as one of the men of 
sound, practical wisdom and fine- constructive ability in Sheboygan. 

When about twenty-two years of age, Mr. Konrad Schreier married 
Miss Elizabeth Schaetzel, who was bom in Germany and was brought 
to the United States by her parents when six years of age. The family 
located on a farm in Washington county, near the Schreier place, and 
there she grew up and was married. Her death occurred in 1900, about 
three years before her husband, and she was the mother of four children, 
as follows: Mary, who became the wife of L. Testwuide, had three chil- 
dren and died in October, 1911 ; Barbara died in 1876 at the age of 
twenty-one ; Herman ; and Emma, the wife of A. P. Steflfen. 

Herman Schreier, the only son of the late Konrad Schreier, was 
bom February 8, 1853, in Washington county, Wisconsin, and since his 
father's death has succeeded to the active management and presidency 
of the large brewing and malting business. He i^ one of the leading men 
of aflfairs in Sheboygan, and has numerous interests outside of the enter- 
prise of which he is president. 

F. J. Egerer. This well known banker and maltster of Chilton has 
for thirty-five years been prominently identified with the business life 
and civic aflfairs of that community. Thirty-five years ago he was almost 
unknown, a poor boy, with only such education as he had acquired by 
his own determined efforts, and without money or infiuence to place 
him in successful position. He has now for a number of years been 
one of the directors of the larger business life of Chilton, is president 
of the Commercial Bank, and president of the Chilton Malting 
Company. 

Frank J. Egerer was born February 17, 1861, in the town of Calu- 
met, Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin. His parents, Raymond and Fran- 
cisca (Rahmer) Egerer were both bom in Germany. The father came 
to America in 1854, followed the trade of shoemaker in Milwaukee 
for a time, an art which he had learned in the old country, and soon 
after moved to Fond du Lac county where he was one of the pioneer 
settlers. In 1875 he moved to ^Stockbridge, in the county of Calumet, 
bought one hundred and sixty acres of land, and lived upon it and 
managed it as a practical farmer until his death in 1901. He was the 
father of six children, four of whom are still living. The second of this 
family, Frank J. Egerer, was not born in a home of wealth, and had to 
work to get his opportunities. After attending school until he was 
about twelve years of age, his privileges in that direction were cut 
off, so far as the aid of his parentis was concerned, but he was determined 
to get more learning without attending school or college, and applied 
himself at every opportunity to his books and to training which is 
secured by practical relations with men and affairs. At the age of 
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eighteen he located in Chilton, and was first a hostler, then employed 
in a mercantile house and saloon for two years, and gradually began 
making his mark in the community. • In 1901 Mr. Egerer organized 
the Chilton Malting Company, and has been its president and general 
manager since the organization. The other oflScers of this large local 
industry are: George J. Berger, vice president and treasurer; and 
R. C. Hugo, secretary. The malting plant has a capacity of half a mil- 
lion bushels of grain each year, and is the means of distribution of a 
great sum of money throughout this part of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Egerer was president of the United States Maltsters Association 
for one term and is now its treasurer. He has held many oflSces of trust 
and responsibility at the hands of his fellow citizens. He was sheriff 
of Calumet county for two terms, elected in 1886 and 1890, and for six 
years was deputy and undersheriff. For three years he was an alder- 
man of the city, and was elected mayor three different times, in 1893 
and 1894, and in 1910. He is now president of the Commercial Bank 
of Chilton, of which he was one of the. organizers in 1911, and for three 
years was vice president of the State Bank of St. Cloud, until he re- 
signed. He has always been one of the stanch Democratic leaders in 
this part of Wisconsin, and has been chairman of the Democratic county 
committee for the last six years. He was elector for the Eighth Con- 
gressional District on the Democratic ticket in 1908. 

On February 14, 1882, he married Miss M. M. Ball, a daughter of 
G. J. Ball. Their five children are mentioned as follows: Mrs. M. M. 
Berger, Mrs. A. S. Kingston, Mrs. G. E. Hugo, Mrs. F. A. Wolf, and 
one that died young. 

John P. Humb. From 1857 until his death on August 23, 1881, 
John Potter Hume was editor and publisher of the Chilton Times, He 
was a veteran newspaper man, of the older school of journalism, began 
learning the printer's trade when a boy, and never stepped outside his 
chosen career to accept the various opportunities which come to every 
newspaper man. He founded a newspaper which still continues an 
influential organized public opinion, and index of the news in Calumet 
county. 

John Potter Hume was bom in Kings county, Ireland, June 11, 
1836, and came to America in 1852, at the age of sixteen. At Manito- 
woe, Wisconsin, he learned the printer's trade under Charles W. Fitch, 
of the Manitowoc Herald. On January 11, 1857, he married Margaret 
Diack, and they came to Calumet county and established the Chilton 
Times for C. W. Fitch, issuing the first number September 26, 1857. 
In May, 1858, Mr. Hume acquired ownership of the paper, and from 
that time until his death was its editor and proprietor. Recently an old 
resident of Calumet county, now living in Colorado, wrote some remin- 
iscences in which he referred to his first visit to Chilton in September, 
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1857. He had, up to that time, never been in a printing oflSce, and 
recalled the issue of the first number of the Times and something con- 
cerning the editor and publisher. Writing to a son of the old editor, he 
said: **Your father, then a young man of twenty, was just putting the 
first forms of the Times to press, and I waited to see with my own eyes 
how a newspaper was printed. I had not long to wait The forms, safely 
locked on the bed of a Washington hand press, w^ere inked by your 
dear mother, then a handsome Scotch lady still in her teens, and your 
father grasped the * devil's tail,' and with a jerk brought the platen 
down on the columns of metal. Then he released the * devil'? tail' and 
threw up the tympan and pulled off the printed sheet, and the Chilton 
Times was entered into the world, entering them upon a long and use- 
ful career. . . . The establishment of a newspaper in Chilton at 
that time was a hazardous venture, but your father had confidence in 
the future and never lost his grip. Chilton then was a small hamlet 
nestled in the primeval forests of Calumet county, but the land was 
being taken up in all the townships by hardy, rugged men who were 
fiot afraid of work and who also a few years later had transformed the 
wilderness into cleared and productive fields. The oflSce of the Chilton 
Times, which also served as a family residence for the editor and his 
bonny bride, stood on the west side of the street that runs north from 
the Chilton House, and nearly opposite the postoflSce and Fred Curtis' 
store." 

The late John P. Hume was elected clerk of court in 1858, and held 
the office until January, 1881, with the exception of one term. He was 
a delegate to the National Democratic Convention at Baltimore in 1872, 
when Horace Greeley was nominated, and frequently represented his 
county in state conventions. 

At the time of his death Chilton Lodge No. 154, A. P. & A. M., drew 
up resolutions, one paragraph of which read as follows: **By the 
decease of Brother Hume the county and state loses one of its best 
known and most worthy citizens; society a generous, warm-hearted 
and honest man; his family a devoted husband and most affectionate 
father; Chilton Lodge one of its earliest and most honored members, 
and all others a zealous and upright Mason. ' ' 

As a newspaper man his death brought many tributes from the 
State Press, and he was spoken of for the genial personality and good 
fellowship, which were always characteristic of him in his relations 
with his fellow men, and also for his marked ability as an editor, and 
was regarded among his professional associates as one of the strongest 
obituary writers within the State of Wisconsin. The late ]Mr. Hume was 
survived by his widow and a family of seven children, four sons and 
three daughters. 
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William A. Hume. After the death of the late John P. Hume, his 
sons, William A. and John P., took up the work of conducting the Chil- 
ton Times under the name of Hume Brothers. They had already for 
some years been in active management of the office, and both were ex- 
pert and practical newspaper men, work to which they had been trained 
from early boyhood. In 1883 John P. Hume, Jr., went to Washington 
as private secretary for the late Congressman Joseph Rankin, and later 
was private secretary for William P. Vilas, while the latter was secretary 
of the interior. While still interested in the Times, he did little of the 
local work, and in 1889 disposed of his interest to his brother, William 
A. Hume, and then established the Marshfield News, 

The Chilton Times since 1889 has been conducted under the pro- 
prietorship of W. A. Hume. In politics the Tim£s has always been 
Democratic without varying the width of a hair. William A. Hume was 
born in Chilton, November 17, 1859, soon after his parents located there, 
and when the greater part of Calumet county was a wilderness. He 
attended the common schools, but perhaps his most valuable training 
was acquired in the Times office, where he early learned the art of setr 
ting type and did a host of little duties which acquainted him with the 
thorough routine of newspaper publishing. Mr. Hume has also been 
prominent in local affairs, held the office of City Clerk for two terms 
during the eighties, and was postmaster under Grover Cleveland, from 
1893 to 1897. He is president of the Chilton Advancement Association, 
and has promoted various business enterprises and is a stock holder in 
the Chilton Canning Company. Fraternally he belongs to the Elks 
Lodge. 

On October 14, 1884, Mr. Hume married Miss Margaret E. McCarthy, 
a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Timothy McCarthy, who were born re- 
spectively in Kerry and Cork, Ireland. They were pioneer settlers at 
the town of Granville in Milwaukee county, where they located in 1844. 
Mrs. Hume's father was a member of the Volunteer Fire Department of 
Milwaukee before the war, and as a carpenter was employed in build- 
ing operations that mark the beginning of Milwaukee's material im- 
provement. In 1870 he came to Chilton, and built one of the largest and 
most substantial churches north of Milwaukee. Timothy ^McCarthy is 
still alive, though past eighty years of age. Mrs. Hume was one of the 
first graduates of the Chilton high school with the class of 1878, and two 
other members of that class were Rev. M. J. O'Brien, who is now in 
charge of St. Patrick's church at Green Bay, and Dr. John Moeller. a 
prominent Milwaukee physician. 

S. T. Ritchie. A resident of more than fifty years is one of the dis- 
tinctions of Mr. Ritchie of New London, who is the present cashier and 
was one of the organizers of the First National Bank of that city. His 
career has been one of steady and quiet industry, of prosperity, and as 
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a popular and public spirited citizen, he stands in the front rank in his 
home community. 

Samuel T. Ritchie waa born in Summit county, Ohio, May 11, 1848. 
His parents were John and Margaret (Ritchie) Ritchie, of the same 
name, but not kin. John Ritchie was a farmer by occupation and, like 
his wife, came to Ohio when quite young. In 1861 the family removed 
to Wisconsin, locating on a farm in Waupaca county, in Royalton town- 
ship. There John Ritchie and wife spent the remainder of their days, 
his death occurring in 1873 when sixty years of age, while she lived to 
be eighty-one. The seven children in their family are named as fol- 
lows: Catherine, who died young j Isabella, deceased; Samuel T.; 
Catherine; George, deceased; Martha; Margaret, deceased. All were 
born in Ohio, except the youngest, Margaret. 

The first thirteen years of his life Samuel T. Ritchie spent in Ohio, 
^vhere he attended the district schools. In 1861 he became a resident of 
Wisconsin, where he has ever since lived. He continued his education 
both in Waupaca and in New London, and for five winters taught in 
country schools, spending his simuners at work on the homestead. Dur- 
ing his younger years much of his interest was given to local politics. 
In 1878 the people honored him with election on the Republican ticket 
to the office of county clerk, and he was reelected in 1880, serving alto- 
gether two terms. On leaving the office of coulity clerk Mr. Ritchie 
entered the employ of Meiklejohn & Hatten, lumber dealers. He became 
bookkeeper in the offices of the firm at Manawa, and altogether thirteen 
years were spent with that firm, the last three being in the general offices 
at New London. In 1895 Mr. Ritchie assisted iii the organization of the 
First National Bank of New London, having been very instrumental in 
getting together the capital and perfecting the organization. When 
the institution opened for business, Mr. Ritchie occupied the place of 
cashier, and has since then done more than any other individual to 
place the bank on a firm footing. 

In December, 1879, Mr. Ritchie married Sarepta Lytle, a native of 
New York State, and a daughter of Sylvester B. and Melvina (Sheldon) 
Lyde. The one child born to their union is Herbert, now assistant 
cashier of the First National Bank of New London. Mr. Ritchie is a 
Republican in politics, and he and his family are members of the Con- 
gregational church. 

Otto H. Bruemmer, district attorney of Kewaunee by the wish of 
the people, a lawyer by natural inclination and president of the Farmers 
and Merchants Bank of Kewaunee by right of superior business ability, 
is distinctively a man of his community. He was born at Algoma, Wis- 
consin, in 1871, a son of Lewis and Amelia (Weilep) Bruemmer, pioneers 
of Kewaunee county. The father is well remembered because of his con- 
nection with the Bank of Kewaunee, of which he was cashier for some 
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twenty years, and by reason of his public services, which included his 
acting as county clerk for twelve years, a member of the State Assembly 
for two years and county judge for seven years, he being the incumbent 
of the last named office at the time of his death, in June, 1904, when he 
was sixty-two years of age. The mother still survives. 

Otto H. Bruemmer was the second in order of birth in a family of 
ten children, of whom seven are still living. He was a child of two 
years when the family came from Algoma to Kewaunee, and here he re- 
ceived his education in the public schools, being a member of the gradu- 
ating class of 1887 in the Kewaunee High School. He then began teach- 
ing, following that vocation in Kewaunee county for ten years and read- 
ing law during his spare time. Adopting the profession of law, he 
studied earnestly, and in 1897 was admitted to the bar and opened offices 
in the Kuehl building, where he remained until 1907, then coming to his 
' present suite in the Farmers and Merchants Bank Building. His prac^ 
tice is large and representative, and his connection with a number of 
important cases has brought him into public favor. Mr. Bruemmer 
entered politics as a young man, and for six years was one of the best 
mayors that Kewaunee has known. He served as city attorney for a like 
period, and in 1898 was elected district attorney of Kewaunee county, 
an office in which he continues to give his county the best of his serv- 
ices and one which he has held continuously ever since, making twelve 
years of splendid service in this official position. He has always been 
in the forefront in advancing his community's interests, and as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education during the past nine years has done much 
to advance morality and good citizenship. In 1911 he was one of the 
organizers of the Farmers and Merchants State Bank, now known as 
one of the city's most prominent financial institutions. A condensed 
report of its conditions, issued August 8, 1913, stated as follows: Re- 
sources, Loans and Discounts, $245,204.84 ; Overdrafts, $134.27 ; Bonds, 
$4,000.00; Banking House and Fixtures, $12,082.93; Cash and Exchange 
on Hand, $32,588.33. Liabilities: Capital, $25,000.00; Surplus, $6,^ 
250.00; Undivided Profits, $1,411.45; Deposits, $270,848.92; Reserved 
for Taxes, $500. Total, $304,010.37. The officers are : 0. H. Bruem- 
mer, president; M. J. Rudebeck, vice-president; J. E. Hutchinson, cash- 
ier; and J. J. Schultz, assistant cashier. As directing head of this in- 
stitution Mr. Bruenuner has shown himself a capable and far-sighted 
man of business, and his associates have had every reason to place the 
utmost confidence in him. He is also half owner of the Kewaunee 
Enterprise, of which Hamilton Masse is editor. 

In 1898 Mr. Bruemmer was married to Miss Margaret Timble, and 
two children have been born to this union, Ruth and Lloyd. Mr. Bruem- 
mer holds membership in the local lodges of the Odd Fellows and the 
Modem Woodmen. 
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George Gt. SuTHERLiiND. A prominent citizen and financier of Janes- 
ville, Wisconsin, and one of the leading and older members of the Rock 
county bar, Gteorge G. Sutherland bears further distinction as a repre- 
sentative of one of Wisconsin's pioneer families of the territorial days. 
He has devoted thirty-six years to law with that success that has won 
him rank among the best legal talent of the state, and as president of 
the Bower City Bank of Janesville and in other prominent financial 
relations he is well known in the business circles of southern Wisconsin 
and is recognized as one of that section's shrewdest and most forceful 
business men. 

His original ancestry on both the paternal and maternal sides was 
Scotch and from more immediate Sutherland forebears he is of New 
England descent, receiving as a part of his heritage the stamina, perse- 
verance and keen business acumen so characteristic of both the Scot and 
the New Englander. Mr. Sutherland was born March 21, 1851, at Syene, 
Dane county, near Madison, Wisconsin, and is a son of Chester Suther- 
land and Sarah A. (Rood) Sutherland, the latter of whom was a daugh- 
ter of Orlin Rood and was also of Scotch descent. Chester Sutherland, 
the father, was born at Batavia, New York, a son of Josiah and Sarah 
(Wolcott) Sutherland, natives respectively of Connecticut and Ver- 
mont. He came to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, about 1835 and as a contractor 
and builder he erected several of the important buildings of Milwaukee. 
When the erection of the Wisconsin state capitol was begun he went there 
as a workman and remained until its completion. He then moved to a 
farm four miles south of Madison, where he gave his attention to farm- 
ing and where he resided thereafter until his death in 1889. He was a 
man of education and at one time served as superintendent of public 
instruction in Dane county. He was a Republican in political sentiment 
and at different times held various of the town oflSces. Chester and 
Sarah A. (Rood) Sutherland were the parents of five sons and one daugh- 
ter, the latter being Anna E., who is the wife of Geo. E. Gill of Madison, 
Wisconsin. George G. is the only son now living. All were educated 
in the University of Wisconsin. 

George G. Sutherland took a classical course in that institution and 
was graduated as a Bachelor of Arts. Following that he became a student 
in the law department of that university and was graduated in 1874 as 
an TjL, B. He took up the active practice of his profession in Janesville 
in 1876 and has followed law there continuously from that time to the 
present with that ability that has placed him among the foremost lawyers 
of southern Wisconsin. In political views he is a Democrat, but he has 
never entered actively into political affairs. He is president of the Bower 
City Bank of Janesville and has holdings in other financial institutions. 
He also is interested in other business enterprises of Janesville and owns 
considerable realty in the city as well as in other locations thereabout. 
While he has entered but little into public life in other relations than 
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as a lawyer and business man, he has been none the less a most worthy 
and influential citizen and is numbered among the forceful men who 
are promoting the commercial prestige of JanesviUe and of Southern 
Wisconsin and are sustaining the high reputation of their legal talent. 
Fraternally he is a 32d degree Scottish Rite Mason. 

In 1880 Mr. Sutherland wedded Miss Agnes Sayre,^who was reared 
in Rock county, was educated in the University of Wisconsin and is 
a daughter of David Sayre. Mr. and Mrs, Sutherland have three chil- 
dren : Sarah, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin ; Clarence, now 
secretary and treasurer of the Rock River Machine Company; and 
Frank, at present a student in Beloit College, Beloit, Wisconsin. 

August Richter, Jr. A native son of Milwaukee whose loyalty to 
the city has been shown through definite service in the fostering of ita 
growth and civic advancement, as well as in adding to its manifold 
attractions as a place of residence, is August Richter, Jr., who is one of 
the progressive and respected business men of the Wisconsin metropo- 
lis, a scion of one of its honored pioneer families, and a citizen to whom 
is accorded unqualified confidence and esteem in the community that 
has ever represented his home and been the stage of his productive 
activities along normal lines of business enterprise. He is a member 
of the firm of Richter, Dick & Reuteman, which is one of the foremost 
in the city in the real-estate and insurance business and in the extend- 
ing of financial loans on approved real-estate security. This firm makes 
a specialty of the management of estates, the handling of first-mortgage 
bonds, and the making of real-estate valuations. The offices of the con- 
cern are at 418 Caswell block and a very large and prosperous busi- 
ness is controlled. 

August Richter, Jr., was bom in the old family homestead in Mil- 
waukee, and the date of his nativity was August 1, 1861, and is a son of 
August and Marie (Sauber) Richter. August Richter, Sr., who was 
one of Milwaukee's early pioneers and most honored and influential 
citizens, was bom in Gunzenhausen, a town in the kingdom of Bavaria, 
Germany, on the 1st of August, 1831, and it will be noted that on his 
thirtieth birthday anniversary was bom his son and namesake, August, 
Jr., to whom this sketch is dedicated. August Richter, Sr., was reared 
and educated in his fatherland, where he continued to reside until 
1852, when, soon after attaining to his legal majority, he severed the 
home ties and set forth to seek his fortunes in America. Like many 
other of his sterling countrjnnen, he made Wisconsin his destination, 
and fortunate w«Cs the metropolis of the state that he here established 
his home. For several years he here conducted a meat market, and his 
industry and thrift soon enabled him to make substantial advancement 
toward the goal of financial success and independence. A man of 
marked business acumen and circumspection and one endowed with: 
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distinctive ambition, he soon found a broader field of endeavor as a 
dealer in real estate, and through his extensive operations along this line 
he accumulated a substantial fortune, the while his impregnable integ- 
rity, his fairness and his honor in all things, gave to him secure vantage- 
place in the confidence and esteem of all who knew him. During the 
last fifteen years of his exceedingly active and successful business 
career he gave his attention almost exclusively to dealing in timber 
lands in northern Wisconsin and Michigan — ^particularly in Oneida 
county, this state, where he acquired holdings of great extent and 
value. 

August Richter, Sr., was ever appreciative of the institutions and 
opportunities of the land of his adoption and manifested this by civic 
loyalty of the highest type. He was a zealous and uncompromising 
advocate of the principles and policies of the Democratic party and 
he was liberal and progressive in connection with public affairs and 
civic enterprises in his home city. In 1869 he was elected chairman 
of the board of supervisors of Milwaukee county, as a member of which 
body he put forth most earnest and effective efforts in behalf of meas- 
ures and enterprises projected for the general good of the county and 
its people. In 1871 further honors were accorded him, in its election 
as representative of the Second ward of Milwaukee in the assembly 
of the lower house of the state legislature, in which his activities were 
characteristically loyal and earnest. Though he ever retained a deep 
and broad-minded interest in political affairs, with excellent concep- 
tions concerning governmental and economic policies, he took no active 
part in the work of his party in later years, ♦s he was content to desig- 
nate his preferences and views through his use of the electoral fran- 
chise. He was an attendant and liberal supporter of Bethany Lutheran 
church, of which his wife was a devoted communicant, and he was a 
valued and popular member of the Old Settlers' Club, in the affairs 
of which he took a deep interest. One of the sterling and honored rep- 
resentatives of that vital German element that has played so important 
a part in the development and upholding of the state of Wisconsin, 
Mr. Richter accounted well to the world and to himself in all the rela- 
tions of life, and he passed to his reward on the 7th of June, 1907, in the 
fullness of years and secure in the unqualified esteem of all with whom 
he had come in contact. The closing period of his life was passed in the 
home of his son, August, Jr., who figures as the immediate subject of 
this sketch. His marriage to Miss Marie Sauber was solemnized, in 
Milwaukee, in 1879. She was a woman of gentle and gracious character 
and one who held the affectionate regard of all who came within the 
sphere of her infiuence. Of the children of this union three are living — 
August, Jr. ; Lena, the widow of a Mr. Kronenberger and a resident of 
Milwaukee; and Amelia W, who is the wife of Mr. Andres, of this 
city. 
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August Richter, Jr., is indebted to the public schools of his native 
city for his early educational discipline, which included that of the 
Second ward high school, at the corner of Seventh and Prairie streets. 
He finally decided to prepare himself for the legal profession, and with 
this end in view he passed a few years as a student of law under the 
preceptorship of F. W. Von Cotzhausen, who was at that time one of 
the representative members of the Milwaukee bar. Though he gained 
a comprehensive and accurate knowledge of the science of jurispru- 
dence and has found this of great value in his active career, circum- 
stances and exigencies have been such that he has not found it expedi- 
ent to engage in the practice of his profession. 

In 1885 Mr. Richter became the junior member of the real-estate 
firm of Cotzhausen, Richter & Company, and during the long inter- 
vening years he has been a prominent and progressive representative 
of this important line of enterprise in his native city and state. Like 
his honored father he has shown a vital interest in public affairs, es- 
pecially those of a local order, and in 1886 he was elected representa- 
tive of the Fifteenth ward on the city board of aldeftnen. He served 
in this office with marked fidelity and ability, and later he served two 
terms as a member of the board of school commissioners of Milwaukee. 
He has been a valued and aggressive member of the metropolitan park 
board from the time of its creation, and he has been indefatigable in 
his efforts to extend and improve the already magnificent park system 
of his home city. 

In the real-estate business Mr. Richter continued as one of the inter- 
ested principals of the firm of Cotzhausen, Richter & Company about 
four years, at the expiration of which he severed this alliance and 
became one of the organizers of the firm of Richter, Shubert & Dick. 
Under this title a substantial real-estate, loan and investment business 
was conducted for several years, and in 1895 a change in the personnel 
of the firm was made and the title changed to its present form, Richter, 
Dick & Reuteman, his able and valued coadjutors in the firm being 
Adolph C. Dick and John D. Reuteman. During more than thirty 
years of active operations in the local real estate field Mr. Richter has 
achieved a splendid work, especially along the line of platting and 
improving residential additions and sub-divisions. The major part of 
his activities have been in connection with the development and up- 
building of the north and northwestern sections of Milwaukee. He has 
platted a total of forty-nine sub-divisions, the most notable enterprise 
of this kind having been in the purchase by his firm of the old Cold- 
spring park property from the Yates estate, for a consideration of 
more than five hundred thousand dollars. This property, of which 
the now beautiful McKinley boulevard is the central thoroughfare, was 
platted with marked discrimination and taste and so insistent and 
rapid has been the demand for lots in this beautiful subdivision that 
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to-day there are to be found but few vacant lots on the same. The firm 
of which Mr. Richter is the executive head also subdivided and platted 
the larger part of the northwestern part of the city, the upbuilding of 
which has been signally fostered through the interposition of this pro- 
gressive association of active business men and they also have the dis- 
tinction of having platted and placed on the market the old State Fair 
Grounds, at Twenty-seventh and Chestnut streets, the purchase and im- 
proving of which property represented an expenditure of fully half 
a million dollars. Mr. Richter has been an appreciative student of 
the art of developing beautiful urban surroundings and conditions, and 
in the shaping of his firm's lake subdivision he closely followed the 
instructions set forth in a generic way by John A. Nolen, one of the 
foremost of American landscape architects. For the past two years 
Mr. Richter has given much of his attention to the platting and improv- 
ing of the Pabst farm, and he has shown great discrimination and judg- 
ment in retaining impaired its natural attractions, as the streets have 
been laid out in such a way as to avoid the necessity of cutting down 
the hills and the destroying of the native timber. This is destined to 
develop into one of the most desirable and attractive residence districts 
of the Wisconsin metropolis. 

It has become a matter of enthusiastic interest to Mr. Richter to 
bring about the greatest possible advancement in the beautifying and 
adorning of his home city, and it was principally due to his insistent 
and earnest eflEorts that the legislature of the state enacted a law cre- 
ating the city land commission of Milwaukee, of which body he is a 
member. The bill creating this commission was formulated by Mr. 
Richter and through him was presented for consideration by the legis-^ 
lature of 1912, which brought the measure to enactment. Mr. Richter 
was also the projector of the Wanderers' Rest cemetery and was the 
organizer of the association which owns and is improving this beautiful 
tract of eighty-five acres. He is secretary and superintendent of the 
association. In 1892 he was instrumental in effecting the erection of 
the fine Merrill building, on Grand avenue, and also the Manufacturers' 
Home building, another modern business structure, situated at the 
foot of Mason street. 

From 1883 to 1888 Mr. Richter was a prominent and popular mem- 
ber of that fine local military organization, the Light Horse Squadron, 
on which dashing cavalry command he held membership during the 
regime of Captain Schoeffel. He received an honorable discharge from 
this fine organization of the National Guard of Wisconsin, and at the 
time of his identification therewith it had as members many of the 
representative young business men of Milwaukee. ^Mr. Richter was the 
organizer of the Milwaukee Abstract Company, the. largest institution 
of its kind in the city and one whose abstracts of title are uniformly 

recognized as authoritative. Of this company Mr. Richter is secretary, 
Vol. vm— 8 
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and he is secretary and treasurer of a number of land companies operat- 
ing extensively in Wisconsin, and other states of the Union. He accords 
unequivocal allegiance to the Democratic party and both he and his 
wife are valued members of Bethany Lutheran church, of which he is 
a trustee, besides which both are popular factors in the representative 
social activities of their home city. Mr. Richter is a member of the 
Deutscher Club and is an active and loyal member of the Milwaukee 
Merchants' & Manufacturers' Association. He has been one of the most 
alert and influential members of the Milwaukee Real Estate Board, in 
which he has held the various official positions, including those of 
treasurer and president. 

On the 17th of February, 1889, was solemnized the marriage of 
Mr. Richter to Miss Amelia Schwarm, of Minneapolis, Minnesota, where 
she was reared and educated, though she was born at Waukegan, 
Illinois. 

Henby a. Johnson. Seldom do men conducting large business 
interests find time, however weU disposed they may be, to devote 
themselves so ardently and earnestly to the material prosperity of 
their community as has Henry A. Johnson, one of the foremost of 
Superior's citizens. A man of pronounced views and distinct purposes, 
fearless in his stand for what he considers to be right, during the past 
twenty years he has labored tirelessly for Superior and for Wisconsin. 
Mr. Johnson was bom at Durand, Winnebago county, Illinois, Novem- 
ber 17, 1859, and is a son of Peter and Aslong (Peterson) Johnson. 

Peter Johnson was married at Dodgeville, Dane county, Wiscon- 
#sin, to Miss Aslong Peterson, and they became the parents of seven 
children, of whom Henry A. was the fifth in order of birth, one other 
now surviving, John, who makes his home at Payton, Iowa. Mrs. 
Johnson was bom in Norway, in 1826, and was a girl of fourteen 
years when she came to the United States. The trip was made in an 
old lumber carrying ship, which had formerly sailed between Norway 
and Holland, but which had been fitted up to make the passage to this 
country. The. journey required sixteen weeks, and before its comple- 
tion the vessel ran short on water and provisions, with the result that 
many of the passengers died at sea, among them being Mrs. Johnson's 
mother. Her sister, who had also been taken sick, died when the 
family reached Milwaukee, and thus the cares of the large household 
fell on the shoulders of the fourteen year old daughter, although there 
were two brothers older than she, while there were six younger children. 
The family settled on government land, in Dane county, near IMount 
Horeb, a property which is still owned by members of the family, and 
it was there that Mrs. Johnson met her husband. ;Mrs. Johnson still 
survives at the age of eighty-seven years, marvelously preserved in 
mind and body, and with an excellent memory regarding early times 
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in Wisconsin, and a faculty for speaking of them in an interesting 
manner. She is greatly interested in the poor and oppressed, and, 
having known the pinch of poverty herself, has done much toward 
relieving suffering wherever she has found it. 

Henry A. Johnson passed Ms boyhood and youth on his father's 
farm in Winnebago county, Illinois, securing his education in the 
public schools during the winter terms. At the age of twenty-three 
years, he removed to Grafton, North Dakota, where he become engaged 
in farming, stock raising and selling horses, and so continued until 
1894. It was while there that Mr. Johnson first became interested in 
problems regarding the handling and shipping of grain. During the 
'eighties, it was impossible for the farmers and others interested in the 
grain business to find a market for their product, as the business had 
become monopolized by the milling companies. With other earnest 
and courageous citizens of the state, he began a fight to secure elevators 
and loadiag platforms along the railroad lines, and after a long and 
bitter struggle brought the matter to a successful conclusion. 

Mr. Johnson came to Superior during the summer of 1894, and 
engaged in the grain commission business, and in buying and selling 
land, enterprises which have occupied a great deal of his attention to 
the present time. Although a stalwart Democrat in his political views, 
in 1906 he was appointed by a Republican governor, James 0. David- 
son, a member of the Grain and Warehouse Commission. At that time 
the grain inspection fight was in a hopeless tangle, but six ihonths later, 
largely through Mr. Johnson's efforts, the matter was settled, and the 
elevators and railroads worked willingly under the law. He received 
a reappointment in 1908, and continued a member of that body until 
October, 1911, being chairman during the last two years. When the 
fight as to freight rates came before the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, in 1912, the committee having this part of Superior's welfare in 
charge, planned on taking into consideration only a part of the terri- 
tory. For ten years the bulk of freight had been diverted elsewhere on 
account of unfavorable freight rates, and Mr. Johnson realized the 
time had come to ignore St. Paul and Minneapolis and recognize only 
one rival, the city of Chicago, and demand an equal freight rate with 
that cily, based on equal mileage. He was alone in this position, but 
never faltered. Duluth absolutely refused to join in the cause, because 
it considered a fight against such odds as hopeless. It was Mr. John- 
son's intense loyalty to Superior and Northern Wisconsin which influ- 
enced the committee to make the fight that won the decision of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, a decision which has made it pos- 
sible for the Head of the Lakes to become a gateway for products of 
the West to reach markets of the East and vice versa. 

For two years Mr. Johnson has been trying to have dynamite sold to 
the f&rmers to blow out stumps with, from eight to nine cents a pound, 
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the price at which it is sold for mining operations, instead of fourteen 
cents as now charged by the dynamite trust. With others who have 
the interests of the agriculturists at heart, he is now engaged in erect- 
ing an independent plant, contributing of his time and means in order 
that the farmer, whether he buys in wholesale or retail lots, may secure 
a first-class article for seven or eight cents per pound. These are but 
several of the questions that Mr. Johnson has been identified with, but 
they serve to show his earnestness — his whole-souled devotion to "those 
causes which he believes are right. At the request of his friends, in 
1912 Mr. Johnson became the Democratic candidate for Congress from 
the Eleventh District, but this being one of the Republican strong- 
holds, he was defeated by the present congressman, I. L. Lenroot, 
although the latter 's plurality was cut down by one-half. Mr. Johnson 
is a valued member of the local lodge of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. 

On April 21, 1887, Mr. Johnson was married to Miss ]y^y Scott. 
Mrs. Johnson, known to the literary world as Mary Scott Johnson, is a 
leading writer on temperance and women's suffrage. 

Hon. John M. Nelson. Possessed of strong native endowments, of 
active temperament, good judgment and sense, the career of the Hon. 
John M. Nelson, of Madison, has been of signal service to his com- 
munity, principally because he is recognized as a man of affairs, such 
as others have looked to for counsel, guidance and leadership. A native 
of Dane county, he has spent his entire life within its borders, identify- 
ing himself with educational, professional and public life, and at all 
times maintaining a high order of citizenship. Mr. Nelson was bom 
in Burke township, Dane county, Wisconsin, October 10, 1870, and is a 
son of Christopher and Elsie (Bergland) Nelson, natives of Norway. 

The Nelson family has contributed various of its members to the 
professions, medical, educational and theological, and from its ranks 
have come men prominent in public and civic affairs. The grandfather 
of Mr. Nelson was a man of wealth and importance in his native land, 
holding the oflSce of Lensma/nd, which is equivalent to that of sheriff in 
this country. In his young manhood, Christopher Nelson became a 
sailor, and traveled all over the world, finally coming to the United 
States and settling in Madison, Wisconsin, where he followed merchan- 
dising for a number of years, as he did also at Token, Dane county, 
where he was postmaster for a long period. He eventually engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, and his last days were spent in retirement at 
Madison, where he died in 1898, when sixty-two years of age. He was 
a Republican politically, believed in progress, and greatly assisted the 
cause of education, giving his children the best of advantages. He and 
his wife, who still survives him, were the parents of eight children, 
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seven of whom are living, and of whom John M. was the second in 
order of birth. 

John M. Nelson received his early education in the common schools 
of Burke township, following which he attended an academy, and 
received private instruction in Glerman and Latin on his father's farm. 
After eight months of preparatory study, he entered the University of 
Wisconsin, where he was graduated in Modem Classics in 1892. Later 
he organized a law class, and with others entered the law department 
of the University of Wisconsin, where he was graduated in 1896, this 
being subsequently supplemented in 1904 and 1905 by post-graduate 
work. In 1892 Mr. Nelson cast his first vote, and in that same year 
was elected county superintendent of schools, being the only Republi- 
can on the ticket to be elected in the county. He was re-elected in 1894, 
but soon thereafter resigned to become bookkeeper in the office of the 
Secretary of State, a capacity in which he acted until 1897. He then 
became editor of a paper known as the State, with which he was con- 
nected until the following year, when he took up the duties of secre- 
tary to J. L. Davidson, State Treasurer, and continued to hold that 
position until 1902. From that year until 1906, he was a member of 
the Republican State Central Committee, and on September 4th of the 
latter year he was elected a member of the Fifty-ninth Congress, being 
subsequently re-elected to the Sixtieth, Sixty-first, Sixty-second and 
Sixty-third sessions, and was known as one of the active and hard- 
working members of those bodies. In 1903, 1904 and 1905, he was sec- 
retary of the Wisconsin Alumni Association. His fraternal connec- 
tion is with Hiram Lodge, No. 5, A. F. & A. M. 

Mr. Nelson was married July 24, 18^1, to Thea Johanna Stondall, 
who was bom at Cottage Grove, Dane county, Wisconsin, daughter 
of Bjom Stondall, one of the pioneer farmers of Dane county. Six 
children have been bom to this union, namely : Agnes, who is attending 
the University of Wisconsin; Byron, who attends high school; and Ruth,. 
Harold, Grace and Robert. Mr. Nelson's success has been the result of 
his own exertions, guided, no doubt, by a natural endowment as admir- 
able as it is rare. He has attained success in politics, high social posi- 
tion, and, what is the highest tribute to his many estimable qualities, the 
love of his friends and the esteem of the best members of society. With 
his family, he occupies a handsome residence at No. 811 West Dayton 
street. 

RoBBRT C. Thielman, president of the Tomahawk Chamber of 
Commerce and a pioneer of Lincoln county, Wisconsin, has for many 
years been engaged in the meat, timber and land business. His rise 
has been one of those steady and consistent ones to contemplate which in 
retrospect is a distinctive pleasure. Mr. Thielman came to Tomahawk 
in 1881, and he was engaged in the meat business in a small way at the 
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tune when the grade work for the new railroad was being performed. 
He moved permanently to Tomahawk in 1887, the summer in which 
the town was actually laid out, prior to which time he had been asso- 
ciated in business with his brother, Julius Thielman, in Merrill, for 
six years, and when he came here to. locate in 1887, he, together with 
his brother, opened what was known as Thielman Brothers^ Meat 
Market. Later Mr. Thielman bought out his brother's interest, and 
continued the market alone. In 1890 he identified himself with the 
timber land business, and he has since that time been occupied in i both 
those lines. Mr. Thielman also deals in farm lands to some extent, 
and he owns a considerable quantity of land adjacent to the city, some 
of which he has platted, and he has added a recent addition to the city, 
known as the Thielman 's Addition. His total land holdings in the city 
limits are three hundred acres. 

Mr. Thielman is a native Wisconsin product, bom at Watertown, 
on December 1, 1866, and he is a son of Godfrey and Julia (Baum) 
Thielman. The father was employed for years as a carpenter and 
bridge builder with the St. Paul Railroad, thirty years being given 
to that work. He died in 1908, but his wife still lives at Merrill, Wis- 
consin. After their marriage they went from Oconomowoc to Water- 
town by stage, locating for a time in Milwaukee, but moving away 
very soon thereafter. They were natives of Gtermany, and were worthy 
people of the middle class, who proved themselves most valuable addi- 
tions to the citizenship of this country. 

Mr. Thielman was given such educational advantages as were possi- 
ble in his boyhood, and after his public school training attended North 
Western University at Watertown for two terms. As has already been 
stated, he came to these parts first in 1881, and from then until 1887 
was located in Merrill with his brother, coming to Tomahawk in the 
year last mentioned. 

In addition to his position in the business world of the community, 
Mr. Thielman has a weighty influence in the ranks of the Democratic 
party, and he has served one term as chairman of the County Board of 
Supervisors, being the first man outside the city of Merrill to serve in 
that capacity. He was mayor of Tomahawk for five terms, giving a 
most praiseworthy service in that ofSce, and he is now acting president 
of the Tomahawk Fire and Police Commission, and president of the 
City Park Board. He served for many years on the county board of 
supervisors, aside from his service as chairman of that body, and his 
public activities, considered in the light of actual results, have been 
undeniably valuable to Tomahawk and the county. His work in the 
oflSce of president of the Tomahawk Chamber of Commerce has been 
one of the finest things in his career, and has been highly commendatory 
from every viewpoint Fraternally Mr. Thieln^an has membership in 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Lodge No. 696, Merrill, 
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Wisconsin, and the Maccabees and Hoo Hoos, the latter a social organ- 
ization with which lumbermen throughout the length and breadth of the 
land are found to be identified. 

In 1888 Mr. Thielman was married in Steven *8 Point, Wisconsin, 
to Miss Mary Eiden of that place, a daughter of John and Margaret 
Eiden, pioneers of Wisconsin, who went from there to California during 
the gold excitement of 1849. They spent eleven years in the west, 
returning and taking up their abode in Steven *s Point, where they 
lived until 1890. They then moved to Tomahawk, where they have 
both since died. 

Three children have been bom to Mr. and ^irs. Thielman: Ada, 
Vena and Elda. 

L. Albert Bakbb. Now a prominent banker of New Richmond, 
Mr. Baker has applied his efforts to one line and as a result of concen- 
tration has reached a place of success and high esteem. He is a native 
son of Wisconsin, and represents an old and honored name in St. Croir 
county. 

L. Albert Baker was born August 21, 1861, in Hudson, St. Croix 
county, Wisconsin, a son of H. C. and Ellen M. Baker. His parents 
were both bom in the state of New York. H. C. Baker came west in 
1858, and in that year established his home at Hudson, where he became 
one of the early members of the Hudson bar. For fifty-two years he 
practiced his profession without interruption, and probably no lawyer 
ever did more consequent service for his clients and stood higher in 
the esteem of his community than Mr. Baker. One of the early set- 
tlers in St. Croix county, he used his influence in such a way as to 
advance the welfare of the community, and was one of the makers of 
history in that locality. He was a lawyer whose success could be counted 
on many well fought legal battlefields, and while he prospered, from 
a business point of view, he was at the same time a friend of the people, 
and no small share of his professional work went to aid people who could 
never reward him financially for his assistance. He is now enjoying a 
green old age, is eighty-three, and the honors and esteem paid to him 
are. in proportion to his years. 

L. Albert Baker attended the Hudson schools until he was eighteen 
years of age, and then spent two years in the Carlton College in Min- 
nesota, and two years at Oberlin College in Ohio. With a liberal 
education he returned home and began assisting his father as clerk. At 
the age of twenty-six he went into the mercantile business at Superior, 
Wisconsin, and in 1895 he moved to New Richmond, and took the 
cashiership of the Manufacturers Bank of that city. Mr. Baker is known 
as a public spirited citizen, and has identified himself with many enter- 
prises and movements which reflect the progressive spirit of his com- 
munity. In politics he is a Republican, belongs to the Congregational 
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ehurch, and occupies a prominent place with his family in social circles. 
On October 12, 1887, at Hudson, Mr. Baker married Miss Minnie Glover, 
a daughter of John E. and Ellen Qlover. Of the three children bom to 
their marriage the two living are : Ruth, bom February 15, 1893 ; and 
Ralph E., born July 5, 1899. 

Charles Thomas Bundy. Those who believe in heredity may point 
to Charles T. Bundy, of Eau Claire, Wisconsin, as proof of their claim 
that heredity is one of the strongest influences in a man's life. Mr. 
Bundy is one of the most prominent and successful lawyers in the city of 
Eau Claire, and his father before him was one of the best known judges 
in the state. He inherited the legal turn of mind, the clear grasp of 
intricate and involved situations from his father and in addition to this 
he has the capacity for hard and concentrated work that makes his 
inherited characteristics of value. 

Charles Thomas Bundy was bom in Menomonie, Wisconsin, on the 
2nd of March, 1862. His father was Egbert B. Bundy and his mother 
was Reubena H. (Macauley) Bundy. Egbert B. Bundy was born 
in Windsor, New York, on June 14th, 1831. He received his education 
at Oxford Seminary, and in 1857 came to Wisconsin. After having 
passed the bar examinations in this state he located at Dunville, the 
county seat of Dunn county, Wisconsin. Here he practiced law for 
many years, and after his election as judge of the circuit court for 
the eighth judicial district, he served twenty-two years on the bench. 
In politics Judge Bundy was a member of the Democratic party, but 
he never took a very active part in the game. His wife, Reubena H. 
Bundy, was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and they were married in 
Wisconsin. Nine children were bom of this union, all of whom are 
now living. Judge Bundy died in 1904. 

Charles Thomas Bundy was the eldest of his father's children. He 
received his elementary education in the schools of Menomonie, Wis- 
consin, and then attended the University of Wisconsin, being gradu- 
ated from the law department in the class of 1893. He first located 
in Superior, Wisconsin, where he practiced for a year, and then he 
came to Eau Claire. From 1894 to 1897 he was engaged in practice 
there in partnership with T. F. Frawley, and the firm became well 
known; having a large clientele. In 1897 Mr. Wilcox became a member 
of the firm and the name became Frawley, Bundy and Wilcox. Mr. 
Frawley died in 1902, and since that time Bundy and Wilcox have 
become one of the successful firms of Northern Wisconsin. They have 
been connected with much important litigation and are attorneys for 
some of the most important corporations in this section of the state. 

Mr. Bundy is a member of the Democratic party and takes a keen 
interest in political questions though he has never cared to hold ofSce. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2257 

He is a member of the Eau Claire lodge, No. 402, Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, and also belongs to the Knights of Pythias. 

Mr. Bundy married May Kelly, of Menomonie, Wisconsin, on the 
22nd of October, 1890. They ha^ become the parents of four chil- 
dren, as follows: Nellie R., Katharine M., Egbert B. and Lillian, who 
died in 1908 at the age of nine years. 

Henry Levi Ward. One of the fine institutions that lends 
to the prestige of the Wisconsin metropolis is the Public Mu- 
seum of the City of Milwaukee, and in the development and upbuild- 
ing of this admirable institution its present able and honored director, 
Mr. Ward, has played a most important part. He is an enthusiast in 
his field of work, is a man of intellectual and scientific attainments and 
his specific recognition in this publication being but in justice due. 

Mr. Ward was born in the town of York, Livingston county. New 
York, on the 8th of October, 1863, and is a son of Professor Henry 
Augustus Ward and Phoebe A. (Howell) Ward. Professor Ward 
was a scientist of worldwide fame, was an extensive traveler and at the 
time of his death three hundred and fifty clippings of reference to 
him were taken from leading papers in this country and Europe. As 
a matter of record a special memoir to him is entered on other pages 
of this publication. The Ward genealogy has been traced back, genera- 
tion by generation, to Andrew Warde, who was born in England, 
probably in 1597, and who came to America about 1630. He died at 
Fairfield, Connecticut, in 1659 and records extant indicate that he 
was a man of affairs as well as a citizen of prominence and influence In 
those early colonial days. The maternal ancestors of the subject of 
this review were also of stanch English stock. Professor and Mrs. 
Ward became the parents of two sons and two daughters, and both of 
the daughters are deceased. Charles H., elder of the two sons, is pro- 
prietor of a finely equipped anatomical laboratory at Rochester, N. Y., 
where he is a dealer in human skeletons, anatomical models and conv 
parative anatomy. 

Henry L, Ward gained his early educational discipline in the public 
schools of the city of Rochester, New York, after which for a short 
time he was a special student in Rochester University. During vacations 
while attending school and thereafter until 1887, with the exceptions 
of a collecting trip in 1883 for sea lions and one in 1886 in search of 
the West Indian seal, both of which were made independently, he was 
connected with the natural science establishment managed by his father. 
Here, as in a school, he learned to execute nearly every kind of work 
connected with the preservation and preparation for exhibition of all 
classes of natural history specimens, identified many thousands of 
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specimens of various classes, assumed supervision of the work of several 
departments and traveled considerably in setting up and arranging 
collections in colleges, museums and expositions in various parts of both 
Canada and the United States. Mr. Ward can not recollect ever having 
earned a dollar that was not from some phase of natural history work. 

In 1887 he was surprised at receiving, without any previous cor- 
respondence concerning the same, an appointment from the ^Mexican , 
government as Osteologist to the Oeographieal and Exploring Com- 
mission of that country, a position created by special act of the Mexican 
congress for his encumbancy. This he held until July, 1891, when 
impaired health, due to an accident suflEered while in the field collecting, 
indicated the unadvisability of undertaking an extensive expedition he 
was then planning to the Guatemalan boundary, coupled with the 
necessity of his presence for some time in Rochester, N. Y., as sole 
executor of the estate of his recently deceased mother caused him to 
resign. Account of the work of this commission is given in various 
government scientific publications. After his return from Mexico Mr. 
Ward resumed his association with his father's extensive natural science 
establishment, in which he had charge of the fossil department, all the 
inorganic specimens and invertebrate zoology and he became vice-presi- 
dent of the corporation controlling this unique and valuable institution, 
at Rochester, New York. During this period he personally Worked at 
and supervised the mounting of half of the mastodon skeletons then 
articulated in the museums of the world and the only restored skeleton 
of the Megalonyx in existence. 

In 1902 Mr. Ward resigned his position with the great institution 
built up so largely through the efforts of his honored father and ac- 
cepted the post of director of the Public Museum of the City of Milwau- 
kee, in which he assumed his official duties on the Ist of April of that 
year. He served out eleven months of the unexpired term of his prede- 
cessor and was then elected director for a term of five years, at the 
expiration of which he was again elected, for a term of equal duration, 
and in May, 1913, was unanimously re-elected for the third five-year 
term. He has been indefatigable in his efforts to bring the museum up 
to the highest standard and has not lacked for popular appreciation of 
his efforts, as the local community is constantly growing in definite 
recognition of the value and permanent usefulness of the institution 
of which he is the executive head. 

Mr. Ward has collected natural history specimens in various parts 
of America. In 1876 he collected birds in Ontario, Canada. In 1879 
he collected mammals, birds, corals, and other specimens, in the British 
West Indies, Antigua, and Barbadoes, and in British Guiana, where he 
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ascended the Essequibo River by canoe to near its headwaters. In 
1883 he collected seals, sea lions, etc., at Point Reyes, California. In 
1886, in partnership with the natural history division of the Geograph- 
ical and Exploring Commission of Mexico, he discovered the true habitat 
of the West Indian Seal, previously unknown to science, collecting 
specimens of this seal and of various other natural history subjects. 
After joining the commission in 1887 as osteologist, he made various 
exploring and collecting 'trips in southern Mexico, paying especial at- 
tention to the geographical distribution of Mexican mammals, and dis- 
covered and published five new species of mammals. Mr. Ward was 
selected as a member of the Mexican Commission to the Paris exposi- 
tion of 1889, caring for the natural history exhibit made by the Mexi- 
cap government, and remaining ten months in Prance and other Euro- 
pean countries. 

While in charge of the mineralogical department of the Ward estab- 
lishment, he published descriptions of two new meteorites. Since com- 
ing to Wisconsin he has added, by publication, two mammals and 
several birds to the known fauna of the state, as well as added to the 
known life histories of various species. He has collected in California 
and in various parts of Wisconsin for the museum's collections j but 
his official duties have interfered with doing much field work. Most 
of his traveling and contribution of original observations to scientific 
journals was made previous to his connection with the museum. He has 
visited every state in the Union. 

Mr. Ward was in June, 1912, elected president of the American 
Association of Museums and upon his retirement in June, 1913, at its 
meeting in Philadelphia, was forthwith elected counsellor of the organi- 
zation. This association covers the entire western hemiaph^e and 
in the same Mr. Ward and the Milwaukee museum are represented 
in charter membership. Mr. Ward also has the distinction of being 
one of two persons in the United States to hold membership in the 
Museums Association of Great Britain. He is actively identified with 
the Wisconsin Academy of Science, Arts and Letters, the Wisconsin 
Archaeological Society, ^the Wisconsin Natural History Society, the 
American Ornithologists Union, is a fellow of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science and is a vice president of the Wis- 
consin Audubon Society. He is aflfiliated with the Chi Psi college 
fraternity, and in Milwaukee holds membership in the Westminster 
League and the City Club. The Public Museum of Milwaukee is the 
largest municipal museum on the American continent and in the num- 
ber of annual visitors it ranks second among natural history museums, 
as it is excelled in this particular only by the natural history museum 
in the city of New York. Mr. Ward is eligible for membership in the 
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Society of the Sons of the American Revolution and one of his sisters 
was a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution at the 
time of her death. He is independent in his political proclivities and 
attends while his wife holds membership in Plymouth church, in all 
that makes for high civic ideals he takes a deep interest and his loyalty 
and patriotism are on a parity with his enthusiasm in connection with 
matters scientific. 

In the city of Rochester, New York, on the 21st of November, 1891, 
was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Ward to Miss Elva Selby, who was 
born in Janesville, Wisconsin. Miss Selby was a daughter of Horatio 
T. Selby, who first settled in Milwaukee in 1832. Her mother, Susan 
Ann (Greenleaf), herself a daughter of Jeremiah Greenleaf of Con- 
necticut, author of The Greenleaf Grammar, for some years taught in 
Dr. Spaulding's private school in Janesville and later in St. James ^ 
church school in Milwaukee in which city she died during Mrs. Ward's 
early childhood. Much of Mrs. Ward's education was obtained while 
living in Rochester, New York, with her uncle, Col. Halbert S. Green- 
leaf, and in Washington while he served as a member of congress. They 
have three children — Alice G.; Marion E. and Henry S.; all of whom 
were bom in Rochester, New York. 

Professor Hj^nry Augustus Ward. Though the distinguished 
scientist to whom this memoir is dedicated was not specifically identi- 
fied with Wisconsin yet there is a definite measure of consistency in 
according him a tribute in the publication at hand, not only on account 
of his exalted achievement and reputation in the scientific world but 
also by reason of the fact that his younger son, Henry L., who is worth- 
ily upholding the prestige of the family name, is one of the valued and 
honored citizens of this state, where he is the able incumbent of the 
position of director of the Public Museum of the City of Milwaukee, 
the largest municipal institution of the kind in the entire world. Of 
the son individual mention is made on preceding pages of this work. 

Professor Ward was born in the city of Rochester, New York, on the 
9th of March, 1834, and was a son of Henry M. and Eliza (Chapman) 
Ward. He gained his rudimentary education in the Rochester schools 
but early in life removed with his parents to a farm in Wyoming county, 
New York. Later he attended Temple Hill Academy, at Geneseo, where 
Marshal Oyama, the famous Japanese commander, was later a student. 
Subsequently he pursued his studies in Williams College about one 
year, and he then entered the Lawrence Scientific School of Harvard 
University, where he studied under the distinguished Professor Agassiz, 
the elder, to whom he eventually became an assistant. Before he 
received his baccalaureate degree Professor Ward was sent to Europe 
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by the elder General Wadsworth, in the capacity of tutor to the latter 's 
son Charles. The young men traveled in company all over Europe, 
then crossed the Mediterranean to Egypt, visited Alexandria and Cairo 
and ascended the Nile to the second cataract — a notable achievement in 
those days. It was perhaps while he was thus abroad that Professor 
Ward did the first of that collecting of specimens that afterward made 
him famous. An extensive collection of minerals, rocks and fossils was 
made by him in connection with his early travels, and the expenses 
were defrayed by General Wadsworth, who donated the collection to 
the Buffalo Natural History Society, in the headquarters of which it 
is still known as the Wadsworth collection. 

Professor Ward returned to America with his companion and charge 
iind then returned to Europe studying in Freiburg and Paris. At the 
latter city he entered the School of Mines. He remained abroad about 
five years, during which period he provided for his support as perhaps 
no other student ever had in that city. He collected fossils and other 
geological specimens in the Paris basin and either sold them in London 
or exchanged them for other scientific material, which likewise he con- 
verted into cash. It was in Paris that the collection now so highly 
prized by the University of Rochester was begun. With the assistance 
of his uncle, Levi Ward, Professor Ward made a special collection of 
minerals, rocks and fossils, which he finally shipped to Rochester, where 
it was placed on exhibition in Washington Hall and where it attracted 
much attention on the part of people throughout western New York. 
It was the largest and most complete collection of the kind that had 
then been brought together in America, and finally a popular subscrip- 
tion was raised to purchase the collection for the Uniyersity of Rochester, 
where it still retnains. Shortly after the return of Professor Ward to 
Rochester the incumbent of the chair of natural sciences in the university 
died and Professor Ward was elected his successor. He retained this 
professorship from 1860 to 1865, and by his services, as well as through 
the medium of his collection, which was greatly enlarged under his 
direction, he was primarily instrumental in making the University of 
Rochester prominent in the domain of natural science in America. 

Because of the unusual technical training he had received in Paris, 
the services of Professor Ward were from the first sought by many 
mining companies in the United States, where at that time skilled 
mining engineers were very few. After much urging he finally accepted 
the appointment as superintendent of the Midas Gold Mining Com- 
pany, at Midasburg, Montana, and severed his connection with the 
university, the stock of this company having been largely held by 
citizens of Rochester. It was while Professor Ward was thus con- 
nected with the Midas Company that there was procured through his 
influence the first stamp mill utilized in the Rocky mountains in the 
treatment of free-milling gold ores. Professor Ward found that to 
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effect the maximum economy in hauling the ores from his mine a stamp 
mill, in which the ores are crushed to an impalpable powder, would be 
a necessity. Such a mill was purchased, and ten months were demanded 
for the transportation of the mill, by wagon train, from Sacramento, 
California, over the mountain ranges and through a wilderness infested 
by hostile Indians, to its destination, this constituting a most important 
incident in the early annals of pioneer mining operations in the Rocky 
mountains. 

While Professor Ward waa at Midasburg he received and accepted 
an attractive offer from a company owning a gold mine in South Caro- 
lina. This company was backed by Cyrus Hall McCormick, inventor 
of the reaping machines, and the great inventor and the distinguished 
scientist became warm personal friends. Within a year after he went 
to the South Carolina mine Professor Ward decided to return to Roches- 
ter and to complete the great collection which he had made and which 
waa owned by the University of Rochester. There were great gaps in 
the collection, especially among the fossils, which it was possible and 
comparatively easy to fill, though much incidental investigation and 
scientific skill was necessary. The large extinct animals, of which 
excellent specimens were to be found in the museums of Europe, were 
not represented in the Rochester collection. Professor Ward had accu- 
rate moulds made of all the specimens desired, to the number of sev- 
eral thousand, and when these were ready for shipment to Rochester 
three frame buildings were erected on the university campus, and in 
these buildings were made the effective casts now to be seen in the 
museum halls of the University of Rochester, as well as in many other 
similar institutions. The work attracted the attention of universities 
and colleges throughout the United States, and from such institutions 
came many requests for duplicates of the casts. About this time, early 
in the 70s, the three buildings were destroyed by fire, and practically 
all that was saved was the original moulds, by medium of which the 
work of making the casts was continued in a temporary building that 
was hastily constructed. Shortly afterward suitable buildings were 
provided and Professor Ward removed his establishment to the same. 
This establishment has grown with the passing years and the making 
or plaster casts is now a comparatively small part of the work. Every 
branch and department of natural science is represented, except botany, 
entomology and bacteriology. In the early years of the enterprise 
Professor Ward was its directing head and he was admirably qualified 
for the work, by reason of his general natural history work under the 
elder Agassiz and his geological work abroad, under D'Orbigny and 
Elie De Beaumont. He was a large stockholder in Ward's Natural 
Science Establishment at the time of his death, but was not actively 
identified with its management. 

At the last annual meeting of the Society of Descendants of Andrew 
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Ward, at Poughkeepsie, New York, in June, 1913, Dr. F. A. Lucas, 
director of the American Museum of Natural History in New York, 
gave an address on the ** influence of Ward's natural science establish- 
ment, '* in the course of which article Dr. Lucas referred to his own 
early beginnings and studies in the establishment and also its inspira- 
tions in the lives of several other noted American scientists. The ad- 
dress is too long to quote entire, but the following extracts deserve 
insertion here. 

** As we all know," says Dr. Lucas, ** indirect influence, though often 
diflScult to trace, may be more far-reaching and more profound than 
that which is plainly visible. And the influence of the men who passed 
some years of their life in the Ward Establishment is today a very 
considerable factor in education through the instrumentality of mu- 
seums. The expeditions sent out by our museums to gather specimens 
were foreshadowed by those made for the establishment . . . and 
the popular publications of our museums had their prototype in 
Ward's Natural Science Bulletin, . . . The workers at the estab- 
lishment were in more than one instance wholly ignorant of whither 
they were tending. I am sure that Mr. Townsend never saw the New 
York Aquarium in the future, nor Homaday the great Zoological 
Park, if only for the reason that these institutions were not even 
dreamed of in our days at Ward's. And in my own case, while I saw 
the American Museum of Natural History come into being and grow 
until it was one of the great museums of the world, it never occurred 
to me that I shoilld do more than admire it from its portals. 

'*In the abundance and variety of material, in the association of 
men of many and varied ideas, in its ever changing conditions, the 
Establishment afforded fine opportunities for development and prog- 
ress and there were many who embraced their opportunities. The Estab- 
lishment itself underwent a process of evolution, for while it was not 
started as a training school for museum men, it became one. . . . 
We naturally estimate the value of any institution, be it commercial 
or educational, by the quality or the quantity of the output. And as 
colleges * point with pride' to the number of important positions occu- 
pied by their graduates, so the Ward Establishment may vaunt itself 
upon the number and importance of the places now held by men who 
derived a part of their training within its walls, and I doubt very much 
if any University can show so large a percentage of its gradutes occu- 
pying positions of responsibilities and engaged in valuable educational 
work. Its graduates include the Directors of three museums, the great 
Zoological Park of New York, the New York Aquarium, three College 
Professors, the Chief Preparators of four of our greatest museums and 
many occupants of positions in other scientific institutions. I do not 
say that Ward's made these men what they are, but it was a large 
determining factor in shaping their careers, even when their stay at 
the Establishment was of comparatively brief duration. 
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**We all have an admiration for martyrs, however little we may wish 
to play the role ourselves, and while the Ward Establishment may not 
have been profitable for its founder and immediate supporters, yet it 
certainly has played no small part in the development of our museums 
and other scientific institutions/' 

Endowed with distinctive taste for travel and research, Professor 
Ward found that after he began the preparation of the Ward cabinets 
of geology and mineralogy his business required him to travel to all 
parts of the earth, in search of material. His first journey of note was 
with Charles Wadsworth, as previously noted, and the next was while 
he was still a student at the School of Mines in Paris. Sailing from 
Marseilles, he landed at Joppa, and thereafter visited Jerusalem, the 
Dead Sea and other points of scientific interest in Palestine, Arabia, 
Egypt, and Nubia. At this time he ascended the Nile to the fifth 
cataract He then crossed the desert to the Red Sea and proceeded to 
Abyssinia, Somaliland, Zanzibar, Mozambique, Portuguese East Africa, 
Zululand, Natal and Cape Colony. From Cape Town he entered the 
interior, where he traveled to the northeast a distance of one thousand 
miles, to Griqualand, to visit the diamond mines in the vicinity in which 
the famous Kimberley now stands. After an extended visit to the 
diamond fields he returned to Cape Town, and thence proceeded along 
the west coast of Africa. At the mouth of the Niger, about four degrees 
north of the equator, he left the ship, and he then journeyed up the river 
a distance of about four hundred miles, this having been at the time 
one of the record trips into the interior of Africa on the part of an 
American. After going to the coast Professor Ward continued his 
travels, in which he visited Liberia, Sierra Leone, the Guineas, Senegam- 
bia, Senegal and Morocco. Incidental to this trip he visited the island 
of Fernando Po, oflP the Cameroons, West Africa, where he was stricken 
with yellow fever and narrowly escaped death. 

Professor Ward circumnavigated the globe a number of times and 
was so much away from home that members of his family do not recol- 
lect when he remained in the United States for an entire year. In 1871 
he was chosen, by President Grant, as acting naturalist for the United 
States expedition to Santo Domingo. The United States was then con- 
sidering the purchase of the island and the expedition was for the pur- 
pose of investigating the economic resources of the island. The duties 
of Professor Ward had specially to do with the geological and zoological 
phases of the investigation. The vessel that bore the members of the 
expedition to Santo Domingo was wrecked, but all of the company 
escaped and the work of the expedition was not seriously crippled. 
Professor Ward visited South Africa from three to six times and he was 
equally well acquainted with the trails that lead over the Andes, His 
last trip over this South American range was completed a little more 
than a year prior to his death. The Professor had also visited Australia 
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many times, had seen some of its gold camps and been to the border of 
the great interior desert. His last trip to Australia was made at the 
request of the younger Professor Agassiz, for the purpose of col- 
lecting Australian corals. The result was the assembling of the largest 
and finest collection ever made of corals characteristic of a given 
locality. A ship was chartered for the purpose and the trip was made 
within the great Barrier reef tiiat skirts Australia on the east, from 
Torres strait almost to Brisbane. 

In North America Professor Ward had visited every state and 
territory in the United States, except Alaska; had crossed British 
America from the Pacific to New Poundland, and had traveled many 
thousand miles in Mexico and the Central American States. He had 
made at least one visit to every country in South America and had 
crossed that continent at least three times. While traveling in Colombia 
he was captured by the insurgent general, Uribe Uribe, but was held 
a prisoner only a short time. He had visited every country in Europe 
and nearly every large city, many of them several times. In Asia he 
had visited all the countries of India and Pacific littorals, as well as 
the large islands of those oceans, im^luding Java, Borneo, New Zealand, 
Tasmania, New Guinea, New Caledonia, Hawaii and Japan. 

For approximately a decade Professor Ward devoted his attention 
almost exclusively to the collecting of meteorites, and at the time of 
his death he had the most complete collection in the world, the same 
being now known as the Ward-Coonly collection and belonging to the 
Field Museum of Natural History in the city of Chicago. Professor 
Ward often said that this collection would constitute his monument. 
He did not write very much and it was difficult to prevail upon him 
to face an audience. He himself had said that his only writings were 
those entitled: *' Notice of the Megatherium Cuvieri,'' and ** Descrip- 
tion of the Most Celebrated Fossils in the Royal Museums of Europe.'' 
In fact he published a number of short articles upon scientific subjects. 
In recent years he had lectured before the Rochester Academy of 
Science, the Carnegie Institute, and the Buffalo Society of Natural 
History. He was without doubt the greatest living authority on 
meteorites and was known to all the older scientists of the world. He 
was a Fellow of both the Geological and Zoological societies of London 
and of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. The 
honorary degree of LL. D. was conferred ^n him by Rochester Univer- 
sity. He spoke twelve or more languages, and a famous Frenchman 
said of him he was one American who spoke French so correctly as to 
be mistaken for a native Parisian. His command of German was equally 
good; he spoke Spanish fluently, was a master of Italian, and had a 
working knowledge of Russian, Portugese and other languages. He 
confessed to his inability to master but one language, the Chinese. 

Professor Ward was twice married. In 1860 he wedded Miss Phoebe 

A. Howell, of York, Genesee county. New York, their acquaintance- 
Vol. vm— 9 
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ship having been formed while both were students at Temple Hill 
Academy. Mrs. Ward was called to eternal rest in June, 1891, and of 
their four children two are living. One died in infancy and Alice 
passed away in May, 1901, at the age of twenty-five years. Charles H., 
the elder of the two surviving sons, was bom in 1862 and resides in 
Rochester, New York, further mention of him being made in the sketch 
of the career of the younger son, Henry L., who is director of the Pub- 
lic Museum of the City of Milwaukee, as previously noted in this con- 
text. Both sons received their business and scientific training in Ward's 
Natural Science Establishment, in Rochester, New York. 

On the 18th of March, 1897, was solemnized the marriage of Pro- 
fessor Ward to Mrs. Lydia (Avery) Coonly, a wealthy and gracious 
woman of Chicago, where they thereafter maintained their home and 
where Mrs. Ward has continued to reside since the death of her hus- 
band. The Professor met a tragic death, as he was killed by being 
struck by an automobile while crossing a street in the city of Buffalo, 
New York, on the 4th of July, 1906. His ashes rest in the tomb erected 
by him several years before his death, at Mount Hope cemetery, Roches- 
ter, where also repose the remains of* the wife of his youth — his devoted 
companion for the major part of his life — and the ashes of his daughter. 
Several years prior to his death Professor Ward caused to be erected 
the beautiful and unique monument in which his ashes were placed. 
This consists of an immense boulder of crystalline quartz, with jasper 
inclusions, and the great rock was transported from the north shore of 
Lake Superior, the only place in the world where such a rock is known 
to occur. 

Dr. Michael J. Donohue, one of the most successful physicians 
and surgeons of Langlade county, Wisconsin, has been engaged in prac- 
tice in Antigo since 1898, the year in which he was graduated from the 
medical department of the Northwestern University at Chicago, lUinoia 
During his senior year of study he served as an interne at the Charity 
Hospital, in Chicago, after which he came to Clintonville, Wisconsin, 
where he remained for three months, coming to Antigo in the autiunn 
of that year, and here opening his ofSces. His success has been a 
pleasing one to contemplate and to experience, and he is well and favor- 
ably known to the medical profession in Langlade county, as well as to 
the general public. 

Born at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, on April 29, 1874, Michael J. Dono- 
hue is a son of Cornelius and Mary (Kittrick) Donahue. The father 
was for forty-five years an engineer on the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad, and the predecessor of that road, and he died in Antigo in 
1901, his widow surviving him until 1907. When Michael Donohue 
was a baby his parents moved to Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and in 1882, 
soon after the completion of the railroad to Antigo, they moved to this 
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city, where Dr. Donohue as a boy attended the public schools, and in 
1890 was graduated from the Antigo high school. Prom 1890 to 1892 
he studied medicine in the office of the late Dr. J. P. Doyle in Antigo, 
and the two succeeding years he spent in taking a pre-medical course 
at the University of Wisconsin. In the fall of 1894 he entered the Med- 
ical department of the Northwestern University at Chicago,, Illinois, and 
in 1898 was graduated with the degree of M. D. Dr. Donohue continued 
to practice alone in Antigo until 1907, when he formed a partnership 
with his younger brother, Dr. E. J. Donohue, who was graduated from 
the schools of Antigo and from the Northwestern University at Evans- 
ton, in the medical department, in 1906. Por fifteen months follow- 
ing his graduation the young medic served as an interne at St. Anthony 
de Padua Hospital in Chicago, there gaining a valuable experience in 
the practical work of his profession. 

Dr. Donohue and his brother have one of the best equipped offices in 
North Central Wisconsin, the same being located in the Pirst National 
Bank building. They are the owners of the building occupied by the 
City Hospital of Antigo, as well as certain other property in the city. 
The brothers devote a considerable attention to surgery, in which they 
are gaining added laurels every year, and both are members of the 
Langlade County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society 
and the American Medical Association. Both are members of the Roman 
Catholic church, and they are fraternally identified by their membership 
in the Kiiights of Columbus and the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks. Dr. E. J. Donohue was married to Miss Elizabeth Mueller on 
November 24, 1913. 

Hon. John W. Brown, president and manager of the Langlade 
County Abstract Company of Antigo, has been identified with this enter- 
prise in this city since 1905. Coming here in that year from Berlin, 
Wisconsin, he bought out the business of Pred Hayssen, who had but a 
short time previous launched an abstract business, which he was willing 
to part with to one who felt himself better qualified to handle it. In 
Berlin Mr. Brown had been cashier of the Berlin National Bank of that 
city for thirteen years, and was one of the best known men in business 
circles of that city. His success in the abstract business here has been 
of an exceptional order, calculated to give him a high standing through- 
out the county, and he takes his place among the foremost men of the 
city today. 

Bom on Long Island, New York, on January 1, 1851, John W. Brown 
is a son of John J. and Hester E. (Townsend) Brown: In October, 1857, 
with his parents, he moved to Wisconsin, locating in Kilbourn, Columbia 
county, where his father later became postmaster, and still later was 
there occupied as express and insurance agent. In 1876 the father 
moved to Chicago, there continuing until death claimed him in 1891, the 
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mother passing away in the same year. Thus John W. Brown was for 
the most part reared in Kilboum, Wisconsin, and there he attended 
the public school and the Methodist Institute. In 1868 he went to work 
for the Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company, when he was seventeen 
years of age, his work being that of a billing clerk at Kilbourn. Prom 
that position he stepped into the employ of the bank at Kilbourn, 
then being conducted by Jonathan Bowman, and for seventeen years 
he was employed in that bank, advancing in those years along the line 
from the post of clerk to book-keeper, and in 1876 becoming cashier, 
in which post he continued until 1886, when he was elected Register of 
Deeds for Columbia county, Wisconsin. For four years he held that 
office, and then moved to Berlin to take a position as cashier of the 
Berlin National Bank, continuing therein from 1891 to 1904, when in 
1905 he came to Antigo, Wisconsin, and took charge of his present 
business, to which he succeeded by purchase, as has already been stated. 

Mr. Brown was married in 1877 at Kilboum, Wisconsin, to Miss 
Lucia Pedelupe, bom in Chicago, and the daughter of Rev. John B. 
Pedelupe, who was a native of Marseilles, Bh'ance, and whose wife, one 
Adeline Creteil, was born in Paris. The father was a minister of the 
Episcopal church. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Brown: Adeline, 
the eldest, is the wife of Harry Kendall Bassett, professor of English 
at the University of Wisconsin. They have four children: Kendall, 
Philip, Hester and Jeanne. Robert P. Brown, a resident of Miami, Flor- 
ida, is secretary of the Florida Title Company. He married Emilida 
Baensch, a daughter of Judge Emil Baensch, of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 
who is an associate editor of this publication, and they have one child, 
Robert B. John Townsend Brown, the third child of his parents, is city 
editor of the Antigo Journal, and is one of the wide-awake and pro- 
gressive young men of the city. 

Mr. Brown is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
and is a Past Grand Master of the State of Wisconsin. He is also Past 
Grand Representative of the state, thus holding the two highest state 
offices known to the order. He is also a member of the Modern Wood- 
men of America. 

For five years Mr. Brown gave valued service to the county of 
Columbia as a member of the County Board of Supervisors, and all his 
life he has been identified with Republican state politics, on many occa- 
sions appearing as delegate to state conventions. In 1910 he was chosen 
census supervisor for the Ninth Census District of Wisconsin, and he 
is a member of the Wisconsin Historical Society. 

John C. Gaveney. Since his admission to the bar of Wisconsin 
twenty-five years ago, Mr. Gaveney has been more or less active in his 
practice, and chiefly at the town of his birth, Arcadia, in Trempealeau 
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county. Besides his place as •a lawyer, Mr. Gaveney has served in the 
state senate, has some important interests in the larger sphere of busi- 
ness, and conducts one of the finest appointed and best improved dairy 
farms in Wisconsin. 

John C. Gaveney was bom at Arcadia in Trempealeau county, Wis- 
consin, June 30, 1863. His parents were James and Maria M. (Briggs) 
Gaveney. His father was bom in County Monaghan, Ireland, April 5, 
1825, and died June 18, 1890. The mother was bom in Northfield, Ver- 
mont, May 20, 1830, and died February 18, 1909. They were married 
in Trempealeau county, Wisconsin, in 1859. Their children, three in 
number, were : Charles R., who died in 1889 at the age of twenty-eight 
years J John C. ; Mamie, who died in 1879, at the age of eleven years. 
James Gaveney came to America in 1848, and had some varied and inter- 
esting experiences before he finally settled down in Wisconsin. His first 
location was at Galena, Illinois, where he was connected with lead mining. 
In 1849 he joined a caravan of wagons drawn by ox teams which went 
across the country to California. It required six months to make the 
journey and he spent five years in the west engaged in gold mining. He 
was associated in mining and other business ventures with Noah D. Com- 
stock, until the latter 's death in 1890. He then returned to the middle 
west and located at Mineral Point, Wisconsin, where he continued in 
lead mining until the spring of 1859. That date marked his location 
in Arcadia in Trempealeau county, where his years were taken up with 
farming and various business enterprises. He conducted a flour mill, and 
later was in the lumber business at Independence. ^ His home was in 
Arcadia, at the time of his death. A successful business man, he was 
also honored by his fellow citizens by various local oflSces, for many years 
was on the school board, was chairman of the town board and township 
treasurer a long time. Fraternally he had membership in Arcadia Lodge 
No. 201, A. P. & A. M. 

Mr. John C. Gaveney received His early training in the public 
schools of Arcadia. He is a University graduate, having finished the 
general scientific course at the University of Wisconsin with the class of 
1885. In the meantime he had applied himself to the serious business 
of life, and at the age of sixteen wias granted a license and taught his 
first term of school in Trempealeau county. He taught during 1879, and 
in 1880 was principal of thee high school at Independence. After finish- 
ing his Academic work in the University, he continued in the law de- 
partment, and was graduated LL. B. in 1888. One year was spent in 
general practice at Milwaukee, and then on account of his father's 
extensive business affairs he went to his assistance in 1889, and became 
superintendent of the business there for several years. After that he 
established himself in general practice at Arcadia, and has since been 
one of the leading lawyers of Trempealeau county. 

Outside of the law, Mr. Gaveney has many interests. He is one of 
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the large land owners of Trempealeau .county, his ownership extend- 
ing to between eight hundred and nine hundred acres, ninety acres 
being included within the city limits of Arcadia. This estate is im- 
proved with the finest of equipment and buildings. It is conducted as 
a model dairy farm, and also for the breeding of high-class stock. 
Mr. Gaveney raises full-blooded Holstein and Red Poll cattle, having 
between seventy and seventy-five milch cows in his barn. His dairy 
plant is modern in every particular. One evidence of this is the fact 
that he employs milking machines, and has every practical apparatus 
required for the sanitary production of milk. Mr. Gaveney is vice 
president of the Bank of Arcadia, was one of the organizers of the 
Western Wisconsin Telephone Company, of which he has been presi- 
dent since its organization, and for nine years served as a member 
of the school board. He was elected and served as member of the state 
senate from 1900 to 1904. For four terms he acted as mayor of Arcadia. 
Mr. Gaveney aflUiates with Arcadia Lodge, No. 201, A. P. & A. M. and 
is also a member of the Royal Arch Chapter. In politics he ' is 
Republican. 

On April 9, 1890, Mr. Gaveney married Isadora D. Webster. They 
have two children: Marguerite and Stanleigh. 

Paul von de Schoeppe, Chiropractor, of Antigo, Wisconsiu,^ presi- 
dent of the Antigo School of Chiropractic (spinal adjustments) has 
been established in this city since October 1, 1910, and the work that 
he began there in a small way has assumed proportions that are start- 
ling, to say the least. His school today is one of the finest in the country, 
and embraces alike a sanitarium and training school. The president 
of the school is a splendid example of what perseverance and tenacity 
will do for a man who has an aim in view and lets nothing hinder him 
in its accomplishment, and a plain, unvarnished tale of his career from 
its beginning up to its present day status of undeniable success and 
prosperity is especially appropriate and desirable in writing of him, 
and might not properly be omitted from a work of the nature of this 
publication. 

Paul von de Schoeppe was born in Leipsic, Saxony, Germany, on 
June 4, 1875, and is a son of Paul John and Catherine (von Geist) von 
de Schoeppe. The father was a stock breeder in Saxony, and when the 
subject was yet a boy the family moved from Germany to Russia, and 
there he attended school in Nichalow and Odessa, Russia. He passed 
through a seven year course of training that would equal a four year 
high school course in our country, with an added year in one of our 
universities, so that when he came to the United States he was not of 
the status of the emigrant as he is commonly accepted. Mr. von de 
Schoeppe came to this country in 1891, arriving in New York on August 
8th. He secured employment at whatever he could find for two months, 
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attending night school during that time in an endeavor to gain some 
knowledge o£ the English laaguage, and he then was induced to go to 
Winnipeg, Canada, where he worked on a farm for a few months. He 
was not content there and when he moved it was to the Indian Terri- 
tory, where he was employed on a cattle ranch for about two years. 
He was, during this time, perfecting himself in the English language, 
in which he became very proficient. His next venture was in mining, 
and he became a foreman in a coal mine, having had some training in 
a practical manner and some theoretical knowledge, gained through a 
correspondence school course. He subsequently went to Chicago and 
there took employment with the McCormick Harvester Company, work- 
ing in their shops as a mechanic. He was thus employed for a year 
when he turned his attention to insurance in Chicago, and in that work 
he continued for practically a year. During these years Mr. von de 
Schoeppe had been gaining flesh most unhappily, and he went to the 
harvest fields of North Dakota in the hope that he would be able to 
reduce his weight somewhat in the strenuous work of the open, and he 
was successful in reducing from 248 pounds to 200, between August 1st 
and December 1st- Mr. von de Schoeppe then went to Montana and 
took up a homestead, the place being located some eighteen miles distant 
from Helena, and after fourteen months of resictence thereupon he 
proved up on the place, traded it forthwith for a herd of eighteen head 
of horses, which he drove to Calgary, in Alberta, Canada. He remained 
there for several years, engaged in the breeding of horses and cattle 
on a ranch he acquired in the vicinity of Calgary, seventy-four miles 
northeast of the city, and located on Big Red River. The nearest town 
to his place was eighteen miles distant, but he continued there, despite 
the loneliness of it until March, 1907, when he sold out and went to Battle 
Creek, Michigan, where he enrolled as a student. It was there he met 
the woman who later became his wife, and to whom so much of his phe- 
nomenal success is undeniably due. Mr. von de Schoeppe continued 
as a student there until he was graduated, and felt himself equipped 
with practical experience for sanitarium work. He then went to Dav- 
enport, Iowa, where he attended the Palmer School of Chiropractic, 
his wife, whom he had married in Battle Creek, accompanying him 
and taking the training with him. The story of their stru^le to 
further equip themselves for the great work they have launched here 
is an interesting one, and is briefly as follows : When Mr. and Mrs. 
von de Schoeppe went to Davenport to enter the Palmer School of 
Chiropractic, their capital aggregated less than $200, which little sum 
was soon dissipated by the initial tuition fee and their maintenance in 
the city. Mrs. von de Schoeppe left the school in preference to per- 
mitting her husband to give up the work and she was so fortunate as 
to negotiate a loan of $50 from an acquaintance, with which sum she 
was able to start a boarding house, resorting to this after she had 
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made diligent search for employment in some of the mercantile estab- 
lishments of the city. This little boarding house scheme proved the 
salvation of them in a financial way, and permitted the continuance 
of Mr. von de Schoeppe, and they tell today that he ofttimes employed 
himself in the scullery of the house peeling potatoes more or less absent- 
mindedly, while he perused a text book that was propped up on the 
table before him. It was this spirit on the part of them both that 
has made possible their unqualified success in their work, and the same 
dominant will is everyivhere apparent in their work today. His school- 
ing fijushed, Mr. von de Schoeppe came to Antigo to establish him- 
self in practice, and here to his dismay he found a very strong preju- 
dice arrayed against him in the minds of the public, because of the 
conduct and career of another Chiropractor who had but recently 
departed from the place. It is characteristic of the man that he did 
not permit such an influence to work against him for long, and the 
obstacle of prejudice was soon removed as the result of the excellent 
showing he was able to make with his first eflPorts. Today Mr. and 
Mrs. von de Schoeppe are among the most highly esteemed residents 
of the city, and their continued success is no less a gratification to 
others than it is to them. It is undeniable that their widely advertised 
school has been a bbon to the city in the way of publicity, and their new 
hotel, uniquely designated by the name *' Hotel Backbone,'* opened in 
March, 1913, is absolutely one of the finest hotels in Wisconsin, as well 
as in the northwest. Hundreds of people have come to Antigo, either 
to attend their school as students of the new system of healing, or as 
patients in their magnificent sanitarium, and the status of the founders 
of this magnificent enterprise is vouched for by the representative 
citizens of Antigo, who can oflfer indisputable evidence of the works 
and cures effected in their sanitarium. Bankers, merchants, ministers, 
laboring men and medical men, representing all walks of life, join in 
placing the stamp of approval on this highly creditable and honorable 
work that is being done by Mr. and Mrs. von de Schoeppe, and their 
able staff of assistants. 

The growth and progress of the enterprise has been truly remark- 
able. Consider that three years ago Mr. von de Schoeppe came to 
Antigo, in the face of heavy odds, to establish a practice in Chiroprac- 
tic. Practically no time had elapsed before the influx of patients made 
the conduct and maintenance of a sanitarium an absolute necessity,' 
and soon the interest awakened in the new treatment of disease became 
so general that the establishment of a school followed quite as the 
logical outcome of the situation. To this end the Antigo School of 
Chiropractic was founded on July 22, 1911, and their newly constructed 
building for school purposes is now completed, covering every possible 
requirement. Mr. von de Schoeppe spared no effort to fit himself for 
this work, and realizing the importance of his task, makes it his aim 
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to employ only those people who are best prepared to impart to stu- 
dents a technical and working knowledge of the profession. In this 
he is heartily in accord with Samuel Christian Fredrich Hahnemann, 
a recognized founder of the healing arts, who has said: ''When one 
has to do with an art, the end of which is the saving of human life, 
aiiy neglect to make one's self thoroughly master of it is a crime." 
The essence and spirit of this wide reaching statement is exemplified 
daily in the administration of the affairs of this well know^n school, 
and all who come to the Antigo School of Chiropractice may feel 
assured that no means for the complete equipping of themselves for 
their work will be neglected by the faculty. 

In the work to which Mr. von de Schoeppe is devoting himself so 
assiduously, he is ably seconded by his admirable wife, who from the 
first has proven herself a helpmate, indeed. Mrs. von de Schoeppe, 
prior to her marriage, was Miss Mary Wentworth Bean, a daughter of 
Louis and Orzelia (Smith) Bean. The father is now deceased and the 
mother makes her home with the von de Schoeppes. The Wentworth 
family, of which Mrs. von de Schoeppe is a member, is one of the 
oldest in America today, and members of it were famed in Revolu- 
tionary times as participants in the war. They trace the line of the 
Wentworths directly back to the year 1066, and the first of the name 
to leave England for these shores was William Wentworth, who came 
over in the Mayflower. It was in Battle Creek, Michigan, that Mr. 
and Mrs. von de Schoeppe first met, while he was a student at the 
MacFadden Training School and Sanitarium, with which she was asso- 
ciated in an important capacity. She is especially well equipped for 
her work here, and well fortified with a wide experience gained there 
as well as in her work with her husband in the Antigo School. Especial 
attention is given by her to students just about to enter the field as 
practitioners, and she furnishes them with wise and careful instruc- 
tion in the art of successful beginning, how to equip their oflSces and 
how to conduct an oflSce successfully on a limited income, which is a 
point of no little importance to many beginners. The subject in 
which she is especially active embraces all those questions of loca- 
tion, equipment, management, fees, proper handling of patients, and 
other kindred matters, and her work is one of the important depart- 
ments of training in the school. 

The Backbone Hotel has already been mentioned as one of the 
recent additions to Antigo by the von de Schoeppes, and it is worthy of 
mention that they invest in Antigo property in preference to other, 
when matters of that order come up for decision. A fine farm of 180 
acres has come into their possession since they became established 
here, and they also own another tract of eleven and a half acres in 
the city limits. 

Mr. and Mrs. von de Schoeppe have one child, Paul Dexter Went- 
worth von de Schoeppe. 



Digitized by 



Google 



2274 HISTORY OP WISCONSIN 

Don C. Hall. Present member of the Wisconsin assembly from 
Portage county, Don C. Hall, is one of the most popular, men of his 
home city and county, and is weU known in many localities of the 
United States. The greater number of his friends and admirers know 
him, not as a legislature in the quiet relations of home and civic 
community, but across the footlights of the stage, and as an inter- 
preter and actor in 'the roles of Shakespearean and other legitimate 
drama. 

Don C. Hall was born March 6, 1868, at Eau Pleine, Portage county, 
Wisconsin, from which place he removed to Stevens Point, Wisconsin, 
the city which he has considered his home ever since. His parents 
were William and Anna (Van Buskirk) Hall. The father was born 
in Vermont, and the mother in the state of Maine. The grandparents 
moved west to Wisconsin during the decade of the fifties, establishing 
their home in Portage county, where Grandfather Don C. Hall was one 
of the pioneer residents- William Hall, the father, received his educa- 
tion, as did all the early pioneers of the state, in the rugged school of 
experience, relying upon observation and private studies to bring him- 
self up to his desired standard of efficiency in matters of education. 
Prom Wisconsin he moved out to the Dakotas, spent about six years in 
that territory, and then returned to this state. Somewhat later he 
retired from active business affairs, and remained a retired resident in 
Stevens Point until his death in 1907. The mother was one of the 
state's first and best teachers in the public schools. She has her home 
with her son Don C. There were three children in the family, of whom 
Don C. is the second. 

Up to the time he was sixteen years of age he attended local schools, 
and then got into practical life as a bookkeeper, an occupation which 
he followed for two years. Theatrical life has made its strong appeal 
to thousands of young men and women, but it is only the exceptional 
cases where the ambition is permanent and sufficiently hardy to out- 
live the discouragement of the beginning. Mr. Hall has made the 
theatre his profession for nearly thirty years, so that he belongs among 
the veterans and the successful men of his calling. During 1885-86 he 
worked as a property man. He took up the study of the drama and 
acting seriously and with a passion for Shakespeare, he has given 
most of his time and has gained most of his fame as an actor in Shake- 
spearean roles. He has played in the larger theatres of all the leading 
cities of the United States. He and his family make up the most of 
the membership of the company organized as the Don C. Hall Com- 
pany, and under this name his work has been presented in hundreds 
of towns and cities throughout the country. 

Although his duties require him to be absent from home and city 
a great part of the time, Mr. Hall is well and favorably known in 
Stevens Point, and has the thorough respect of the people throughout 
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these localities. He has been more or less active in politics for a num- 
ber of years, and in 1913 was chosen to the state legislature from Port- 
age county. He holds the position on the committee on taxation in 
the lower house. Fraternally he is very prominent, having attained 
the thirty-second degree Scottish Bite Masonry, and belongs to the 
Independei^t Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the Im- 
proved Order of Red Men, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, and other social organizations. He 
is a Republican in politics. 

On June 18, 1888, Mr. Hall was married at Stevens Point to Miss 
Clara A. Crocker, a daughter of S. G. H. Crocker, and of Scotch-Irish 
descent. The three children of Mr. and Mrs. Hall are: Don C., Wal- 
ter R., and Olivette. Mrs. Hall has an active part in many literary 
and social clubs, and is equally talented with her husband in many 
accomplishments. 

James A. Fathers. Many close students and observers of munici- 
pal government are of the opinion that eflSciency and worthy; man- 
agement of city affairs depend rather upon the personnel than upon 
the form of the civic machinery. For a number of years the commissiou 
form of government has been very popular all over America, and its 
adoption has undoubtedly brought about a great advance and im- 
provement in the administration of urban affairs. Even under the 
commission form of government the success of the plan depends upop 
the quality of commissioners elected. In 1912, when Janesville went 
under the new law and charter, the citizens selected Mr. Fathers fpr 
the post of president of the commission or more generally known as 
mayor; a former business man and an experienced city official whose 
services have contributed a great deal to the era of good government 
which has been inaugurated under the commission charter. , , 

The present mayor of Janesville, James A. Fathers, was born in 
the city of Chicago, May 5, 1859, a son of John and Ann (Hart) 
Fathers, the parents having for many years resided in Janesville. They 
were both natives of England and the father was an expert maltster, 
learning his profession in England, and for a number of years being 
in the employ of Bass, the great English maltster and brewer. At the 
request of Lill & Diversey, brewers of Chicago, Mr. Bass in 1857 sent 
John Fathers to America for the purpose of opening up a.malthouse 
in the large barley-growing territory in Rock county, Wisconsin, and 
Mr. Fathers while in that business was a resident for a short time in 
Chicago. In 1859 he came to Janesville where he managed a large malt 
house, built in order to handle this product for the Lill & Diversey 
Brewing Company of Chicago. He continued in the business for that 
firm up to 1871, at which time poor health forced him to retire, and 
his death occurred in Janesville in 1882. He was the father of four 
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children, three of whom are now living, the Janesville mayor being the 
third of the children. 

Mr. Fathers has practically spent his entire life in Janesville, and 
up to his fourteenth year was a pupil of the public school system. He 
then had to contribute his share to the support of the family, after his 
father had become disabled, and he worthily shouldered that responsi- 
bility. June 1st, 1881, he planned to provide a home of his o^vn, and 
was married to Miss Emma A. Scofield, a daughter of Theodore and 
Catherine Scofield. Three children have been bom to their union, Rosa 
M., Elsie J., and John T, Fathers, the two latter still living. 

As a man who has relied upon his own resources since early life, 
Mr. Fathers has accomplished a great deal. At the age of fourteen, he 
began learning the trade of a carder and spinner in the woolen mills. 
Then when eighteen years old he took up the trade of harness maker, 
and thus had completed an apprenticeship to two trades before he was 
married. In 1881 he bought a harness establishment, and continued as 
proprietor for twelve years. In 1894 he first came into preeminence in 
local politics by his election to the oflSce of city treasurer of Janesville, 
and he continued in that oflSce for eighteen years, until his election as 
mayor. 

Mr. Fathers is prominent in the Masonic Order, being affiliated with 
all the Janesville Masonic bodies and a member of the Wisconsin Con- 
sistory. He also belongs to Janesville City Lodge No. 90, I. 0. 0. F., 
and he is a Past Grand Representative of the Grand Encampment of 
Wisconsin. Those most familiar with the course of public affairs in 
Janesville in recent years give Mr. Fathers the credit for enabling the 
city to carry out successfully and enjoy the advantages of the commis- 
sion form of government. As mayor he is both a capable executive and 
a public spirited citizen, and his support and action can be relied upon 
in behalf of all matters affecting the substantial welfare of the city. 

J. G. Ollinger is city treasurer and engaged in a general insurance 
business which has grown to the proportions of an important enter- 
prise under the stimulus of his energetic handling, and in many ways 
connected with the public spirited and leading civic and commercial 
affairs of Sturgeon Bay. 

John G. Ollinger, who has been a life long resident of Door county, 
was bom at Maplewood, on a farm, March 1, 1881. His parents, Michael 
and Mary (Kessen) Ollinger, lived for a number of years at Manitowoc, 
where they were married, and about 1878 moved to Door county, and 
had their home on a farm at Maplewood until 1882, after which years 
Sturgeon Bay was their place of residence. They were the parents of 
nine children, named as follows: Rose, widow of Gus Schauers; John 
George; Frank; Joseph; Edward; William; Ann; Louise; and Edithl 
who died young. , 
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When John G. Ollinger was a year old, his family located in Stur- 
geon Bay, and in that city he grew to manhood, attending the Catholic 
parochial schools to the seventh grade, and after that became a student 
in the Sturgeon Bay high school. At the beginning of his senior year 
he left school to take up the practical affairs of business. After a 
course in a Milwaukee business college, when quite young, he took the 
position of bookkeeper and timekeeper with the Door County Canning 
Company, staying with that firm four years. The Allen Seed Com- 
pany had his services for a time, and he was in the oflSce department 
of the A. & W. Railroad Company. Each one of these employments 
meant a change for the better in his business progress. In 1903, when 
twenty-two years of age, Mr. Ollinger was elected city treasurer of 
Sturgeon Bay on the Republican ticket. At each succeeding election, 
the people have indorsed his administration by returning him to the 
oflSce, and probably nothing better indicates his popularity than his ten 
years of continuous service in an important and responsible local office. 

After the organization of the Door County Pair Association in 
1907, Mr. Ollinger was made secretary of the board, served four years. 
In 1911, after resigning from the Pair Association* secretaryship, he 
became secretary of the Sturgeon Bay Commercial Club. In 1910, 
in December, Mr. Ollinger bought the insurance agency, formerly con- 
ducted by R. H. Mann, and now does a large business in general insur- 
ance, representing the leading fire, automobile, accident and life 
companies. Although the youngest man in that line, he rapidly worked 
up valuable connections, and on account of the growth of the business 
was forced to abandon his old office rooms in the city building, and 
moved to his present quarters on Cedar street. 

Mr. Ollinger is a member of the St. Joseph's Catholic church, is 
secretary and a trustee of the church board, belongs to the Catholic 
Order of Poresters, and the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, and in 
every way is one of the hustling and energetic promoters of Sturgeon 
Bay's material and civic prosperity. Mr. Ollinger started out in life 
as a newsboy. His parents had but limited means and a large family, 
80 he was obliged to get out and hustle. He has made good in whatever 
he has undertaken, and is certainly deserving of the proud American 
title of a self made man. 

William W. Carb has held the office of clerk of Oneida county since 
his first election to that position in January, 1900, having been several 
times re-elected on the Republican ticket. A resident of Rhinelander 
rince the spring of 1886, he is one of the best known men in the county, 
and has acquitted himself most creditably in the matter of his public 
service, Bfi well as along other lines. Before coming to Rhinelander, he 
was connected for some time with the office of Register of Deeds at 
Waupaca, and when he came here it was to enter the employ of P. L. 
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Shepherd, dealer in real estate. He was thus employed until the county 
was organized in 1887. At that time U. L. Beers was chosen to fill the 
first berth as county clerk, and Mr. Carr became his deputy during 
that term. In the spring of 1889 he was elected to the oflSce of town 
clerk for the town of Pelican, the entire county being then covered by 
the town of Pelican, and he continued in his service as clerk until 1892, 
when the city of Rhinelander was organized, and he was elected city 
clerk. He continued to administer the affairs of the city in his capacity 
as clerk until his election to his present post as clerk of the county, 
when he resigned the city position. 

Bom in Waupaca county, Wisconsin, William W. Carr is the son 
of William D. and Mary (Pace) Carr. His natal day is December 
19, 1859, and the place of his birth was New London. His father was 
a merchant who came to Wisconsin in 1854, and spent practically the 
remainder of his life in New London. He cam^ from Coming, New 
York, where he was reared and where he met and married his wife. 

William Carr was reared in New London and there he attended the 
public schools, learning the jeweler's trade there, and working at the 
business until he* entered the oflSce of the register of deeds as his 
assistant, at Waupaca. His advent into Rhinelander duly followed, as 
has been noted above, and the facts of his subsequent career have also 
been outlined with more or less brevity. It will su£Sce to say here that 
Mr. Carr has brought a high order of service to bear in his administra- 
tion of the affairs of the county in his official capacity, and he has 
demonstrated his possession of all those qualities that make for suc- 
cessful public service. 

In 1889 Mr. Carr was married to Mable Ringley, of Rhinelander, 
and six children have been born to them, as follows: Hazel, wife of 
Professor Ellis N. Calef, engaged in educational work in Alma Center, 
Wisconsin; William D. ; Lynne; Lucille; Ivey and Virginia. 

Mr. Carr is a member of the Sons of Veterans, his father having 
served in the Third Wisconsin Volunteer Cavalry as a member of Com- 
pany I during the Civil war, and being a member of the G. A. R. 
for many years. 

William Grant Fitch, for more than thirty-five years connected 
with The National Exchange Bank of Milwaukee in one important 
capacity or another, was born at Belvidere, New Jersey, on August 6, 
1834, and was the son of Daniel Grant Pitchy for many years the 
editor and publisher of the Warren Journal and later of the daily paper 
in Dayton, Ohio. His first Fitch ancestor came from England and 
located at Norwalk, Connecticut, in 1638, and in the family lineage 
were Thomas Fitch, Governor of Connecticut from 1754 to 1T66, and 
Governor William Leete, also of Connecticut. Mr. Fitch was educated 
in the Academy of Belvidere, and removed from his native town to 
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Dayton, Ohio, in the year 1851, where he remained until 1855. In 
that year he came to Milwaukee to take the posdtion of teller of the 
Bank of Milwaukee, now The National Exchange Bank, which institu- 
tion had been chartered in the year previous. In 1859, he was made 
cashier, a position in which he continued until 1888. He came to be 
thoroughly familiar with all the departments of service in the bank, and 
as added responsibility was placed upon him in connection with its 
aflPairs from year to year, he gained a reputation in banking circles for 
able and conservative methods of finance that placed him in front of 
the bankers of the state and gave him a wide influence in the business 
life of the city. In 1888, he was elected vice president of The National 
Exchange Bank, and was succeeded in the position of cashier by his son 
Grant Fitch, who held that office at the time of his father's death in 
1891^ and who is a vice president of the bank, a complete sketch of whose 
career will be found on other pages of this work. In addition to his 
banking interests in which he was known as a veteran, the late Mr. Fitch 
was prominently identified with the Northwestern National Insurance 
Company, from the date of its organization and was, also for many years 
a trustee of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company. 

Mr. Fitch met his death as the result of an accident which occurred 
while a participant in a coaching party on August 2, 1884, when he 
received injuries to his spine from which he never recovered. At that 
time a party of gentlemen were coaching from Lakeside to the country 
residence of B. B. Hopkins, when the coach overturned and the occu- 
pants were thrown to the ground. About 1888 he took several trips 
abroad in the hopes of restoring his former health and vigor, but 
received no permanent benefit from the trip, and never resumed fully 
his active connection with the bank, although he remained first vice 
president of the institution up to the time of his death on February 3, 
1891. 

Mr. Fitch was a prominent member of the Milwaukee Club, and was 
chairman of the Building Committee when the present home of the club 
was erected, and was vice president at the time of his death. 

Mr. Fitch is survived by his widow and two sons — Grant, now vice 
president of The National Exchange Bank, and Lawrence, now vice 
president and secretary-treasurer of the Globe Seamless Tube Company 
of Milwaukee. 

The death of Mr. Fitch elicited many expressions of sorrow and 
institutions with which he had been connected adopted resolutions of 
respect. At a meeting of the board of directors of The National Ex- 
change Bank of Milwaukee, the following resolutions were presented, 
and after appropriate remarks bearing upon the life and services of 
Mr. Fitch were unanimously adopted. 

** Whereas on the third day of February, 1891 A. D., after a linger- 
ing and painful illness, induced by an accident which struck him down 
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while enjoying* ripened and perfect mental and physical vigor, William 
Grant Fitch rested forever from earthly duty and suffering, and 

** Whereas, for more than thirty -five years past, as teller, cashier 
and vice president, he has devoted his services ably and faithfully to the 
bank, therefore be it 

** Resolved that the directors of this bank unite in the sincere expres- 
sion of thdlr admiration and respect for the memory of the late William 
Grant Fitch, so long known to the community, and in an especial man- 
ner to his business associates, the officers and directors of this bank, for 
his great business capacity, his sterling worth, and his faithful devotion 
to the interests entrusted to him, and that for these and his other genial 
and good qualities, as an associate, we lament his loss and cherish his 
memory ; that the secretary of this board transmit a copy of these reso- 
lutions to the family of the deceased, communicating at the same time 
oar deep and sincere sympathy in the bereavement which they have 
sustained." 

A meeting of the clearing house association, of which he was vice 
president at the time* of his death was also held and took action upon 
his loss, as did also the directors of the Northwestern National Insurance 
Company, the trustees of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany, who also met for a similar purpose and passed reeolaticfas of 
respect and sympathy upon the death of their long-time friend and 
business associate. 

Grant Fitch is a son of the late William Grant Fitch, a sketch of 
whose life appears in this volume. He was bom on September 22nd, 
1859, in Milwaukee and has always resided there. He prepared for col- 
lege at the Milwaukee Academy where he was graduated in 1877, enter- 
ing Yale College in the fall of the same year. He was graduated from 
Yale in the class of 1881. In August following his graduation Be 
entered the employ of The National Exchange Bank of Milwaukee and 
has been connected with that institution ever since in various capacities. 
From 1886 to 1888 he was assistant cashier, from 1888 to 1906 cashier 
and since then vice-president. He is a director in the Northwestern 
National Insurance Company, in the bank of which he is now vice- 
president, and in the Nordberg Manufacturing Company. 

Walter C. Owen. The present attorney general of the state of Wis- 
consin is a lawyer of broad experience and thorough ability, has been 
a member of the Wisconsin bar for more than twenty years, and had a 
successful and large general practice until he moved to Madison to 
assume his present duties. While he had served nearly two terms in the 
state senate, Mr. Owen has been first and foremost a lawyer and has 
devoted himself unreservedly and with signal ability to his profession. 
His high standing in the state bar, his work in the senate, and his all 
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around qualifications and popularity as a citizen combined to give him 
one of the most important offices in the commonwealth. In the fall 
election of 1912, fts the Republican candidate, he received 175,535 votes 
against 154,043 for C. A. Eadding, the Democratic candidate, while 
about fifty thousand votes were divided among the Progressive, the 
Social Democratic and the Social Labor candidates. 

Attorney Qeneral Owen is a native of Wisconsin, was born on a 
farm in the town of Trenton, Pierce county, September 26, 1868. Edu- 
cated in the common and high schools of Pierce county, he aspired to 
the legal profession and after a full course was graduated from the 
law department of the University of Wisconsin with the class of 1891. 
His first home and the center of his early practice was at Superior, 
where he was a member of the firm of Crownhart, Owen & Foley. On 
January 1, 1898, he removed to Maiden Rock, Wisconsin, and continued 
his practice in that city for thirteen years. 

His first position in the public service was as assistant city attorney 
at Superior. For a number of years he took an active interest in poli- 
tics, but was not a candidate on any ticket for office until his election 
to the state senate from the tenth district to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of Senator James A. Frear. At that time his election 
came without opposition, and in 1908 he was again elected without 
opposition as his own successor. Mr. Owen believes in fraternal orders 
and is very well known in Masonry and in Knights of Pythias. His 
membership is with Maiden Rock Lodge, A. F. & A. M., which he served 
as Master four terms, in 1903-04-05-06; and belongs to the Durand 
Chapter, R. A. M. He first became a member of the Knights of Pythias 
in Nemadji Lodge No. 44, at Superior, and is a Past Chancellor Com- 
mander of that lodge, from which he later demitted and now belongs to 
Ellsworth Lodge at Ellsworth. He is also affiliated with Hudson Lodge 
No. 640, B. P. 0. E. 

On October 29, 1891, Mr. Owen married Alta L. Otis, who was bom 
at Maiden Rock in Pierce county. They have one daughter, Laures 
Marguerite. 

The parents of Attorney Qeneral Owen were Bradley and Ellen 
(Johnston) Owen, and the family was established in this state during 
the pioneer times. Bradley Owen was bom in New York state in 1833 
and died in 1901 at the age of sixty-eight. His wife died in 1876. They 
were the parents of six children, five sons and one daughter, the attor- 
ney general being second in order of birth. Bradley Owen came to Wis- 
consin with his parents when he was a child, and located a farm in the 
wilderness of Waukesha county, where the son grew to manhood. He 
received his education in the public schools of Waukesha county, and 
subsequently engaged in farming for himself in that county and later 
removed to Trenton township in Pierce county. He was a substantial 

agriculturist, a good neighbor in his community, an upright and honor- 
voi. \^^— 10 
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able man who had useful part to play in the immediate circle of his 
township and home county. For many years he served as a member of 
the county board of Pierce county, and was also chairlhan of the town- 
ship board. While his son has always been a Republican, the father 
allied himself with the Democratic interests. 

Arthur Taylor. The kind of public spirit which constantly plans 
for the community welfare and is prodigal of personal time, energy, 
and means in getting the plans carried out, has been the chief charac- 
teristic of Arthur Taylor's citizenship at Rhinelander. Mr. Taylor is 
one of the most successful of local business men, but the successful man- 
agement of his enterprises has also been accompanied by a constant 
readiness to leave his own interests and work heart and soul for some- 
thing he has thought Rhinelander or Oneida county ought to have. 

Arthur Taylor is proprietor of the Rhinelander Bottling Works, and 
is also president of the Rhinelander Telephone Company, besides con- 
nection with several other local industries and enterprises. His resi- 
dence in Rhinelander dates from 1890, and previous to that time the 
bottling works had been in existence on a very small scale. He bought 
the plant, greatly improved it, erected new buildings, introduced new 
facilities, and gave his energies successfully to extending the trade over 
a large territory which it now supplies. Mr. Taylor came to Rhine- 
lander from Marinette, Wisconsin, where he had lived from 1880 to 
1890. The first years of his experience at Marinette and vicinity were 
spent as a lumberjack, after which he got into the bottling business, 
which has been the foundation of his success. 

An Englishman by birth, Mr. Taylor was bom April 16, 1858, a 
son of Dr. Percival and Eliza (Bradley) Taylor. The father who had 
been educated for and practiced medicine for a number of years moved 
ta Canada in 1867, locating in Montreal, where he followed his profes- 
sion, but later lost heavily in a business venture. After that he moved 
to Chicago, Illinois, where he continued medical practice until his death 
in 1897- His wife died in Chicago in February, 1912, at the advanced 
a^e of eight-seven years. 

Arthur Taylor was with his father in the Muskokee country, and 
remained there until 1879. He then got work as a lumberjack, and was 
in the woods about Marinette until 1885. In that year he and his 
brother Walter Taylor engaged together in the bottling business at Mar- 
inette, and five years later, in 1890, he sold out his interests and moved 
to Rhinelander- Mr. Taylor was in at the organization of the Rhine- 
lander Telephone Company in 1900, and since 1907 has been president 
of this important public utility. He is also president of the Rhine- 
lander Building and Loan Association. 

Turning now to his more important public services, perhaps the one 
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in which he takes the greatest personal satisfaction was his work as 
president of the Oneida County Training School, from 1909 to 1912. 

In 1909 he was acting as president of the Oneida County Board of 
Supervisors, and it was his hobby that the county should have ^ a well 
equipped training school, and as the leader in the movement he became 
first president of the board. It was largely owing to his leadership and 
energy that the school was established in the county. Mr. Taylor was 
also chairman of the building committee for the Oneida county court 
house, one of the finest public structures in northern Wisconsin. The 
erection of the building from beginning to end was an object of his 
special care and attention, and to him more than anyone else is due the 
credit for the building in its present form. He spent much of his own 
money and time in securing the courthouse. Always a Democrat in 
politics Mr. Taylor has been secretary of the Oneida County Democratic 
Committee for fifteen years, and for several years up to 1910 was chair- 
man of the committee. 

In Cheboygan, Michigan, May 3, 1883, Mr. Taylor married Miss 
Mary Eleanora Richardson, who was of Scotch ancestry. Their three 
children are Douglas Arthur, who resides on his father's ranch in Flor- 
ida; Bradley Richardson, and Lloyd Raymond. 

Fraternally the relations of Mr. Taylor are with the Blue Lodge and 
Chapter of Masonry, the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of "Elks, and the Independent Order of Foresters. 

August Cobneuus Larsen, state manager of the Central Life of 
Wisconsin, is a native son of Wisconsin and a scion of the sterling Scan- 
dinavian stock who hail from the land of the Midnight Sun, and who 
have wielded great and worthy influence in the development and up- 
building of this favored commonwealth. 

Mr. Larsen is known as one of the most progressive business men in 
the state and the fact that he is a liberal and public spirited citizen 
makes it consistent that he be recognized in the history of his native 
state. 

A no more fitting example of a man, hewing his own way from the 
simple pastoral life to the head of one of the largest business concerns 
in the state, can be found than in the person of this Idrge-hearted, broad- 
minded, cleancut business man who represents the Central Life Assur- 
ance Society of Des Moines, Iowa ; one of the best Old Line companies 
doing business in the insurance field. Coming to this state but a few 
years ago and writing the first Central Life policy in Wisconsin, he 
set about building up his organization and today he finds himself at the 
head of two hundred men whom he has trained as a high class agency 
organization and has the satisfaction of knowing that his agency has 
passed all other agencies in the state but one in the production of Wis- 
consin business. 
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Mr. Larsen was bom in the town of Wiota, Lafayette county, Wis- 
consin, on the 1st day of October, 1875, and is a son of Charles and 
Dora (Johnson) Larsen, both natives of Norway. The father left his 
native home in the beautiful northland and came to Wisconsin in 1870 
and since that time has been one of the substantial and highly esteemed 
stock growers and agriculturists of Lafayette county. Both he and his 
wife are members of the Lutheran church and his political support has 
been given to the Republican party. Of the eight children bom to them 
the subject of this review was the third in order of birth and of the 
others, four sons and three daughters are now living. 

Fired with the ambition to make something of himself and carve his 
name on the scroll of successful men, the young man left the scene of 
his boyhood days and journeyed to Warren, Illinois, where he entered 
Warren Academy. He finished the course prescribed for him and grad- 
uated with the degree of Bachelor of Didactics. Not content with that 
start he determined to enter still further into the field of knowledge and 
gather from the richness of its fruits, the fragrance of its flowers and 
the purity of its metals that which would give sweetness to his disposi- 
tion and strength and solidity to his character in order that he might be 
better itted when he took up the great battle of life. 

In order to secure funds to promote his education he taught school 
near his old home and became successful along the line of pedagogic 
endeavor. Three years later he entered the preparatory department of 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois, and graduated with honor from 
the normal course. These were hard years for the young man for out- 
side of paying for his education he was supporting a wife and child, he 
having married Miss Delia E. Perry on the 3rd of August, 1898. It 
was a common sight to see the young man doing odd jobs during his 
spare time to add to his little store of worldly goods and obtain enough 
to pay the expenses of himself and family and still have enough left 
to pay his college expenses. It was inspiring also for it furnished an 
example to others of what might be accomplished under great difficulty 
and hardship. 

We next find him at Western College, Toledo, Iowa, (since changed 
to Leander Clark College through a large endowment) where he regis- 
tered as a regular student in the College of Liberal Arts. He graduated 
with honor at the end of the 1903 school year. 

During the years which he spent in college he still felt the heavy 
yoke of financial distress but he never faltered and although the clouds 
were dark on the horizon at times, he kept his face lifted to the light 
and at last saw the day when his sheep-skin was handed to him and the 
realization of his educational dream came to pass. 

As a student Mr. Larsen won the respect of his classmates and the 
esteem of the college faculty, for outside of his work as a student, his 
odd hours of manual labor and the time he necessarily spent in his home 
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he still found time to enter the field of oratory and had the distinction 
of ranking higher as a student orator than any student who had pre- 
ceded him. In the field of debate he was also a factor and many are 
the times when the halls of the old literary society rang as he thundered 
his convictions to the assembled audience. 

**A11 work and no play makes Jack a dull boy/' so Mr. Larsen took 
part in the sports on the athletic field and as long as the rooters on the 
sidelines, during the progress of a collegiate game, could see the thick, 
bushy thatch of the blond Norseman emerge from a pile of football 
players, or circle the diamond on the baseball field or race up and down 
on the basket-ball court, they knew that there was still hope of the bird of 
victory perching upon the cardinal banner. 

When Mr. Larsen turned his face to the future and left the halls 
of education he came back to Wisconsin and allied himself with the 
Central Life of Iowa. Tucking his rate-book next to his heart he cut 
loose in the southern part of the state and in a remarkably short space 
of time he sent in a volume of business that caused the officers of the 
company to recognize him as a producer of extraordinary ability. He 
soon became assistant state manager and worked out of Janesville, Wis- 
consin, but he soon demonstrated that he was to hold no subordinate 
position as far as the agents of the state were concerned and the follow- 
ing year he was appointed state manager with his office at Madison, Wis- 
consin. He at once set about laying the foundation of his agency and 
so well did he labor that he builded better than he knew and to-day Mr. 
Larsen has established an agency that has placed the Central Life sec- 
ond in the production of Wisconsin business, notwithstanding the fact 
many other companies had over thirty years the start of him. From an 
obscure insurance agent fresh from college, ^Ir. Larsen to-day is ranked 
as one of the greatest men in Wisconsin insurance. 

The attributes of his success have been hard and conscientious work 
coupled with square dealing to all. Friendship, loyalty and above all 
a helping hand has builded for Mr. Larsen an agency second to none 
in the large field of the Central Life. Today the Central Life needs no 
introduction to Wisconsin people, for Mr. Larsen and the men whom 
he has trained have done their work well ; they have carried the gospel 
of the Central Life to the four borders of the state and to-day it is a 
household word in the hovels of the poor and the palaces of the rich. 

The trail from the little vine-clad cottage in Wheaton, Illinois, to 
the magnificent residence out at Wingra Park, Madison, Wisconsin, has 
been a long and hard one for the sturdy Norseman but it marks the pas- 
sage of a man along life's journey who knew no such word as fail and 
however dark the way could always see the opening vista of success beck- 
oning him on. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Larsen have been bom two children, Ralph and 
Lucile, and if one would find the exemplification of true home life fraught 
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with the sunshine of happiness let him visit Mr. Larsen at Madison, 
Wisconsin. He will meet you at the station in his large six-cylinder 
Chalmers and drive you out to one of the most beautiful homes in the 
city. He will introduce you to his wife, the sweet and kindly w6man 
who stood so nobly by him during his dark days and with his jovial 
spirit he will entertain you in a way that will convince you that the true 
fraternal spirit and brotherly love of mankind is best found in those 
who have known the scars of battle, who have come up from the ranks 
through the merit of their own eflforts to enjoy the fruits of hard-won 
victory. 

Mr. Larsen 's kindly nature and his attitude toward his fellow man 
may be best expressed as we quote a verse of one of his favorite poems — 
*'Let me live in a house by the side of the road 

Where the race of men go by; 

They are good, they are bad, they are weak, 

They are strong, wise, foolish, so am I. 

Then why should I sit in the scorner's seat 

Or hurl the cynic's ban; 

Let me live in a house by the side of the road 

And be a friend to man." 

J. L. Wakefield, treasurer and general manager of the Standard 
Mercantile Company, Tomahawk, Wisconsin, has been actively identi- 
fied for fourteen years with the commercial and industrial interests of 
the community in which he has made his home. Since Mr. Wakefield 
assumed executive direction, in 1900, of the Tomahawk mercantile insti- 
tution, the policy of which he still directs, the business h§s expanded 
until it has become the largest in Lincoln county. 

Mr. Wakefield, a native of Rhode Island, was first associated with 
the western mercantile trade as the founder of a retail business in Litch- 
field, Minnesota, which he successfully conducted for five years, and 
while still a young man, became associated with a publishing business 
in Minneapolis. Later, he was connected with a Northwest wholesale 
dry goods house. 

In January, 1900, Mr. Wakefield left St. Paul to become associated 
with the late W. H. Bradley in the management of the Standard Mer- 
cantile Company's wholesale and retail department store. The ^* Stand- 
ard," as the business is familiarly known, was then one of the most 
promising industries established by Mr. Bradley, for years a leading 
lumberman of Northern Wisconsin. Mr. Wakefield at once assumed the 
office of vice-president ; later, at his own request, he was made treasurer 
and since his first connection, has acted as active manager of the con- 
cern which was incorporated in 1892. 

During the latter years of Mr. Bradley's life and after his death 
in 1903, practically entire control of the ** Standard'' has been exer- 
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cised by Mr. Wakefield. At the period of his first association, the busi- 
ness was hardly out of its infancy. It has developed under his direction 
to its present magnitude and is known as one > of the most influential 
concerns in the upper Wisconsin river valley. 

In the fall of 1911, Mr. Wakefield reorganized the company, which 
had been largely financed by out-of-town capital and, on January 1, 
1912, he, with other Tomahawk men, took over the business, giving 
employees opportunity to buy shares on very favorable terms. 

The retail business of the **^tandard'' is housed in a large building 
of pressed brick, a **Made-in-Tomahawk" product which has a frontage 
of 100 feet with a depth of 142 feet. Beneath the building, which is 
equipped with modern show windows on two sides, is a basement of 
equal size, which adds greatly to the salesroom and storage facilities of 
the store. In the rear, the building formerly used by the ** Standard" 
as its store home, but outgrown in 1902, is utilised as an annex and 
additional stock room. This structure in the fall season, houses the 
** Standard's Annual Fruit and Vegetable Exhibit'' — an agricultural 
exhibit which has assumed the importance of a small county fair. Four 
large warehouses with sidetrack facilities are also occupied by the 
''Standard." 

The establishment itself, embodying the features of a metropolitan 
department store, is modem in its appointments and carries a more 
comprehensive stock than retail stores in cities many times the size of 
Tomahawk; Under distinct departmental arrangement, dry-goods, 
ladies' ready-to-wear, shoes, men's furnishings, clothing, furniture, 
drugs, stationery, toys, and a complete grocery, flour and feed stocks 
are* handled. In spite of its size, the business has proved readily adapt- 
able to the relatively small city of its location. Through the transi- 
tional period from lumbering to agricultural and industrial activities 
experienced by its trade territory, the ** Standard" has been notably 
successful. 

Mr. Wakefield, intimately connected with the growth of his business, 
always has been associated with Tomahawk's municipal affairs, although 
he has never been active in politics. He is a member of the Congrega- 
tional church and for several years has acted as a member of the Toma- 
hawk Board of Education and as president of the Tomahawk Public 
Library Board, which he was active in organizing. 

Before her marriage Mrs. Wakefield was Miss Carrie A. McConnell, 
of Red Wing, Minnesota. Henry Lawrence Wakefield, Mr. Wakefield's 
eldest son, is associated with his father as assistant manager and advertis- 
ing man of the Standard Mercantile Company. A younger son, Earle 
M. Wakefield, is associate editor of the Grand Bapids Furniture Record 
Company, publishers of furniture trade journals at Grand Rapids, 
Mich. 
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SiG Heineman. In 1871 there emigrated to the United States from 
the fatherland a poor Qerman youth, Sig Heineman, whose only capital 
consisted of a sturdy heart, a willing spirit, and an unconquerable ambi- 
tion. Nine years later found him the proprietor of a little general store 
in what was then the hamlet of Jenny, Wisconsin. When he died on 
November 26th, 1913, there was probably no better known figure in 
lumber and banking circles in the state. A man of remarkable business 
capacity, with a wonderfully systematic mind and a great quickness of 
perception, his promdtion to increasing, responsibilities had been rapid, 
so that he became the controlling force and directing head of some of 
the most extensive industries of the state. 

Sig Heineman was bom in Grermany, October 18, 1852, a son of 
Samuel and Yetta Heineman. He received only a common school edu- 
cation in his native land, where he lived until a little past eighteen years 
of age. For many years America and her business opportunities have 
been well advertised in other lands, and the people in every country on 
the globe have come hither to take advantage of such opportunities. 
While a welcome has been extended to all, and a large degree of personal 
freedom assured them, it has been the solid, thrifty Qerman who has 
been most acceptable, for in a large majority of cases, he has come 
already prepared for self-support, and with aspirations that include the 
founding of a home and the assuming of the responsibilities of citizen- 
ship. 

Sig Heineman as a boy knew of America in this light, and his 
determination to cross the ocean and avail himself of the advantages 
of the new world proved the turning point in his career. After landing 
in New York City, he at once came west and located in Wisconsin. ' He 
soon secured employment in general stores of Appleton, and being indus- 
trious and thrifty carefully saved his earnings with the goal ever in 
mind of becoming the proprietor of an establishment of his own. This 
ambition was realized in 1880, when he came to the village of Jenny, 
and opened a small general store. In 1881, the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railroad pushed its lines through to this point, on the Wiscon- 
sin Valley Division, and the same year the name of the •village was 
changed to Merrill, in honor of Manager Merrill of the railroad. His 
little business grew in importance with the town, and had assumed large 
proportions when he disposed of it in 1890 to the late David Livingston. 
In 1892, Mr. Heineman was instrumental in the organization of what 
was then known as the National Bank of Merrill, of which he became 
president. In 1912 the name was changed to the Citizens National 
Bank, with a capital stock of one hundred thousand dollars and the only 
national bank in the city. He continued until his death as the directing 
head of that institution, and his wise and judicious management made 
him widely known in banking circles throughout the northern part of 
the state. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2289 

It was in the lumber business perhaps that he became best known 
and was most fortunate. His connection with that industry began in 
1893, when he formed a partnership with (Jeorge E. Foster, and so 
closely was he thereafter identifi«d with lumbering that for several 
years before his death he was considered a lumber king in the Wisconsin 
valley. His three brothers, Benjamin, Solomon and Nathan Heineman, 
are also prominent in banking, lumbering and mercantile circles. In 
addition to the presidency of the Citizens National Bank of Merrill, the 
late Mr. Heineman was president of the Heineman Lumber Company of 
Merrill, a concern which operated a large saw mill plant that was estab- 
lished in 1912, after the old mill at Heineman, Wisconsin, was destroyed 
by fire. He was president of the Wisconsin Dairy Land Company, a 
large corporation selling farm lands throughout Wisconsin, but prin- 
cipally in Lincoln and Langlade counties. That company has offices 
both in Merrill and in Chicago. He was also an officer and director in 
the Hemlock Lumber Company, the Hardwood Land Company, the 
Evansville Sash & Door Company, and the Land and Loan Company. 
In his youth Sig Heineman was reared to habits of industry, perseverance 
and honorable dealings, and these, combined with his great capacity 
for organization, were the qualities through which he won his way to a 
well earned success. 

Mr. Heineman 's wife, to whom he was married in Appleton in 1879, 
was formerly Mrs. Tena Strasser of that city. Their four children are : 
Harry, Estelle, Edgar, and Mae. While his extensive enterprises kept 
him exceedingly busy, Mr. Heineman always found time to interest him- 
self in all movements for the public welfare, and he was not incjiflferent 
to the amenities of life, having been a popular member in the local 
lodges of the Masons, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

Sixty-one at the time of his death, he had accomplished by the 
superlative qualities of his energy and character, a success such as few 
American-born and well advantaged youths can expect. His name and 
achievements remain to do him lasting honor. 

Henry R. Ishebwood. One of Wisconsin's enterprising and pro- 
gressive business men, Henry R. Isherwood, has been a resident of the 
Badger state all his life, and from the commencement of his active busi- 
ness career has been identified with the lumber trade. Commencing in 
a humble position, he has mastered its many details, and although still a 
young man has attained a commanding position among the energetic 
dealers of his state, and is able to hold it amid the strong competition 
which increasing capital and trade have brought to his section. His 
rise to the general management of the Sawyer Lumber Company at 
Sawyer has been due to his energetic character and business capacity, 
for he began life with but ordinary educational advantages, and was 
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granted neither pecuniary assistance nor the aid of family or other favor- 
ing influence. In the last five or six years he has built up the largest 
lumber business in what is known as the Door Comity peninsula. His 
own individuality and enei^ have i)een the largest factors in this suc- 
cess, but it is also due in part to the system and methods which square 
with progressive business in any field and imder all conditions. 

Mr. Isherwood is a product of the farm, having been bom on his 
father's homestead at Plover, Portage county, Wisconsin, not far from 
Stevens Point, May 10, 1881, and is a son of James and Almirett (Tay- 
lor) Isherwood. His father was a native of England and in early man- 
hood emigrated to the United States, spending several years in the east, 
where he was married. Seeking a field in which to earn a competence and 
establish a home, he struck out for the west and became one of the pio- 
neers of Portage county, where he developed a farm from the timber and 
spent the rest of his life in agricultural pursuits. He died after having 
passed forty-four years on the same property. He and his wife were^ 
the parents of four sons and three dau^ters, nearly all of whom 'are 
now prominently identified with the agricultural interests of Portage 
county. 

The youngest of his parents' children, Henry R. Isherwood, passed 
his boyhood on the old home farm, where he assisted in tilling the soil 
in the summer seasons and in the winter months prosecuted his studies 
in the district school. He subsequently entered the business college at 
Stevens Point, and on the completion of his course went to Plainfield, 
Wisconsin, where he became bookkeeper for Ingle & Anders, dealers 
in lumber and farm produce. During the five years he remained with 
this concern, Mr. Isherwood devoted himself assiduously to a close study 
of all the details of the business. When he left he secured a position as 
manager of a retail lumbet* yard at Deerfield, Wisconsin, for the Brit- 
tingham & Hixon Lumber Company of Madison, a position in which he 
continued for two years. 

Mr. Isherwood came to Sawyer in August, 1907, and assumed his 
duties as manager for the Sawyer Lumber Company, a branch of the 
Sawyer Goodman Company of Marinette. Two years later this com- 
pany was made a separate corporation. The capital of the firm was 
placed at forty thousand dollars, with the following officers in charge : 
R. F. Goodman, president; R. B. Goodman, vice president; Charles A. 
Goodman, secretary and treasurer; and H. R. Isherwood, general man- 
ager. The company trade-mark **One Piece or a Load'' has become 
familiar all over that part of Wisconsin, while one of the office mottoes, 
**If you are not satisfied we are not," gives an idea of the manner in 
which the firm is endeavoring to do business. Both methods and mer- 
chandise have been right, otherwise the remarkable growth of the enter- 
prise would not have been possible. The products handled include a 
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general line of lumber, milled goods of all kinds, cements and plasters, 
brick and tile, and various lines of building specialties. 

When Mr. Isherwood took over the management, the business was 
one of modest proportions, with a trade of decidedly limited scope. 
To-day it stands practically supreme in its class in its territory, which 
is constantly being extended. Besides the main plant at Sawyer there 
are branches at Forestville, Algoma and Gasco, all of whicE are doing a 
thriving trade. Much of the credit for this great growth and develop- 
ment must be given to Mr. Isherwood 's business judgment, foresight 
and acumen, his thorough knowledge of his merchandise, and his ability 
to recognize opportunities and make the most of them. He has pro- 
ceeded on the policy that he should consider his customers' interests his 
own, and has introduced what is known as ** Sawyer service." A consid- 
erable portion of the oflSce building is devoted to the service department. 
A large and comfortable room is set apart, more as a public reference 
room for prospective builders than as private business quarters, and 
inquirers have the same privileges there and are under no more restric- 
tions as to patronage than they would be in a public library. A well 
selected library is maintained, furnishing information, plans and sam- 
ples of material for every construction, from a modem residence to a 
chicken-coop. This service and the facilities of Mr. Isherwood and 
others in the oflSce are free, and they have undoubtedly been import- 
ant factors in the upbuilding of the business, since people have come to 
realize that they get more than the actual goods they purchase from 
the company. Mr. Isherwood has taken pains to put himself in the 
purchaser's place, and at the same time affords his broad experience 
and the facilities of a large company to every customer. One special 
line of his enterprise has been the construction of silos. He has made a 
study of this distinctly modem feature of every progressive farm, and 
has designed and patented the **Kno Freez Silo," which are of a con- 
struction insuring the contents against frost, and which are particularly 
serviceable because the plans enable any farmer with ordinary ability 
in handling a saw and hammer to construct one from material that can 
be obtained from the nearest lumber yard. These silos have come into 
general favor, and from sales to farmers in 1911 of only two, and in 1912 
of three, the sales of 1913 were twenty-eight, besides the sale of many 
plans to other dealers. Mr. Isherwood has the faculty, regarded as 
fundamental for the modern successful business man, of originating 
practical ideas, and his silo is only one of these. He originated and put 
in practice the service department already briefly described, and it has 
a special distinction as being the first of its kind introduced in connec- 
tion with a retail lumber yard. 

While the greater part of his attention is devoted to the lumber 
trade, Mr. Isherwood has also branched out into other lines, and is 
treasurer of the Idlewild Inn Company, originating one of the well 
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known summer resorts on Green Bay, fast becoming popular with visitors 
from all over the country. He is president of the Community Develop- 
ment Club of Sawyer, an organization of representative business and 
professional men, associated for **A Greater Sawyer." He is also secre- 
tary of the People's Hospital and is a member of the Library Board. In 
these and other relations he has shown himself public-spirited in a high 
degree, and no movement of an important nature in his community is 
considered complete unless it has gained his co-operation and support. 
M^. Isher wood's residence, in the Fourth ward. Sturgeon Bay, is one 
of the handsome structures of that part of the city. His arduous busi- 
ness and public duties have left him but little time for recreation, yet 
he enjoys the companionship of his fellows, and is a popular member of 
the Masonic blue lodge at Plainfield and of the Chapter and council of 
that fraternity at Sturgeon Bay. His religious connection is with the 
Methodist Episcopal church. On September 21, 1904, Mr. Isherwood 
married Miss Anna May Fay, of Plainfield, a daughter of C. J. Fay, for 
many years connected with the Soo Line. Two children have been bom 
to this union : Henry Fay and Robert James. 

J. E. McMuLLEN. One of the oldest practicing attorneys of northern 
Wisconsin is J. E. McMullen of Chilton in Calument county. Admit- 
ted to the bar forty-five years ago, he at once began practice in Chilton, 
and he has had more than a mere membership on the roll of local attor- 
neys, having looked after a large and complicated law business for many 
years, and also having enjoyed ofiScial honors within the scope of his 
profession. 

J. E. McMullen was bom October 7, 1843, at Kingston, in the Prov- 
ince of Ontario, and was one of eight children who came with their 
parents, William V. and Mary (Nugent) McMullen, to the United 
States in 1855. His father and Henry B. Nugent, his uncle, built the 
first sawmill at Brillion, Wisconsin, where he bought a farm and resided 
on it until his death in 1861. 

Mr. McMullen grew up on a farm, attending the district schools, and 
finishing his education in the University of Wisconsin and the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. He graduated from the law department of the latter 
institution in 1868, and in the same year was admitted to practice in 
both the state and federal courts, and opened his ofiSce at Chilton in 
Calumet counly. For ten years he held the oflSce of district attorney, 
and was the third man to be elected mayor of Chilton. A staunch Dem- 
ocrat, he has been a delegate to most of the state conventions since 1870, 
was an alternate delegate to the second convention which nominated 
Grover Cleveland, also to the St. Louis Convention, and delegate to the 
Democratic Convention at Denver. In state politics he has long been 
considered one of the leading men of his party. He served as a member 
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of the state senate from 1895 to 1899 and was the Democratic nominee 
for congress of the Eighth Congressional District in 1906. 

Mr. McMullen enlisted in the army when he was sixteen years of 
age, it being his desire to fight for the union at the beginning of the 
war. He was not accepted, and in 1863 again enlisted, this time in Com- 
pany D of the Fortieth Wisconsin Infantry. He served until the close 
of that year, when he received his honorable discharge. When he went 
into the army he was a student in the University of Wisconsin and his 
company was recruited from among the college students. Mr. McMullen 
aflaiiates with the Grand Army of the Republic, in Wisconsin, with 
Lodge No. 154, A. F. & A. M., and with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He was one 
of the organizers of the Wisconsin State Bar Association, and has ever 
since been an active member. 

On January 23, 1871, he married Miss Clara Ebert, a daughter of 
David and Clotilde Ebert, who were among the early settlers of Calu- 
met county. Seven children were bom to their marriage, five of whom 
are now living. 

John J. Wood, Jr. In Green Lake county for thirty years there has 
been no abler attorney than John J. Wood, Jr., of Berlin. His successes 
have been all worthily won, he has built up a large and prosperous prac- 
tice through solid ability and legal acumen, and has again and again 
stepped aside from his profession to serve his community with disinter- 
ested devotion to the public welfare. Having spent all his life here, and 
a member of an old family of the state, he is a loyal citizen of Wiscon- 
sin, and represents many of the finest qualities in its citizenship. 

John J. Wood, Jr., was bom February 13, 1859. Few Americans can 
trace their ancestry in direct line to an earlier time in the colonization 
of the country than Mr. Wood. He is in the eighth generation from the 
original founder of the family in this country, and many of both the 
earlier and later bearers of the name have been prominent and have 
served with distinction in public affairs. The interesting genealogy of 
this family is briefly sketched in the following paragraphs : 

Henry Wood (1), the founder of the family, was bora in 1615 and 
died in 1670. In 1644 he married Abigail Jenney, a daughter of John 
Jenney, one of the assistant governors of Plymouth colony, who came 
to America in 1623. In 1635 Henry Wood immigrated from England 
in the ship Assurance, and was probably a son of Henry Wood, who was 
a trustee of the Pilgrims Church of Ley den, Holland. Henry "^^ood (1) 
moved to Plymouth before 1649, and to Middleboro about 1655. The chil- 
dren of Henry and Abigail were Samuel, John, David, Joseph, Benja- 
min, Abiel, James, Sarah, Abigail, Susannah and Mary. 

James Wood (2), son of Henry, April 12, 1693, married Experience 
Fuller, a granddaughter of Dr. Fuller, who was physician in charge of 



Digitized by 



Google 



2294 HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 

the Mayflower passengers. Her father was pastor of the Middleboro 
church. The children of James and Experience were Barnabas, Benja- 
min, Abel, Lydia, and Jonathan. 

Jonathan Wood (3) was married January 13, 1725, to Persis Rob- 
bins, a daughter of Nicholas Bobbins, one of the original proprietors 
of Bridgewater, Massachusetts. Their children were Jonathan, Jeddiah, 
Elizabeth, and James (4). 

James Wood (4), son of Jonathan, was bom March 12, 1731, and 
in 1764 married Achsah Phinney. Their children were Ichabod, Jon- 
athan (5), Solomon, Sylvanus, Mary, Enoch, Joseph and Benjamin. 

Jonathan Wood (5), son of James, married Elizabeth Bolton. He 
invested in land at Moorefield, in Harrison county, Ohio, and spent 
much of his later life there, though most of his children were born at 
Hartford in Washington county, New York. His children were: Jon- 
athan Wood (6), Ann Wood Cowan, Achsah Wood, Martha Wood, 
Betsey Wood, Adolphus.Wood^ Sylvanus, and Eliza (Wood) Howard. 
Jonathan (5) and his father James (4) were both soldiers in the Revo- 
lutionary War, serving in the Continental army, and both fought at the 
battle of Brandy wine. Jonathan (5), directly after the Revolution 
became one of the first settlers in Hartford, New York, was elected one 
of the commissioners of highways, was supervisor and justice of the 
peace and performed all his civic obligations with efficiency and credit. 

Jonathan Wood (6), the grandfather of the Wisconsin attorney, 
was bom October 10, 1792, in Hartford, Washington county, New 
York. He married Lucy R. Murrell, a daughter of William Murrell, 
who was impressed into the British Army service when a boy, accom- 
panied the British troops to America, and was among the forces sur- 
rendered to the Colonial army at Stillwater. Later he entered the 
Colonial service and served during the closing years of the Revolution. 
Grandfather Jonathan Wood was a schoolmaster, and afterward fol- 
lowed the trade of millwright. For some time he conducted a mill at 
Moorefield, Ohio, and lived on a farm near Qnadenhutten and also 
near Port Washington, Ohio. At these two places were reared his 
children. On the Tuscarawas river, about one mile and a half down 
the stream from Port Washington, he built a mill, and constructed a 
dam across the stream, but the floods carried it away. That site is 
still called Wood's Dam. With his family Grandfather Wood moved out 
to Wisconsin, but first located at Waukegan about 1849. In 1850 he 
settled at Neshkoro, and also lived for a time at Richford, in Wau- 
shara county. His de^th occurred at Neshkoro, February 8, 1860. He 
and his son built several mills at Watertown, Richford, and Neshkoro. 

The children of Jonathan and Lucy R. Wood were as follows: 
Sarah Elizabeth, born January 14, 1821, in Butler county, Ohio, married 
Moses Gates in May, 1848, and died at Burlington, Iowa, in 1851; 
Jane M. Wood, born October 22, 1822, in Butler county, Ohio, married 
William Ames on November 1, 1866, and died December 23, 1901, hav- 
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ing been a resident at Watertown, Wisconsin; John Jay (7), of Berlin; 
Cordelia, bom October 12, 1826, in Harrison county, Ohio, died at 
Port Washington March 19, 1838; Mary, born November 30, 1832, in 
Guernsey county, Ohio, died July 14, 1836, at Port Washington, Ohio. 

John J. Wood (7), born May 16, 1824, at Venice, in Butler county, 
Ohio. He married Joanna Sanders on July 4, 1854, at Marion, Waushara 
county, Wisconsin. Joanna Sanders was bom January 22, 1832, at Ash- 
ford, in Cattaraugus county. New York, and died at Neshkoro, October 
29, 1865. Her father was James Sanders, bom in 1798 at Deerfield, 
Massachusetts, and died November 10, 1876, at Waukau, Wisconsin. His 
father was Nathan Sanders, born at Deerfield, Massachusetts, about 1776, 
of Scotch and English stock. John J. Wood (7), was reared in Tusca- 
rawus county, Ohio, and engaged in milling, and mill construction. In 
1849 he located in Waukegan, 111., and after a short while moved to a 
farm at Neshkoro, Wisconsin, where he was engaged in farming for a 
number of years. The children of John J. Wood (7) and wife were: 
Lucy Ann Wilcox married Dayton E. Wilcox, now deceased, of Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin and their children are William J., Carrie Edna, 
Margaret L., and Florence E.; Emma Jane, bom May 21, 1857, and 
drowned July 11, 1866 ; Chester, born October 28, 1862, died December 12, 
1862; John Jay Wood (8) ; Mary E., wife of William H. Lang, of Apple- 
ton, Minnesota (their children are John J., Harry W., Lela May, and 
William Reed) ; Carrie Belle is the wife of Creorge B. Heaney, an attorney 
of Berlin, who has one child, Harry John, born July 9, 1905 ; Edwin 
Sanders Wood, bom September 9, 1865, died January 22, 1895, at St. 
Cloud, Minnesota. He left a son, John Chester Wood, now of Evans- 
ton, 111. 

John J. Wood, Jr. (8), was bom February 13, 1859, and received 
his early education in the common schools of Marquette, Waushara and 
Green Lake counties, and in the high school of Berlin. In 1874, at the 
age of twenty, he took up the study of law in the office of R. L. D. Potter 
of Wautoma, Wisconsin. He also studied law in the office of John C. 
Truesdell, a prominent attorney of Berlin, and one of the leading mem- 
bers of the bar of Wisconsin. His study of law was interrupted by the 
necessity of providing for his own living, and for three years he was 
engaged in teaching school. On September 21, 1880, he was admitted to 
practice, and his first experience as a licensed lawyer during 1880-81 
was in the office of George P. Knowles of Fond du Lac. In January, 
1882, he established his office at Berlin, and began a career which has 
led to professional success and a large degree of usefulness as a citizen. 

Mr. Wood served two terms as mayor of Berlin, from December 
1893, to April, 1897. He has held various offices, such as city attorney, 
school commissioner and supervisor. During his administration as mayor 
one of several important local improvements was the construction of the 
city water works at Berlin. Since May, 1898, Mr. Wood has served as 
a water commissioner. Fraternally he is a Mason and he is also a mem- 
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ber of the Congregational church. As a member of the State Historical 
Society he is interested in local history, and has contributed several 
articles relative thereto. 

Mr. Wood believes in the doctrine of the Democratic parly. For 
more than a quarter of a century he has served as chairman of the 
Democratic County Central Committee in his county. He was twice a 
candidate for congress from his district, and was a delegate to the 
National Democratic Convention in 1896 at Chicago. 

On February 15, 1887, Mr. Wood married Hattie E. Ottaway, a 
daughter of Edward Ottaway, who was a native of Kent county, Eng- 
land. Four children have been bom to their union, namely: Ella 
Lucile, bom June 17, 1889, and now a teacher in the Oshkosh high 
school ; Annabel, born February 18, 1892, and a student in the Milwau- 
kee Downer College ; John J., who was bom in 1894 and died in 1896 ; 
and Norman Edward Wood (9), born February 5, 1899, and now attend- 
ing high school. 

Jerome 0. Paddock. One of the old insurance men of .Wisconsin, 
having first entered the field as an agent in 1868, Jerome 0. Paddock 
is one of the pioneers in the United States in the department of health 
insurance. When he took charge of the company, of which the present 
Time Insurance is the successor, in 1896, there were only four health 
insurance companies in the United States, and he was one of the four 
pioneers at the head of such companies who have laid the foundations 
for the large business in that branch of insurance which have since 
growri up. 

Jerome 0. Paddock was bom in Essex county, New York, on Friday, 
July 13, 1844, a son of Ezekiel and Eliza (Sykes) Paddock. His father 
was born in Dorset, Vermont, in 1798, and belonged to Revolutionary 
stock. The Paddock family was established in this country from Eng- 
land in 1669, in Salem, Massachusetts. The mother was of Scotch and 
English descent, and was bom in Essex county. New York, where she 
was married. The father died at Racine, Wisconsin, in 1868, and the 
mother followed him in 1874. In 1846 the family left Essex county. 
New York, locating in Delavan, Wisconsin, in 1846, and lived there 
fifteen years. In 1861 they moved to Racine, where the parents lived 
until their death. There were two sons in the family, the older having 
been D. 0. Paddock who died in Racine in 1885, having been a marble 
dealer and also master of Racine Lodge No. 18, A. F. & A. M. 

Jerome 0. Paddock received his education at Darien, in Walworth 
county, and at Racine, graduating from the Racine high school with the 
class of 1863. His practical introduction to life was as a school teacher, 
an occupation which he followed for two years. In 1868 Mr. Paddock 
entered the insurance field with Eldad Smith, an old-timer in Racine, 
and former postmaster, now deceased. The firm was known as Smith 
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& Paddock in general insurance. Mr. Paddock continued with Mr. 
Smith for about three years and was alone after that for another three 
years. Later he was with the Travelers of Hartford as special agent 
for five years. He was next superintendent of agents for the Metropol- 
itan Accident Company for eight years, during which time he was 
located in Chicago. That experience was followed by connection with 
other accident companies, the Northwestern Benevolent, of Duluth, a 
concern that has since gone out of existence. During the two years 
with that company Mr. Paddock was at Duluth, and then in the winter 
of 1896 moved to LaCrosse, where he took charge of the LaCrosse Mu- 
tual Aid Association, since reorganized under the present Time Insur- 
ance Company. He continued with the LaCrosse Mutual Association 
until 1900, in which year he moved the headquarters of the company to 
Milwaukee, and the name was then changed to the Time Indemnity Com- 
pany. This name was continued* until March, 1910, at which time the 
Time Insurance Company was incorporated as a stock company under 
its present title. In each change the new company has succeeded to 
all the business and the responsibilities of the old, so that as a matter of 
fact the Time Insurance Company dates back to a point beyond the 
establishment of any other company occupying this particular field in 
the state of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Paddock has been manager of tj;ie company from its incorpora- ^ 
tion, and has managed the affairs of the business since 1896, a period of 
seventeen years. Mr. Paddock is just the man for his present position, 
has a kindly and generous disposition, a faculty for making friends, 
and at the same time exceptional qualifications as an organizer and 
executive. He is one of the most popular insurance men in the entire 
«tate. 

Mr. Paddock is affiliated with the Masonic Order, with Damascus 
Lodge No. 290 A. F. & A. M. and with the Knight Templar Com- 
mandery. He is also a member of the Merchants & Manufacturers Asso- 
<;iation of Milwaukee. On June 18, 1868, he married Miss Nelsona Nor- 
ton, of Burlington, Wisconsin. She died in Racine, in 1881. On June 
30, 1898, Mr. Paddock was married at LaCrosse to Mrs. A. P. Moflfat, for- 
merly Anna Glass, of Racine. By the first marriage were five children, 
four of whom are now living, namely : J. O. Paddock, Jr., who is Mil- 
waukee representative for the Hibbard, Spencer & Bartlett Wholesale 
House of Chicago; George is deceased; B. B. Paddock is a resident of 
Los Angeles, California; Paul is representative of Holdredge, Nebraska, 
for the Simmonds Hardware Company; Mrs. C. G. Craphagen resides 
in Duluth, Minnesota, her husband being vice president of the Time 
Insurance Company, and also manager of Dun's Agency for the Duluth 
district. All the children were bom in Racine except Paul, who was 
bom in St. Paul, Minnesota. The family residence is at 2515 Grand 
:avenue in Milwaukee. 

ToLVm— 11 
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The ** Pioneer Company in health and accident insurance" is not 
an empty distinction as applied to the Time Insurance Company of 
Milwaukee, of which Mr. J. 0. Paddock is president and has been since 
the incorporation of the present company. The Time Insurance Com- 
pany is not only the oldest insurance company in its particular field in 
Wisconsin, but is also the largest, measured in the total amount of aU 
premiums received for personal health and accident insurance. Ac- 
cording to a recent official statement from the insurance department 
of the state for 1912, the Time Insurance Company made a showing on 
total premiums of approximately $164,000.00 as against $104,000.00 
collected by its nearest competitor in the field. The company collects 
more than four times the premium in Wisconsin of any other company 
selling insurance on the monthly plan. Another feature is that this is 
the first exclusive accident and health company organized on the stock 
plan in Wisconsin. The Time Insurance Company collects one-fifth the 
total premiums paid to about fifty companies doing personal accident 
and personal health insurance in Wisconsin. In insurance circles of 
Wisconsin, the standing of the Time Company is well-known, and these 
different features are mentioned merely to indicate the undoubted pre- 
eminence of the company in its special field of insurance. 

As to some of the important features of the company's manner of 
dealing with its patrons, a recent official report from a special examiner 
to the commissioner of insurance for the state, calls attention to the 
following points: **that most of the claims are settled by agreement 
without final proof as soon as the preliminary report of the physician 
or surgeon is returned to the company's office; that with few excep- 
tions settlements are promptly made upon receiving final proof, and in 
accordance with the strict letter of the contract ; that in the settlement 
of death claims, after proper evidence ^that the* policyholder had vio- 
lated no condition of the contract and proper certificates 'of death were 
filed, the settlements were promptly made. The company issues a simple 
and straightforward policy that covers the insured as he expects to 
be covered, and in such a manner that the settlement of every claim 
is unaccompanied by any disappointment. Its accident policies take 
effect on delivery of the policy, and indemnity is paid for twenty-four 
months, while in the health insurance policies they go into effect thirty 
days after the date of the policy, and an important feature is that this 
is the only stock company that has always paid indemnity for the first 
week's illness, without extra charge.'' 

The officers of the Time Insurance Company, whose home offices are 
in the Qermania Building at Milwaukee, are: J. 0. Paddock, presi- 
dent and general manager; C. G. Traphagen, vice president; Emil Gil- 
johann, secretary, treasurer, and assistant general manager ; J. J. Tague, 
assistant secretary and treasurer, and also manager of the agencies and 
claims departments. That the business of the Time Insurance Company 
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js growing and mounting upward with a healthy progress is indicated 
by the fact that the premium receipts for 1912 show an increase of 
thirty-four per cent over those for 1911. 

J. Henby Bennett. One of the ablest members of the Vernon 
county bar, where he has practiced with success and served the com- 
munity ably and with disinterested sincerity since 1895, is John Henry 
Bennett, of Viroqua. He is a native of Vernon county, and since his 
admission to thie bar has gained a high place in the profession in this 
state. 

Mr. Bennett was elected district attorney in 1898, in 1900 and 1902, 
and at the end of his last term in 1904 declined to accept further nomi- 
nation or election for that oflSce. However, in 1906 he was again elected 
and was re-elected in 1908 and 1910. In August, 1913, Governor Mc- 
Qovem appointed him District Attorney to serve until 1915. Mr. Ben- 
nett has also served as City Attorney of the City of Viroqua. 

For a number of years he has been identified as counsel on one side 
or another with nearly all the important litigation originating in or 
tried in the Vernon county courts. In 1906 he was attorney for the 
legislative investigating committee which investigated the State Uni- 
versity, and served with ability and fairness to the satisfaction of friends 
and foes of University management. For a number of years he has 
served as secretary of the Republican county committee, and as such 
had active charge of the campaigns of his party in Vernon county. He 
is a studious and vigorous lawyer and an effective public speaker. He 
belongs to the progressive ranks of the Republican party, and through 
his own influence and example has done much to maintain higher 
standards of political thought and action in his part of the state. 

Mr. Bennett is also a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Wisconsin State Bar Association, the Vernon County Bar Association, 
and the American Society of Criminal Law and Criminology. His 
interests outside of the law are well indicated by his membership in the 
American Poultry Association, and in certain British Fanciers' Clubs. 
Fraternally he is afSliated with the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, the Modem Woodmen of America, the Mystic Workers, and 
other secret societies. Mr. Bennett is a man of family, having a wife 
and four children. 

Hon. Henry F. Hagemeister. From early manhood, Henry Franz 
Hagemeister has been a decided factor in* the business world of Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, and has made substantial progress through the judi- 
cious utilization of hi^ opportunities, through careful investment and 
through indefatigable energy. A man of widespread interests in com- 
mercial, industrial, financial and agricultural circles, he has yet found 
time to contribute to his community's material advancement and has 
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been accorded public honors in recognition of his patriotic and public-, 
spirited citizenship. He was bom in the city of Green Bay, November 
18, 1855, and is a son of Franz H. and Barbara (Martin) Hagemeister. 

Although they were both bom in (Jermany, Pranz and Barbara 
Hagemeister had to cross the Atlantic before they met. The father came 
to the United States as a poor Gterman emigrant youth, with little capi- 
tal save an earnest determination to succeed, and a short time after 
serving in Wisconsin secured employment with old Jacob Nunemaker, 
a pioneer meat merchant of Milwaukee, and later, with a partner, 
embarked in the same line of business in a small way, at a small place 
known as Qreen Bay. The partners were able to save a little money, 
with which they intended buying cattle, but Mr. Hagemeister 's part- 
ner proved dishonest, absconding with the money and leaving the young 
German with but twenty-three dollars. Somewhat discouraged by this 
experience, but by no means disheartened, Mr. Hagemeister invested 
the few dollars he had left in a carcass of beef, one sheep and one hog, 
and started all over again. The obstacles which arose in his path were 
numerous and success seemed an elusive thing. Not able to affood a 
horse and wagon, he was often seen trudging along his way with a 
quarter of beef on his shoulder. Yet he constantly persevered and 
with native thrift and industry finally established himself upon a sub- 
stantial footing. 

It was Mr. Hagemeister 's custom, during the early days of his busi- 
ness experience, to make frequent trips through the country, purchas- 
ing cattle from the farmers, and while on one of the journeys was one 
day charmed by the beautifid voice of a young lady who was making 
her way through the woods singing, unconscious of anyone's presence. 
Mr. Hagemeister was able to make the young lady's acquaintance, she 
proving to be Miss Barbara Martin, and it was not long afterward 
that the two were married. That, Mr. Hagemeister always considered, 
was the most fortunate occurrence of his life. 

Gradually Mr. Hagemeister worked his way up in the butcher busi- 
ness until in 1866, with three other business men, he erected the build- 
ings and established the Union Brewery, at Green Bay. This was just 
beginning to prosper when the great panic of 1870 struck the country, 
and the three partners began to show signs of wishing, to take their 
money from the business. Mr. Hagemeister, however, was made of 
sterner stuflf, and with firm faith in the future of his adopted com- 
munity, bought their interests and continued with the business alone, 
thus laying the foundation for the present great venture. The Hage- 
meister product soon began to take its place among other beers for 
which the Badger state is noted, and Mr. Hagemeister continued to be 
prominently identified with the business until his death in 1892, when 
gixty-six years of age, the mother having passed away about ten years 
before. They were the parents of six children: Mary, Henry Pranz, 
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Bessie, Minnie, Albert and Louis, of whom Mary, Albert and Louis 
are now deceased.' 

Henry Pranz Hagemeister grew to manhood in Green Bay, Wis- 
consin, where he attended the public and parochial schools until he was 
twelve years of age. At that time he began assisting his father in the 
butcher business, starting his career right at the bottom, and gradu- 
ally working his way up until he had full charge of the business. When 
the elder Hagemeister disposed of the meat business, the 'son began 
working at the brewery, and here also he took his place at the bottom, 
as would have any stranger, and earned promotion through his industry 
and faithfulness to duty. Eventually he was taken in as a partner, 
and he and his father did business under the firm style of Hagemeister 
& Son, the younger man gradually assuming the responsibility of con- 
ducting the business, and when he had materially increased the sales 
began adding other buildings and more up-to-date equipment. In 
1890 the Hagemeister Brewing Company was established, and the firm 
was incorporated with a capital of $150.00, with the father as presi- 
dent and the son as secretary, .treasurer and general manager. After 
the death of the elder man, Henry F. Hagemeister became president, 
and at that time also purchased the stock of the superintendent of the 
firm, George Schober. The product of this great plant is now 40,000 
barrels of standard brands annually. In 1887 Mr. Hagemeister pur- 
chased from the Leideger Brothers the brewery at Sturgeon Bay, Wis- 
consin, to which he has since added many improvements, the output at 
this time being 8,000 barrels of beer annually. The manager of this 
plant, which is located on the shores of Sturgeon Bay, one mile north 
of the city, is George Martin, to whom is due much of the credit for 
the present popularity of the Sturgeon Bay Brands. 

About 1895 Mr. Hagemeister bought a valuable farm' of six hundred 
acres, located in the town of Bellevue, Brown county, Wiscoiisin, seven 
miles from Green Bay, and here he conducts the Hagemeister Stock 
Farm, making a specialty of thoroughbred Percheron horses and Guern- 
sey cattle. Mr. Baralament, a thoroughly capable and experienced 
stockman, is superintendent of this valuable property. In addition 
to his many other interests, Mr. Hagemeister has been prominent in 
banking circles of the Badger state, being president of the Kellogg 
National Bank at Green Bay, and a stockholder in the Bank of Stur- 
geon Bay. The name of Hagemeister has ever stood as a synonym for 
business activity and integrity since the arrival of the father in Green 
Bay so many years ago, and the present business, developed along mod- 
em lines, is now one of the most prominent of its nature in Wisconsin. 

During the earlier part of his life, Mr. Hagemeister devoted a 
great deal of his time to politics. He was a stalwart Democrat until 
the Free Silver question was made such an important issue by Mr. 
Bryan, and since that time has been a supporter of Republican 
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principles. He served as alderman, supervisor ahd chairman of the 
county board, and in 1892 was elected to the state assembly on the 
Democratic ticket, receiving the election in 1894. On November 6, 
1900, on the Republican ticket, he was elected to the state senate, receiv- 
ing 7,205 votes as against 5,231 votes cast for John Qosse, Democrat, in 
the Second Senatorial District, comprising Brown and Oconto counties. 
In 1904, when reelected, he received 7,606 votes as against 5,318 cast 
for P. R. "Singleton, Democrat While at Madison as senator, he was 
appointed chairman of the committee on claims, or as it was then called, 
the Finance Committee, with which he continued to serve for two years, 
then resigning and being appointed to the committee on Penal and 
Charitable Institutions, which appropriated the funds for the erection 
of the building at Milwaukee. He has always been a stalwart cham- 
pion of the interests which have been of benefit to the city and county 
for the general good. Fraternally he is a thirty-second degree Mason, 
belonging to the Blue Lodge and Chapter at Green Bay and the Con- 
sistory and Shrine at Milwaukee. Mr. Hagemeister is a man of force- 
ful personality and large physique, a pleasing conversationalist and 
easy to approach. He is of generous nature and kindly impulses, and 
his life has in many respects been helpful to those with whom he has 
come into contact, while his business record in its success should serve as 
a source of inspiration and encouragement to others. 

In 1902 Mr. Hagemeister was united in marriage with Miss Jose- 
phine Hilton, of Oshkosh, and to this union there have been born two 
sons : Henry F., Jr., and Karl. The family home is at No. 615 Cherry 
street, Qreen Bay, while a summer place is also maintained at Sturgeon 
Bay. 

Dr. Benjamin H. Warren, a leading physician of Janesville, Wis- 
consin, is an able and scholarly representative of his profession in that 
city who has given special attention to diseases of the stomach and is 
recognized as one of the most competent in that branch of practice in- 
southern Wisconsin. It is apparent that he inherited his inclinations 
toward the line of endeavor he has chosen, for his father. Dr. John H. 
Warren, and his grandfather. Dr. S. F. Nichols, both spent their active 
careers as medical practitioners. Dr. Warren represents one of the 
earliest pioneer families of Rock county, as his paternal grandparents 
were settlers here in 1838. He is the son of Dr. John H. Warren and 
Louise Nichols Warren, the former of whom was born in Hogansburg, 
New York, and was but a youth when he accompanied his parents to 
Rock county, Wisconsin. Dr. John H. Warren was a man of firm char- 
acter and high attainments and became one of Wisconsin's prominent 
men. He attended the first public school taught in Janesville and later 
became a student in Rush Medical College, Chicago, graduating from 
that well known institution in 1849. At the age of thirty he was a mem- 
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ber of the Wisconsin state senate and soon thereafter he received an 
appointment from President Lincoln as collector of revenue for the 
western district of Wisconsin. By the appointment of Secretary of 
War Stanton he became receiver of commutation and served in that 
capacity two years. He was also president of the Western Stage Com- 
pany and at one time was the largest mail contractor in the United 
States. Deeply interested in promoting the agricultural resources of 
the state, he served for years as vice-president of the State Agricultural 
Association, and in his each and every relation to society he followed 
high ideals as to what constituted useful and worthy citizenship. Of 
his seven children, five are living, as follows: Dr. Benjamin H. 
Warren, of this review; Herbert N. Warren, a graduate of the Rush 
Medical College of Chicago and now a prominent mining engineer and 
expert in New York City ; Julia, who is a graduate of the Chicago Art 
.Institute and is a prominent artist at Janesville; and Gertrude and 
Louise, at home in Janesville. 

Dr. Benjamin H. Warren was reared in Janesville and received his 
education in the public schools of that city. He was prepared for medi- 
cine at the University of Illinois, where he was graduated with the 
class of 1891 with the degree of M. D. He first located in Nebraska for 
1 the practice of his profession and remained" there five years, and was 
afterward in Michigan for eight years, serving during that time as sur- 
geon for the Grand Trunk Railway Company. Since then he has been 
a practitioner at Janesville, Wisconsin. Realizing the advantages of 
specialization he has devoted the most of his attention to diseases of the 
stomach and is well grounded and thoroughly informed in this par- 
ticular direction of medicine. He has remained the student, desirous 
of keeping thoroughly posted cgncerning every advance made in the 
science of medicine, and is himself a scientific investigator along medical 
lines. He is also much interested in the subject of archaeology and is 
a member of the Wisconsin Archaeological Society. Fraternally he is 
a member of the Masonic order. Dr. Warren is a man of genial and 
kindly disposition, upright in principles and of quiet, unassuming ways 
as a citizen, but his days are filled with useful and ^yorthy deeds and 
he has dignified both his profession and his state by his life and labors. 

Hon. E. a. Morse. One of the foremost men in affairs of public 
import in Langlade county and one who for years has maintained 
that status in the matter of his relations with his community, is Hon. 
E. A. Morse, member of the Sixtieth, Sixty-first and Sixty-second Con- 
gresses and retired from oflSce on March 4, 1913. He has given a 
most praiseworthy public service in Congress, and his connection with 
the business and professional life of Antigo and Langlade county has 
been equally conspicuous and notable. He is president of Morse & 
Tradewell, dealers in timber lands, real estate and loans, as well as 
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extensive connections with the lumber and saw mill industries, so that 
it will be readily seen how wide and far-reaching is the scope of his 
business activities. 

E. A. Morse was born on a farm in Racine county, Wisconsin, 
May 11, 1870, and is a son of Addison J. and Susette (French) Morse. 
The father came firom Ohio to Racine county, in company with his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Royal Morse, when he was yet an infant. His 
mother was born in Racine county, and was the daughter of Thomas V. 
and Jane French, the father a native of County Qalway, Ireland, and 
the mother bom in New York state, where she was a member of the 
old Newell family of that state. 

The parents of Mr. Morse, who devoted tiieir lives to farming, are 
now retired from all active labors, and make their home at Ripon, 
Wisconsin. 

On the home farm Mr. Morse was reared and there attended the 
public schools, later entering Ripon College, from which he was gradu- 
ated in 1893. On January 1, 1894, he became county superintendent 
of schools, of Racine county, an office which he continued to hold for 
four years, and in which he experienced a high degree of success. It 
is only reasonable to assume that had he elected to continue in educa- 
tional activities, he might have reached a high place in that work, but 
the facts are that he chose the law as his proper field, and in 1899 he 
entered the law department of the University of Wisconsin at Madison, 
from which he was graduated in 1900 with his B. L. degree. He came 
direct to Antigo, where he has since been successfully engaged in 
practice. His legal activities were discontinued, however, when he 
was first elected to represent his district in Congress, and for three con- 
secutive terms his constituents returned him to that office. Upon his 
election, the Morse & Tradewell Company was incor|5orated, Mr. Morse 
becoming president, and the business of the firm has been carried on 
under that name since that time. With the passing years, various 
departures have been added to the regular business of the firm, so that 
its activities now embrace not only the law, but real estate, loans, tim- 
ber lands, and the lumber and saw mill business to some extent. Prior 
to Mr. Morse's election to Congress, he had served most efficiently in 
the office of city attorney of Antigo for a considerable period, and he 
has filled other public places in an equally creditable manner in the 
years of his identification with the business and professional activities 
of the city. 

In 1896 Mr. Morse was married to Myra, the daughter of Wesley and 
Jane Tradewell. She was principal of one of the ward schools of 
Racine when they were married, and is a woman of unusual culture 
and mental attainments. They have one child — Catherine Susette. 

Mr. Morse is a member of the Masonic fraternity, with Commandery 
affiliations, and is also a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OP WISCONSIN 2305 

of Elks, and the Modern Woodmen of America. His churdily affilia- 
tions are with the Congregational denomination, of which his wife is 
also a member. Both are highly esteemed in the best society of the city, 
and take their place among the leading social activities of Antigo, 
while their friends are numerous in all walks of life. 

John W. Pboehlich, president of the Bradley Bank of Tomahawk, 
Wisconsin, also largely interested in real estate, farm lands, etc., and 
secretary and treasurer of the Tomahawk Stave and Heading Company 
of Tomahawk, Wisconsin, has been a resident of this place for twenty- 
three years. He, for many years, was associated with the late W. H. 
Bradley in all his many and varied interests, which embraced bank- 
ing, railroads, saw mills, hotel management, etc., and considered by 
and large, his life here has been one of the utmost value in the develop- 
ment and upbuilding of the community by reason of his long continued 
industrial activities of the natures outlined above. 

Bom in Cedarburg, Wisconsin, on April 8, 1871, John W. Froeh- 
lich is a son of Jacob and Johanna (Kannenberg) Proehlich. Jacob 
Proehlich was a native of Germany, who came to Cedarburg, Wisconsin, 
as a young man and was there married. His wife was the daughter 
of another native German, who came to Wisconsin from the Pather- 
land in 1848. The son was reared in Cedarburg, and there he attended 
the public schools. He began his business career as an office boy with 
the firm of Wadham, McKee & Company, now the Wadham Oil & 
Qrease Company of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He worked there for a 
short time, exchanging that location for Manistee, Michigan, where he 
was employed by the well known lumber king, Ruggles, and there 
he gained a most valuable training in various lines pertaining to his 
future career. In 1890 he came to Tomahawk, where he has since been 
worthily engaged in the numerous industrial enterprises already men- 
tioned briefly. Por years Mr. Proehlich was one of the right-hand 
men of Mr. Bradley, and was associated with him in practically all 
of his extensive and important undertakings in Northern Wisconsin. 
As such he aided to no inconsiderable degree in the advancement 
of this section of the state. Por eight or ten years he was secre- 
tary and treasurer of the Marinette-Tomahawk & Western Railroad, 
and for a considerable period of years was secretary and treasurer of 
all the numerous Bradley companies — no sinecure of a position, as may 
well be understood, when something of the scope and magnitude of 
those interests is seen. Mr. Proehlich was one of the incorporators of 
the Bradley Bank, of which he is now president, and he was the first 
cashier of the bank, a position that he held for the first eight years of 
the life of the bank. 

Mr. Proehlich has a fondness for rural existence and the things 
pertaining to country life, and he has 'but recently taken up his resi- 
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dence with his family on a magnificent stock farm of 540 acres situ- 
ated in the town of Bradley, adjoining the city limits of Tomahawk. 
This stock farm is admitted to be one of the finest in Lincoln county, 
and in every way indicates the business-like attitude of its proprietor. 
Early in 1913 he erected on the place a handsome white frame residence, 
and the place also has two fine bams with silos. An elegant cottage 
stands on the banks of a small lake that is embraced in his farm, and 
here the family formerly came for the summer seasons. They have, 
however, taken up their permanent abode in the new home place. 

Mr. Froehlich is not a man who mixes much in politics, but he 
renders a valuable civic service aside from that field. He has given par- 
ticularly valuable service for several years past as a member and presi- 
dent of the Tomahawk school board, and is deeply concerned in educa- 
tional matters for his town and county. 

]\Ir. Froehlich 's wife was formerly Miss Margaret, daughter of 
William Veitch, of Milwaukee. Five children have been born to them. 

Col. John H. Knight. The early history and development of the 
city of Ashland will always give memorial to the name and career of 
the late Col. Knight, who was identified with the industrial and civic 
activites of Northern Wisconsin from 1869 until his death, and who was 
especially notable as a business builder and city builder in Ashland. 
Col. Knight came to Northern Wisconsin in the pioneer days, after a 
long and notable career as a soldier, and as a soldier of the regular 
United States army during and after the Civil war he gained dis- 
tinctions which of themselves would have made him prominent in any 
community for the rest of his life. However, Col. Knight was no man 
to rest on his laurels, and for a quarter century or more devoted his 
exceptional ability as an organizer and business man to the growth and 
welfare of his home city of Ashland. 

Col. John H. Knight was born on a farm in Kent county, Delaware, 
February 3, 1836, and died in Ashland, Wisconsin, in August, 1903. 
His parents, James and Rebecca (Scotten) Knight both belonged to 
early families of Delaware. As a boy he attended school in the winter 
and assisted in the farm work during other seasons of the year, and at 
the age of sixteen attended an academic school in Schoharie county, 
New York. He continued studies three years further in Herkimer 
county, New York. After his academic education he entered the noted 
Albany Law School, where he was graduated and made ready for his 
profession in 1859. Among his classmates at Albany, an institution 
which has produced some of the most notable figures in the law, and 
public life of America, were Judge Rufus W. Peckham, General W. E. 
Viaezey, Senator Proctor of Vermont and Senator Vilas of Wisconsin. 

He was admitted under examination before a committee of lawyers, 
one of whom was Hon. William M.. Evarts. In 1860 Mr. Knight was 
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admitted to the bar of 'his home state, and began practice at Dover, with 
George P. Fisher, and had begun to win a clientele in the year preced- 
ing the outbreak of the war. He was among the first young men of 
Dover to respond to President Lincoln's call for seventy-five thousand 
three-month men. His enlistment provoked much feeling among some 
of his friends, and caused a break in his personal relations with several 
former close friends. He organized a company for service, getting a 
few men from his own locality, and the remainder from Philadelphia, 
and Newcastle county. He became first lieutenant in the company, after 
inducing a member of the National Guards to take the captaincy. This 
company afterwards became Company H of the First Delaware In- 
fantry Regiment of three-month troops. The company was in service 
in guard duty near Baltimore, during its term of enlistment, but Lieu- 
tenant Knight was member of a party which joined the Federal army, 
in time to participate in the first battle of Bull Run. When the three- 
month term expired he was commissioned captain and assistant adju- 
tant general of volunteers by President Lincoln. At the same time he 
was offered a captaincy in the regular army but declined. . He was 
engaged in duty on the eastern shore of Maryland and Virginia, dur-* 
ing the fall and winter of 1861-62. When, as a result of repeated 
reverses to the Federal army, it became apparent that the struggle would 
not be decided in a few months, Mr. Knight reconsidered the offer of a 
captaincy in the regular army which had been repeated and was 
accordingly commissioned in the spring of 1862 as captain, and joined 
his regiment, the Eighteenth United States Infantry, at the siege of 
Corinth. He joined the regiment a few days after the sB5ge was raised, 
and was then on duty with the Army of Cumberland, commanded by 
George H. Thomas. He was with the army on its retreat from Missis- 
sippi and Alabama through Tennessee and Kentucky to Louisville, and 
then undertook the charge against General Bragg, and Captain Knight 
was in all the various movements of the Army of the Cumberland up 
to the battle of Perryville, Kentucky. For several days preceding 
this fight he had shown symptoms of typhoid, but went into battle and 
remained at the head of his company throughout the day. He was 
injured by the explosion of a shell, though he considered it unimportant 
at the time. On the next day he was unable to move, and did not walk 
again for about three months. His spinal nerves had been shocked by 
the explosion, and he never afterwards fully recovered from the experi- 
ence at the Battle of Perryville. When he resumed duty in March, 
1863, he was made chief mustering officer at Louisville. In the mean- 
time he had married, on January 19, 1863, at Wilmington, Delaware, 
Miss Susan James Clark, a daughter of Levi 6. Clark. 

Captain Knight was on duty in the mustering service at Louisville 
until after the battle of Chickamauga. He had many perilous experi- 
ences, owing to the nature of his duties in a state which was almost 
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evenly divided in its sympathies between the north and south. He 
joined his regiment at Chattanooga shortly after the battle of Chicka- 
mauga, and was with the army under Rosecrans while hemmed in at 
Chattanooga, up to the battle of Missionary Ridge, in which he par- 
ticipated. His regiment supported Hooker during the memorable charge 
and battle of Lookout mountain. In the meantime the actual state 
of health of Captain Knight had been reported to headquarters, and 
the day after the battle of Missionary Ridge, while his regiment was at 
Ringgold, he received orders to proceed to Detroit, Michigan, for duty 
in the office of assistant to the provost marshal general of that state 
as chief mustering and disbursing officer. In the meantime, in 1jB63, he 
was appointed colonel of the First Delaware Cavalry, by the Governor 
of that state, although not permitted to join the regiment because of 
its reduced numbers. Later he was brevetted major and lieutenant 
colonel of the regular army for faithful and meritorious service during 
the war. 

After his arrival in Detroit in January, 1864, Col. Knight was 
assigned to duty as superintendent of the recruiting service of the 
Michigan regiment and had charge of the reorganization of all the 
veteran regiments in that state, also the final discharge of these regi- 
ments. He soon succeeded General Hill at Detroit, and had charge of 
the drafting and recruiting as assistant provost-marshal general. He 
remained at Detroit in the various duties assigned to him, until Febru- 
ary, 1867, when he was ordered to report to his regiment in the regular 
army. 

Captain Kjtight on joining the regular forces at that time found him- 
self in the second battalion of the Eighteenth infantry, which under 
a reorganization system in 1867 was the Thirty-sixth United States 
Infantry. This regiment was assigned to duty in Wyoming and Utah 
territories, in guarding the engineering parties then locating the line 
of the Union Pacific Railroad. Colonel Knight had charge of about 
four hundred miles of this line, between a point about two hundred 
miles west of the present Laramie and Fort Bridger. During the 
winter of 1868-69, he was stationed at Camp Douglas in Salt Lake 
City, and was the next officer in rank to the commanding officer of 
the post. In 1868 by act of congress, the army in regular service had 
been reduced in number, and the adjutant general had been given 
the discretion to select such officers as he thought should remain in 
the seFvice. Col. Knight was one of those chosen to remain, and was 
assigned to the First Infantry. According to the same law, an officer 
could apply to be placed upon the supernumerary list, drawing his 
pay for two years, at the end of which time he would be discharged 
from service. Col. Knight took advantage of this law in order to get 
into business. His health had never been good from the early years 
of the war, and when he went to Washington in the Spring of 1869 
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President Qrant persuaded him to accept an appointment as superin- 
tendent of an Indian agency among the bake Superior Chippewas, a 
northern climate in which the most beneficial results might be antici- 
pated. About that time the first plans for the construction of the 
Northern Pacifix5 Railroad had been advertised through the country, 
and the region the new road was to traverse was so attractive that 
that was one of the causes which induced Col. Knight to move out to 
the west He was appointed Indian agent to the Chippewas, and in 
discharge of the duties of his oflSce went to Bayfield, Wisconsin, where 
he arrived June 30, 1869. Prom that time until his death his home 
and all his interests were centered in northern Wisconsin. 

After performing the duties of Indian agent at Bayfield for about 
a year, and having been greatly benefited in health by the climate. 
Col. Knight sent in his resignation from the regular army service, and 
applied himself to the law once more. He also invested in real estate, 
very successfully, and was prospering until the panic of 1873. He 
then took the office of register of the land oflSce at Bayfield, and held 
that place until 1879, although he was nominally register until along 
in the following year. 

In 1878 Col. Knight became identified with business and industry 
in Ashland, where he took up his residence in 1880. He organized in 
1880 the Superior Lumber Company, and that company, which eventu- 
ally became one of the largest of its kind in northern Wisconsin and 
had investments valued at about three-quarters of a million dollars, 
was one of the great enterprises which proved the foundation for the 
prosperity and growth of Ashland. In those days Ashland was a vil- 
lage of about eight hundred inhabitants, and has since increased to 
one of the best cities of the state. Prom the time he took up his home 
in Ashland until his death Col. Knight was identified with nearly 
every important business and civic undertaking in the city. He was 
vice president of the Ashland National Bank, was* connected with the 
Pirst National Bank, with the Ashland Brownstone Company, a 
director of the Street Railway Company, and contributed liberally 
to several other industrial enterprises which gave prominence to the 
city. For a number of years he served as local attorney for the Wis- 
consin Central Railroad. Twice he was elected mayor on a Democratic 
ticket, and in a city which was normally Republican. Col. Knight was 
prominent for many years in Democratic circles. In 1888 he was 
delegate at large to the National Convention in St. Louis, which renom- 
inated Grover Cleveland, and was also a " member of the Chicago 
Convention which again brought Mr. Cleveland forward as presiden- 
tial candidate in 1892. In 1890 he very reluctantly allowed his name 
to go before the Democratic convention for the nomination as gov- 
ernor, and he came within a few votes of being nominated. In 1891 
his name became associated in political discussion with the office of 
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United States Senator, since it was regarded as certain that the Demo- 
crats would have a majority^ in the legislation. He thus became a can- 
didate before the legislature which met in January, 1893, the other 
principle competitors for the honor being Col. John L. Mitchell of 
Milwaukee, and General E. S. Bragg of Fond du Lac. After about 
ten days of caucussing Col. Mitchell won the place. 

It will be as a benefactor of his home city of Ashland that Col. 
Knight will be longest remembered. In 1890 he erected the Knight 
Block, at that time and for a number of years afterwards distinguished 
as the finest business structure in northern Wisconsin. It contains 
many storerooms and offices, and also the Hotel Knight, which has 
had a popular place among the hostelries of northern Wisconsin for 
many years, and is still one of the leading hotels of the state. 

Col. Knight's first wife died June 29, 1867, at Wilmington, Dela- 
ware. The one child of that marriage, Eugenia Bradford Knight, 
is the wife of Leslie B. Rowley. On June 2, 1873, Col. Knight mar- 
ried Miss Ella B. Clark, a sister of his first wife. They were the par- 
ents, of six children: Susan B., who died October 7, 1890; Clark M., 
mentioned below; ^lary Emeline, wife of Joseph E. Davies, a ^ladisoa- 
lawyer, whose career is sketched elsewhere in this work; Elizabeth C, 
now deceased; Rebecca S., wife of P. S. Cochran of Elkhart, Indiana; 
and Pauline V., wife of Guy Gooding of Wausau, Wisconsin. 

Clark M. Knight, wiio in his turn has become one of the leading 
business men of Ashland, Wisconsin, was bom at Bayfield, Wisconsin, 
September 21, 1875. He received his education in the Lehigh Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and took courses in mechanical and mining 
, engineering in the Michigan School of Mines at Houghton. In 1890 
he located at Salt Lake City, Utah, as a mining engineer. In 1908 he 
returned to Wisconsin, locating in Madison, where he became presi- 
dent of the Madison Dredging Company. This company has made a 
specialty in the development of ttie marsh lands of Wisconsin, and 
has undertaken and performed a number of important contracts in 
that work. Clark M. Kiiight was married October 18, 1895, to Miss 
Bertha Cook, who was born at Warren, Pennsylvania. They have one 
daughter, Aileen. Mr. Knight and family have their home in Ash- 
land at the Knight hotel. 

Joshua L. Johns. Representing one of the pioneer families of. 
Richland county, Joshua L. Johns has spent most of his life in that 
county, has for a number of years been more or less actively identified 
with local banking affairs, and is now a prominent attorney, and a 
member of the firm of Bancroft & Johns, the senior member of which 
is Levi H. Bancroft, former attornel general of Wisconsin. 

Joshtia L. Johns was born February 27, 1881, in the town of Eagle, 
Richland county, Wisconsin, a son of William and Cynthia (Logue) 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2311 

Johns. Th^ family has been prominent since colonial days in Amer- 
ica. Great-great-grandfather of the Richland Center lawyer bore arms 
on the American side during the Revolutionary War. Another mili- 
tary ancestor is the maternal grandfather, John M. Logue, who was a 
veteran of the late Civil war. The family was established in Richland 
county, Wisconsin, fifty-seven years ago, when Grandfather David 
A. Johns came west and founded a home in the wilderness among the 
first settlers in the town of Eagle. His were the typical experiences of 
pioneer life, and after years of labor and a fair degree of prosperity, 
he passed away in that county in 1877. He was a farmer by occupa- 
tion, and a Methodist in religion. William Johns, the father, was bom 
in Pennsylvania, as was also his wife. He was three years of age 
when the family home was established in Richland county, where he 
is still living at the age of sixty years. 

Joshua L. Johns finished his early education in 1898 at the Bethel 
public schools in Richland county and graduated from the Richland 
Center High School 1901. In the same year his business career began 
as a clerk in the State Bank of Richland Center, and after a year 
and three months came his promotion to the post of assistant cashier, 
which he held for three years, and in 1905 was made vice president of 
the First National Bank of Richland Center, Wisconsin. Five months 
later his resignation was handed in to the directors, in order that he 
might take up the study of law. Mr. Johns in 1906 graduated with 
the degree of LL. B. from the law department of the University of 
Chattanooga, in Yale University Law School, where he was graduated 
in 1907. From July, 1907, to January, 1911, Mr. Johns was engaged 
in practice at Chattanooga, X^^i^^ssee, and for a time held the chair 
of Corporation Law and Bailment and Carriers in the university of 
that city. Since coming to Richland Center he has been associated in 
partnership with Mr. Bancroft, under the present title of Bancroft & 
Johns. Mr. Johns on returning to Richland Center again became 
identified with banking affairs, and was one of the organizers and is 
now vice president of the Farmers and Merchants Bank of Richland 
Center. He was also one of the organizers of the State Bank of 
Viola. 

An active Republican in politics, Mr. Johns was in 1906 secretary 
of the Richland County Republican Committee. In 1908 he was an 
unsuccessful candidate for the general assembly of Tennessee. On Sep-, 
tember 7, 1910, occurred his marriage to Miss Esther M. Newman, at 
Algoma, Wisconsin. Mrs. Johns, who was educated in the public and 
high schools of Algoma, the Milwaukee Normal School, and the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, has taken a prominent part in social and club 
affairs, and is now secretary of the Women's Federated Clubs of Rich- 
land Center. 
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R. P. Perry. President of the Reedsburg Bank since 1896, Mr. 
Perry is a lawyer by profession, having been admitted to the Wisconsin 
bar thirty-four years ago. During his early career he had a very 
prominent place in the profession at Reedsburg, served as district 
and city attorney, but with the increasing duties of his private prac- 
tice and responsibilities of large business interests, his time and ener- 
gies for a number of years have been largely absorbed by matters out- 
side the usual domain of his profession. 

R. P. Perry was born June 22, 1859, at Reedsburg, which city has 
been his home all his life. The family became identified with Wiscon- 
sin soon after, the admission of the territory to -the Union. His parents 
were Oliver H. and Mary J. (McCloud) Perry, the father a native of 
Essex county, New York, and the mother of Massachusetts. Oliver H. 
Perry came west in 1848, and after a yearns residence in Kane county, 
Illinois, in 1849, moved to Sauk county, Wisconsin. His was one of the 
early mercantile establishments at Reedsburg, and the business was 
conducted by him until his election to the oflSce of sheriflf of Sauk 
bounty. In 1880 Oliver H. Perry moved to St. Paul, Minnesota, and 
that city was his home until his death in 1886. lie was affiliated with 
the Masonic Order, was a Baptist in religion, and in politics a 
Republican. 

The Reedsburg banker was the third of five childfen, four of whom 
are still living. His early education was acquired by attendance at the 
district schools of Reedsburg, and at the age of sixteen he entered the 
office of James W. Lusk, a Reedsburg attorney, under whom he read 
law, and was admitted to the bar in 1879. In 1882 a partnership was 
formed between Mr. Lusk and Mr. Perry, and the firm of Lusk and 
Perry lasted until 1885. In 1885 Mr. Perry began private practice at 
Reedsburg, and so continued until he became president of the Reeds- 
burg Bank, which made it necessary to give up most of his legal inter- 
ests. In 1887 Mr. Perry with four other men was instrumental in estab- 
lishing the Reedsburg Woolen Mills, an industry which was in success- 
ful operation under the original management until 1901, at which date 
it was sold. During all those years Mr. Perry was treasurer of the 
company. 

. In 1887 Mr. Perry became vice president of a private bank in 
Reedsburg owned by David B. Rudd and others. On the death of 
•Mr. Rudd Mr. Perry was elected president, in 1896, of the reorganized 
Reedsburg bank, and has directed the affairs of this strong and sub- 
stantial institution for the past seventeen years. The Reedsburg bank 
is operating ^nder a state charter, and its resources account show a 
total of nearly six hundred thousand dollars. The capital stock is 
fifty thousand dollars, aU paid in, its surplus is twenty-five thousand 
dollars, and the deposits in all classes aggregate over half a million 
dollars. Its management has always been conservative and yet in every 
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legitimate way its resources have been extended to the development 
and improvement of the substantial business prosperity of Beedsburg 
and vicinity. The active officials of the bank are: R. P. Perry, presi- 
dent; W. F. Winchester, vice president; Otto Krause, cashier; and 
Everett S. Prouty, assistant cashier. 

Mr. Perry in 1884 was elected district attorney of Sauk county. 
His resignation from that office in 1885 was due to a pressure of 
duties resulting from his having taken charge of a large estate, which 
demanded his entire attention. Mr. Perry still has the management of 
that estate entrusted to him nearly thirty years ago, and administers 
it in connection with his banking business. He served as city attor- 
ney of Reedsburg from 1885 to 1886. His political afBliation was 
strongly Republican until the fall of 1912, at which time he supported 
Mr. Roosevelt on the Progressive ticket. Mr. Perry was a delegate to 
the National Convention in Chicago in 1904. His public spirited en- 
deavors have been directed to the improvement of the city, and he is 
one of the members of the Reedsburg Industrial Business Association, 
which controls a valuable lot of land, adjacent to the city, this land 
being offered free to manufacturers who will locate at Reedsburg. 
Mr. Perry has taken thirty-two degrees in Scottish Rite Masonry, is 
affiliated with the Knights of Pythias, and various fraternal insur- 
ance orders. His religion is the Presbyterian, in which church he is an 
elder and he has been commissioner to the General Assembly of that 
church twice. He is also one of the Trustees of Carroll College at Wau- 
kesha, the Presbyterian Synodical College of this state. 

August Siefebt. Forty years ago August Siefert came to America, 
a boy eighten years old, possessed of a good practical education, but 
otherwise without capital except his native ability and his inherent 
industry. With the exception of one 'year spent in Milwaukee, Mr. 
Siefert has been continuously identified with the business enterprise of 
Reedsburg. Since 1881 he has been an independent factor in local com- 
mercial affairs, and for a number of years has been hertd of the firm of 
the August Siefert Hardware Company, dealers in hardware and farm 
implements, and also handling a large line of coal and general supplies. 

Bom August 14, 1855, in Hessen, Germany, August Siefert is a son 
of Carl P. and Antoinette (Heller) Siefert. His family was a fine 
class of people on both sides, and highly educated and many of them 
in professional life. His grandfather Siefert, who had a fine classical 
scholarship, was a physician, and served his provincial government in 
his professional capacity. The grandfather on the mother's side was 
also a highly educated man, and followed the vocation of teacher for 
many years. 

Carl E. Siefert, father of the Reedsburg business man, was a min- 
ister of the Evangelical Lutheran church. With such antecedents and 
Vol. vni— 1 2 
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being reared in a cultured home, August Sief ert had substantial advan- 
tages and influences probably of greater value in his future career 
than an inheritance of wealth. 

In 1873 at the age of eighteen, Mr. Siefert made the journey to 
America alone. Arriving in Milwaukee, he found employment as a clerk 
with a retail grocery house of Bauer & Steinmeyer, getting his initial 
experience in mercantile affairs while with that concern. In 1874 
began his long residence and active connection with Reedsburg business 
life. For seven years his services were employed by the retail hardware 
firm of Hanson, Gale & Company as a clerk. In 1881 Mr. Siefert bought 
an interest in the business, the firm name then becoming Gale, Siefert 
& Company. Subsequently another change was made, and the business 
was conducted as Siefert, Plank & Company. In 1891 Siefert and 
Brother became the oflBcial title of the business, Mr. Siefert having taken 
as a partner Ernest A. Siefert. The business of Siefert Brothers was 
continued until 1904, in which year the concern was incorporated under 
the title of the August Siefert Hardware Company. This is one of the 
largest establishments of its kind in Sauk County, and many of its regu- 
lar patrons have known August Siefert since his boyhood, and while 
he was a diligent and popular clerk with the old firm. To a large extent 
the prosperity of the present house is a direct tribute to the business 
character and the genial personality of its proprietor. 

In 1889 Mr. Siefert, who has always identified himself with local 
affairs in a public spirited manner, was appointed postmaster at Reeds- 
burg under the Harrison administration. Among his public services 
should be mentioned his work toward the establishment of a Carnegie 
Library at Reedsburg. Good schools' and thorough educational facili- 
ties of all kinds have found a constant advocate in Mr. Siefert. Outside 
of his hardware business his relations have extended to other business 
enterprises. In 1880 he became a stock holder in the Citizens Bank of 
Reedsburg, which was organized in that year, and has since become its 
vice president and a director, offices which he still holds. His first vote 
in a national election was cast for Rutherford B. Hayes, in 1876, and 
his loyalty to the chosen party has been undimmed for nearly forty 
years. On April 25, 1883, in Milwaukee, Mr. Siefert married Miss Ida 
Bartel. Of their three children only one is now living, Hugo H. Siefert, 
who was born April 1, 1888. His education was received in the public 
schools and the Lutheran parochial school, also the high school at 
Reedsburg, and he is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. Since 
finishing his education he has been in active business life, for two 
years was in the employ of the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company as 
clerk in the Milwaukee offices, and then became identified with the Mil- 
waukee Corrugating Company, of which he is now assistant general 
traffic manager. Hugo Siefert is a Republican and is affiliated with the 
Masonic Order. 
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Henby Sorge. The pre-eminence of Wisconsin as a dairy state is 
recognized, and at the present time there is no more substantial or per- 
manent industry conducted within the limits of Wisconsin than dairy- 
ing in all its branches. The business is highly organized, and among 
the larger concerns which have in recent years contributed much to the 
resources of the state in this direction, the Central Wisconsin Creamery 
Company is especially prominent. The proprietors of this large con- 
cern are H. SoTge & Sons, of which Mr^ Henry Sorge is the founder of 
the business and now active manager ; while his sons A. 0. Sorge and H. 
A. Sorge are respectively superintendent and secretary of the company. 
Fancy Elgin creamery butter is the chief output from the chain of 
creameries conducted under the company's name, and another com- 
modity with a standard popularity and sale is Sorge *s Ice Cream. The 
chain of creameries operated by the Central Wisconsin Creamery Com- 
pany comprises branches at the following places: Reedsburg, Leland, 
North Freedom, Loganville, Narrows Prairie, Ironton, Lime Ridge, 
Oaks, Wilton, Ontario, Cashton, and LaCrosse. At LaCrosse is located 
the ice cream factory, and the distribution of that product is over a 
large range of villages and smaller cities about LaCrosse. 

The career of Henry Sorge, whose enterprise and ability have found 
concrete expression in the large business above described, is that of a 
German immigrant, one who came to America when a poor boy, without 
capital, and whose introduction to American life and customs was as 
a farm laborer. Born March 18, 1852, in Hanover, Germany, Henry 
Sorge and a brother came to America in 1868, locating in Sauk county. 
For a brief while after reaching Wisconsin, his education was continued 
in the district schools, where he familiarized himself with the English 
language, and was thus better equipped for practical participation in 
the business world. During the summer of 1868, his first experience 
was at farm labor, and during the first five months his total wages were 
six dollars. He worked as a laborer for some years, and his wages 
gradually increased with his experience and ability. 

Six years after coming to America, and when twenty-two years of 
age, in 1874^ Henry Sorge was united in marriage in Sauk county to 
Miss Rosetta Andrews. Her people were very early settlers from Ohio 
to Sauk county. Mr. Sorge and wife became the parents of four 
children, three of whom are still living, named as follows: Albert 0., 
born February 9, 1880; Harry A., born April 14, 1886; and Ralph, 
born February 10, 1890. The two older sons are, as already mentioned, 
actively identified with the management of the Central Wisconsin Cream- 
ery Company. After his marriage, having the previous year been thrifty 
and economical of his earnings, Henry Sorge bought a farm of seventy- 
two acres in the town of Reedsburg. With the co-operation of his wife, 
his prosperity was firmly established, and grew from year to year, until 
his estate aggregated two hundred and eight acres of land. This land 
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for the most part was acquired when land values were only about half 
what they are now, and every acre of the Sorge place is now worth a 
hundred dollars. His home was on the farm until 1899, since which 
year he and his family have lived in a comfortable and attractive resi- 
dence in the city of Reedsburg. ' 

Mr. Sorge has been identified with the creamery business since 1892. 
In that year Mr. Carpenter entered into partnership with him under the 
firm name of Sorge & Carpenter. That relationship continued for 
three years, and during that time the first of the chain of creameries 
above mentioned were established. Since then the business has been 
carried on in increasing proportions under the name of H. Sorge & 
Son. The creameries now operated by this concern number ten, and 
the products are for the most part shipped to eastern markets. 

Mr. Sorge is known as a public spirited citizen of Reedsburg, tak- 
ing an active interest in the growth and progress of the city and state. 
His participation in public afifairs has always been dictated by his 
desire to be of practical service to the community in which his pros- 
perity has been won, and not from any sense of desire for personal 
honors. Though a staunch Democrat, he has never been a politician in 
any sense of the word. 

For thirteen years Mr. Sorge was chairman of the town board of 
supervisors, in 1895 was elected to the general assembly of the state, 
serving one term, and has held other minor oflBces. In 1887 he was made 
secretary of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Reedsburg, and 
held that position until 1897. Fraternally his relations are with the 
Knights of Pythias, the Anfeient Order of United Workmen, the Masonic 
Lodge at Eeedsburg and the Reedsburg Industrial Association. 

Howard B. Quimby. As postmaster of Reedsburg since 1908, How- 
ard B. Quimby has performed a large amount of useful public service 
for his home city and has managed the aifairs of his office to the best 
' advantage for the citizens. With the exception of two years Mr. Quimby 
has lived in Sauk county all his life. He is the son of an honored old 
settler who for many years was one of the leading lawyers and men of 
affairs in that county. The family name in Sauk county has been iden- 
tified with worthy citizenship and business ability for about sixty years. 

Howard B. Quimby was born October 29, 1874, in Prairie du Sac, 
Sauk county. His father was the late J. B. Quimby, a native of Ireland 
who came to America in early youth, spending his boyhood in Vermont, 
then coming west to Sauk county, Wisconsin in 1850, when a young man 
of twenty-five years of age. After coming west, he married Sarah E. 
Leland, who was bom in Illinois. The late J. B. Quimby was a man of 
superior education, having attended both academic and collegiate insti- 
tutions during his youth and studied law. He began the practice of law 
at Sauk City, ekeing out a living by teaching school. His law practice 
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later engaged his entire attention, and up to his retirement in 1890 he 
was regarded as one of the leading men. His influence and activity 
extended to various other interests. He served as district attofney in 
1852-1856, and as county judge from 1861 to 1870. 

His next political office was as a member of the state assembly. Fol- 
lowing his service in the assembly came his election to the state senate, 
in which his service continued for three terms. He was chairman of the 
judiciary committee of the senate when the famous Cooper law, regulat- 
ing railroads, was enacted. He took great pride that this pioneer law 
proved *' court proof in spite of desperate attacks. His politics was 
Republican, and he was one of the leading men in political affairs in Sauk 
county, commanding a large local influence. In his home township, that 
of Prairie du Sac, his efforts were constantly directed to improvements 
of local facilities and conveniences, and among the things to which he 
gave his support was the organization of the township high school, his 
interest in educational matters having been especially keen throughout 
his life. Mr. Quimby was affiliated with the. Masonic fraternity. His 
death occurred in 1904, and marked the passing of one of the most use- 
ful and most highly esteemed citizens in that section of the state. 

Howard B. Quimby, after his training in the public schools and gain- 
ing some experience as a printer, pursued his trade in the South and 
took up the study of law in Cumberland University at Lebanon, Tennes- 
see, from which he graduated in 1896. Returning to his home in Sauk 
county, Mr. Quimby was admitted to the bar, and for one year practiced 
as a lawyer at Prairie du Sac. This w^as followed by a return to news- 
paper work, in connection with the Baraboo Demacrat, after which he 
became editor and part owner of the Reedsburg Times, In February, 
1908, President Roosevelt signed the commission of Mr. Quimby as post- 
master at Reedsburg, and his attention has been since that time chiefly 
devoted to the management of the office. Since taking charge of the 
local office he has supervised the inauguration of two important branches 
of the postal service, the establishment of the postal savings bank, and 
the local parcel post service. 

From 1907 to 1912 Mr. Quimby was a member of the Reedsburg 
Board of Education, and for three years was president of the board. In 
politics his affiiliation is to be characterized as progressive Republican, 
and he has done much to advance the interests of his party. Mr. Quimby 
is a captain of Company B of the Tenth Battalion of the Wisconsin 
National Guard. His fraternities are the Masonic and the Knights of 
Pythias. On November 9, 1911, Howard B. Quimby and Miss Catherine 
Hilleshein were married, and their one daughter, Catherine M., wan 
bom September 20, 1912. 

D. G. James. A vigorous leader in affairs, a man of distinctive posi- 
tion both in business and civic life, D. G. James has been a resident of 
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Wisconsin nearly sixty years, the family having been established in 
Biehland county in the pioneer epoch, and from that vicinity he went 
out as a soldier of the Union and then returned to take up a long career 
as a merchant, and an influential factor in the larger commercial and 
civic life of his section of the state. 

David 6. James was bom August 3, 1843, in Deerfield, New Hamp- 
shire, a son of George H. and Lois E. (Hurd) James, the father a native 
of New Hampshire and the mother bom in Canada. The James family 
is of staunch old New England lineage, and its history goes back to the 
colonial times. George H. James in 1855 brought his family west to 
Wisconsin, and on the second day of May established his home at Rich- 
land Center. The family circle at that time consisted of three sons and 
one daughter. The senior James, who was a farmer and carpenter by 
occupation, became one of the early settlers in what was then the viUage 
of Richland Center, and in the same year bought a large quantity of 
land in both Richland and Bad Axe (now Vernon) county. The early 
investment was in a grocery store, and for several years George H. James 
.supplied a large community with staple articles. In 1862 a hardware 
business was started under his name, and was conducted by him until 
1881, in which year he withdrew from active participation in affairs, 
and lived a retired life until his death July 29, 1894. He was almost 
iour score years of age at the time of his death, having been bom in 
New Hampshire, September 6, 1815. His political support was always 
strongly in favor of the Republican interests, and in the decade before 
the war and while a resident of New Hampshire, he was one of the vig- 
•orous abolitionists, and his home was a station on the underground 
railroad. As a conductor on that unique line, he helped many a black 
man to his freedom across the Canadian border. In politics he was a 
**Free Soiler" before the organization of the Republican party. His 
brother. Captain Warren James, did important service in organizing 
troops for the Union army during the war. (Jeorge H. James's wife 
was bom July 11, 1815, and survived her husband nearly nine years, 
passing away May 29, 1909. Her father had taken an active part as 
A soldier in the Revolutionary war, and fought at Bunker Hill. The 
children of George H. James and wife were as follows: Norman L., 
David G., William G., and Lizzie, the wife of George H. Strong. When 
the James family came to Richland county in 1855, the nearest railroad 
station was at Warren, Illinois, and from that point they drove across the 
country with wagon and team and crossed the Wisconsin River on a 
ferry boat near what is now Arena. 

David G. James was twelve years old when the family home was 
established in Richland county. His education had been partly pro- 
vided for in his native state, and he continued to attend school in Rich- 
land Center until seventeen years old. At that time the war broke out 
between the states, and his military experience began with his enlist- 
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men in Company F of the Sixteenth Wisconsin Infantry in October, 
1861. Later he was transferred to Company C of the same regiment. 
Owing to the decimated ranks the regiment was consolidated with five 
companies and his service continued until July 18, 1865. For some time 
the regiment was a part of the Army of the Tennessee. Among the bat- 
tles in which he fought was the terrific engagement at Shiloh, the siege 
of Corinth, the Vicksburg campaign, and about that time the regiment 
veteranized, and went up the Tennessee River to Clifton, Tennessee, 
then on to Alabama, and then to Georgia, taking eleven thousand cattle 
to feed Sherman's army. Mr. James fought in the battle of Big Shanty, 
at Kenesaw Mountain, and on the twenty-second of July, 1864, was 
brevetted captain. He was taken prisoner July 22, 1864, and kept 
in rebel prisons at Anderson ville, Georgia, and Florence, South Car- 
olina, until February, 1865. Paroled on the twenty-sixth of that 
month, he went home on a furlough, and remained there, peace be- 
ing concluded in the meantime, until his final discharge and muster 
out on the eighteenth of July, 1865. His return home was followed 
by his entrance into business as an apprentice in the tinware store of 
his father, and later he acquired a fourth interest in the hardware busi- 
ness conducted by his father and brother, Norman L., the firm becom- 
ing G. H. and N. L. James and Company. That title continued until 
1879, and after that the business was conducted as James Brothers, 
until 1882, when Mr. David G. James succeeded to the hardware busi- 
ness and has conducted it ever since. 

In the summer of 1875, a railroad company was organized at Rich- 
land Center with George Krouskop as president and Mr. N. L. James 
as general manager. That road was known as the Pine River Valley & 
Stevens Point Railroad Company, the purpose being to build a line from 
Lone Rock to the county seat, Richland Center. D. G. James contracted 
to build the road. About the first of October in the same year ground 
was broken near where the stock yards are now situated, and work con- 
. tinned during the following winter in the driving of piles and the laying 
of the line, until on July 1, 1876, the entire distance was constructed and 
trains were operated between Richland Center and Lone Rock. After 
two years the management of the road was turned over to J. W. 
Lybrand. The stockholders realizing the improbability of ever receiv- 
ing any dividends on the investment, in 1880 placed the road in the 
hands of Mr. N. L. James to be sold and he succeeded in disposing of 
the road to the St. Paul Company at fifty cents on the dollar for all the 
stock invested. 

Mr. D. G. James has been identified with a large number of busi- 
ness enterprises in Richland Center and -the county. His politics have 
always been strongly Republican, and for several years he was a mem- 
ber of the county board, was a delegate to the national convention that 
nominated Harrison for president in 1888, served as treasurer of the 
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village of Richland Center, held several minor positions in the village, 
and was a member of the first city council and was alderman for sixteen 
years. Under the administration of President Arthur, he was appointed 
postmaster for a four-year term, and served from 1881 to 1885. In 1908 
came his election to the oflBce of state senator from his district, and 
during the four years in the senate he was active on the committee of 
military and state affairs, and during the second session introduced 
the Women's Suffrage Bill, which passed the senate and afterwards 
the assembly for a referendum. Mr. James has championed the wom- 
en's suffrage movement, both locally and in the state and nation, and 
has long been one of the vigorous supporters of the equality of woman 
so far as the political franchise is concerned. Fraternally his affilia- 
tions are with Richland Lodge No. 66, A. F. & A. M., and he was 
department commander for the state of Wisconsin in the Grand Army 
of the Republic during 1900-01. 

Mr. Jones was appointed commissioner to locate a monument for the 
Sixteenth Wisconsin Infantry at Vicksburg National Military Park, 
and Shiloh Military Park. He was also commissioner on the erection 
of a monument for the Wisconsin soldiers at Shiloh. He was president 
of the Andersonville Monument Commission to erect a monument in 
Prison Park at Andersonville, Gteorgia, for Wisconsin soldiers who suf- 
fered and died in that prison. He was treasurer and a member of the 
board of trustees of the Wisconsin Veterans Home for ten years. 

In Madison on September 22, 1868, Mr. James married Miss Ada 
Briggs. She died in 1869, leaving one son, 0. B. James, who was bom 
July 23, 1869. He was graduated from the state university in 1891 as 
a mechanical engineer. He was emplotyed in the drafting depart- 
ment of the B. P. AUis Manufacturing Company at Milwaukee for 
some time but is now associated with his father in the hardware business. 
In September, 1872, Mr. James married Miss Laura Briggs, a sister of 
liis first wife. She died thirty-two years after their marriage, and of their 
four children two are deceased. Herald, who died in infancy, and Beu- 
lah, who was a graduate of the Boston Conservatory of Music. Two 
are living: Ada and Vida. The latter, a graduate of Milwaukee-Downer 
College, is now Mrs. Elbert Brindley, wife of an attorney at Richland 
Center. Miss Ada is a brilliant young woman, classically educated and 
in early life became interested in and espoused the cause of women's 
suffrage. Since then she has been a faithful champion of the movement, 
and has been one of the most vigorous personal agents in the state for 
the promotion of the equal suffrage movement. She has acted as a 
lobbyist in the Wisconsin General Assembly, and served on committees 
and did important organization and executive work in both Richland 
county and in the State Suffrage Society. The second daughter, Beulah, 
became the wife of R. H. DeLap, Jr., May 2, 1901, but died June 7th 
of the same year. She had great talent and well trained musical ability, 
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possessing a voice of rare charm and culture and had sung in some of 
the leading church choirs in Milwaukee and elsewhere. Much of her 
time was given to this art in addition to her civic and social respon- 
sibility. 

The Bebner Brothers Pubushing Company. The Berner Broth- 
ers, who make up the firm designated in the caption of this brief sketch, 
are among the most prominent and successful men in Antigo or Lan- 
glade county, where they have long been identified with the newspaper 
interests of the district The publications that have their source in this 
firm are the Daily Journal, the Antigo Journal, a weekly publication, 
and the Farmers' Journal, another weekly issue. In addition to these 
they carry on a regular printing and binding business, loose leaf devices 
and the ruling of them being one of their specialties. Henry Berner 
is president of the company; Otto Berner is vice president, and Fred 
L. Berner is secretary and treasurer of the concern, also acting in 
capacity of business manager. 

The Antigo Journal was established in 1898 as a weekly publica- 
tion, and in 1901 the Berner Brothers bought out the paper. Pour 
years later the Berner Brothers Publishing Company was incorporated, 
with a capital stock of $20,000, which in 1912 was increased to $40,000. 
Fred L. Berner is managing editor of the paper, with Earle Holman 
is city editor. The daily and weekly journals have a combined circu- 
lation of about four thousand five hundred copies, and the plant of 
the company is one of the finest in the way of printing and book- 
binding that may be discovered in North Central Wisconsin. The 
paper is a live Bepublican one, and takes a leading place among the 
wide awake journals of the county. 

It was in the year 1884 that Henry Berner, father of the Berner 
Brothers, moved his family from Manitowoc county, this state, to 
Antigo. The father, it should be stated here, was bom in Germany, 
and came to America as a grown youth, in the company of his parents, 
John Berner and his wife. They settled on a farm in the town of 
Qibson, Manitowoc county, Wisconsin. In 1862 Henry Berner mar- 
ried Caroline Zander in Manitowoc county, and she bore him seven 
children. Mr. Berner was a shoemaker by trade and for years he 
maintained a shop and store in the town of Oibson, and when he came 
to Antigo in 1884 he bought out a shoe and general store here, which 
he continued to operate for several years. He was a man of some 
wealth, gained through his sterling methods of business and his nat- 
ural gift of thrift, and it was he who was the financial backer of the 
first newspaper ever published in Langlade county. That was a Ger- 
man publication, known as Der Pioneer, the same existing for a year in 
the early eighties. In 1894 Henry Berner died, but the mother still 
lives. Their children were named as follows: Louis, William, Ella, 
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who married Otto Klessig of Antigo, Wisconsin; Mary, Henry, Fred 
L., and Otto. The last three named are the oflBcers and owners of the 
Bemer Brothers Publishing Company, and concerning them especial 
mention is fittingly introduced at this juncture. 

Henry Berner was. born on June 10, 1878; Fred L. on November 
27, 1880, and Otto on June 23, 1883. All were bom in Manitowoc 
county, in the town of Gibson, but they were reared and educated in 
Antigo, coming here as young children and attending the graded and 
high schools. Henry, who is president of the company, is a practical 
printer, and knows to a nicety the details of the business in which he 
is active. Otto also shares in that ability, both having learned the trade 
from the beginning up. Fred L. taught school for one year in Langlade 
county, and in 1899 he and his brother Henry purchased the Columbus 
(Wisconsin) Democrat, which they conducted at that point for two 
years. In 1901 they became the owners by purchase of the Antigo Jour- 
nal, then a weekly sheet, and three months later sold out their interest 
in the Columbus Democrat, Since that time they have devoted all their 
time and attention to their Antigo business, which is increasing with 
each succeeding year. Their daily and weekly publications form only 
a minor part of their work, the magnitude of their job printing depart- 
ment being one of the features of the concern. The Berner Brothers 
have published every city directory ever produced in Antigo, with the 
single exception of a small paper-backed one that was published years 
ago, before the days when Antigo boasted streets. The last Antigo 
directory was published in 1913-14. In the fall of 1911 they bought out 
the old Antigo Republican, which paper they combined with the Journal 
(weekly). It is worthy of mention that theirs is one of the very few 
daily papers in Wisconsin towns of less than ten thousand inhabitants 
that offers Associated Press service to its readers, this being a feature of 
the Berner Brothers publications. They are the sole owners of the fine 
building in which their plant is housed, the second floor being given 
over to the job printing and bimdery department of the business. 

All three brothers are active in political and civic affairs in the 
county, while Fred L. is secretary of the Langlade County Republican 
Committee. He is also secretary of the Antigo Commercial Club, in 
which the brothers all maintain a membership and in which they have 
done good work for the best interests of Antigo. Their influence as 
moulders of public opinion has been a most excellent one, and their 
standing in this community is one of which they might well be proud. 

Maurice McKenna, a brief review of whose career is given in the 
following pages is well known to the bar, not only of the West, but 
throughout the country, as a careful, painstaking, profound and con- 
scientious lawyer, a thorough scholar, a man of letters, and patron of the 
arts, and a dignified, accomplished and unassuming gentleman. Retained 
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at one time and another as general or special counsel in cases of im- 
portant jurisprudence, he has become, more or less, a familiar figure in 
the courts in many of the principal cities of the country, as well as the 
Supreme Court of Wisconsin, the highest tribunal in the state. Mr. Mc- 
Eenna is a product of the East, having been born at Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts, May 31, 1846, and is a son of Maurice and Mary (Mullane)* 
McKenna, natives of County Kerry, Ireland. 

The parents of Mr. McKenna oame to the United States in the 
spring of 1832, settling first at Boston, Massachusetts, and later remov- 
ing to Springfield, that state. Subsequently, the family went to Niagara 
county, New York, locating near the city of Lockport, where the father 
was engaged in farming. In 1854, removal was made from Buffalo, 
New York, by way of the Great Lakes, to Wisconsin, where the family 
settled on a farm in the town of Eldorado, Fond du Lac county, and 
there the first home was a small cabin located in the woods. This farm 
continued to be the scene of labor of Mr. McKenna 's parents through- 
out the remainder of their lives, the father passing away in 1866, at 
the age of fifty-seven years and the mother dying in 1885. They were 
the parents of twelve children, six of whom died in infancy, and Mary, 
who became the wife of James McGowan, is now deceased; Maurice, of 
this review; Daniel, a successful attorney at Charles City, Iowa; Hon- 
ora, who died in 1865; Dennis W., a prosperous attorney of Aurora, 
Illinois; and Thomas, who graduated from the law department of the 
University of Michigan, and died, soon after, in 1874. 

Maurice McKenna grew to manhood on his father's farm and secured 
his early education in an old log schoolhouse, this being supplemented 
by attendance at the high school at Pond du Lac, Wisconsin. On May 
24, 1864, when a youth of seventeen years, he answered his country's 
call for troops, enlisting for service in the Civil war in Company I, Thir- 
ty-ninth Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and served as a 
private until his term expired. He then returned to his home for a 
short stay, but soon reenlisted, and was already dressed in his uniform, 
ready to go back to the field, in April, 1865, when the news came that 
peace had been declared. 

After resuming the activities of peace, he earned the money to pay 
his way through school by working on a farm, and, after spending some 
time in teaching school, took up the study of law at Fond du Lac, Wis- 
consin, with the firm of Coleman & Blair. In June, 1876, he was 
admitted to the bar, and since that time has continued to reside and 
practice in Fond du Lac. His work has extended to many important 
cases in the state and federal courts of Wisconsin, as well as in the 
supreme court of that state, to which he was admitted to practice in 
1886, and, also, the courts of other states. Mr. McKenna was connected 
with the Fond du Lac Water company for a period of twenty-five years, 
and was its secretary, treasurer and manager for fifteen years of this 
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time. When the city of Fond du Lac took over the property of said 
company, it elected a commission of three citizens, outside of two puHic 
oflBcials, of whom Mr. McKenna was one, and he is still a member of 
this commission. In politics a Republican, he was a member of the 
board of county supervisors of Fond du Lac county for fourteen years, 
being chairman of the board for ten years, and served as clerk of the 
courts of Fond du Lac county, Wisconsin, from the first Monday in 
January, 1871, to the first Monday in January, 1877, and was a member 
of the Fond du Lac Board of Education for two years. Few men are 
more highly esteemed among their fellow-practitioners in the county, as 
evidenced by Mr. McKenna 's ten years of service as president of the 
Fond du Lac County Bar Association. He was also for four years vice- 
president of the Wisconsin State Bar Association. While Mr. Mc- 
Kenna 's residence in Fond du Lac, numbering some fifty-eight years, 
has been replete with engrossing professional employment, which has 
placed him in the front rank of practicing lawyers, he has found time 
to devote to society, and to the cultivation of literature and art, which 
he is able to both enjoy and appreciate. He is possessed of no mean 
literary talent himself, as evidenced by two volumes from his pen, one 
**Elva Lee and Other Poems,'* and the other, published in 1890, ** Poems, 
Rhymes and Verses.*' He is a member of the Academy of Science, Arts 
and Letters of the State of Wisconsin and of the State Historical 
Society. 

Mr. McKenna *s fraternal connections are with the Knights of Colunv 
bus, the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin and with the Elks, and he was 
a member of the board of directors at the time the beautiful Elks build- 
ing was erected in Fond du Lac. He is a valued comrade of E. A. 
Brown Post No. 130, Grand Army of the Republic. 

On August 19, 1874, Mr. McKenna was married to Miss Nellie Fagan, 
a daughter of John and Mary Fagan, and three daughters have been 
born to this union; Minnie V., who is the wife of Dr. T. A. Hardgrove; 
Nora E., now the wife of Dr. F. M. McGauley, both of Fond du Lac, 
and Estella V., who died in 1893. Mr. McKenna and his family are 
members of St. Joseph 's Catholic church in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 

Hon. Joseph E. Davies. In the wonderful success gained by the 
Democratic party in the presidential election of 1912, there flashed sud- 
denly into public notice the. name of Joseph E. Davies, of Madison, 
Wisconsin, a young attorney, a member of the law firm of Aylward, 
Davies, Olbrich and Hill. In 1913 President Wilson appointed Mr. 
Davies to the responsible position of commissioner of corporations. 
Prior to the Democratic Convention at Baltimore, Mr. Davies was but 
little known outside of his native state, but his activities in the securing 
of the nomination of Woodrow Wilson in that body, and his sebsequent 
invaluable services in behalf of his party, brought his name into nation- 
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wide prominence, and as western manager of the Democratic campaign 
he was given a large share of the credit for the great landslide of 1912 
which swept all before it. Mr. Davies has had a remarkable career. 
In little over ten years of time he has risen from the ranks of unknown 
lawyers to the head of his profession and to an undisputed position as 
a force in national politics, and this through the force of his own person- 
alty, his indomitable perseverance and inherent qualities of character 
which have come down from a long line of sturdy forebears. 

Mr. Davies' father was a blacksmith in Wales and came to the United 
States in 1840, when still a young man, taking up his trade in Indiana. 
Later he joined the Welsh colony in southern Wisconsin, settling at 
Watertown, and when he was forty years of age he was a retired wagon 
manufacturer of that place. The mother of Mr. Davies was of Welsh 
and Norman French extraction, the daughter of a barrister, and at the 
age of twenty-two was an ordained minister. She is probably more 
widely known under her nom de plume, Rahel o Fon, among the Welsh 
people, than any other woman of her nationality in this country. She 
came to America on a lecture tour at the request of the combined W*elsh 
religious societies in America, but her tour stopped at Watertown, for it 
was there that she met and married Mr. Davies. 

Joseph E. Davies received his early education from his mother at 
home, and subsequently attended the public schools of Waterown, grad- 
uating from the high school as valedictorian of his class in 1894. The 
same year he entered the University of Wisconsin and was elected pres- 
ident of the freshman class, and four years later finished the letters and 
science course and at his graduation was both class-day and commence- 
ment orator and was awarded special honors on his thesis. While' still a 
student at the University of Wisconsin, he was made athletic instructor. 
In the following year, while a student in the law school, he was one of 
the winning team in the Illinois Wisconsin Intercollegiate debate. He 
graduated in law in 1901, having been president of the senior law class, 
and was commencement orator at graduation, and the year following 
was made temporary chairman of the Democratic State Convention. It 
may be said that he entered law and politics at the same time, his ability 
as an orator helping him in both. He commenced the practice of hia 
profession at Watertown, where he remained for five and one-half years, 
and during four years of this time acted in the capacity of district 
attorney of Jefferson county. Since settling in Madison, he has been a 
member of the firm of Aylward, Davies, Olbrich and Hill. 

In May, 1910, Mr. Davies was made permanent state chairman of 
the Democratic party in Wisconsin, and after the death of the Hon. T. 
E. Ryan, he was elected to the Democratic , National Committee, being 
the youngest member of the national committee of either of the big 
parties. He subsequently became secretary of that body, and its treas- 
urer prO'tem. It was in consideration of his long time friendship for 
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former Governor Wilson and William H. McCoombs that Mr. Davies 
took charge of the Democratic campaign in the middle and far west. 
The following excerpt from the New York Herald of July 3, 1912, is a 
fair expression of the impression made by Mr. Davies in the convention 
at Baltimore. 

**When the break came this afternoon and the National Convention 
joined in a wild rush to nominate Governor Wilson, two young men on 
the speakers' platform observed the development without any special 
display of interest, although it meant that they were just budding into 
national prominence as politicians. They were William H. McCoombs 
of New York, and Joseph H. Davies of Wisconsin, who managed the 
entire Wilson campaign and piloted their candidate to victory." 

In 1902 Mr. Davies was married to Miss Emlen Knight, daughter 
of Colonel J. H. Knight, of Ashland, Wisconsin, and they have two 
children. 

Mr. Davies is still in the fullness of his strength with the best years 
of his career before him, and it will be interesting to note just how far 
this young son of Wisconsin will go. If the accomplishments and suc- 
cesses of the past may be taken as a criterion of the future, high honors 
await him. 

J. 0. W. Danielson. Success in any business requires experience, 
knowledge and a certain relation of adaptability between the man and 
his work, but it would be hard to find an industry with more exacting 
requirements preliminary to a complete knowledge and a thorough com- 
petence in all its details than lumbering. The most successful men in 
the business now and formerly have been those who secured promotion 
beginning with the apprenticeship of the woods and camp on through 
the higher places of management in woods, in the river running, in the 
mills, and then on through to the places of large business responsibility 
in the general oflBces controlling both the production and the distribution 
of the product. 

One of such men, who has been through the entire curriculum in the 
training of a lumberman, is William Danielson, as he is best kno\\Ti, of 
the firm of Danielson & Pierce, wholesale hardwood lumber dealers, with 
oflBces in the First National Bank Building of Rhinelander, and with 
a Chicago office in the McCormick Building. William Danielson has 
for many years been identified with the lumber industry in Wisconsin, 
and prior to that time was in the northern woods of upper Michigan. 
He first came to Rhinelander in the fall of 1887, coming here from Big 
Eapids, Michigan. His first employment was as lumber inspector for 
the Underwood Lumber Company, with which firm he continued for two 
and a half years. After that he was local manager for Joseph Rathbom 
& Company, lumbermen from Chicago, with headquarters in Rhine- 
lander. His connection with that firm continued from 1891 to the spring 
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of 1893, the firm going out of business at the latter date. On leaving 
the last concern, Mr. Danielson engaged in the wholesale lumber trade 
for himself, and for several years was located at Rhinelander. He then 
established a retail lumber yard at Genoa Junction, Wisconsin, but a 
year or so later returned to Rhinelander as manager for the John God- 
kin Lumber Company, continuing that relationship for several years. 
For the next four years he was with the Robbins Lumber Company of 
Rhinelander, both in the mill and on the road. In 1907 was formed the 
partnership of Danielson & Pierce, the senior member of which is Mr. 
A. F. Pierce, the prominent lumberman concerning whom a sketch will 
be found elsewhere in this work. 

J. 0. W. Danielson is a native of Sweden, where he was born in 1864. 
As a boy he came to America, and was practically reared in the lumber 
woods of upper Michigan. While a boy he became a lumber jack, and 
was initiated into all the rites and mysteries of lumbering. Later he was 
driver of a team for a lumber yard at Big Rapids, Michigan, and from 
there came to Rhinelander. He has worked in all branches, in the man- 
ufacturing end, in the woods and logging camp, as an estimator and 
inspector, as a cruiser, and has also been at the selling end, both whole- 
sale and retail. His residence in Rhinelander began when this town 
was little more than a lumber camp in the big woods, and he has wit- 
nessed and assisted in its development to a thriving city. 

Mr. Danielson is married and he and his wife, whose maiden name 
was Ida Timmel, have five children, namely : Marie, Andrus, Clarence, 
Frances, and Bernie. In Masonic circles Mr. Danielson is one of the 
best known in northern Wisconsin, having taken practically all the 
degrees in both the York and Scottish Rite, including the thirty-second 
degree in the Scottish Rite Masonry, and is a member of the Knights 
Templar Commandery and the -Mystic Shrine. He is a quiet and retir- 
ing man, and has never aspired for political honors, and devotes his time 
exclusively to his business and his home and family. 

James Cavanagh. One of the oldest members of the Kenosha bar 
through a period of thirty-five years, Mr. Cavanagh has been not only 
an able and successful lawyer, but also one of the most influential factors 
in the community life of his native city. Practically through the exist- 
ence of Wisconsin as a state, and since Kenosha's village days, the name 
Cavanagh has been familiar in this locality and its associations have 
always been with honored and useful activity and unimpeachable 
integrity. 

Bom in Kenosha, June 23, 1853, James Cavanagh is a son of James 
and Catherine Cox Cavanagh. Both parents were bom in Ireland. 
The father, who was by occupation a landscape gardener and farmer, 
and in religion a Catholic, came alone to the United States in 1848, 
locating at Kenosha, where he died in 1861. He was the father of three 
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children, two of whom died in infancy, so that James is the only repre- 
sentative of the family. 

In the country schools about Kenosha, James Cavanagh laid the 
foundation for his education, and those schools furnished him his only 
opportunity until his fifteenth year. Later he graduated from the Osh- 
kosh State Normal School in the class of 1874. Previously he had suc- 
cessfully taught school for five years, and taught one year after leaving 
the State Normal. From March 1, 1876, to 1877 he was energetically 
studying law with J. V. and C. Quarrells, and in the latter year was 
admitted to the bar and began the practice of his profession at Stevens 
Point. In 1878 he returned to Kenosha, where he was taken into part- 
nership with his former preceptor under the firm name of Cavanagh & 
Quarrells. That relationship lasted for two years. During the following 
year he was in practice alone, after which was formed a partnership with 
Peter Fisher, under the firm name of Cavanagh & Fisher. In 1894, the 
firm was dissolved, and Richard P. Brown then became associated with 
Mr. Cavanagh, under the name of Cavanagh & Brown. They practiced 
together until 1907. Thus Mr. Cavanagh has been in continuous prac- 
tice since 1877, and since 1878 has been active with the Kenosha bar. 
During this long period of years he has not only directed a large gen- 
eral practice, but his ability has been retained as a representative of 
various large corporations. Mr. Cavanagh is himself a factor in finan- 
cial and business affairs, has been a director in the First National Bank 
of Kenosha, the Northwestern Loan and Trust Company. 

His public service has also been important, for four years he was dis- 
trict attorney, was superintendent of schools for eight years, and for 
the same length of time served as school commissioner. In politics he 
is now a Progressive Republican. Mr. Cavanagh was married at Osh- 
kosh, April 25, 1877, to Miss Nellie Parkington. The two children born 
to their marriage are: Walter J. and Richard C. The son Walter J., 
who was liberally educated in the University of Chicago, is now a rising 
young attorney of Kenosha, and a member of the firm of Cavanagh, 
Bonas and Cavanagh. 

Marcus C. Bergh. One of the best known men in banking circles of 
Wisconsin is Marcus C. Bergh, who recently retired from a long service 
as bank commissioner, and is now cashier and the active executive of 
the Farmers & Merchants Bank at Richland Center, of which institution 
he was one of the organizers and which though new, has made a record 
of progress which well entitles it to the confidence manifested by the 
business community which it serves. Marcus C. Bergh was born July 
17, 1859, in Vernon county, Wisconsin. His parents, Clement and 
Martha (Bergh) Bergh, natives of Norway, were among the pioneers 
of Vernon county, the father having located there in 1849. His entire 
career was spent as a farmer, he was a member of the Lutheran church. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2329 

and in politics a Republican. Vernon county was almost a wilderness 
in 1849, when the Bergh family located there, and its members expe- 
rienced all the hazards and hardships of existence in that frontier region. 
Of the eleven children in the family, nine are now living, and the Rich- 
land Center banker was next to the yoimgest. 

Until his sixteenth year his education was fairly continuous, being 
obtained from the district and the high school of his home community. 
His practical business life began as a salesman for nursery stock, and 
he traveled over a wide scope of country and distributed many thousands 
of fruit trees during the next three years. Following that his work was 
as a teacher for one year, and he then took up the study of law with the 
firm of Rusk & Vinje. That association first brought him into connection 
with public affairs. 

Mr. Bergh took an active part in the campaign made by Mr. Jere- 
miah M. Rusk in his race for governor of the state. On January 1, 1882, 
he became associated with the firm of Lindemann & Rusk in the banking 
business at Viroqua, and also looked after J. M. Rusk's private interests 
there during the seven years he was governor until 1888, when the 
citizens of Vernon county elected Mr. Bergh to the oflSce of sheriflP, in 
which he served one term. In 1895, came his appointment as chief 
clerk of the State Banking Department, and since that time he has been 
closely identified with banking affairs, either in a public capacity, or as 
manager of an individual institution. His two years as chief clerk were 
followed by his appointment as deputy state bank examiner, an oflSce 
he held from 1897 to '1899. On January 1, 1899, Mr. Bergh was 
appointed assistant state treasurer, and held that position three years 
until the death of the state bank examiner, Mr. E. I. Kidd. Following 
that came his final promotion in the state government, with his appoint- 
ment as commissioner of banking, and to that office he gave a capable 
administration and close and accurate supervision of all the institutions 
under the state laws, from 1902 to 1911. On his retirement from public 
office, Mr. Bergh became associated with the firm of Sandall-Toftoy Com- 
pany for a short time, handling bonds and investments at Madison. This 
was followed by his connection with the bond and mortgage house of 
P. W. Jacobs Company and early in 1913 he moved to Richland coun- 
ty and assisted in organizing thie Farmers & Merchants Bank at Rich- 
land Center. This bank began business May 12, 1913, with a capital 
stock of fifty thousand dollars and within six months its total resources 
amounted to more than one hundred and fifty thousand dollars and its 
deposits aggregating more than double the amount of capital stock. The 
officers of the Farmers and Merchants Bank are: Fred H. Pratt, pres- 
ident; Joshua L. Johns, vice president; Marcus C. Bergh, cashier, while 
the directors other than those just named are C. S. Craig and Grant L. 
Miner. 

Fraternally Mr. Bergh is affiliated with the Masonic Order, having 
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taken thirty-two degrees of the Scottish Rite and being a member of the 
Shrine ; with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, is an active 
worker in the Richland Center Commercial Club, and belongs to the 
Scandinavian Workingmen's Association. His political aflSliation has 
been with the Republican party. 

At DeSoto, Wisconsin, on February 20, 1881, Mr. Bergh married 
Miss Nellie M. Smith. Four of their five children are living, namely: 
Minnie E, bom March 25, 1882; Arthur W., born August 12, 1883; 
Lona Irene, bom August 14, 1888 ; and Reid M., bom August 11, 1894. 

George M. Perby. One of the ablest jury lawyers of Wisconsin 
is George M. Perry of Black River Falls. Mr. Perry entered the law 
after a long novitiate as a farmer, lumberman, school teacher, clerk of 
court, county judge, and the first city mayor of Black River Falls, and 
few men have a more mature ability resulting from long and intimate 
contact with men and affairs. Aside from the interests attaching to his 
individual career, there is much to be said concerning his family, his 
father having been one of the pioneers in the vicinity of Black River 
Falls. 

George M. Perry was born August 23, 1848, in what is now the town 
of Brockway, in Jackson county, at the mouth of Perry's Creek, named 
in honor of his father. He was the oldest son of James and Lydia 
(Edmunds) Perry. On his mother's side his ancestry goes back to 
Roger Williams, and related families of New England. The Perrys, 
according to the best information obtainabFe, Vere originally Welsh, 
and settled in the New England states. From there some of them went 
to New York, some to New Jersey, and into Maryland, Virginia, and 
there were twelve brothers of the name in Virginia at one time. Some 
of the Perrys in the south were slave owners. Grandfather Basil Perry 
who for some years lived at Fredericktown, Maryland, had an older 
brother John near Louisville, Kentucky, and in response to a letter from 
John, Basil about 1810, visited his brother John at Louisville, but not 
being satisfied with the country returned up the Ohio river, and set- 
tled in what was then Columbiana county, Ohio, in the year 1811, but 
in what is now Goshen township of Lycoming county. Basil Perry mar- 
ried a Miss Hazen, who was more or less closely connected with the fam- 
ily of General Hazen. Basil Perry died in Ohio at the age of eighty- 
three years. An injury to his hip had made him a semi-invalid foi* a 
number of years, but outside of that he had never known a sick day. 
His wife, after his death, came with her younger son Thomas to Han- 
cock county, Illinois, where she died some time during the Civil war. 
Grandfather Obadiah Edmunds left Salem, Ohio, in 1835, and came to 
Illinois where he bought some land about twelve or fifteen miles south- 
east of Burlington, Iowa, in what is now Hancock county, Illinois. He 
returned to Ohio, and early the following year accompanied by Mr. 
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Perry's uncle, John Perry, returned by steamboat down the Ohio river 
and up the Mississippi to his lands and prepared a rude western home 
for his family, who came by wagon and team from Columbiana county to 
Hancock county, Illinois, that spring. Basil Perry and wife had six 
children, all of whom are now deceased. 

James Perry, father of the lawyer above mentioned, was bom at 
Salem, Ohio, June 13, 1819, and came to Hancock county, Illinois, some 
time between 1836 and 1838. In the spring of 1841, he left Illinois, in 
company with Daniel Edmunds, the oldest brother of his first wife,, took 
passage on the steamer Osprey at Burlington, Iowa, and arrived at 
LaCrosse Prairie April 5, 1841. At that time there were no habitations 
on the site of LaCrosse, and the only, inhabitants were a few Indians and 
a few United States soldiers. The following day James Perry and Dan- 
iel Edmunds started out on the east side of the river to reach a point 
on Black river known as Nichols, but got lost, slept all night without 
food at a point opposite the present village of Melrose, and the next 
morning continued their journey to a place below Melrose, where they 
crossed the river, and then went up to the mouth of Roaring Creek to the 
place of Jonathan Nichols. About five or six miles below Black River 
Falls, at what is now known as Edmunds Ripple, named after said 
Daniel Edmunds, they began to cut and hew timber. Pari of this tim- 
ber was used in and about Port Crawford at Prairie du Chien by the 
government and some of it in the building of the Mormon temple at 
Nauvoo, Illinois. In the spring of 1842 James Perry went to the mouth 
of what is now known as Perry's Creek, being employed by James ana 
Henry O'Neill, uncles of the present Judge James O'Neill, to put a saw- 
mill in operation and conduct it, a work he continued for some time. 
With his brother John he later went into Clark county, and on Cowley's 
Creek just above Neillsville, built a sawmill, which was operated by them 
a time, until they sold out. Somewhat prior to 1846, James Perry 
bought the sawmill which had been built at the mouth of Perry's Creek,, 
and remained there until 1856. It was here that George M. Perry was 
born. In 1856, James Perry bought from Andrew Shepherd what was 
known as the Red Sawmill on the /west side of the cut-oflf island about 
three and a half miles below Black River Falls. During the hard times 
of 1857 the family returned to the mill on the east side of the river at 
the mouth of Perry's Creek, and lived there until 1862. In- that year 
James Perry built a steam sawmill about half a mile down the river 
and that was the family home until some time in 1867. James Perry 
then moved to the head of Perry's Creek, and operated a saw mill in the 
timber region of that section. Two or three years later he took charge 
of a steam mill for a man named Valentine, near where the Indian Mis- 
sion and schoolhouse is now situated. About 1869 or 1870 he bought the 
southeast quarter of section twenty-one, township twenty north, range 
four west, in the town of Manchester in Jackson county, and soon after- 
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wards moved his family to that locality. He then took up the quiet 
vocation of farming, and lived as a farmer and substantial citizen until 
his death March 16, 1897. His wife, Lydia Perry, died February 8, 
1855, at the old home at the mouth of Perry's Creek. Their children 
were: George M., Sarah L., and J. D. Perry. The father by his sec- 
ond wife had three children: Charles M. Perry, who died in October, 
1873; Ida Clark, living at New England, North Dakota; and William 
H. Perry, who died May 10, 1894. 

James Perry, though a firm believer in a God, was not a member 
of any church. During the war times Greeley's New York Tribune was 
his bible, politically speaking. He was a rank, bitter, hostile Abolition- 
ist, and had no time for oppression of any kind. In his business he hired 
a great many men. They usually worked for him a long term of years. 
He never had any trouble with his hired help. He believed in the golden 
rule and lived up to its teachings as nearly as he possibly could. Some 
time after the war he thought the Republican party was becoming some- 
what corrupt. A patriot, rather than a partisan, he talked, acted and 
voted according to his own judgment of what was for the best interests 
of the country, following the motto, **The greatest good to the greatest 
number." Through his own personal efforts and energy he became 
quite a writer, so much so that his writings attracted the attention of 
some of his early boyhood acquaintances back in Ohio, who wrote to hiia 
upon the subject discussed under his name in the newspapers. After he 
became dissatisfied with the conduct of some members in his own party 
he was quite independent, criticising all parties that he thought were 
wrong and praising those he thought were right, sometimes voting one 
way and sometimes another. That was his practice throughout his later 
years. His voting was always a question of right and wrong with him. 

George M. Perry lived with his parents until the death of his 
mother, and his experience with the world began when he was about 
fourteen years old. In his earlier years Mr. Perry knew all the details 
of logging, river driving and sawmilling. The schools in that part of 
Wisconsin during his youth were of a primitive character and most of 
his education had been self -acquired. The first school he attended was 
conducted by a widow in a private log house near his father's old 
sawmill. There were no public schools, and his attendance previous 
to going into the army amounted to about three or four terms of such 
schooling. He was thirteen years old when the Civil war broke out, 
and in the same month in which his sixteenth birthday occurred he 
responded to the call for more troops to put down the Rebellion. He 
enlisted, as he supposed, in the Forty-Second Wisconsin Regiment, on 
August 22, 1864. When the recruits reached Camp Randall at Madi- 
son, Colonel Thomas S. Allen was there seeking seven new companies 
to fill up the Fifth Wisconsin, the remnant of which was then at Win- 
Chester, Virginia. The company to which Mr. Perry belonged was 
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called into line, and the proposition put whether they preferred to go 
into the Forty-Second Regiment, or into the old Fifth Regiment, thoee 
who preferred the Fifth Regiment being asked to step two paces to the 
front while the others should remain standing. Every man stepped two 
paces to the front, and as soon as they could draw their clothing they 
were mustered in on the thirteenth of September, and went immedi- 
ately to Washington, D. C, where they drew their full amount of arms, 
and were then passed on to Alexandria, Virginia, and from there to 
Fairfax Station. Near Fairfax courthouse they had their first experi- 
ence in actual war with a little band of Confederates said to be Mosby's 
Guerrillas. Returning to Washington, they took the train to Harper's 
Ferry, and landed at Martinsburg, in the night. The following morn- 
ing they started up the Shenandoah Valley to Winchester, guarding the 
wagon train on the way. The new recruits joined the old Fifth regi- 
ment on the Winchester Battle Grounds, and then the regiment went 
on up the valley to Cedar Creek. Mr. Perry was then put in the 
field hospital, was returned to Martinsburg, then to Frederickstown, 
Maryland, then to Philadelphia, and then to Chestnut Hill, where he 
was placed in Mower's general hospital. Along about the first of De- 
cember he was sent to the convalescent camp opposite Washington, 
thence down the river to City Point, and joined his regiment and com- 
pany in its position on the right of the Weldon railroad in front of 
Petersburg, Virginia. The regiment remained there, except when par- 
ticipating in the battle of Hatcher's Run on February 6, until the 
evening of April 1, 1865. They were under fire frequently during the 
fall, winter and spring of 1865. On March 25, 1865, they went from 
their quarters on the Double Creek to Fort Sedgwick, when General 
Gordon broke through their lines, and on that occasion the regiment 
was under fire, though not a gun was fired from the Uniop lines, but 
in the afternoon of that day they moved back to the Weldon railroad 
and attacked the enemy, drove in his pickets and advanced and held 
a new picket line. In recalling his experiences as a soldier during the 
last few days of the war, Mr. Perry described his movements as fol- 
lows : **0n the evening of the first of April we were moved out of camp 
with canteens and bayonets and everything fastened so as to make no 
noise, and marched to the left until we struck what we called Fort 
Fisher, back of which was a tall lookout post. We moved out some- 
time after midnight from our own breastworks, and up near the picket 
line where the thirty-seventh Massachusetts of our brigade was placed 
on the skirmish line. The skirmish was started foi^ the purpose of 
concealing our movements, while we filed close up under our pickets 
preparatory to making the charge. Here by cross-fire, while we were 
waiting to make the charge. Lieutenant R. D. Squires, then command- 
ing oixr company, was seriously wounded and some others tnlled and 
wounded just before the break of day, April 2, 1865. At the booming 
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of the cannon in Fort Fisher we jumped to our feet and charged the 
rebel works and captured the same. We then moved to the left, and 
then back to the right towards Petersburg, and the following morning 
moved to the right and then turned westward on the chase after Glen- 
eral Lee. Our regiment was brigaded with the Second Rhode Island, 
Thirty-Seventh Massachusetts, Forty-Ninth, Eighty-Second, and One 
Hundred and Nineteenth Pennsylvania, and was known as the Third 
Brigade, First Division, Sixth Army Corp, then commanded by Gen- 
eral Horatio G. Wright. At the battle of Sailors Creek, April 6, 1865, 
General Sheridan personally put us into the battle. Our company was 
put upon the skirmish line. On my right was James Conlon, in his 
front was Louis A. Nelson, and in my front a man by the name of 
Stephen Smith, two of whom were instantly killed and one mortally 
wounded. The following morning early we again marched after Lee 
and were as we supposed lined up for another battle on April 9, 1865, 
when' it was announced that Lee had surrendered." 

After the surrender his regiment was camped at different places 
in Virginia, and at a point opposite Washington City he received his 
honorable discharge June 20, 1865. The members of the Fifth Regi- 
ment took a train of flat cars and box cars near the national capital, 
were transported in that manner to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, thence 
to Cleveland, Ohio, and from there by steamer to Detroit, went across 
Michigan by rail to Grand Haven, and thence by the steamer Mil- 
waukee to the City of Milwaukee. On the following day they rode in 
box cars to Madison, where they got credit for clothing and dressed 
in citizens garb. Mr. Perry reached home June 28, 1865. 

Poor health greatly interfered with Mr. Perry's subsequent prog- 
ress, but during the next winter he attended a common district school, 
and worke4 for his board by doing chores. In the spring of 1866 he 
ran on a raft down Black River, and the Mississippi River to Keo- 
kuk, Iowa, and to Hamilton, Illinois. He returned sick from this trip, 
and the following winter was spent in the logging woods, and in the 
next spring he made another trip with a raft down Black River and 
the Mississippi. His health being inadequate for the prosecution of 
his business duties, he took a raft down the river in the fall of 1867, 
landed at Dubuque, and from there went to Epworth, Iowa, and 
attended school from January to June in 1868. In the foUouing fall 
he went to Denmark in Lee county, Iowa, and spent two years in 
what was known as Denmark Academy. In order to help along with 
his tuition he taught one term of school during the winter, chopped 
wood, did janitor service, and otherwise paid his way. Thomas Mc- 
Clelland, now president of Ejiox College at Galesburg, Illinois, was 
his companion and school mate at that time, and both were animated 
with the same desire to prepare for college, which they accomplished 
during their two years at Denmark Academy. Mr. Perry then entered 
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the Illinois Industrial University at Champaign, and Urbana, Illinois, 
and was a student there until his health failed in the following spring. 
As his father was also ill, he returned to Wisconsin early in the spring 
of 1872. The Illinois Industrial University was conducted on a quasi- 
miUtary plan, and Mr. Perry was a member of the battalion com- 
manded by an old army captain named Schneider. Governor Palmer 
of Illinois ordered us to report for duty at Chicago at the time of 
the fire in the fall of 1871. The Battalion was received at Chicago 
by General Sheridan and General Forsy of Sheridan's staff, both of 
whom Mr. Perry knew on sight, having seen them during the war. It 
was the third time that he had served under General Phil Sheridan; 
first in the Shenandoah Valley, then in the march after Lee at the Battle 
of Sailors Creek, and lastly at the Chicago fire. On his return to Wis- 
consin in 1872, Mr. Perry on account of his health engaged in light 
work in the sash and door factory conducted by a cousin, this employ- 
ment being more as a restorative than as a business. 

About this time Mr. Perry married, and soon afterwards moved to 
the town of Manchester on a piece of wild land,. where he built a small 
house, and worked as a farmer. While there he served as town clerk, 
farmed and taught school about six months in each year, but in the fall 
of 1877 he was elected clerk of the circuit court, and that caused his 
removal to the city of Black River Palls, where he still lives. Mr. Perry 
resigned his office as clerk of court in February, 1881, in order to 
accept the appointment from Governor William E. Smith as county 
judge, serving out the unexpired term of Judge Bump, then deceased. 
Later he was elected for two terms of four years each, and held the 
office of county judge for nine years. Mr. Perry was the first mayor 
of ^he city of Black River Falls, and for more than a year remained 
at the head of the city government. Later he was again elected, and 
served out another term as mayor. In later years Mr. Perry has served 
as alderman, as city attorney, and other positions of trust and respon- 
sibility. He is and always has been a vigorous and public-spirited 
worker in behalf of every movement that contributes to the larger 
growth, and social and civic betterment of his community. 

While serving as clerk of court, Mr. Perry was also preparing for 
the bar. It was while teaching school and on his farm that he first took 
up the study of Blackstone, and continued his reading while clei-k, 
and was admitted March 23, 1880, at a bar examination before a com- 
mittee appointed by Judge A. W. Newman. Later he was admitted to 
practice in the supreme court of Wisconsin and also in the federal 
courts. Soon after his admission he took up practice, though his duties 
as county judge eliminated that course from his practice. Since leav- 
ing the office of county judge he has devoted his whole time and atten- 
tion to the practice of law. Mr. Perry as a lawyer has excelled in his 
forceful management of cases before a jury. He has been employed to 
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represent important interests, not only in the local courts, but in many 
states and larger cities. During his practice of law he received into 
office and supervised the law studies of Herbert I. Brackett, now on the 
pension board of appeals at Washington, D. C. ; John G. Forbes, now in 
Seattle, Washington; George W. Levis, now deceased, formerly of 
Madison; and Edgar A. Werner, now of Shawano. Mr. Brackett was 
at one time a partner of Mr. Perry in the law business, and the firm of 
Perry & Brackett lasted about three or four years. With that excep- 
tion Mr. Perry has never had any partnership. 

In politics Mr. Perry has usually been a Republican but has always 
been independent, and his rule in this respect has been **my country 
first, and then the party only as it serves the best interests of thfe 
country.'' In 1912 he voted a State Democratic ticket and National 
Republican ticket, but for the most part has supported the Republican 
interests in national and state affairs. As already stated, he has been 
attorney for some large financial and other interests, and has assisted 
in the promotion of certain concerns in his community according to 
his individual ability, among them having been the Price Manufactur- 
ing Company, and the establishment at Black River Palls of the opera 
hall and other enterprises. 

In the Spring of 1872 Mr. Perry married Miss Nellie Martin, a 
daughter of William and Eliza Martin. To that marriage were born 
two children: Birdine M., now the wife of Rufus A. Jones; and Harry 
M. Perry, now associated with his father in business. The mother of 
these children died June 20, 1904. In July, 1908, he married her 
cousin, Emma L. Styles. 

Hon. James J. McGiluvray is a veteran business man of Black 
River Palls. He has been identified with that community since 1866, 
and no resident of Jackson county is better known, has the more sub- 
stantial rewards of business success, and enjoys more fully the confi- 
dence and esteem of his fellow citizens. He has served in the state 
legislature, as mayor of his home city, and in many ways has been a 
worker for public welfare and the improvement of his county and 
the state. 

James J. McGillivray was born June 16, 1848, in the province of 
Quebec, Canada, and came to Wisconsin in 1866. Professionally he is 
an architect, and has done a great deal of business in that line, and 
has been a successful manufacturer. Mr. McGillivray has a large plant 
for the manufacture of sash, doors, mouldings, stairs, and other interior 
finishing, and also has a retail lumber yard at Black River Falls. 

His public career as a factor in the larger affairs of the state began 
in 1890 with his election as a member of the Wisconsin Assembly, and 
he was reelected in 1892. In 1896 he was elected to the State Senate, 
and was one of the influential workers in that body for twelve years. 
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During his legislative career he introduced and secured the passage of 
many bills, which are now permanent features of Wisconsin statutes, 
and civic and economic policies. While in the senate he favored the 
election of John C. Spooner and nominated him for the United States 
Senate. He was a strong supporter of LaFollette and nominated him 
for the United States Senate, and is one of the active leaders in the 
progressive Republican ranks. For three sessions he served as presi- 
dent pro-tem of the senate. He led in the movement for good roads, 
and was one of the supporters for the appointment of a railway rate 
commission. 

When he came to Black River Palls in 1886 Mr. McGillivray organ- 
ized the Price Manufacturing Comany, and became its manager. The 
post of manager was held by him until 1882, when he bought the plant, 
and has continued the business ever since. In local affairs he served as 
mayor of Black River Palls from 1907 to 1911. Mr. McGillivray was 
president of the Jackson county Agricultural Society two years, secre- 
tary and treasurer three years. Fraternally he is affiliated with Lodge 
No. 74, A. P. & A. M., and was its master ten years. He has taken 
thirty-two degrees of the Scottish Rite, is a member of the Mystic Shrine, 
and other affiliations are with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
the Modern Woodmen and Equity Society of America. 

On December 17, 1877, he married Miss Flora H. Hall, j daugh- 
ter of James and Lida Hall, who came from New York State to Wis- 
consin. Two children were bom to their marriage : W. J., born April 
27, 1884; and Veda H., bom May 14, 1889. 

Geobgb p. Cooper. One of the oldest papers in Wisconsin is the 
Badger State Banner of Black River Falls, which celebrated its semi- 
centennial on September 13, 1906. Prom its beginning in the same 
year that saw the formal inauguration of the Republican party as the 
National political movement, the Banner has been a progressive news- 
paper, a clear index of the local news, a molder of public opinion and 
a worthy influence for the substantial development and civic improve- 
ment of its home town and the county. In the history of the Banner 
one family name above all others who have been identified with the 
enterprise stands conspicuous. It is that of Cooper. The venerable 
Prank Cooper went with the paper before the war. Its present pro- 
prietor is George P. Cooper, one of the ablest and oldest of Wiscon- 
sin's newspaper men, who has spent practically forty-five years in the 
active following of his profession. He started when a boy and has 
never stepped outside of his chosen career. 

George P. Cooper was bom July 9, 1852, and is a son of Prank 
and Catherine (Pox) Cooper. His parents came from England, and 
the father went to Milwaukee in 1848, where he worked at his trade as 
a printer for a time and thence to Racine on the *'01d Oaken Bucket." 
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Later he was connected with the state printing department. After his 
marriage in 1849 he moved to Michigan, but returned to Wisconsin and 
to Black River Falls in 1857, and in 1866 became active proprietor of 
the Banner. His relation as editor and proprietor continued until 1888, 
at which time he turned over the heavy responsibilities of newspaper 
management to his son, but still continued to write and assist other- 
wise in the issue of the Banner until old age finally kept him entirely 
from the oflSce. He died in 1911 at the venerable age of eighty-six 
years. The Banner was established in 1856, at a time when Black 
River Palls was little more than a lumber camp at the center of a great 
lumbering district, and was the only paper in a large territory. It 
started out independent in politics, but the war made it a Republican 
paper, and it has continued to support that party ever since, thoiigh it 
is in no sense a rabid partisan journal, and never has been. At the 
beginning of 1871 Prank Cooper took into partnership his son, Charles 
J. Cooper, under the name of Cooper & Son. A little more than three 
years later Charles J. Cooper was succeeded by his brother, George P. 
Cooper, who has been closely identified with the Banner since 1868. 

Mr. Cooper's father saw service during the Civil war, having enlisted 
in Company C of the Thirty-seventh Wisconsin Infantry, and at the 
time of his honorable discharge was sergeant of his company. 

It was forty-five years ago that George P. Cooper began learning his 
trade as a printer, and had his first practical experience in a newspaper 
office. With the exception of two years spent in school, he has been on 
the same spot and in the same business ever since, and most of that 
time as active editor and proprietor of the Banner, Outside of his 
newspaper enterprise he has given service in the office of State Oil 
Inspector for a temporary period, and following the destructive flood 
at Black River Palls was appointed secretary of the relief committee 
some of the important points from the report of this committee, recently 
published, and showing the work accomplished for the restoration of 
business and property, and for the relief of the inhabitants. 

Mr. Cooper is a director in the Jackson County Bank, and served as 
treasurer of the Northern Wisconsin Press Association from 1902 to 
1907, and was president of the Wisconsin Press Association from 1908 
to 1910. He was married in 1882 to Miss Mary L. Bowman, of Black 
River Palls. 

Merlin Hull. The present speaker of the Wisconsin Assembly, 
Merlin Hull, was first elected to the legislature in 1908, and his two suc- 
cessive re-elections have come without opposition from his district, which 
comprises Jackson county. Mr. Hull is a lawyer by profession, and one 
of Wisconsin's able newspaper men. 

Mr. Hull received his education in the common schools of his old 
home county, attended Gale College at Galesville, Wisconsin, and did 
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his collegiate and law school work at Depauw. University in Indiana, and 
the Columbian University at Washington, D. C. For many years he has 
had a successful practice as a lawyer at Black River Falls, and in 1894 
was admitted to practice in the United States Supreme Court. At Black 
River Falls he is publisher of the Jackson County Jonmal. For sev- 
eral years Mr. Hull was in the government service at Washington, 
D. C. In 1894 Mr. Hull was elected clerk of the circuit court of Jack- 
son county. He was elected district attorney in 1906, and in 1908 was 
first chosen a member of the Assembly, being re-elected without opposi- 
tion in 1910 and 1912. In 1913 he received the full Republican vote 
for the oflSce of speaker, a position which he fills with admirable poise 
and parliamentary skill. During his work in the legislature Mr. Hull 
has devoted much time and effort to the promotion of legislation for 
the improvement of rural conditions, for the advancement of coopera- 
tive marketing, for the development of a better system of agricultural 
instruction, and for the improvement of the common schools. 

Hon. Willard T. Stevens. The thirtieth senatorial district in 
northern Wisconsin could have sent no more thoroughly represeiita- 
tive citizen to the state senate than the present senator Willard T. 
Stevens. Mr. Stevens is a lumberman, and one of the largest now oper- 
ating along the Wisconsin River Valley. His father before him was one 
of the pioneers in the industry in the northern section of the state, 
and the son has worthily carried out and increased the many interests 
and activities associated wiHi the name of Stevens in Wisconsin. The 
thirtieth senatorial district comprises the counties of Oneida, Vilas, Iron, 
Forest, Florence, Lincoln, and Taylor, the extreme northeastern part 
of the state. Its greatest resources and interests are lumbering, and 
there was a signal propriety in the choice of one of the leading lumber 
men of the district for the position in the legislature, now held by 
Mr. Stevens. Mr. Stevens was first chosen to fill out the unexpired 
term caused by the death of the late Senator James A. Wright, who died 
in January, 1912. He was reelected for the full term of four years 
in the fall of 1912, going in on the Republican ticket. 

Senator Stevens has been a resident of Rhinelander, in Oneida 
county, since 1888, only a few years after the establishment of that 
town, and has been closely identified with lumbering operations in 
this section of the state ever since. He came here with his father and 
brother, and established at Rhinelander the Stevens Lumber Company. 
Willard T. Stevens was born at Beetown, in Grant county, Wisconsin, 
September, 1865, a son of Hon. D. B. and Maiy Catherine (Rockefeller) 
Stevens. 

Hon. D. B. Stevens, a pioneer of both Grant and Oneida counties, 
was in the early day a farmer of Grant county, but for almost half 
a century was prominently identified with lumbering in northern Wis- 
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consin. He established about fifty years ago a saw mill at Cassville, 
Wisconsin, and after conducting that industry successfully for many 
years moved to Rhinelander in 1888. There in company with his two 
sons, Willard T. and C. D. Stevens, he established the Stevens Lum- 
ber Company and continued to be actively interested in its operations 
until 1909. He then disposed of his interests to his two sons, and moved 
out to St. Maries, Idaho, where he now has his home. During his long 
residence in Wisconsin he served three terms in the Wisconsin Gen- 
eral Assembly, one term representing Grant county, and for two terms 
Oneida county. 

A year ago Willard T. Stevens bought the interest of his brother, 
C. D. Stevens, in the lumber company and is now sole owner of this 
industrial plant, which now, as formerly, carries on business on an 
extensive scale. The company operates large lumber mills along the 
Wisconsin River, employing from fifty to seventy-five men in the milling 
operation, and each season about two hundred men under the command 
of the Stevens Company are engaged in the woods operation. 

Mr. Stevens was bom September 6, 1865, on a farm in Grant county, 
Wisconsin, and since boyhood has been in the lumber industry, and 
knows by practical experience every detail from the logging operation 
to the production of the finished lumber in the mill. In July, 1888, 
Mr. Stevens was married to Miss Mary Katherine Grimm, of Cassville, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of the late Herman Grimm, formerly a promi- 
nent merchant of Cassville. Senator Stevens has served one term on 
the Wisconsin State Central Committee a»d for two terms was sheriff 
of Oneida county. Fraternally he is a thirty-second degree Mason 
and also belongs to the Protective and Benevolent Order of Elks. 

A. yf. Brown. Of the industries which have given distinctive char- 
acter and importance to the city of Rhinelander in Oneida county, 
Mr. Brown is ofiicially connected with practically all of them, and his 
fellow citizens say that he has done probably more than any other indi- 
vidual in the upbuilding and commercial development of that important 
industrial center of northern Wisconsin. Mr. Brown is president of the 
Brown Brothers Lumber Company of Rhinelander, one of the largest 
lumber and land companies in northern Wisconsin. The Rhinelander 
Paper Company, of which he is also president, is likewise a great in- 
dustry centered at Rhinelainder, and has one of the most modem plants 
for manufacturing paper in the state. 

During the earlier years of the history of Rhinelander one of the 
great industries was the Pelican Boom Company, of which Mr. Brown 
is president, and which is one of the oldest incorporated companies 
doing business in Rhinelander. Mr. Brown is, through his business con- 
nections and his influence, one of the leaders in the larger commercial 
life of Wisconsin. With his brothers, Webster E. Brown and Edward 
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0. Brown, he has been one of the men responsible for the growth and 
importance of Rhinelander, the Brown brothers having located here in 
1882, at a time when the townsite was first laid out, and Mr. Brown 
brought his family to Rhinelander the next year, where they have 
resided for thirty years. Mr. A. W. Brown was born in Peterboro, New 
York, in 1849. While the sons have been very important factors in the 
development of northern Wisconsin during the past thirty or thirty-five 
years, their father, the late E. D. Brown, was one of the foremost of 
pioneer characters, a man of great business energy, and one of those 
who lead the way in the development of the resources of the northern 
half of this state. The maiden name of the mother was Helen Ander- 
son. The family came to Wisconsin in 1857, and Mr. E. D. Brown at 
once engaged in the lumber business, erecting a saw mill on the Plover 
River in Portage county. From that. time until his death he was one 
of the big lumber men of northern Wisconsin. His name is also hon- 
ored in the history of Rhinelander, since he entered the land from the 
government upon which the present city stands. 

Mr. A. W. Brown was a boy of seven or eight years when the family 
moved to Wisconsin, and he practically grew up in the lumber woods 
and mills. When still a boy, he handled the pike and peavey and 
assisted his father in running logs and lumber down the Wisconsin 
and Mississippi Rivers. He has had experience in practically every 
branch of the lumber industry, as carried on during the past forty 
years. In 1875, in partnership with his brother, Hon. W. E. Brown, he 
established the Brown Bros. Lumber Company at Stevens Point, which 
remained the headquarters for the company until 1882, when they 
transferred their operations to the then undeveloped territory sur- 
rounding Rhinelander in Oneida county. Prom the first years of its 
establishment, the Brown Brothers Lumber Company has held a rank 
among the large lumber manufacturers in the northern part of the state. 
The company still owns several thousand acres of timber, and have a 
complete industrial plant, sawmill, logging railroad, and a great organ- 
ization of trained and expert employes numbering hundreds of men. 

In Stevens Point, Wisconsin, in 1877, occurred the marriage of 
Mr. A. W. Brown to Anna Hanchett, a daughter of the late Honorable 
Luther Hanchett, a lawyer and former member of congress from Portage 
county. Mr. Brown and wife have five children, namely: Luther E., 
Edith P., Webster A., Raymond, and Kathryn. 

Mr. Brown himself has never been in politics, although he has done 
much practical public service. 

William H. Pugh. With an active business career in Racine of 
forty years, Mr. Pugh has long since taken rank among the foremost 
men of the city in enterprise and in public spirit. He began his career 
as a clerk, and from one step to another worked his way until he came 
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into independence and position as a local business man. Eventually he 
became sole proprietor of what had been the first coal yard established 
in the city, aud as a dealer in coal, wood and hay, he has been chiefly 
connected with business affairs, although he is also interested in local 
manufacturing enterprise and others concerns. 

William H. Pugh is a native 'Son of Racine, where he was bom on 
the second of June, 1854. His parents, James and Janette (Hughes) 
Pugh, were both from Wales, the former a native of Marionetshire, and 
the latter of Duffrin. 

William H. Pugh attained his early education in the Racine public 
schools, finishing in the high school and in July, 1873, took up the 
practical business of life at which time he became clerk for I. M. Hill. 
Mr. Hill, in connection with Captain Knapp, had established the first 
coal yard in the city of Racine. That was many years before, and the 
business has been continuously in operation ever since. The progress 
and progressive changes in this business are part of local business annals. 
In 1881 J. L. Wheat formed a partnership with Mr; Hill, and the firm 
title then became I. M. Hill & Company. On the twenty-third of Jan- 
uary, 1882, Mr. Pugh came into independence and position in local 
business, when he purchased the interest of Mr. Hill, and bears a highly 
honorable record, for in all that time he has never wavered from the 
strict line of success, and has acquired a generous prosperity. He de- 
veloped his establishment until it covered the space of about nine lots,^ 
and employs some fifteen or twenty hands. Besides this business, Mr. 
Pugh is interested in the Racine Malleable Iron Works, of which com- 
pany he is Vice President and Director. He is also owner of the schooner 
*' Belle,'' and has other business relations. 

Mr. Pugh was married on June 16, 1886, to Miss Charlotte Jones. 
She is a native of Waukesha, Wisconsin, and has become the mother* of 
three children, two of whom are living, namely: William H., and 
Avarina Jeanette. Mrs. Pugh has membership with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Mr. Pugh's fraternal afiSliations are with the Odd 
Fellows and the Royal Arcanum. For a number of years he has taken 
an interested part in local politics, and has served a term or two in 
the city council as a member from the Third Ward. 

Thomas J. Connor. Thomas J. is the eldest son of Thomas and 
Jane (Kavanaugh) Connor, and was born at Newport, Columbia county, 
Wisconsin, on March 26, 1857. His parents were natives of Ireland, 
and came to this country in 1848, and in 1852 settled in this state, at 
what was then the Village of Newport, where the subject of this sketch 
was bom. Shortly after his birth his parents removed to Kilboum, Wis- 
consin, where his mother died in 1872, and his father in 1910. Of the 
family of five children two, besides Mr. Connor, survive — ^a sister, Mrs. 
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Katherine^Hackl, of Toledo, Ohio, and a brother, Dr. Henry J. Connor, 
of Superior, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Connor was educated in the public schools of Kilbourn, arid at 
St. John's College, Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. He is a lawyer by 
profession, having been admitted to the bar in 1878, since which date he 
has been actively engaged in the general practice of law. He first 
engaged in practice at Arcadia, Wisconsin, and in 1882 removed to 
Bloomer, Wisconsin, and in 1885 located at Chippewa Palls, where he 
now resides. 

On September 4, 1911, Mr. Connor was married to Miss Agnes B. 
Williams of Chippewa *Pall8. Twin sons were bom to them on August 
4, 1912, of whom Henry J. is now surviving. 

Hon. Luther B. Noyes. Publisher, editor, lawyer, and Union sol- 
dier, the late Luther B. Noyes filled a conspicuous place in the life and 
history of Marinette county for many years. The family residence in 
this state dates back more than seventy years, and with a son as his 
successor the late Mr. Noyes' work and influence are still continued 
in Marinette county. 

Luther B. Noyes was born at Cincinnatus, Cortland county, New 
York, December 17, 1830. His father, Dr. Isaac Noyes, in 1842 moved 
west to Michigan and subsequently located near Milton, Wisconsin. 
He died in 1880 at the age of eighty years. This branch of the Noyes 
family has an American ancestry hardly surpassed in length and con- 
tinuity, going back to the year of 1632, when two brothers, founders of 
the American family, came from England and landed in Massachusetts. 
Dr. Isaac Noyes married Minerva Osgood, who died when her son Luther 
was an infant. The latter was twelve years of age when brought to 
Wisconsin, and from that time forward was identified with the interests 
of that state until his death. He attended Lawrence college at Appleton 
in the early 'fifties, was admitted to the bar and was district attorney 
of Outagamie county in 1856, afterwards going to Iowa for the prac- 
tice 'of law and thence to Kilbourn City. His first newspaper work 
was when he edited a paper at Oxford, Marquette (then Bad Ax) 
county. Going to Sparta just before the war, he was engaged in news- 
paper work there, at the same time practicing law. He had already 
made a substantial start in life when the Civil war came on, and he 
became one of the loyal defenders of the union. In November, 1861, 
he enlisted at Sparta in Company C of the Eighteenth Wisconsin Volun- 
teer Infantry, enlisting for three years. The regiment was organized 
at Milwaukee and started for St. Louis March 30, 1862. Its members 
participated in the battle of Pittsburg Landing, and soon afterwards 
Mr. Noyes contracted an illness which caused his honorable discharge. 
Returning to Monroe county, Wisconsin, he was elected clerk of the 
circuit court, and discharged the duties of that official position until 
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Jauuary, 1864. He then assisted in raising and enlisting Company D 
of the Thirty-Sixth Wisconsin Regiment, was commissioned first lieu- 
tenant, and went out with the command to join the Army of the Potomac. 
He participated in the battles of Fredericksburg, North Anna, and Cold 
Harbor. His regiment was the only one to advance beyond the enemy's 
breastworks, in the memorable charge on Petersburg. While in the rifle 
pits at that place he was severely wounded in the leg, and sent to the 
field hospital at City Point. After being granted a thirty days' fur- 
lough he returned and reported at the hospital in Annapolis. Just then 
erysipelas developed, and he was obliged to accept an honorable dis- 
charge, having served as a soldier until his wound compelled him to 
retire. 

On his return from the war to Monroe county Mr. Noyes was ap- 
pointed county judge, filling out an unexpired term. He soon after- 
wards became identified with the newspaper business in the capacity of 
traveling representative for the Chicago RepubUcan, now the Inter 
Ocean, the Chicago Journal, the Milwaukee Sewiinel and the Evening 
Wisconsin, Later he entered newspaper work on his own account, pub- 
lishing the Herald first at Sheboygan Palls and afterwards at Sheboygan, 
for about two years. In June, 1871, Luther B. Noyes established his 
home at Marinette, and founded the Eagle, a Weekly paper which he 
published most of the time until his death. However, in 1875 he sold 
out the Eagle, but bought it back in 1880, and continued as its editor 
until 1894. In the meantime the paper had come under the ownership 
of a stock company, now known as the Eagle Printing Company. In 
1894 he sold out all his interests and thereafter lived retired, enjoy- 
ing the rest which he had well earned by his long and active career. 
Luther B. Noyes died April 18, 1895. 

On April 25, 1855, at Appleton, he was united in marriage with Miss 
Isabella Woodward, a native of Syracuse, New York. Her father was 
one of the earliest settlers of Appleton, and a prominent merchant and 
manufacturer there for many years. 

i 
Frank E. Noyes. In the profession which his father so adorned, 
Mr. Frank E. Noyes has enjoyed exceptional success and for some years 
both as a newspaper man and as a citizen has been one of the influential 
factors in the progress and development of Marinette county. Mr. Noyes 
is general manager of the Eagle Printing Company and editor of the 
Daily Eagle-Star, the only daily newspaper published in Marinette 
county. 

Frank E. Noyes was bom in Appleton, Wisconsin, April 21, 1856, 
oldest son and child of Luther B. and Isabella (Woodward) Noyes. His 
first schooling was at Appleton, and on leaving the public schools he 
entered Lawrence University of that city, and subsequently graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin with the class of 1878. The printer's 
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art and newspaper work have been a part of his familiar experience since 
boyhood. In 1868, when twelve years of age, he entered his father's 
shop, and soon picked up a skilled knowledge as a printer and com- 
positor. At irregular intervals he followed the trade until his gradua- 
tion from the University of Wisconsin, and he left school not only with 
a first-class literary equipment, but a practical knowledge of at least 
one vocational trade. During his college career at Lawrence he was one 
of the editors of the students' paper. For a year and a half, after 
graduating from the University, Mr. Noyes taught sAool, and in the 
meantime was pursuing the study of law. In 1880 he became regularly 
identified with the newspaper founded by his father and of which he is 
now president, general manager and editor. In 1883 he was made busi- 
ness manager of the Eagle, and the paper was for some time published 
by the firm L. B. & F. E. Noyes. In 1886 a stock company was organ- 
ized and since 1891 Mr. F. E. Noyes has been chief owner. The Eagle- 
Star is now, without any exaggeration, the best and most successful 
and influential daily paper in this part of northern Wisconsin. For 
a number of years the issue was weekly, but in 1892 Mr. Noyes estab- 
lished the Daily Eagle, that bein^ the first and still the only daily pub* 
lication in Marinette county. In 1906 the Eagle Printing Company 
moved to the new three-story brick building, the largest printing and 
newspaper plant in northern Wisconsin, and by far the best equipped 
establishment for general printing, binding, engraving, and all classes 
of work under the general head of book and newspaper publishing. 
The company does a large business in job work, and book publishing 
and engraving, besides printing its own newspaper, and handles a large 
share of the miscellaneous printing done in northern Wisconsin. Be- 
sides Mr. F. E. Noyes, president, general manager and editor of the 
company, the other ofiSeers are E. W. LeRoy, vice president and also 
an editor; and H. C. Hanson, secretary. 

In September, 1890, at Ceres, California, Mr. Noyes married Miss 
Belle Carter, a native of California. They are the parents of two sons 
and one daughter: Eugene Carter Noyes, Linwood Irving Noyes, and 
Fama I. Noyes. 

Fraternally Mr. Noyes is best known in Masonic circles, is affiliated 
with Marinette Lodge No. 182 A. F. & A. M. ; Marinette Chapter No. 57 
R. A. M. ; Marinette Commandery No. 26, K. T. ; and belongs to the 
Wisconsin consistory of the Scottish Bite, in which he has taken thirty- 
two degrees. He and his family worship in the Episcopal faith. 

Thomas L. Ogden. Among the leading men of Wisconsin during its 

earlier statehood who were contributions from the older commonwealth 

of New York was Thomas L. Ogden, one of the foremost lawyers of the 

state in his day and particularly eminent in real estate law, in whose 
Vol. vin— 1 4 
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passing the city of Milwaukee lost one of her most prominent and hon- 
ored citizens. 

He was born in the city of New York, November 20, 1816, a son of 
David B. Ogden, of. New York. At Columbia University he was edu- 
cated for the profession of a civil engineer and was subsequently em- 
ployed in that capacity on railroads in Pennsylvania and Cuba. In 
1846, by the appointment of territorial governor of Wisconsin, he 
took charge of the civil engineering work on the Milwaukee And Rock 
River canal, butAis talents drew him to law and a year later he aban- 
doned his profession as an engineer to take up the study of law in the 
office of Tweedie & Crocker, of Milwaukee. After entering the legal 
profession as a practitioner he was successively a member of the firms 
of Randall & Ogden, of Holliday, Brown & Ogden, of Brown & Ogden 
and later Ogden & Pratt. In 1851, by the death of Mr. Holliday the firm 
became Brown & Ogden, the senior member being James S. Brown, with 
whom Mr. Ogden continued to be associated over ten years. Mr. Ogden 
was a lawyer of intellectual vigor and skill, of agility and resourceful- 
ness of mind, and rose rapidly to a foremost place in the ranks of his 
profession, his experience at the bar being as large as that of any 
lawyer of the state: He had a thorough knowledge of the statutes and 
procedure, was a capable advocate, and was particularly strong in real 
estate law and causes in equity, in both of which branches he was emi- 
nently successful. Thomas L. Ogden made the first abstract of deeds 
prepared in Milwaukee county, and projected and designed the first 
chamber of commerce in the city of Milwaukee, which later was rebuilt 
as the Albany Building and of which he was one of three owners. He 
passed away in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, February 18, 1882, when sixty- 
six years of age. His wife, Jane Wilmont Ogden, survived him until 
September 11, 1891, when she too passed to the great beyond. Both are 
interred in Forest Home Cemetery, Milwaukee. 

Lewis Morris Ogden. For more than sixty years the name of 
Ogden has been a prominent one in the legal circles of Milwaukee. 
Thomas L. Ogden, who is mentioned individually in this work, first gave 
prestige to the name in this state as an eminent real estate lawyer, and 
since his passing his son, Lewis Morris Ogden, a prominent attorney of 
Milwaukee, whose name introduces this review, has ably upheld the 
reputation of the family name for legal ability. From the following 
brief mention of his immediate antecedents it will he seen that Mr. 
Ogden comes of a line well calculated to produce eminent men, men of 
brains and affairs. The Ogden family came originally from England 
and was established on American soil in the seventeenth century by 
emigrants from the Mother Country. Lewis Morris, one of the signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, was an uncle of David B. Ogden, 
the grandfather of Lewis Morris Ogden, the latter of whom was named 
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for the patriot Morris. David B. Ogden, just mentioned, was a promi- 
nent attorney of New York City and was a contemporary and a great 
friend of Daniel Webster. Thomas L. Ogden, a son of David B. and. 
the father of our subject, was born in New York City, November 20, 
1816, was educated at Columbia University for the profession of civil 
engineer, but he was gifted with a legal mind and soon turned to law^ 
in which profession he became eminent in Wisconsin in the branch of 
real estate law. It is thus seen that three successive generations of the 
family have been represented in the legal profession and each has hon- 
ored it by the most worthy and able endeavor. 

Lewis Morris Ogden was bom in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, January 1, 
1863, a son of Thomas L. Ogden and Jane W. (Johnson) Ogden. He 
attended the schools of Milwaukee for a time but received the most of 
his education in Racine College, Racine, Wisconsin. The study of law 
was begun in his father's ofiSce but the death of the elder Mr. Ogden 
in 1882 robbed him of his wise counselloi* and able preceptor. . Never- 
theless, the young man% diligently and perseveringly kept on with his 
studies there and was admitted to the bar in May, 1884, when twenty- 
one years of age. He took up the practice of his profession in his native 
city of Milwaukee, his first partnership being with John M. W. Pratt 
under the name of Pratt & Ogden, which association continued until 
September, 1886. For two years following that he continued alone; 
then on January 1, 1889, he took as a partner C. P. Hunter, under the 
firm name of Ogden & Hunter. In 1891 P. H. Bottum joined the firm, 
the style becoming Ogden, Hunter & Bottum, but in 1894 the firm was 
dissolved and for the year following Mr. Ogden was associated with 
Quarles, Spencer & Quarles. In 1895 Mr. Ogden and Prank Hoyt 
established the legal firm of Hoyt & Ogden, which association continued 
two years; then on May 1, 1898, with Hugh Ryan and P. H. Bottum, 
the firm of Ryan, Ogden & Bottum became established but was dis- 
solved February 1, 1911. Continuing alone until May 1, 1912, Mr. 
Ogden then took as an associate Fred A. Landeck, under the firm style 
of Ogden & Landeck, which partnership still exists. They are engaged 
in a general practice of law and enjoy a representative clientele in this 
city. Their office' is at No. 1329-1339 Wells Building. Mr. Ogden is a 
member of the Milwaukee County, the Wisconsin State and the Ameri- 
can Bar Associations. In politics he is a Democrat and has been a 
member of the Milwaukee Club for the last twenty-two years. The 
family residence is at No. 404 Albion street, Milwaukee. Johnson 
Ogden, the eldest of the family, is secretary and treasurer of the Mil- 
waukee Abstract & Title Company; the second in age is Miss Caroline 
Ogden; and Lewis Morris Ogden is the youngest. All are unmarried 
and reside at the family home on Albioi) street. 
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BuETON 0. Smith. A young Wisconsin man who has gone far in the 
insurance and financial world is Burton 0. Smith, one of the organizers 
and now manager of the Insurance Trust Company, investment securi- 
ties, of Chicago. When twenty-two years old he assisted in organizing 
the Federal Life Insurance Company of Chicago. Burton 0. Smith 
was bom at Caldwell, Racine county, Wisconsin, September 22, 1877, 
a son and the youngest of five children born to Warren H. and Amelia 
(Hunt) Smith. The father was born in New York State in 1846, and 
the mother in the same state in 1848. Both were brought to Wiscon- 
sin when young, were married in this state, and are still living. The 
paternal grandfather was Jesse Alfred ^Smith, who was one of the 
early settlers of Racine county, where he brought his family during 
the early days, and where he did the pioneer labors of clearing a farm 
from the wilderness. Warren H. Smith received his education in Ra- 
cine county, and was engaged in fanning there up to 1886, at which time 
he sold out and located in Waukesha, where he was in the livery busi- 
ness up to 1907. Since then he has lived retired and has filled local 
ofSce as alderman of Waukesha. He is afBliated with the Masonic 
order and in politics is a Republican. 

Mr. Burton 0. Smith was educated in the public schools of Wau- 
kesha, and his first work in the career of his business progpress was as 
clerk in the National Exchange Bank at Waukesha, fulfilling the duties 
of such a position from 1893 to 1899. During the last three years he 
was assistant cashier of the bank. His abilities then found employment 
in a larger field, and he came to Chicago and assisted in the organiza- 
tion of the Federal Life Insurance Company of Chicago, in 1900, becom- 
ing assistant treasurer and a director of this organization. In 1902 he 
went out to Denver, where he organized a state agency for the Federal 
Life. Then in 1905, having severed his connection with the Federal 
Life, he located at Milwaukee in the stock and bond business, continu- 
ing there up to 1908. In that year he again came to Chicago, con- 
tinuing in the same line of business until 1912, in which year he was one 
of the organizers of the Insurance Trust Company, handling invest- 
ment securities. Mr. Smith is manager and comptroller of the company. 

Fraternally Mr. Smith is affiliated with Damascus Lodge, A. F. & 
A. M. at Milwaukee, and with Milwaukee Chapter, R. A. M. He is a 
member of the Chicago Athletic Club and the Wisconsin Society of 
Chicago, and in politics is a Democrat. 

George Martin. One of the progressive and energetic men con- 
nected with agricultural affairs in Door county is Gkorge Martin, who 
in addition to being the owner of a well-cultivated and valuable tract 
of 140 acres of farm land lying in the town of Sebastopol, is superin- 
tending the management of the Hagimaster Brewing Company, Sturgeon 
Bay branch. As is apparent from the varied nature of his operations. 
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Mr. Martin is a man of versatile abilities, and in each of his occupations 
he shows a commendable willingness to adopt modem ideas and methods, 
thus placing himself among the men whose activities are developing 
this part of the state in a healthy and helpful manner. Mr. Martin is 
a native of the Badger state, having been bom in the town of Scott 
Brown county, July 16, 1860, and is a son of Ludwick and Rosina 
Martin. 

The parents of Mr. Martin were both bom in Germany, where they 
grew up, and were married in the United States. The father arrived 
here under somewhat unfavorable circumstances, as the country was 
undergoing one of its worst fits of financial depression, yet he settled 
down to make a home for himself and his family, and for a few y&rs 
was engaged in farming in Brown county. Subsequently he moved to 
Green Bay, where he secured employment with old Mr. Hagimaster, 
who was conducting a butcher shop at that place, and was thus able to 
save enough money to purchase a farm in the town of Preble, Brown 
county, to which he moved during the late 'sixties. There both he and 
the mother passed away, respected and esteemed by all who knew them 
for their many sterling qualities of mind and heart. They were the 
parents of six children, namely: twin daughters, who died young; 
Fred P., of Green Bay, the proprietor of the popular Union Hotel; 
Charles (better known as ''Carl"), who is operating the old homestead 
place in Brown county; Gkorge, of this review; and Lewis, who for 
many years has been connected with an elevator at Green Bay. 

George Martin was still a child when the family moved to Green 
Bay, and there he attended the public school for one winter and later 
the German school. He early showed his industry and ambition by 
starting to work, and his literary training was thus limited to such 
advantages as could be obtained in the night schools. He was but 
eighteen years of age when he left the parental roof, determined to 
make his own way in the world, and at that time secured a position 
in the brewery at Green Bay, for the elder (P. H.) Hagimaster. After 
driving a team for two months he was transferred to the cellar for a 
short time and then to the malt house, and thus became thoroughly 
acquainted with all branches of the business, at different times work- 
ing in every department of the plant, even to helping the coopers. In 
1887, when H. P. Hagimaster purchased the brewery at Sturgeon Bay, 
Mr. Martin came here with him, and was asked to take charge of the 
plant. Since that time he has acted in the capacities of superintendent 
and brewmaster, and much of the credit for the success of this business 
is due to his earnest and incessant efforts. It may be said, in passing, 
that Mr. Martin has the remarkable record of never having lost a day's 
time since he entered Mr. Hagimaster 's employ. 

Since moving to Door county Mr. Martin has invested in farm prop- 
erty, and at one time was the owner of 700 acres in the town of Sebas- 
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topol, but has sold off parts of this land — ^the last sale of 160 acres being 
in 1913 — and now has but 140 acres there. He b.uilt one of the finest 
houses in the county, located on the Bay Shore road, near the brewery, 
on a twenty-acre tract in a pine grove, and this is surrounded by a 
beautiful and well-kept yard and furnished with all modern conven- 
iences. He is the owner of an automobile, but this is used chiefly by the 
members of his family. 

On October 22, 1885, Mr. Martin was united in marriage with Miss 
Paulina Jachman, a native of the town of Eden, Brown county, where 
her parents were pioneers, her father having come to the United States 
from Germany during the 'forties. Pour children have been bom to 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin : Alma, Amelia, Edward and Albert. Mr. Martin 
was reared in the faith of the Lutheran church. In politics a Republi- 
can, he has not cared to enter the political arena as a seeker for 
public prefem^t, but can always be found supportuig good men and 
beneficial measures. An excellent type of the self-made man, his career 
should be one of an encouraging nature to the youths who are entering 
the battle of life armed only with self-reliance, determination and 
ambition. 

The Hagimaster Brewing Company's Sturgeon Bay branch is lo- 
cated in the town of Sebastopol, on Sturgeon Bay, one mile from the 
city of that name. The first brewery here was commenced in the late 
'fifties by George Boyer, who was succeeded by Herman and Hugo 
Siderman, and the latter, in turn, sold out to Lydecker Brothers, Ernest 
and Lewis, who conducted it for nine years. On December 10, 1887, 
Henry F. Hagimaster took over the plant, and since that time (Jeorge 
Martin has been superintendent thereof. Many new buildings have 
been erected and numerous improvements made, including the installing 
of the most modern machinery, and the capacity has been increased 
from 3,500 barrels annually, to 15,000 barrels, the plant supplying 
customers all over Door county. Twelve men are employed, and de- 
liveries at this time are being made by automobile truck. 
\ 

Frank Eohn. The name of Frank Eohn is one well known to all 
men who have occasion to travel through that section of Wisconsin in 
which La Crosse is located, for he is the proprietor and manager of the 
Jefferson Hotel, a well known and popular hostelry of that city. The 
popularity of the hotel among traveling men is the best recommendation 
the place could have, for as a class traveling men are more particular 
about their comfort than any other class save the plutocracy. Mr. Kohn 
has lived in La Groses all of his life and has been in the hotel business 
for a number of years. He possesses all the Gterman traits that have 
made that race so eagerly welcomed to our shores and his geniality 
and honesty have won him the respect and friendship of a wide circle. 

On the 6th of June, 1868, in La Crosse, Wisconsin, Frank Eohn 
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was bom. He is a son of Matthew Kohn, who was born in Germany 
and emigrated to this country some time in the forties. He became one 
of the early pioneers of the little town of La Crosse and lived here dur- 
ing his entire life, witnessing its growth from a town to a thriving 
city. His widow is still living, having reached the venerable age of 
eighty-four years. They had a family of eleven children, ten of whom 
are living today. 

Frank Kohn was the next to the eldest in this large family and 
consequently he was early called upon to help his father solve the prob- 
lems of finances. He went to the public schools of La Crosse until he 
was twelve years old and then leaving school he found a position as cash 
boy in the dry goods store of Mons Anderson. He made good use of 
his time and his employer soon discovered that he was willing to work 
and had ability, so he was advanced from cash boy to salesman. At 
the age of seventeen he became a salesman and was also made manager 
of a department in this store, a position which he held until 1892. 

In 1897 he went into the hotel business as a clerk in what was known 
as the Low Hotel. Here he remained for five years and then became 
clerk in the Cameron Hotel. He did not waste his time during these 
years but devoted himself to learning the hotel business and saving his 
money in the hope that an opportunity might come to him to go into it 
for himself. In 1908 this chance arrived and he became the owner of 
the Jefferson Hotel. He has built up the business of this hotel and 
made of it a first class two dollar a day house, and has spared neither 
time nor expense to give his patrons good service. 

Mr. Kohn is a truly public spirited man, deeply interested in all 
questions pertaining to the welfare of the city. He is a member of the 
Democratic party but has never cared to take an active part in poli- 
tics. Although not a politician or oflBce-seeker, he was elected in 1909 
to fill the oflSce of alderman and still holds this position. His fraternal 
affiliations are solely with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks. 

Chas. S. Cropoot. a distinctive place in the official and business 
life of Bhinelander and vicinity has been occupied by Charles S. Cro- 
foot, who is now serving as under-sheriff of Oneida county. Mr. Cro- 
foot was elected and served as sheriff of the county from January, 1911, 
to January, 1913, having succeeded B. F. Jillson in that office. When 
this term expired he was appointed under-sheriff by the present sheriff, 
Charles Asmundsen. Mr. Crofoot has been a resident of Rhinelander 
since 1899, and his principal business since coming here has been in live 
stock, dairying and butchering. 

Charles S. Crofoot was born on a farm in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, 
September 6, 1864, a son of Edward B. and Julietta (Watrous) Cro- 
foot. The family has been established in Wisconsin since territorial 
days. The father was a farmer, but later was engaged in the lumber 
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business, and moved to Oneida county in 1886. He served for several 
years as superintendent of the Brown Brothers Lumber Company, and 
died in Rhinelander in 1904. He was bom in Kaukauna, Outagamie 
county, Wisconsin, in 1842, a son of Louis Crofoot. Louis Crofoot came 
to Wisconsin from Orange county, New York, landing in Wisconsin 
in 1840. He first stopped at Kaukauna, where he cleared up forty acres 
of land in order to get money enough to make a payment on half a sec- 
tion of land which he had contracted for in Fond du Lac county. His 
journey from New York State with his wife and three children was 
accomplished in true pioneer fashion, and they drove overland with a 
wagon and yoke of oxen. Edward B. Crofoot, father of Sheriff Crofoot, 
was born at Kaukauna, while his father was clearing the land just 
mentioned. Louis Crofoot continued, a farmer all his active career, and 
died in Fond du Lac county. Juliette Watrous, the mother, was bom 
in New York State, was a girl when she came to Fond du Lac county, 
and her father was Russell Watrous, a cabinet maker by trade. Mrs. 
Crofoot is still living in Rhinelander with her son Charles, and she was 
born in June, 1843, being now seventy years of age. 

Charles S. Crofoot was reared on a farm in Fond du Lac county, 
and while growing up there attended both the country and city schools. 
His first regular ocjupation was on a farm in that county and he 
worked as a farm hand for three years. He was then employed in 
the meat business for a short time, and from Wisconsin went into 
upper Michigan, following the meat business at Hermansville. From 
there he joined his father's family at Rhinelander, and was engaged in 
work for his father, spending several years in logging off the land which 
his father had horaesteaded in 1889. Mr. Crofoot is now proprietor 
and has his home on the land from which he cleared the timber 
nearly twenty-five years ago. He is the owner of one hundred and 
seventy-two acres, lying northwest of Rhinelander, and the residence is 
located within the city limits on forty acres. The rest of the land lies 
in the town of Crescent. Mr. Crofoot employes a large part of his 
acreage as pasture for stock. For many years he has profitably engaged 
in the stock business and on his farm maintains and operates a slaugh- 
ter house. 

Besides his important public service as already described, Mr. Cro- 
foot has served as county supervisor from the Third ward of Rhine- 
lander, for two years, and for two years represented the Third ward as 
alderman in the city council. His politics is Republican. 

In 1885 occurred the marriage of Mr. Crofoot to Miss Mary J. Kent 
of Hermansville, a daughter of James Kent of Hermansville, Michi- 
gan. The five children of their marriage are James E., Kent C, Claire, 
Anna, and Doris L. Fraternally Mr. Crofoot is affiliated with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Mod- 
em Woodmen of America, and the Beavers. His church is the Methodist. 
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Richard F. Werner, M. D. The medical profession in northern 
Wisconsin has no stronger member than Dr. Werner of Eau Claire, 
who during the past eight years in his practice in that city has built up 
a splendid reputation as a skillful physician and surgeon and enjoys 
a constantly growing prestige and influence throughout his home com- 
munity and in the medical profession in that section of the state. 

Richard F. Werner was born in the city of Eau Claire on Septem- 
ber 7, 1874, and represents one of the old families in this section of 
the state. He was the second in a family of nine children, eight of whom 
are still living, born to Peter and Augusta (Kitzman) Werner. Both 
parents were bom in Germany, and both are still living. The father 
was bom in 1847, and the mother in 1849, and they were married in 
Eau Claire. The father was six years of age when brought to America 
by his parents, and the grandfather, Frank Werner, was one of the 
pioneers to locate in what is now Waushara county, Wisconsin. Mr. 
Peter Werner was for many years a lumber contractor and river pilot 
up to 1900 at which time, after a long and 'successful career, involving 
many strenuous labors and close attention to business he retired from 
active affairs and is now living in California. The parents are both 
communicants of the Qerman Lutheran church, and in politics the 
father has always been a Republican. 

Dr. Werner as a boy attended the common and high schools at Eau 
Claire, and for his collegiate education went to Beloit College at Beloit. 
He prepared for his profession in one of the strongest medical schools 
of America, the Rush Medical College at Chicago, an institution now 
aflSliated with the University of Chicago. His graduation at Rush 
occurred in 1899 and he at once began practice in Augusta, Wisconsin, 
where he remained until 1905, in which year he established his office 
in Eau Claire. Here he quickly attained recognition as^ a physician 
who was thoroughly in earnest, was well prepared for the exacting 
duties of his profession and almost from the first gained a large fol- 
lowing and clientage. He is an active member of the County & State 
Medical Society, and also the American Medical Association. Frater- 
nally the doctor is aflBliated with the Knights of Pythias, and Eau Claire 
Lodge No. 402 of the Elks. His politics is Republican. 

On November 15, 1899, Dr. Werner married Miss Agnes Keith, who 
represents one of the oldest and most prominent families of Eau Claire. 
She is a native of this city, and the youngest of four children bom to 
John B. and Agnes (Barland) Keith. The late John B. Keith was bom 
in Keith, Scotland, and died February 13, 1892. His wife was born in 
Jacksonville, Illinois, and has been a resident of Eau Claire since the 
early fifties, being one of the oldest living residents of this city. As one 
of the pioneer families of Eau Claire, further information concerning 
the Keiths will be found in a sketch of Mr. A. J. Keith on other pages 
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of this work. The three sons born to Dr. Werner and wife are Richard 
K., Keith and Thomas. 

William H. Stafford is a native of the state of Maine, having 
been born at Orono, in Penobscot county, March 19, 1855. His par- 
ents were Richard T. and Margaret M. (Field) Stafford. There were 
three children, two sons and a daughter in the family, William H. 
being the oldest, and the others being Peter Field Stafford and Lura 
I. The mother was bom in Maine, in 1831, and her death occurred 
in 1907. The father, who was born at Hartland, Somerset county, 
Maine, in 1822, and who died in 1897, received his education in his 
native county, and became identified with one of the typical industries 
of the Pinetree state, that of lumbering. He was also a farmer, and 
remained a resident of Maine until 1873, at which date he came west 
and settled at Neillsville, in Clark county, Wisconsin. In this state 
he was also identified with the lumber business for some time. From 
Neillsville he moved to Chippewa Falls, where his name continued 
to be associated with the lumber industry up to 1890, at which date 
he went west to the Pacific Coast and located at Fresno, California, 
where he undertook an entirely new enterprise, the grape and raisin 
culture. He remained in California and in this business until 1897, 
and returning .to Chippewa Falls where his death occurred in Novem- 
ber of the same year. During his residence in Wisconsin he served as 
township treasurer and was always a loyal Democrat in politics. 

Mr. William H. Stafford spent the first eighteen years of his life 
in his native state, and attained a large part of his education in Orono 
public schools. Subsequently he was a student at Black River Falls, 
Wisconsin, and at Chippewa Falls. His determination to become a 
lawyer was .early formed, and after considerable effort and self sacri- 
fice and the exercise of much thrift, he was enabled to complete his 
studies which he carried on in the office of Lieutenant Governor James 
M. Bingham at Chippewa Falls, and was admitted to the bar after 
examination in 1879. From that year to the present he has been identi- 
fied with general practice in this vicinity. While well known as a 
lawyer, he has been before the public eye in many public responsibilities, 
and is equally well known as a man of public affairs. He was in 1881 
elected county judge of Chippewa county, and by re-election in 1885 
served a total period of eight years. He was also district attorney for 
the county one term, and in 1893 was elected Mayor of Chippewa Falls. 
In 1900 he was a delegate to the National Democratic Convention. For 
several terms he has served as city attorney, and at the present time 
is a member of the Library Board. He has membership relations with 
the County, State and American Bar Associations. Fraternally he i^ 
aflBliated with Chippewa Lodge No. 176, A. F. & A. M. ; Chippewa Falls 
Chapter No. 46, R. A. M.; Tancred Commandery No. 27, K. T.; has 
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attained thirty-two degrees of the Scottish Bite, and is a member of the 
Wisconsin Consistory. In politics he is a Democrat At the present 
time Air. Stafford is giving much time and energy to the developing of 
a farm of several hundred acres near Cornell, this State. 

In 1885 Mr. Stafford married Miss Etta Hopkins, whose death 
occurred in 1887. She was a native of Wisconsin. On October 25, 
1890, occurred the marriage of Mr. Stafford and Miss Fannie H. 
Shields, who was bom at Oshkosh, this state. Mrs. Stafford is active 
in the work of the Woman's Club of Chippewa Falls. During her 
earlier life she was a successful teacher in this state. To. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stafford six children have been born : William T., who is foreman of 
the Track Department of the Erie Railroad at Huntington, Indiana; 
John S., who is attending the Agricultural College at Milwaukee; 
Lyman R., a graduate of the high school at Chippewa Falls; Harold 
E., Howard L., and Margaret A., all attending high school. 

Judge Stafford has become recognized as one of the foremost men 
in his community. The success which has come to him is highly merited, 
for it has been attained through his own efforts, and it must be the 
greater satisfaction to him that he can lay claim to the title of being 
a self-made man in the best, noblest and most truly American meaning 
of the word. 

Robert A. Campbell. The secretary of the Wisconsin State Board 
of Public Affairs, Robert A. Campbell, is an alumnus of the University 
of Wisconsin, has been a student and a worker in different branches of 
economic and public service, both in this state and in the far west, and 
his election to the present oflBce came in recognition of his thorough 
fitness and ability for his duties. He has proved himself very useful 
in collecting the material and otherwise facilitating the functions of 
the Board. 

Robert A. Campbell was bom in Gumee, in Lake county, Illinois, 
November 20, 1879, a son of James and Mary (Doig) Campbell. Both 
parents were natives of Scotland, and the father came to America in 
1869, locating in Lake county, Illinois, where he followed farming 
until his death. On February 7, 1912, Robert A. Campbell was mar- 
ried to Miss Harriet J. Imhoff. 

Robert A. Campbell attended the grammar school of Gumee and 
graduated from the High School of Waukegan, Illinois. His under- 
graduate college work was at the University of Wisconsin where he 
graduated in 1906. He then pursued post graduate studies, chiefly in 
economics and political science, at Cornell and Wisconsin, holding fel- 
lowships at both institutions. For about a year and a half Mr. Camp- 
bell was the Legislative Reference Librarian for the state of California. 
On October 1, 1911, he was appointed secretary of the Wisconsin 
State Board of Public Affairs. 
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Mr. Campbell is an Independent in |Jolitics, is a member of the 
American Economic Association, the National Tax Commission, and 
the American Political Science Association. 

George C. Markham, president of The Northwestern Mutual Life 
Insurance Company and member of the Milwaukee bar for more than 
forty years, was born May 7, 1843, in Wilmington, Essex county, 
New York, and established his home in Milwaukee in 1869. 

Because of his definite success in the practice of the law and the 
distinction to which he has attained as chief executive officer of one of 
the lai^est financial and beneficent business institutions in the United 
States, it is fitting and proper that he should be accorded special 
recognition in this history of the state that so long has been his home 
and that he has so signally honored by his character and services. 

Oeorge C. Markham is of staunch colonial stock. The original 
progenitors of the American branch' of the family came from England 
in the colonial days, and representatives of the name were among the 
early settlers of Connecticut, Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

Colonel Barzillai Markham, grandfather of him whose name initi- 
ates this review, was born at Enfield, Hartford county, Connecticut,^ 
and was a valiant soldier of the Continental forces in the war of the 
Revolution, and Ensign in the Eighth Connecticut Regiment. Later,^ 
he served as colonel of militia in his native commonwealth. He finally 
removed to Vermont and there remained many years, a substantial and 
honored citizen. 

Nathan Barzillai Markham, father of the subject of this sketch, 
was born at Pittsfield, Rutland county, Vermont, in April, 1796, and 
was two years of age at the time of his parents' removal to Essex 
county, New York. He was reared to manhood in Essex county, where 
his early educational advantages were those of the common schools of 
the period, and there was solemnized his marriage to Miss Susan 
McLeod, representative of a Scottish family early founded in Amer- 
ica which gave gallant patriot soldiers in the Continental line in the 
war of the Revolution. 

Nathan B. and Susan (McLeod) Markham were the parents of six 
sons and four daughters, of which George C. was the youngest. The 
parents continued to reside in the old Empire state until 1870, when 
they came to Wisconsin and established their home at Manitowoc, where 
their eldest son, John D. Markham, had previously located. There 
the honored father died at the venerable age of eighty-six years and 
his wife survived him by less than a year. 

For nearly half a century, Nathan B. Markham was engaged in the 
manufacturing of iron at Wilmington, Essex county, New York, and 
was one of the representative business men and honored and influen- 
tial citizens of that section of the state. In those early days, charcoal was; 
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used in the manufacturing of iron and to supply this necessary acces- 
sory, Mr. Markham acquired large tracts of land, the timber from which 
was used in the manufacture of the charcoal. A portion was available 
also for cultivation and he became, as well, an exponent of the great 
basic industry, agriculture. 

George C. Markham was reared under the sturdy discipline of the 
farm and duly availed himself of the advantages of the common, and 
what was known as the select, schools of the county in which he was 
reared. Later, he taught several terms in the county schools, which 
enabled him to pursue the study of law in the office of Hale & Smith, 
Elizabethtown, New York. He was admitted to the bar in October, 
1868, at Canton, the judicial center of St. Lawrence county. New York, 
and came from there direct to Wisconsin. 

Soon after his arrival, he formed a law partnership with Henry 
H. Markham, an older brother, which alliance continued to 1879, when 
Henry H. Markham moved to California. Thereafter Mr. Markham 
was associated in practice with George H. Noyes until the latter was 
elected judge of the Superior Court of Milwaukee county and in 1882, he 
formed a partnership with J. C. Kerwin, at present one of the judges 
of the Supreme Court of Wisconsin. Mr. Markham continued active 
practice of the law luitil called upon to devote his entire time to the 
administrative and executive details of the business of the big life 
insurance company of which he is now president. 

Mr. Markham has been connected with The Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Company in an official capacity nearly twenty years. 
He was elected^a trustee of the company July 15, 1895, and that same 
day, was appointed a member of the Finance Committee, which super- 
vises its investments. He began his active connection with the com- 
pany at once, carrying on the duties of Second Vice President McLaren 
during his temporary absence. On January 29, 1896, Mr. Markham 
was fleeted a member of the Company's Executive Committee, and on 
January 30, 1901, the office of third vice president having been revived, 
he was appointed. This officer had special charge and management of 
the company's real estate; with general powers of an executive officer. 
The office of second vice president having become vacant by the death 
of William P. McLaren on March 2, 1904, Mr. Markham was elected to 
fill the vacancy April 20, 1904. Vice President Willard Merrill, who 
was then in ill health, was obliged to forego the honor of a further 
re-election in 1905 and Mr. Markham was elected to the office of vice 
president at the annual meeting of the trustees July 19, 1905. The 
resignation on July 15, 1908, of Henry L. Palmer, for thirty-four years 
president of the company, naturally resulted in Mr. Markham 's selec- 
tion as his logical successor. He had been President Palmer's closest 
and most valued counselor for many years and was fitted pre-eminently 
by temperament, experience and ability to succeed to the office. 
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During the long period of nearly forty-five years in which Mr. 
Markham has been actively and intimately connected with large busi- 
ness affairs he has maintained, always, a good citizen's interest in 
municipal, state and national questions, but he has found neither time 
nor inclination for political preferment. His social affiliations are 
represented by the Masonic fraternity, the Milwaukee Club and the 
Milwaukee Country Club. His ancestors were identified with the 
Universalist and Presbyterian churches and his wife was a member of 
the latter church. 

Mr. Markham married Rose S. Smith, of Elizabethtown, New York, 
in August, 1870. Mrs. Markham died in 1893, leaving surviving three 
children: Susie May Hamilton (nee Markham) of Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia; Stuart H. Markham, a representative member of the Milwaukee 
bar mentioned individually in another part of this work, and George 
F. Markham, president of the Pressed Steel Company, of Milwaukee, 
engaged in the manufacture of pressed steel tanks and other accessor- 
ies to the automobile industry. 

In the practice of the law, Mr. Markham displayed sturdy qualities 
that were solid and enduring, rather than showy and ephemeral, and 
the painstaking thoroughness of his attention to the interests of his 
clients with his broad and comprehensive knowledge of law and prece- 
dent, gave him a deserved reputation as an able jurist and successful 
practitioner. 

As president of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
Mr. Markham has applied his innate and acquired characteristics to 
intricate administrative and executive details of an immense finan- 
cial and beneficial institution and is giving it a careful, discriminating 
and effective administration. 

During the few years he has been at the head of the company it has 
increased its insurance in force more than fifty per cent of the entire 
insurance in force at the date of his election and the assets of the 
company also have materially increased. One of the ''outward and vis- 
ible'' achievements of Mr. Markham 's administration is the erection of a 
magnificent home office building in Milwaukee now nearing completion. 
It is not merely a credit to its home city, but to the state and the entire 
middle west. 

Stuart H. Markham. Attorney and counselor at law, with offices 
at 601-2 Colby-Abbot Building, Milwaukee, Mr. Markham has well 
established vantage place as one of the representative members of the 
bar of his native city, where he is also prominently identified with 
various business interests of important order, especially those of finan- 
cial ramifications. He is maintaining most effectively the prestige of a 
name that has been most prominently identified with the history of 
the Wisconsin metropolis for more than two score years. On other 
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pages of this work is entered a review of the career of his father, 
George C. Markham, and thus it is not necessary to repeat the data 
of the family record in the present connection. 

Stuart Henry Markham was bom in Milwaukee on the 11th of 
September, 1875, and after completing the curriculum of the public 
schools he entered the University of Wisconsin, at Madison, in which 
great institution he was graduated as a member of the class of 1898, 
and from which he received the degree of Bachelor of Arts. His early 
experiences were those of the average youth reared in a city, and as 
a boy he manifested distinctive predilection for reading, especially 
along historical lines; he still finds great satisfaction and profit through 
continuous indxdgence in the reading of the best in literature, and by 
this means he has broadened his intellectual ken to a wide and sym- 
metrical perspective. After leaving the university Mr. Markham was 
employed for one year in a sawmill in the northern part of the state, 
and his wages during this period were just sufficient to pay his board 
bills from week to week. At the expiration of the year he entered the 
law school of historic old Harvard University, where he continued his 
technical studies for two years. 

In 1902 Mr. Markham was admitted to the bar of his native state 
and since that time he has been engaged in the active and successful 
practice of his profession in Milwaukee, and controls a substantial and 
representative clientage. Mr. Markham has otherwise shown himself 
a progressive business man and a citizen of unqualified civic loyalty. 
He has identified himself closely with enterprises that have tended 
to foster development and progress in his native city and other parts 
of the state and he has given special attention to the extension of 
financial loans on farm property: He is a member of the directorate of 
the First National Bank of Milwaukee and also that of the First Savings 
& Trust Company, besides which he is a member of the board of trus- 
tees of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, one of the 
most important business concerns of Milwaukee and one of the strong- 
est of its kind in the Union. In a generic sense Mr. Markham is a 
conservative Republican, but in local affairs, where no national issues 
are involved, he is not constrained by rigid partisanship but gives his 
support to men and measures meeting the approval of his judgment. 
He ^d his wife, who are most popular factors in the representative 
social activities of Milwaukee, are members of Calvary Presbyterian 
church, and he is identified with the University, Milwaukee, and Har- 
vard Clubs of Milwaukee, as well as the University Club, of Madison; 
the Wisconsin Association of the Chi Psi college fraternity; the Wis- 
consin University Alumni Association; and the Milwaukee Country 
Club and the Oconomowoc Country Club. He is affiliated with the 
Masonic fraternity. 

On the 29th of October, 1902, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. 
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Markhara to Miss Grace WiUard Lewis, daughter of Calvin E. Lewis, a- 
representative citizen of Milwaukee. The three children of this union 
were all bom in Milwaukee and their names and respective jdates of 
birth are here noted: Rosemary, February 15, 1904; Katherine, Decem- 
ber 2, 1906; and Stuart H., Jr., November 1, 1909. 

WnxiAM H. McGuiBE, M. D. Competition and efficiency are two 
words that enter into the professional life of today with as compelling 
force as they do in the business world, and true ability and merit are 
the only sesames to real success. The minister, lawyer, doctor and 
those of other professions of today serve and must measure up to the 
requirements of a keener and more educated intelligence in the world 
about them than has confronted the workers in any other age. Dr. 
William H. McGuire, of Janesville, Wisconsin, is a young member of 
the medical profession who has native ability for his line of endeavor 
and has enforced it with an unusually thorough preparation, as will 
be noted in the following review. He has been engaged in independent 
practice but a very short period but his value as a physician and sur- 
geon is of the highest order and he has traveled successward with 
marked strides. 

Dr. McGuire was born in June, 1884, in the Dominion of Canada, 
and was reared in the city of New York, where he concluded the common 
school studies he had begun in Canada. Following that he took a clas- 
sical course in the Seton Hall College at South Orange, New Jersey, 
graduating from that institution in 1902, and later he entered the 
Long Island College Hospital, where after a full course he was grad- 
uated with the degree of M. D. He received an honorary appoint- 
ment to the Upited States Marine Hcwpital at Staten Island, but he 
was unable to accept it and became instead an interne at the St. John 
Hospital, Long Island City, New York, following which he spent six 
months in the Norwegian Hospital at Brooklyn, New York. Later he 
took a year's course as an interne in the Swedish Hospital at Brooklyn, 
New York, supplementing this experience by another period as interne, 
this time at St. Mary's Hospital, Brooklyn. From there he came to 
Rochester, Minnesota, where he took three months of the clinics at St. 
Mary's Hospital under the direction of the famous Mayo Brothers. 
In April, 1910, he located at Janesville, Wisconsin, for the independent 
practice of medicine and from the very ^tart he enjoyed marked suc- 
cess, being today one of the leading physicians of the city. In line 
with his professional interests he is affiliated with the Rock County 
Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the Ameri- 
can Medical Association. He is also a member of the Brooklyn, New 
York, chapter of the Alpha Kappa Kappa medical fraternity; is a 
member of the Knights of Columbus and the Ancient Order of Hibern- 
ians at Janesville, Wisconsin ; and was recently appointed major of the 
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uniformed ranks of the Enights and Ladies of Honor for the state of 
Wisconsin. His oflSce is in Suite 304 of the Jackman Building, Janes- 
ville. 

On June 26, 1912, were performed the solemn marriage rites which 
united Dr. McQuire and Miss Julia M. Timmons, of JanesviUe, and 
both are highly esteemed young people of the city. A son, France 
E., was bom to them on March 27, 1912. 

John A. Aylward is one of the fortunate men of Madison. He 
was fortunate in having a good parentage, a good endowment of intel- 
lect and feeling, a liberal education, in attaching himself to one of 
the learned professions, and fortunate in casting his lot with the 
people of Madison. While he has borne a large share of the labors of 
professional and public life, accomplishing not less for the public wel- 
fare than for his own advantage, he has at the same time preserved his 
love of letters, his pursuit of manly and invigorating pastimes, and his 
indulgence in the amenities of a refined and gentle home life. John 
A. Aylward was bom at Black Earth, Dane county, Wisconsin, March 
16, 1861, and is a son of Michael and Catherine (Gaul) Aylward, 
natives of County Kilkenny, Ireland, the former of whom died in 
July, 1906, at the age of seventy-three years, while the latter passed 
away at seventy years of age. Michael Aylward came to the United 
States during the early fifties on a sailing vessel, landing at New 
Orleans, where he remained but a short time; subsequently he came 
to Madison, where he followed his trade as a cooper. Later he entered 
the employ of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. He was in 
the service of this company for forty-three years as section foreman 
at Black Earth. He was married in Madison, and he and tis wife 
became the parents of nine children, seven of whom still survive, John 
A* being the fourth in order of birth. 

Mr. Aylward received his early education in the public schools of 
Black Earth. Subsequently he took the modem classical course in 
the University of Wisconsin, from which he was graduated in the class 
of 1884. He then taught as principal of the Black Earth, Westfield 
and Vjroqua High Schools and acted as State Institute Conductor for 
five years. He completed his law course at the University of Wisconsin 
in 1890, and at once entered upon the practice of his profession at 
Madison as a member of Bashford, O'Connor, PoUeys & Aylward. 
Later on, Mr. Bashford being appointed to the supreme bench of the 
state, the firm became Aylward, Davies, Olbrich & Hill, its present 
personnel. 

Mr. Aylward is a member of the State and National Bar Associa- 
tions. He served as city attorney of Madison for fifteen years and is 
at present United States District Attorney for the Western District of 

Wisconsin. Mr. Aylward 's reputation is that of an honest, industri- 
voi. vni— 16 
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ous lawyer, a logical and convincing reasoner and a persuasive and suc- 
cessful advocate. His practice has been general in character. He has 
been engaged in much important litigation. He and his partner have 
recently won a signal legal victory over Governor McQovern in his 
attempt to oust Insurance Commissioner Ekem from of&ce. By birth, 
training, education, taste and association Mr. Aylward is thoroughly 
democratic. In politics he is a progressive Democrat and as such was 
the candidate for his party for governor of the state in 1906 and again 
in 1908. He made a strong campaign and was defeated only because 
of political conditions at the time. Mr. Aylward, at Governor Wilson's, 
now President Wilson, request, acted as chairman of the Wilson primary 
campaign in Wisconsin. As Wisconsin was the first primary state to 
elect delegates the Clark and Harmon forces united to defeat Wilson. 
A very spirited contest ensued and Wilson carried the state. This 
contest is believed by many to have been the decisive contest in the 
preconvention contests. 

On June 12, 1898, Mr. Aylward was married to Jennie Huenke- 
mier of Freeport, Illinois. They have two sons, Arthur William and 
Paul Jerome, both of whcnn are attending school. 

HmAM Damon Fisheb, **The Father of Florence,'' has attained the 
venerable age of eighty-one years. Many distinctions have come to 
him in this long life, and most of them are the result of his individual 
accomplishment, and not as a gift of fortune or circumstance. H. D. 
Fisher is familiarly known all over Wisconsin and was the first man to 
open and develop the iron mines of Florence county. He took a prom- 
inent part in platting and developing the village of Florence. He is 
one of the oldest and best known Masons in Wisconsin. His career 
has been one of strenuous activity since his early New England boy- 
hood, and for nearly sixty years his home has been in Wisconsin, a 
state which has been benefited by his residence and activities in many 
conspicuous ways. Not always are the pioneers rewarded as we should 
desire, but in the case of Mr. Fisher, as the pioneer of Florence, fortune 
has dealt kindly with him, and he is now regarded as the wealthiest 
citizen, and his wealth consists not only in material securities, but in 
that fine esteem and friendship which are likewise among the finest 
evidences of good fortune. The life of Hiram Damon Fisher began in 
Waltham, Vermont, August 27, 1832. His parents were Hiram and 
Hannah (Hubbell) Fisher, both of old Vermont families. The Fisher 
name was originally spelled Fischer indicating its German origin, and 
the family moved from Connecticut to Vermont. Hiram Fisher, the 
father, was a farmer, and the children of himself and wife were: 
Hiram D. ; Cyrus, an attorney, who was lost at sea with five hundred 
and sixty-two passengers of the illfated ship Atlantic oflf Halifax; 
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(Jeorge, now deceased, who lived in Vermont; Laura, widow of the 
well known railroad man, Silas E. Wright. 

Hiram D. Fisher spent his boyhood on a Vermont farm. Among 
the institutions which his memory recalls from those distant years was 
a little red building on **Clay Hill,-*' where he went more or less reg- 
ularly for a few months, and received his rudimentary instruction in 
books and learning. For the greater part, however, he is a self-educated 
man. That old community best knew him as ** Damon,*' and before 
reaching his majority he was called upon by the local district school 
directors to take charge of the home school, after the larger boys had 
proved so troublesome that the former school master had left his job. 
Damon Fisher proved a competent man for the position, and in run- 
ning the school, and reducing the pupils to a proper degree of subordina- 
tion, he received a monthly salary for three months of twenty-eight 
dollars. Among other early experiences which had a good deal to do 
with his later success, he went with a party of surveyors over the 
Green Moun^tains, and learned a good deal about surveying. At the 
age of twenty-one Mr. Fisher left home, rather unceremoniously and 
against the wishes of his father. His destination was the west and for 
a short time he traveled in Michigan as a book agent, making a success 
in distributing books as he has in nearly every other undertaking of 
his business experience. 

In 1854 Mr. Fisher located in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, and was employed 
by John Fitzgerald, who at that time operated a line of five freight and 
passenger boats on the river, the boats supplying the means of transpor- 
tation later afforded by railroad lines. Such was his diligence and 
capability that at the end of one year, young Fisher was made general 
manager of the entire traffic, and continued that responsibility for 
three years, first under Fitzgerald, and then under his successor, **01d 
Uncle Samuel*' Meflf. About 1858, Mr. Fisher opened a general store 
at Menasha. Even in those days he was regarded as one of the most 
progressive business men of his section, and his advertisements regu- 
larly appeared in the local papers, and were characterized by an 
originality of expression which brought trade. One of his customers 
in the Menasha store was Miss Emily 0. Eeyes, who after buying goods 
there for some time and learning to esteem the young merchant, finally 
consented to become his wife. Among her most prized jMMsessions at 
the present time are some dishes which she bought from Mr. Fisher 
at Menasha. ^ 

In 1861, having sold his stock to Alden Mitchell, Mr. Fisher engaged 
in the insurance business, representing fourteen of the leading insur- 
ance companies of that time. His work in this connection took him 
all over that part of Wisconsin, and needing an assistant he secured the 
services of George H. Clark, now deceased. 

While in the insurance business, one day a timber cruiser, J. A. 
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Smith, who had been looking up timber tracts in northern Wisconsin, 
came into Mr. Fisher's oflSce. He told of a peculiar condition existing 
in the country which he had been exploring, relating how his com- 
pass instead of always pointing north kept pointing and following the 
card around towards one spot. Mr. Fisher had a pi^actical knowledge of 
geology, and this quickly gave him a clew to the meaning of what the 
timber cruiser had told him. He understood that it was the presence 
of iron ore that caused the needle to swing about the card. He requested 
that Smith bring him in some specimens of the rock to be found in that 
vicinity after his next trip. Smith brought in some samples a few weeks 
later, and upon analysis Mr. Fisher discovered that many of them 
contained iron ore. Realizing the great possibilities that might exist 
in northern Wisconsin, due to the presence of iron ore among its 
resources, Mr. Fisher acted with a promptitude which has long been 
characteristic of him and which perhaps more than any one factor has 
brought him success. Turning over his insurance business to his assist- 
ant, he started for the north and from Marinette made the trip on foot 
through the trackless forest. On the fourth day of March, 1871, when 
the snow was about two feet deep on the level, he arrived on the oppo- 
site side of the lake from where he now lives. During the following 
fivp years, Mr. Fisher spent practically all the time in a tent home, 
a^d roamed all over this section of the state prospecting for iron. For 
several years he was the only white man dwelling in these regiojis. He 
was rewarded by finding iron ore, and opened the first iron mines in 
northern Wisconsin. The Florence mine, opened and developed by 
him, shipped its first ore in October, 1879, and fourteen thousand tons 
were produced that year, and in 1880 the production rose to two hund- 
red and forty-one thousand. That mine was subsequently taken over 
and organized under a corporate company by John H. Van Dyke, Albert 
Conrow, and James J. Hagerman. Mr. Fisher still receives a royalty 
of one-fourth of the output of the mine. No other individual has done 
more to develop and exploit the iron resources of Northern Wisconsin, 
and many of his discoveries have been made far out of the direct line 
of other mines, a fact which indicates his unremitting industry, and 
his keenness in searching out the possible localities of mineral deposits. 
Among other mines, he has located the Commonwealth mine, and the 
Armenia mine at Crystal Falls. 

In the early seventies, during his years of active prospecting in that 
region, what is now Florence county, was a part of Marinette county, 
and the county seat, Marinette, was eighty-one miles distant. In direct 
opposition to the state senator and the assemblyman from that county, 
Mr. Fisher undertook to organize a new county and submitted the 
required thirty-six names for a new county organization and had the 
bill signed by Governor Rusk. Mr. Fisher also at an early date began 
investing in real estate in both town and farm lands, mining and 
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timber lands, and took an active part in laying out the village of 
Florence, a thriving little city now of two thousand population. In 
that early time he became proprietor of the Florence Mining News, 
after its former editor and proprietor, Mr. J. F. Atkinson, had commit- 
ted suicide. Not wishing to see the paper discontinued, Mr. Fisher 
secured the services of a live young newspaper man who was sent to 
him by Lieutenant Colonel James A. Watrous of Milwaukee. This was 
Charles S. Osborn, who afterward became governor of Michigan. 

In many other ways has the name Fisher been closely identified 
with the growth and history of Florence. He has erected several build- 
ings, including the bank building, and his interests have always been 
keen for good government and substantial civic improvement Char- 
itable by nature, he has always stood ready to help both individuals and 
in organized movements in his community. 

Mr. Fisher was married January 31, 1861, to Emily 0. Keyes, whose 
brother was the late Judge Elisha W. Keyes, known as *'Boss" Keyes 
of Madison, the great Republican politician of Wisconsin. Mrs. Fisher 
is the daughter of Captain Joseph and Olive (Williams) Keyes, who 
came from Vermont Her father was a millwright, and built the first 
grist mill at Lake Mills, Wisconsin. At an early date he located in 
Milwaukee, and is said to have built the first frame house in that city, 
a picture of which Mr. Fisher still has. Mrs. Fisher is the only one of 
her family not born in the east, and has the distinction of being the 
first white girl born in Jefferson county, Wisconsin, the date of her 
birth being July 22, 1843. Mr. and Mrs. Fisher celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary on January 31, 1911, and Rev. and Mrs. H. A. 
Minor of Madison were among the guests. Rev. Minor had united 
them as man and wife fifty years ago, and had also married their child- 
ren. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Fisher comprise the following 
children: Olive, now deceased, whose husband, Oliver Evans, is the 
popular cashier of the Commercial Bank of Iron Mountain; Kate, 
widow of Edward J. Ingram, who was postmaster at Iron Mountain, 
and their children are Emily, Irene and H. D. Fisher Ingram, the 
last being the only boy among the children and grandchildren of Mr. 
Fisher ;, Nellie, wife of A. M. Pinto, of Omaha, and Laura Keyes, wife 
of H. J. Payne of Milwaukee. 

Mr. Fisher moved his family to Florence county and put up a large 
residence overlooking the lake in 1881. From that time to the present 
the Fisher home has been one of unbounded hospitality and has been 
a popular place of entertainment for some of the best known men in 
the state. Guests always mark their days in that home as time of 
unalloyed good cheer and hospitality. Mr. Fisher has been a member 
of the Royal Arcanum for many years, and is one of the oldest Masons 
in the state. He took his degrees as Master Mason in Dorchester Lodge 
No. 1 at Vergennes, Vermont, in 1858, fifty-five years ago. In April, 
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1903, the Consistory degrees of Scottish Rite were given him. He has 
served as chairman of the Committee of Appeals and Grievances in 
the Masonic Order for the past fifteen years and not yet has one of 
his decisions been reversed. At the time of his last birthday, congrat- 
ulatory telegrams and letters from Masons all over the state were sent 
to him, and among these was a message from the oldest Mason of Wis- 
consin. Mr. and Mrs. Fisher now spend much of their time in exten- 
sive travel, and having prospered by years of honest dealing and hard 
work, they are in a position to enjoy the comforts of fortune. Mr. 
Fisher is an exceptional conversationalist, is well posted on many sub- 
jects, though largely self-educated and a self made man impresses one 
as a gentleman of thorough culture and a character of the utmost integ- 
rity He has long been a strong Republican and an active worker in 
his party's interests. • 

Rev. Wm. Clifton Daland, M. A., D. D. In about twelve years of 
residence in Wisconsin in his capacity as president of Milton College, 
the work of the Rev. William Clifton Daland, M. A., D. D., has been 
of a scope and character that has made him a power for good in the 
state that few men have equalled. Coming here in 1902 to assume 
the post of president of the college, he has put into his work an enthu- 
siasm and a spirit such as only a man of his particular fibre and men- 
tality migh be expected to manifest, and his wholesome and altogether 
worthy influence upon the young people with whom he has come into 
contact has been one of the dominant and lasting forces for good that 
have come into their lives thus far. 

Dr. Daland is a man of eastern birth and breeding, bom in New 
York City on October 25, 1860. He came to Wisconsin in 1902 in 
response to a call from Milton College, and has since maintained his 
residence at Milton, where the institution is situated. Prior to his 
coming into this state, Dr. Daland had seen much of life as student, 
teacher and pastor, his record in those kindred fields being briefly as 
follows: He was graduated from the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute 
with the degree of B. A. in 1879; in 1886 he was graduated from the 
Union Theological Seminary of New York City; he received the M. A. 
degree from Alfred University in 1887 for work done in absentia in 
the Semitic languages. The same institution in 1903 conferred upon 
him the degree of D. D. In his work he served as organist and teacher 
of music in Elizabeth, New Jersey, and was similarly occupied in 
Brooklyn, New York, altogether from 1874 to 1886. In the latter year 
he became pastor of the Seventh-day Baptist church at Leonardsville, 
New York, continuing until 1891, in which year he entered upon a sim- 
ilar service at Westerly, Rhode Island, continuing until 1896, when he 
resigned and went to London, England, to become pastor of the Mill 
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Yard Seventh-day Baptist church in that city, where he remained until 
1900. In 1900 Dr. Daland returned to New York where he entered 
upon the duties of pastor at Leonardsville, where he had previously 
served, and two years later, as stated, he received the call to come to 
Milton and assume the presidency of Milton College. In this position 
for twelve years he has applied himself with all of dili^nce and single- 
ness of purpose to his worthy task, with a success that is well worthy 
of the name. 

In addition to his pastoral and other work. Dr. Daland in 1887 
published the Song of Songs, translated from the Hebrew, the publi- 
cation running through its second edition in 1888. 

In 1907 Dr. Daland became secretary of the Association of College 
presidents and Deans of Wisconsin Colleges, and is still occupying 
the oflSce. He is a member of the American Association for the Advance- 
meilt of Science and other national societies ; also of the Wisconsin His- 
torical Society, and other Wisconsin Societies; and his church member- 
ship is in the Seventh-day Baptist church. 

On September 10, 1884, Dr. Daland was married to Miss Agnes 
Bonnell Norton, of Elizabeth, New Jersey. She is a descendant of 
Qerman and English ancestry, and certain of her forbears were long 
identified with Philadelphia and Beading, Pennsylvania. 

Pour children have been born to Dr. and Mrs. Daland. John N., 
the eldest, born on July 16, 1887, is an alumnus of Milton College, 
class of 1913, and is now a graduate student at the University of Wis- 
consin. Clifton O. was bom on July 23, 1889 ; Stephanie was born on 
March 18, 1893 ; and Alexander K. was bom July 20, 1895. 

The family occupies a prominent social positicm. in Milton and has a 
wide circle of stanch friends in this section of the state. 

In order to present some adequate idea of the work of Dr. Daland 
in his present oflSce, some data should be supplied with reference to the 
college of which he is president. 

Mn.TON College. This sketch is written by President W. C. Daland 
of Milton College. General Statement. — The history of Milton College 
is that of natural evolution. The development of the institution has 
been a perfectly logical one, in accordance with the needs and demands 
of the community where it exists and the relation of that community 
to the wider field in which the institution has been a potent educational 
force. This development has been through definite periods of growth, 
from a select school planted to meet the primitive necessities of a pion- 
eer settlement to the college as it exists today. Between these extremes 
there have been two intermediate stages : that of an academy or second- 
ary school, and that of a school of higher learning, the chief function 
of which was the preparation of teachers. These periods overlap one 
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another, especially the last mentioned period, that of the advanced 
school for teachers, and the present period, that of the college. All 
these stages are marked by distinct growth and a certain modification 
of the nature and function of the institution. 

Stated formally, the periods of history would be, (1) 1844 to 1848, 
the period of the private select school; (2) 1848 to 1854, that of the 
academy; (3) 1854 to 1867, that of the academy preparing students 
for teaching; (4) 1867 to the present time, that of the college. But 
the period from 1854 to 1867 was one of marked growth, especially 
from 1858 onward. During these latter years the names of twenty-four 
instructors appear in the list of the faculty, and in many of these years 
the attendance of students was between two and three hundred. At 
this time many branches of higher learning were added to the curricu- 
lum, and it was this advancement that led to the granting by the state 
of the college charter in 1867. After 1867 the institution contin- 
ued its academy as a preparatory department and also maintained its 
well-known ** Teachers' Course.'' For many years the graduates from 
this course were more numerous than those who received college degrees. 

The years preceding 1867 and tliose from 1867 to 1886 were the 
years when the attendance of students was largest and when the iilsti- 
tution furnished to the state of "Wisconsin the largest number of teach- 
ers, among whom may be mentioned the late President Albert Salisbury, 
M . A., Ph. D., of the State Normal School at Whitewater, and President 
L. Dow Harvey, M. S., Ph. D., of the Stout Institute at Menomonie. The • 
need that called into existence the present system of normal schools was 
the force that produced the development in *' Milton Academy" which 
led to its growth into ** Milton College." The more eflScient supplying of 
that need by the normal schools of the state is what led to the further 
modification of the function of the institution, whereby it became in 
time strictly a coDege of liberal arts, though upon a more modest scale 
and with fewer students than in those days. 

Foundation and Purpose. — The founder of the village of JMilton 
was Joseph Goodrich, a sturdy pioneer of indomitable energy, descended 
from New England Puritan ancestry, and more remotely from a Saxon 
family, both good and powerful, as his name implies. He with his 
household and some others emigrated from western New York in the 
early spring of 1839. With four teams and wagons mounted on sleighs 
they made the journey in thirty-four days, arriving at Prairie du 
Lac, wh^e Milton now is, March 4th, 1839. In a little building sixteen 
by twenty feet, which is still standing, they all lived. There were no 
roads. Janesville and Fort Atkinson had each one log house. Water- 
town had two houses, Waupun and Fond du Lac each had one. Mr. 
Gk)odrich found that his claim at Prairie du Lac was in direct line 
between Chicago and Madison and between Janesville and Fort Atkin- 
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son. He conceived that the place was a favorable one for settlement. 
He laid out a large square and gave it for public use. He gave 
lots to mechanics who would settle and build upon them. He gave 
grounds for a church, a district school and a cemetery. He was the 
first landlord, the first merchant, the first postmaster, and the first 
town treasurer in Milton. 

To this man belongs the honor of establishing the school that has 
grown into Milton College. His purpose was to have a school in Mil- 
ton that should furnish the young people of the vicinity with as much 
learning as possible. He gave the ground for its first building. It 
was he who planned that building and paid the cost of its construction, 
about $300. For the first three years he had the sole management of 
the school and bore all the cost of its maintenance. For ten years he 
was almost its sole financial supporter, and for many years he was its 
loyal friend and generous helper. He died 'in 1867, the same year i|i 
which the college received its charter. One of the present college build- 
ings, the ladies' dormitory, known as ** Goodrich Hall,'* built in 1857, 
perpetuates his name. 

Mr. Goodrich and his friends were ** Seventh-day people,'* and 
during all the history of Milton College the institution has had a close 
sympathetic relation with the denomination known as Seventh-day Bap- 
tists. Furthermore, Mr. (Goodrich was a signal illustration of the fact 
that the people thus characterized are broad-minded and tolerant 
rather than the reverse. A band of twenty-two people of that faith 
met in Milton on March 9th, 1839, five days after the pioneers* arrival, 
and formed themselves into a society. The Milton Seventh-day Baptist 
church with sixty members was organized in the latter part of the 
following year, November, 1840. It was to this church that Mr. (Jood- 
rich gave the land for its site, and it was the character and temper of 
these people, strong in conviction, but broad in their spirit, that has 
always been the domiiiating influence in the history of Milton College. 
The connection of the college with the Seventh-day Baptist people must 
be understood in order to afford a proper appreciation of its history. 
Nevertheless, from the beginning it has always been true to its ideal, 
Tros Tyriusq'ue nUhi nuUo discrimine dgetur. Its charter contains abso-* 
lutely no reference to religion or to any religious body. Teachers of 
different faiths have always been upon its faculty. But the very closest 
relation has always been maintained with those who observe the seventh 
day of the week, and such have always formed a large proportion of 
the people of Milton. Seventh-day Baptists were the strongest finan- 
cial supporters of the school in the earlier days, as since 1867 they have 
been the chief contributors to the endowment of the college. 

1844-1848. — The school had its beginning in 1844. It was established 
with no other purpose than to accommodate the young people of the 
immediate vicinity. There was no expectation that it would ever become 
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a first-rate academy or a college; nevertheless in the first year there 
were over sixty students in attendance. This fact showed that a school 
of higher grade was needed, and a sentiment in favor of sustaining it 
was created. During the first few years the average attendance was 
about seventy. 

The building occupied by the school during the first ten years of 
its existence was situated near the northwest comer of the public park. 
It was in size twenty by thirty feet, and one story high; a small ** lean- 
to" addition was attached to the rear end; a cupola, with four spires 
and a bell mounted in it, graced the front peak of the gambrel-roof ; 
and a huge sign, painted ** Milton Academy,'' stretched the full extent 
of the building over the front entrance. 

The teacher at the very beginning and during the first year was the 
Rev. Bethuel C. Church, who eight years before had been the principal 
of a private school in Alfred, Alleghany county. New York, which after- 
wards became Alfred University, the largest college maintained by the 
Seventh-day Baptists. Mr. Church came to Milton from Michigan and 
was engaged by Mr. Goodrich to undertake the new enterprise at Mil- 
ton, called the ** Milton Academy." The next teacher was a Congrega- 
tional clergyman, a graduate of' Dartmouth College, a thorough scholar, 
the Rev. S. S. Bickriell. He taught for two and a half years until, in 
1848, when Wisconsin became a state, the school was incorporated 
under a state charter as *'Du Lac Academy." 

1848-1854. — In the autumn after the charter was obtained, a Mr. 
Prindle, a graduate of some eastern coUege, was engaged as principal, 
but after one year he was relieved by Jonathan Allen, who became in 
later years the president of Alfred University. He was assisted by the 
Rev. A. W. Coon, who, in the following spring, 1849, was made prin- 
cipal. Mr. Coon had prepared himself for his work at Alfred Academy. 
He took charge of the school for two years, being assisted one year by 
Mr. P. P. Livermore, from Alfred, and in the winter of 1850-51 by Wil- 
liam C. Whitford, then in the senior class of Union College, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. During these years the attendance increased to over one 
hundred. Col. George R. Clarke was at the head of the academy dur- 
ing the spring of 1851. For the next seven years Ambrose C. Spicer and 
his wife, Susanna M. Spicer, were in charge. During the first three 
years of their administration the school had a varying success. The 
building became untenable and classes met in a private house, and dur- 
ing a part of the year 1853 they were entirely suspended. 

1854-1858. — The year 1854 marked the beginning of a new epoch in 
the history of the school. A fresh interest was awakened, the attendance 
increased, and the school was reorganized and newly incorporated under 
its original title as ** Milton Academy." This marks the beginning of 
the period when the chief work of the school was the preparing of 
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teachers. A brick building, forty by forty-four feet in size and three 
stories high, was completed in 1855 at the cost of over five thousand 
dollars, met by subscriptions of the stockholders of the new academy. 
Mr. Goodrich was prominent in this enterprise. The building then 
erected forms the front part of the main college building as it is at pres- 
ent. The dormitory already mentioned was built two years later at a 
cost of over $5,000. The course of study was enlarged and more teachers 
were employed, among whom for various periods were Albert Whitford, 
for many years afterwards the honored professor of mathematics in Mil- 
ton College, and the Rev. Melzar Montague, then pastor of the Congrega- 
tional Church in Milton. The attendance in 1856 reached two hun- 
dred twelve, and a class of three was graduated in the teachers' course: 
Susan E. Burdick; Chloe Curtis, who became Mrs. Albert Whitford; 
and Ruth Graham. These were the first graduates of the institution. 
At the close of the spring term, in 1858, Professor and Mrs. Spicer 
resigned their positions in the academy. During their administration 
the school had doubled its attendance, two substantial buildings had 
been erected, two prominent literary societies had been formed, and 
the beginning of a Christian association had been made. 

1858-1867. — ^After Professor Spicer 's resignation various efforts were 
made to fill his place as principal. At last the trustees prevailed upon 
the Rev. William C. Whitford, then pastor of the Milton Seventh-Day 
Baptist Church, to assume the charge of the academy during the fol- 
lowing fall term. He consented later to continue in his position during 
the remainder of the year 1858-59. He then resigned his pastorate 
and became permanently connected with the academy as its principal. 
The period of his labors, forty-four years in length, is marked by the 
development of the academy until it became, in 1867, merged into Mil- 
ton College, of which he was the first and only president till his death. 

President Whitford was fitted for college at the De Ruyter Institute, 
De Ruyter, N. Y.; he was graduated from Union College, Schenectady, 
N. Y., in 1853 ; he completed the regular course of studies in the Union 
Theological Seminary, New York City, in 1856. He began his work in 
1858 with a strong initiative and continued it with increasing intensity 
and devotion. During the first year he had associated with him his 
brother. Professor Albert Whitford, Mrs. Chloe C. Whitford, IMr. Shep- 
pard S. Rockwood, Mrs. Flora H. Rockwood, and Mr. W. H. Clarke, a 
teacher of music. During the following years, until 1867, there appear 
upon the list of the faculty for one or more years the names of twenty- 
four persons, including Albert Whitford and Sheppard S. Rockwood, 
mathematics; Edward Searing, Latin and French; Mrs. Chloe C. Whit- 
ford, German and English; Mrs. Flora H. Rockwood, French and 
History; Oscar U. Whitford, Greek and Latin; Mary F. Bailey, German, 
and others. 

During the Civil war the work of the school was much broken up. 
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but it continued with enthusiasm and an intensity increased by patri- 
otic fervor. At every call for volunteers students were mustered into 
the service. They were drilled in the chapel and on the campus. Of 
the students and those who had been students there were 325 who 
enlisted and forty-one who gave their lives for the sake of the Union. 
The acadcany raised, officered, and sent into the service two compa- 
nies and parts of three other companies, all belonging to Wisconsin 
regiments. Sixty-nine of those who entered the service held commis- 
sions ranging from second lieutenant to brigadier-general. A few years 
ago, through the kindness of Mr. Hosea W. Rood, graduate (1878) from 
Milton CoDege in the teachers' course, and custodian of the State 
G. A. E. Memorial Hall, Madison, there was placed in the library of 
Milton College a tablet containing the names of those who died in battle 
or directly as a result of the war, and giving statistical information so 
far as it has been ascertained concerning them. 

In spite of the conditions due to the war the last part of this 
period was one of continual gfrowth and advancement. The need of 
better accommodations for students was so pressing that in 1863 an old 
mill from another part of the village was placed near the college as 
a private enterprise, after being remodeled for use as a men's dormitory. 
This was maintained thus for about ten years, when it came into the 
possession of the college. In 1866 the demand for more rooms for the 
purposes of instruction became so great that an addition was made to 
the main building, doubling its length and making it as it is at the 
present time. This was completed so that, after the organization of the 
college, it was used for classes in the autumn of 1867. At that tim^ 
the total valuation of all the property of the institution was reported 
as $29,675, with a debt of $3,500. This exhibits thef gi*owth of the school 
from its beginning in 1844, when the total value of all its property 
was $400. 

1867-1902. — ^When Milton Academy was converted into a college by 
a charter from the state, March 13, 1867, it added what was desirable 
to its curriculum to enable it to perform its additional function as 
a college of higher learning. The preparation of teachers was still its 
chief work, but the added function was in response to a clearly felt 
demand. 

As the personality of Joseph Goodrich was the one most intimately 
associated with the early history of Milton Academy, so that of William 
Clarke Whitford is the one most influential in the history of the col- 
lege, including the later growth of the academy and the thirty-four 
years when he was president of the college itself. The history of the 
institution from 1858 to 1902 is almost an account of that part of Presi- 
dent Whitford 's life. The changes in the character of the work of Milton 
College are intimately bound up with his labors for the state and his 
connection with the organization of the system of state normal schools. 
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In 1868 he was a member of the Wisconsin state legislature and chair- 
man of its committee on education. He was state superintendent of 
public instruction for two terms, four years, 1878 to 1881; he was a 
memjber of the board of regents of normal schools from 1867 to 1875 and 
from 1878 to 1881. He delivered public lectures and addresses through- 
out the state and became a potent force in its educational affairs. The 
self-sacrificing devotion which he gave to education outside the local 
community in which he lived and outside of the college which he served, 
contributed largely to build up the magnificent system of normal train- 
ing in the state, which has transferred to public institutions the func- 
tion which for years dominated Milton College. Nevertheless, of all the 
graduates of the institution many more have engaged in the teaching 
profession than have engaged in any other one calling. 

The first college faculty, that of 1867, was as follows: William C. 
Whitford, president (mental, moral, and natural sciences) ; Edward 
Searing (Latin and French), Albert Whitford (Greek and mixed mathe- 
matics), Nathan C. Twining (pure mathematics and commercial in- 
struction). Miss Mary F. Bailey (German), Mrs. Emma J. Utter 
(music), Forrest M. Babcock (penmanship), Mrs. Ruth H. Whitford 
(painting and penciling). 

Professor Albert Whitford continued as professor of mathematics 
and astronomy until 1911, when he retired from service. Professor 
Searing, with the exception of four years wh6n he was state superin- 
tendent of public instruction, held a place on the faculty till the close 
of the school year in 1880. Others who served on the faculty during the 
first eight or ten years were Jonathan D. Bond; Sbeppard S. Rockwood, 
Lucius Heritage, L. Dow Harvey and Mrs. Jane Bond Morton, who 
taught as late as 1888. ' * 

Those who have served the longest and who are not now connected 
with the college (1914) are Jairus M. Stillman, who was at the head of 
the department of music from 1871 till 1909, when he retired from active 
service ; Ludwig Kumlien, professor of natural science from 1891 till his 
death in 1902 ; and Edwin Shaw, professor of Latin and Chemistry from 
1890 to 1908. 

The course of study in Milton College that was at first most highly 
esteemed, aside from the useful teacher's course, was known as the 
classical course, the old^Iashioned ''regular college course,'* leading 
to the degree of bachelor of arts. Two other degrees were given : bach- 
elor of letters to those pursuing modem languages instead of Greek 
and Latin, and bachelor of science to those who pursued less than the 
full required amount of language and added more scientific subjects. 
These degrees were all given from time to time, and after 1893 the 
teacher's course was discontinued. Since then all graduates have pur- 
sued full college courses leading to degrees. 

There have been over three hundred graduates from Milton College, 
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which has in a peculiar way furnished more teachers to the state in 
proportion to its size than any other institution. It has furnished 
thousands of teachers for common schools and hundreds as principals 
and assistants- in graded and high schools. Principal Spicer, of Milton 
Academy, originated the scheme of creating the normal school income 
of the state from a portion of the swamp-land fund. During the 
thirty years from 1874 to 1904 the position of state superintendent of 
public instruction was filled by members of the faculty or graduates of 
the college for sixteen years or more than one-half of the time. The first 
of these was Professor Edward Searing, for the four years beginning 
in 1874. Under his administration the system of supplying pupils in 
the public schools with free text-books went into operation, the pro- 
visions for the establishment of free high schools were adopted, and 
women were made eligible to school oflSces. He was followed by Presi- 
dent W. C. Whitford, as already mentioned. While occupying the 
oflSce President Whitford established the present grading system of 
the country schools, secured the enactment of a compulsory education 
law, prepared a very extensive circular on plans and specifications of 
schoolhouses for country districts, villages and small cities, and advo- 
cated in his annual reports the method of raising a state tax for the 
support of public schools, a measure which was afterwards adopted. 
The Hon. Jesse B. Thayer, gradute (1870) of Milton College, was state 
superintendent for four years, 1887 to 1890. He revised and made 
efficient the state system of providing public school libraries, arranged 
for a direct and active supervision of the free high schools, originated 
in connection with the University of Wisconsin a summer school for 
teachers, introduced the experiment of uniform examination for teachers 
by county superintendents, and brought the different departments of 
public education of the state into a more helpful relation among them- 
selves. The Hon. L. Dow Harvey, graduate (1872) of Milton College, 
was state superintendent for the four years 1901 to 1904. Through 
his efforts the qualifications for county superintendent were more closely 
specified and raised, Ithe requirements for teachers' certificates were 
increased, the study of agriculture was introduced into the common 
schools, the methods of conducting teacher's institutes were improved, 
and the subject of centralizing the small scattered county schools was 
brought before the people. Of the men who have been graduated from 
Milton College over 60 per cent have entered on the profession of 
teaching, the Christian ministry, medicine, and law, the largest num- 
ber, being teachers, and the proportions of the other professions being 
in the order named. 

In 1867 the total value of the coUege property was about $30,000.00. 
By 1876 it had increased to a little over $45,000.00, including a small 
amount of productive endowments. From time to time gifts for endow- 
ment were secured. The late George H. Babcock, of Plainfield, N. J., 
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inventor of the Babcock and Wilcox watertube boilers, gave the largest 
sum for this purpose. Partly during his lifetime and partly by will 
at his death in 1893, he gave the college in all $70,000.00. Hence in 
1902 the total value of the coUege property was about $120,000.00, of 
which $85,000.00 consisted of productive funds. 

The students' organizations consisted of a Ladies' Literary Society 
established in 1854 in the academy, but reorganized in 1869 as the 
Iduna Lyceum; the Philomathean Society for men, organized in 1860, 
the outgrowth of an older body, known as the Adelphic Society; the 
Orophilian Lyceum, also for men, organized in 1858 ; and the Christian 
Association, for both men and women, begun in 1858. In 1870 an 
Alumni Association was formed, which has held meetings every year 
at Commencement. 

The equipment of the college was all contained in the building 
already mentioned. The chemical and physical laboratories were in the 
basement and the biological laboratory was in the second story in a 
room next to the large room that has always been the college chapel. 
The library was in a room on the first floor, not far from the college 
office. It was formed by a consolidation of the libraries collected by the 
literary societies with an original library founded by the Rev. Daniel 
Babcock, a retired Seventh-day Baptist minister, then living in Milton, 
who at his death in 1868 left to the coUege his books and the sum of 
one thousand dollars for the purchase of books for the library. 

During the whole history of Milton College, it has been known 
throughout the southern part of the state as a center of musical cul- 
ture, especially of chorus singing. Its inspiration in this respect was 
Dr. Jairus M. SfiUman, a veteran chorus leader and holder of musical 
conventions and institutes. From 1871 onward, almost continuously, 
he held the position of director of the musical department of the col- 
lege, known as the ** School of Music." As composer, teacher and drill- 
master Dr. Stillman was unexcelled. A result of his work is the fact 
that today it is not difficult to assemble from those who live in the vil- 
lage of Milton a chorus of seventy-five people who can read and sing 
choral works of a noble character. The School of Music as it is today 
owes its existence and its distinction to Dr. Stillman, who did his best 
work between 1871 and 1900, and whose retirement in 1909 on account 
of old age was regretted by all friends of the college. 

1902-1914.— The period from 1902 to 1914 is one of advancement 
in material equipment, in the building up of the faculty, and in the 
strengthening of the courses of study. At the meeting of the trustees 
of the college held in July, 1901, President Whitford urged upon them 
the .construction of a new building to contain the library and labora- 
tories for classes in science. During the next college year he tried to 
secure funds for this purpose. But his sudden death. May 20, 1902, 
closed those labors. Prof. Edwin Shaw was called to act as president 
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till a successor should be secured. At the commencement in 1902 a 
service was held in memory of President Whitf ord, at which the erec- 
tion of a building to be called the '* Whitf ord Memorial Hall/' was 
mentioned as the most fitting monument to his honor. 

The alumni took the matter in hand and began to collect money for 
the purpose. The writer of the present sketch was caUed td become 
president of the college and assumed the duties of his oflSce in Sep- 
tember, 1902. After a sufficient amount of money had been secured, 
a committee consisting of one trustee, one member of the faculty, and 
the president of the college, formulated a plan of construction, which 
was submitted to Mr. C. C. Chipman, an architect in New York City, 
and a friend of the college. Mr. Chipman perfected the plan, render- 
ing his services gratuitously with great credit to his skill. In March, 
1904, a building committee was formed, consisting of President Daland, 
chairman. Dr. A. S. Maxson, Mr. P. C. Dunn, Mr. T. A. Saunders, and 
Mr. C. E. Crandall. Under their direction the work was begun and 
the cornerstone was laid at the college commencement in 1904. The 
cost of the building and equipment of the new hall, including the heat- 
' ing plant, which also gives steam heat to the main building, was about 
$30,000. The largest portion of this sum was obtained through the 
solicitation of the financial agent of the college, Mr. Walton H. Ingham. 
It was through him that the widow of the late George H. Babcock 
gave $5,000 for the equipment of the new building. Special thanks are 
also due to Dr. James Mills, of Janesville, a graduate (1884) of Milton 
College, through whose influence there came a gift of $6,500 from 
Mr. Andrew Carnegie in good time to complete the cost of the build- 
ing. It was opened for use in October, 1906, and contains on the first 
floor in front the library and in the i»ear the laboratory for physics; on 
the second floor are the biological laboratory and the chemical laboratory, 
the former over the library and the latter over the physical laboratory. 
In the third story are the rooms for the men's literary societies. 

One of the earliest changes made in 1902 was the complete separa- 
tion between the courses of study in the academy and the college and 
the strengthening of both. Since that year the academy has been known 
as **The Academy of Milton College." Its courses of study are those 
of a modern high school primarily devoted to the preparation of stu- 
dents for college. It is on the list of high schools and academies 
accredited as admitting to the University of Wisconsin. Its courses 
comprise fifteen units of high school work, being especially strong in 
English, language, science and mathematics. 

The courses of study in the college have been reorganized and made 
uniform. The three degrees formerly given were continued till 1907. 
Since that time all graduates have received the degree of bachelor of 
arts, and all courses of study that are allowed under the present sys- 
tem of required, major, minor, and free elective studies are considered 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2377 

of equal value. These courses are made fully and fairly equivalent to 
those leading to the bachelor's degree in the University of Wisconsin; 
but, of course, the fields of specialization are limited. During the 
junior and senior years the consistent pursuit of a major study is 
required, and a thesis in the field chosen is demanded from every stu- 
dent as a prerequisite to graduation. Copies of the thesis are bound 
\ and kept on file in the CoUege Library. 

Since President Daland assumed charge of the coUege, the faculty 
has been materially strengthened, but there is more than one teacher 
who is closely connected with the past history of the school. The fol- 
lowing is a list of the members of the faculty as it is constituted at pres- 
ent, 1913-14, with the subjects taught by them. After the president the 
names are given in the order of length of service with the exception of 
teachers of music, elocution, and physical culture. • 

The Rev. William Clifton Daland, M. A., D. D., president (English 
and Biblical Literature) ; Albert Whitford, M. A., (professor emeritus 
of mathematics and astronomy) ; Walter D. Thomas, M. A., (Greek 
and history) ; Mrs. Anna S. Crandall, M. A., (German) ; Alfred E. 
Whitford, M. A., (mathematics and physics) ; Albert R. Crandall, M. 
A., Ph. D. (natural science, biology, geology) ; Albert W. Kelley, Ph. 
D., M, D., Sc. D. (chemistry) ; D. Nelson Inglis, M. A., (romance lan- 
guages and history) ; Harris M. Barbour, M. A., (philosophy and his- 
tory) ; Miss Mary M. Swinney, B. A., (Latin and English) ; Miss Edna 
M. Wiegand, B. A., (La^tin) ; Miss Mabel Maxson, M. A., (English lit- 
erature) ; Miss Alberta Crandall, director of the School of Music (piano- 
forte, musical history, harmony, theoretical studies) ; Mrs. Ellen C. 
Place (violin, viola, violonceUo) ; Miss Wilna Soverhill (violin) ; Leman 
H. Stringer (Physical Director, Public Speaking and Voice Culture) ; 
Miss Mabel Maxson (librarian). 

Next to his brother, Prof. Albert Whitford has been the one more 
than all others who has exerted a formative influence in the history and 
policy of the college. He taught in the early days of Milton Academy ; 
and after he became a professor in Milton College, with the exception 
of one short interval, from 1868 to 1872, he taught continuously till 
1911. In that year, by vote of the trustees he was made professor 
emeritus, with his former style and title. His son, Prof. Alfred E. 
Whitford, who is the registrar of the college, and who has been in- 
structor in physics since 1901, was in 1911 made professor of mathe- 
matics and physics. Professor Thomas has been professor of Greek, 
teaching also history, since 1884. He was a graduate (1884) of Milton 
College, and is one of the most faithful and devoted teachers ever 
employed on the faculty. Mrs. Anna S. Crandall is a daughter of 
Prof. Albert Whitford and Mrs. Chloe C. Whitford. Thus the blood of 
two devoted teachers of early days runs m. her veins. She has taught 

(Jerman in Milton College since 1900. Prof. A. R. Crandall, after 
Vol. vni— 16 
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graduation from Milton College in 1873, was engaged in studies in Har- 
vard University, in work for the museum at Harvard and for the geologi- 
cal survey in the state of Kentucky, and in teaching in the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College in Lexington, Ky., till 1893. After that he 
was professor in Alfred Universily till, in 1903, he became professor 
of natural history in Milton College. Professor KeUey has been a 
member of the faculty since 1908; Professor Inglis, since 1910. The 
most of the other instructors have been in the service of the college 
since 1910 or during the last year only. Miss Mabel Maxson, who has 
been in charge of the library for two years, is a great-granddaughter 
of the Rev. Daniel Babcock, the original founder of the library. 

Since the retirement of Dr. Stillman in 1909, Miss Alberta Crandall 
has been the director of the School of Music. She and her sister, Mrs. 
Place, tave had charge of the teaching of instrumental music at Milton 
since 1903. Under their care the musical work had been remarkably 
successful and has brought many students to Milton that they may avail 
themselves of the excellent instruction there given. 

Some slight changes have in recent years taken place among the 
student organizations. In 1907 the old ** Christian Association*' was 
reorganized and formed into two societies, a Young Men's Christian 
Association and a Young Women's Christian Association, aflSliated with 
other branches of these wider organizations. In 1910 there was organ- 
ized a second women's literary society, called the Miltonian Lyceum. 

For some years there has been kept up an organization* of aU the 
students, called the Athletic Association, to promote an interest in 
athletics. Although the total number of students in the institution is 
at present no more than 150, of whom about one-third are college 
students, nevertheless in no institution . is the student body more loyal 
to its school. This is shown especially by what has been done for col- 
lege athletics. Before 1900 the men's dormitory already mentioned 
became somewhat undesirable, and most of the men lived, as they do 
now, in private boarding houses. In the year 1900 a movement was 
begun among the students to remodel that old building and fit it up for 
use as a gymnasium. Within a year's time this was done, the students 
themselves bearing a large share of the cost of the work. This gym- 
nasium was used until about three years ago. The new auditorium- 
gymnasium, the erection of which forms the last step in the material 
advancement in the college, is the fruit of the long-cherished hopes of 
the students and in particular of the enthusiasm engendered five years 
ago by the generous gift of $1,000 from the class of 1909, which was the 
nucleus of pledges made at the commencement exercises in that year, 
amounting to over $8,000. 

The building is now completed. It has cost nearly $20,000 and is 
nearly paid for. It was opened for use on commencement day, June 22, 
1911, when the commencement exercises were held for the first time 
in the new building. 
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The gymnasium is constructed of reinforced concrete and is of the 
'* Mission'' style of architecture. It is simple, but excellently adapted 
to its purpose and is one of the most attractive buildings on the campus. 
It is 136 feet long and 60 feet wide. There are oflSces in the porch which 
is 16 feet in depth. There is a stage in the rear 30 by 40 feet. The rest 
of the space is occupied by the main room, 60 by 90 feet, which is used 
for athletic or social exercises and also as an auditorium for large 
assemblies. Under the stage are placed the baths, lockers and other 
conveniences. The floor is of hard maple, laid over concrete. The roof 
is of asbestos cement shingles, laid over stout planks, supported by 
steel girders spanning the entire width of the building. In the center 
of the roof is a large cupola affording light and ventilation, in addi- 
tion to long narrow windows on each side of the room. The building is 
heated by steam and lighted by electricity. The drop curtain for the 
the stage was given to the college by the class of 1911. ^ 

Milton College has always met the needs of students of limited means 
who desire a thoroughly satisfactory course of liberal studies under good 
moral influences, without either incurring the expense of a costly social 
life or suffering the discomfort of self-denial among those who lead such 
a life at college. It desires serious and earnest students and it has been 
fortunate in having such. Its graduates at the present time go from 
year to year, filling positions worthy of the past history of which this 
sketch is a meagre outline. 

Emil a. Krembs. Since early youth Mr. Krembs has been iden- 
tified with banking, and is now cashier of the Citizens' National Bank 
of Merrill. He was formerly a resident of Stevens Point, where the 
Krembs family has been prominent in commercial affairs for half a 
century. Besides his position as cashier of the Citizens' National 
Bank, Mr. Krembs is also vice president of the Krembs Hardware Com- 
pany of Stevens Point, and is well known over the state as treasurer 
of the state organization of the Knights of Columbus. 

Mr. Krembs has been identified with the Citizens' National Bank 
since its reorganization on April 15, 1912. Prior to that time for two 
years he was cashier of the Lincoln County Bank of Merrill, and for 
ten years before that was connected with the Citizens' National Bank 
of Stevens Point, being assistant cashier when he left. He had started 
in as bookkeeper in that institution. 

Emil A. Krembs was bom at Stevens Point, November 26, 1874, 
a son of Alexander and Elizabeth (Biegler) Krembs. The father was 
in the hardware business at Stevens Point until his death in 1911, and 
the heirs still conduct the store under the name of Krembs Hardware 
Company. The son Fritz is president, E. A. Krembs is vice president, 
Anton Krembs is treasurer and Alexander Krembs is secretary. This 
business was established by the father and his brother, Charles Krembs, 
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in 1863, and was conducted for many years under the name of Erembs 
and brother. The late Alexander E[rembs was born in Munich, Ger- 
many, came to America in 1855, locating at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 
His wife, who is still living, was bom in Milwaukee, a daughter of 
William Biegler, a native of Germany, a farmer, who afterwards located 
at Richfield, Wisconsin. 

Emil A. Krembs was reared in Stevens Point, where he attended 
the grammar and high schools, and immediately on leaving school took 
up the practical tasks of business life, working in his father's store for 
two years, and also in a local bank. His career has been one of steady 
progression and success. 

Mr. Erembs married Miss Eleanora Gross, of Chippewa Falls, Wis- 
consin, a daughter of Eugene Gross, now retired. The four children 
of their marriage are : Eugene, Richard, Emil, and Philip. Mr. Erembs 
and family are communicants of the Catholic church, and he is prom- 
inently known in the Enights of Columbus. 

Ernest L. Eosankb. It takes only little inquiry to discover at 
Weyauwega that the position of acknowledged leadership in business 
afflairs is held by Eosanke Brothers, with a large establishment for hard- 
ware, farm implements and related lines of merchandise. This business 
is almost as old as the town itself, though originally it was a black- 
smith shop, conducted by the father of the present Eosanke Brothers. 
Mr. E. L. Eosanke is also president of the First National Bank of 
Weyauwega. His commercial success and prestige have been won by 
close attention to business, a thriftiness which is characteristic of Ger- 
man people, and a steadfast regard for the most scrupulous dealings 
with his fellow men. 

Ernest L. Eosanke was born in Prussia, Germany, October 25, 1853. 
His parents were Ernest and Johanna (Pape) Eosanke. The senior 
Eosanke in the old country followed his trade as blacksmith and wagon 
maker, but in 1865, when the son Ernest was twelve years of age, the 
family emigrated to the United States. The trip was made in a steamer 
that had been used during the Civil war as an ammunition boat. Later 
it had been sold to a syndicate, and was now used for ocean transporta- 
tion, with an English captain in charge. One October morning, about 
four o'clock, when the vessel was some four days out of New York City, 
the senior Eosanke came on deck and discovered the crew getting the life 
boats ready. To his demand for an explanation, requested from two 
German stewards, he did not get reply. Rushing to the steerage, 
Mr. Eosanke roused his fellow countrymen, the English captain 
explained to the passengers that had gathered on deck by this time the 
situation and if they would all do their duty they would be on an island 
tomorrow. He soon had all hands at the pumps with three hundred 
bailing out the ship with buckets. The speech of the captain was inter- 
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preted by German- American passengers. The water had come to within 
a foot of the fire boxes under the boilers, but by heroic efforts the pas- 
sengers and crew were able to keep the water down, until the ship was 
safely landed on an island along the Nova Scotia Coast. From the 
landing place they got in communication by telegraph with Halifax, 
and two British men-of-war were sent out and transferred the passen- 
gers to Halifax. Some of the passengers had had enough of their ex- 
perience on the water and decided to go the rest of the way by railroad, 
though at their own expense. The Kosanke family were among the 
latter, and followed the route of the Canadian Pacific westward, finally 
arriving at Oshkosh, in Wisconsin. At Fremont, the senior Kosanke 
joined a former employe, who had written back to the old country some 
very flattering descriptions of the opportunities and the resources of 
America. Mr. Kosanke and the former employe engaged in the black- 
smith business as equal partners. After a few months with the opening 
of spring, the elder Kosanke found that in Wisconsin as in all other 
parts of the world the only way to make money was by hard labor, and 
he therefore dissolved partnership and moved to Weyauwega, which 
was then a thriving little village, but well out toward the boundary of 
settlement and civilization in Wisconsin. There he opened a shop of his 
own. That was nearly half a century ago. His blacksmith and wagon 
making establishment was conducted for many years, and practically 
all the early settlers patronized his shop for repairs and also bought 
their wagons and sleighs and other equipments from Mr. Kosanke. 
Mr. Kosanke, Sr., died at Weyauwega in 1895, having been lK)rn in 
1819. His later years were spent in retirement. His wife died at Fre- 
mont, shortly after arriving in this country. They were the parents of 
two sons, who are the present Kosanke Brothers, namely : Ernest Lewis, 
and Qustav. 

Mr. E. L. Kosanke, being twelve years of age at the time of the 
family emigration, had received some training in the German schools, 
and later attended school in Fremont and in Weyauwega about two 
years, thus learning the English language. At the age of a little over 
fourteen, his practical career began, and in his father's shop he learned 
the trade of blacksmith and wagon maker. The younger brother soon 
afterwards entered upon a similar apprenticeship, and they have worked 
side by side and their united efforts have constituted the strength of 
their success. Some years later the Kosanke Brothers took over the busi- 
ness of their father and have ever since been associated under the name 
of Kosanke Brothers. After conducting the shop for a number of years 
they decided to engage in the farm implement business exclusively, 
having already built up a considerable trade in the selling of machinery 
in connection with their other work. Their shop was kept open by 
engaging a man, who worked for them eighteen years, until he engaged 
in business for himself. In 1882 the Kosanke Brothers built a large 
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store building at Weyauwega, and before its completion they were pre- 
vailed upon by their friends to put in a stock of hardware, in addition 
to farm implements. Thus was started the splendid concern, which 
for the past thirty years has held foremost rank among the commercial 
activities of Weyauwega. Their capital at the beginning was only fif- 
teen hundred dollars, and they have always been conservative business 
men, never allowing their future prospects to tempt them beyond the 
limits of well ordered business management. They are both examples 
of self-made men, since they started to make their own way when they 
were boys, and their individual ability has always been the largest factor 
in their success. Mr. E. L. Kosanke has for a number of years been 
identified with the First National Bank, first as its vice president, and 
succeeded Mr. R. H. Edwards as president. In public aflEairs he has 
never shown any desire for political honors, has voted for the man he 
felt was best fitted for office, and his chief service in a public way has 
been as president of the village. , 

In June, 1881, Mr. E. L. Kosanke married Mary Munsch, who was 
born in Weyauwega, a daughter of Mathias Munsch, who was a pioneer 
wagonmaker and farmer in this part of Waupaca county. Mr. and Mrs. 
Kosanke are the parents of two children: Fred E., in the store, and 
Alfred L., cashier of the First National Bank. All the family are mem-, 
bers and liberal supporters of the Lutheran Church, and the older son, 
Fred E., was ordained a minister in that denomination, held one or two 
pastorates, but was compelled to abandon the profession on account of 
a weakness in his voice. 

Geobgb S. Pabker. One of the commonest articles of personal pos- 
session and use is the fountain pen. There are hundreds of different 
makes, but probably among the majority of people mention of the article 
would also suggest the name Parker, since the Parker Lucky Curve 
Pen is today used by hundreds of thousands of people in every civilized 
country of the globe, and has been made familiar to practically «very 
reader of current magazines through the extended and liberal advertis- 
ing which the company has employed to exploit their products. 

George S. Parker, the inventor of this type of fountain pen, is a Wis- 
consin man, by birth and training, and in twenty years has developed 
an industry in the city of Janesville which is one of the largest of its 
kind in the world, and has been no small factor in making that city a 
great manufacturing center. 

George S. Parker was born November 1, 1863, at Shullsburg, in 
Lafayette county, Wisconsin, the seventh in a family of eight children, 
born to Norman S. and R. J. (Folsom) Parker. The father was bom 
in Vermont, and his mother in Virginia. The former came west in the 
early forties, settled in lUinois, later moved to Shullsburg, Wisconsin, 
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was a farmer and nurseryman there for many years, and is now living 
retired in the state of Iowa. 

George S. Parker grew up in the country, had a public school edu- 
cation, later attended the upper Iowa University, and also the Valparaiso 
University in Valparaiso, Indiana. His first practical work was as a 
telegrapher. For a time he was an operator in the service of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. After that he spent two years 
as a teacher of telegraphy in the Janesville Telegraph Institute. About 
chat time he invented his celebrated fountain pen, with its ''Lucky 
Curve." With absolute faith in his invention, he had not only the 
genius of the inventor, but the executive ability of the business man, and 
in 1891 organized the Parker Pen Company, and started in a small way 
to manufacture his pen. The first year only five hundred pens were 
made, but from year to year, on the basis of an article of substantial and 
perfect merits, and because of liberal methods of extending public knowl- 
edge of the pen, the business has been growing steadily, until at the 
present time the yearly output runs to several hundred thousand which 
are sent throughout the United States and to all civilized countries. 
One fact of interest is that the company is a profit-sharing concern, 
and all the one hundred and twenty-five employes receive a semi-annual 
dividend from the profits. George S. Parker is president and general 
manager of the company, and the secretary and treasurer is W. F. 
Palmer. Mr. Parker is a thirty-second degree Mason, and also affiliated 
with the Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks, and the Knights of 
Pythias. In politics he is both a progressive and independent Republican. 

Mr. Parker was married in 1892 to Miss Mattie M. Clemens and of 
this union were born three children, two sons and one daughter, Russell 
C, Kenneth S. and Virginia Rosalia. 

WHiLiAM D. James. Wisconsin has reason to be proud of her native 
sons who have here proved themselves appreciative of advantages and 
have had the ability to win for themselves definite success along mani- 
fold lines of productive endeavor. Of this number is Mr. James, who 
is recognized as one of the representative business men of the younger 
generation in the thriving little city of Fort Atkinson, Jefferson county, 
where he is Secretary and General Manager of the James ^Manufacturing 
Company, engaged in the manufacturing of many valuable and unique 
devices utilized in connection with dairy farm operations, the concern 
being one of the largest and most important of its kind in the Union. 

Mr. James was bom at Wales, Waukesha county, Wisconsin, on the 
22nd of May, 1882, and is a son of David D. and Maria (Hughes) James, 
both of whom were born in Wales, that county, and both of whom are 
representatives of sterling Welsh families which early founded a colony 
in Waukesha county, with the village of Wales as its business center. 
Daniel James, grandfather of the subject of this review, emigrated 
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from. Wales, Great Britain, to America, in the 50 's and established his 
home iQ Waukesha county, where he became an honored and influen- 
tial citizen of the pioneer community and where he achieved well 
earned success through his industry aud ability. There, both he and 
his wife continued to reside until their death. They reared a family 
of twelve children so that the name has not lacked able and honored rep- 
resentatives in Wisconsin la the later generations. David D. James was 
reared and educated in Wales, Waukesha county, and became one of 
the prominent representatives of industrial activities in that locality 
where he was long engaged in dairy farming. He achieved independ- 
ence and prosperity through his well ordered endeavors and is a citizen 
who has ever stood exemplar of high ideals and progressive policies. 
He continued his residence in Wales, Waukesha county, until 1910, 
when he removed to Fort Atkinson and became associated with his son, 
Wniiam D. James, in the manufacturing business, with which he has 
since been identified. He is now Factory Inspector and a Director of 
the James Manufacturing Company. He is one of the substantial and 
honored citizens of Fort Atkinson, is a staunch Republican in his political 
proclivities and both he and his wife are zealous members of the Con- 
gregational church. Of the three children William D. of this review 
is the eldest. Elnon BeUe, the oldest daughter, married William R. 
Roberts of Delafield, Wisconsin, where they reside on a dairy farm. 
Elizabeth, the youngest daughter, remains at the parental home. 

William D. James passed his boyhood and youth on the dairy farm 
and the practical experience there acquired has proved of inestimable 
value to him in connection with the industrial enterprise with which he 
is now identified. After duly profiting by the discipline of the district 
schools he entered, at the age of 17 years, St. John's Military Academy, 
at Delafield, this state, where he continued his studies for two years. 
Thereafter he continued to be associated in the work and management 
of the homestead farm until he had attained to the age of twenty-four 
years. He then engaged in the retail implement business at Wales, but 
one year later he removed to Fort Atkinson and assumed the position 
of salesman for the Kent Manufacturing Company. Eight months later 
he became secretary of the company and he held this position, together 
with that of General Manager, from 1907 to 1912, when the Com- 
pany was reorganized under the title of the James Manufacturing 
Company, he and his father having assumed much of the stock of the 
company, which was incorporated with a capital of two hundred 
thousand dollars. Mr. James took out letters patent on stanchions, 
stalls, carriers and a general line of sanitary bam equipment which 
will be manufactured by the company on an extensive scale. The 
James Manufacturing Company succeeded the Kent Manufacturing 
Company and utilizes the well-equipped plant of the original concern. 
Mr. James is an expert in the dairy business and his technical knowl- 
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edge and experience come into effective play in his present business, 
as he has marked facility in devising improvements for use on dairy 
farms and the directing of plans for securing the most modern and 
effective sanitary provisions, as well as arrangements for facilitating 
work in all lines — ^from the insuring of cleanliness in the stables to 
handling the profits derived from the industry. The James Manufactur- 
ing Company has initiated operations under most favorable circum- 
stances, with ample capital, the control of valuable patents and the 
most expert personal supervision of all departments of work. The busi- 
ness has exceeded a half million of dollars since the inception of the new 
regime, and is constantly and rapidly expanding, as there is a sub> 
stantial demand for its superior products throughout Wisconsin and 
other leading dairy states of the Union. The annual sales will show at 
the present rate an average of fully 800,000 dollars, and the concern 
is a most important and valuable adjunct to the great dairying industry 
which has given Wisconsin wide reputation. 

Mr. James is a young man of indefatigable energy, much executive 
ability and broad and liberal views, so that the company of which he is 
secretary and general manager finds his services all that could be 
desired. He is liberal and public-spirited in his civic attitude, com- 
mands unqualified esteem in his home city and is now serving aa a 
member of the Board of Aldermen of Fort Atkinson. In politics he 
has given a staunch allegiance to the Republican party from the time of 
attaining to his legal majority and incidental right of franchise and 
he is aflSliated with the York Rite bodies of the Masonic fraternity of 
Fort Atkinson, including the commandery of Knights Templar. He is 
an appreciative and popular Director of the Fort Atkinson Club, and 
one of the Trustees of the Congregational Church. His wife was a resi- 
dent of Fort Atkinson and the only daughter of William Wescott. They 
have been married for four years. 

Drs. E. E. and L. E. Axtell. Two of the ablest physicians of 
northeastern Wisconsin are Drs. Eugene E. Axtell and his wife, Luella 
E. Axtell, of Marinette, whose oflSce and residence are at 1552 Main 
Street in that city. Dr. Eugene Axtell has gained special reputation 
as an expert in X-ray diagnosis and treatment and electro-therapy. 
Dr. Luella Axtell has special distinction as having been twice president 
of the Wisconsin Medical Women's Association. 

Dr. Eugene E. Axtell has practiced in Marinette since July, 1900. 
He graduated from the Chicago Homeopathic Medical College with the 
class of 1891. His general practice began at Burlington, Wisconsin, 
where he lived until his removal to Marinette in 1900. Since leaving 
medical college, more than twenty years ago, he has taken several post 
graduate courses at the Chicago Post Graduate School, the Illinois 
School of Electro-Therapeutics, a private course in operations on the 
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ear under Dr. A. H. Andrews, Chicago, and two special courses at the 
New. York Post-Graduate School and Hospital, in the latter specializ- 
ing in Rontgenology and operations on the nose and throat. He spe- 
cializes in X-ray work and ear, nose and throat diseases. He has one 
of the best equipped oflSces in the state, this being especially true of 
his X-ray laboratory, which contains the latest and most efficient appa- 
ratus. Dr. Axteil is a member of the Marinette County Medical Society, 
the Wisconsin Medical Society, and the American Medical Association. 
His social relations are with the Masonic order. 

Dr. LueUa E. Axteil is a graduate of Hahnemann Medical College in 
Chicago, with the class of 1899. Since then she has had courses of spe- 
cial instruction, under Dr. J. R. Pennington of Chicago. Dr. Luella 
Axteil is now serving her second term as president of the Wisconsin 
Medical Women's Association. Her other professional connections are 
with the Marinette County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical 
Society, the Wisconsin State Homeopathic Society, and the National 
Institute of Homeopathy. 

Dr. Eugene E. Axteil was born in what was then Hyde Park town- 
ship of Cook county, Illinois, on a farm, September 17, 1865, a son of 
Marquis De Lafayette and Mary A. (Dolton) Axteil. His father, a 
descendant of one of the early colonial families, followed the occupa- 
tions of surveyor, school teacher, soldier during the Civil war, and later, 
in life was a farmer on land now completely embraced within the city 
of Chicago. It was on a farm just south of and adjacent to the City 
of Chicago that Dr. Axteil spent his boyhood days. His early train- 
ing was acquired by attendance in the public schools of Cook County, 
the Dolton Academy, the Cook County Normal School, the Metropolitan 
Business College of Chicago, and the Normal School at Fenton, Michi- 
gan. During his early manhood he taught school at Penton, Michigan, 
and also at Salem, in the same state, that being previous to his taking 
up the study of medicine. 

Dr. Luella Axteil was born at Caro, Michigan, a daughter of Joseph 
and Rufh (Sherman) Gamble. Joseph Gamble, her father, was a mer- 
chant at Caro, where Dr. Luella Axteil was reared and attended the 
public schools, until graduating from the high schools. Later she was 
a student of the Penton Normal School, and taught in the grades both 
at Penton and at Jackson. The doctor and wife were married March 
16, 1890. Their one son is Mark Axteil, a graduate of Perris Institute 
at Big Rapids, Michigan. 

George W. Keahn, M. D. Though one of the youngest members of 
the medical fraternity of Oconto county, Dr. Krahn in ability and in 
the extent of his patronage ranks second to none of his competitors. He 
has brought to the active work of medicine and surgery an exceptional 
equipment, gained both from the schools and from the resources of his 
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own mind and adaptability for his chosen vocation. Dr. Krahn has 
practiced at Oconto Falls since January 15, 1913, and prior to that had 
for several months been in practice at Lorain, Ohio. The doctor is a 
graduate of the medical department of the University of Michigan, with 
the class of 1912. During the last two years in medical college he 
served as assistant instructor of physiology in the university, and soon 
after graduating with his degree of M. D. went to Lorain, Ohio, where 
he spent several months as surgeon of the extensive plant of the National 
Tube Company, aud was also the company's surgeon at St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Lorain. 

Dr. George W. Krahn is a native son of Wisconsin, born at Mani- 
towoc, February 22, 1885. His parents are Frank C. and Mary (Miller) 
Krahn. His father has for a long period of years been a locomotive 
engineer, and most of the time has been employed by the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railroad. Early in the life of Dr. Krahn his parents 
moved to Kaukauna, Wisconsin, where George W. Krahn grew up and 
attended the public schools. He graduated from the Kaukauna high 
school with the class of 1900 and then for several years earned his own 
way as clerk in a drug store in that city. All his medical studies were 
pursued in the University of Michigan. 

On June 3, 1913, Dr. Krahn married Miss Clara Rohm of YpsUanti, 
Michigan. Fraternally the doctor is affiliated with lodge No. 645, 
B. P. 0. E., of Elyria, Ohio. He also has membership in the Americau 
Medical Association. 

T. H. Rasmussen. The oflScial court report for the Twentieth Judi- 
cial Circuit of Wisconsin occupies the best paid position among all the 
administrative offices attached to the court and county jurisdict;ion. It 
is an office requiring technical skill, and a versatile and ready ability, 
and has never been in better hands than in those of the present incum- 
bent, T. H. Rasmussen. Mr. Rasmussen has held the office since the 
new circuit was created on May 6, 1912, aAd prior to that time he served 
as county court reporter for Marinette county, from 1903. Mr. Ras- 
mussen is a young and popular citizen of Marinette, is thoroughly edu- 
cated, has a comprehensive knowledge of law and business affairs, and 
his fellow citizens regard his future as very bright. 

T. H. Rasmussen was born at Neenah, Wisconsin, September 20, 
1882. A few months before his birth, his parents, R. P. and Mary 
(Jensen) Rasmussen, left their native land of Denmark, and immi- 
grated to America, locating in Neenah. In that city the parents still 
reside, the father having for thirty years been an industrious and 
worthy member of the community. Mr. Rasmussen spent his early days 
in Neenah, where he attended the public schools, and his preparation for 
a career was chiefly obtained at the Appleton Business College, where 
he was graduated. In October, 1903, he located at Marinette, and held 
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the office of county court reporter until his appointment to his present 
position. 

In 1908 Mr. Rasmussen married Miss Elizabeth Grace Hamraham, 
of Marinette. They have a good home and are reckoned among the 
prosperous citizens of the locality. Fraternally his affiliations are with 
the Masonic Order, and he is junior warden of the local lodge. Mr. 
Rasmussen also has the dignity of notary public. 

Bdson J. GtoODRiCK, senior member of the well-known law firm of 
Gk)odrick & Goodrick, of which his son, Arthur B. Goodrick, is the 
junior member, has practiced law in Antigo since 1903, and here has 
built up a general practice that is especially far reaching and is among 
the representative ones of the city and county. 

Mr. Goodrick was bom at Brasher Falls, New York, on November 
17, 1850, and is a son of Isaac and Elizabeth (Munsell) Goodrick. He 
lived in Brasher Falls with his parents, there attending the local schools, 
until he was seventeen years of age, when he moved to Michigan as a 
member of the family of his father. After a year in that state he came 
to Wisconsin, locating first at Waupaca. His father was a tanner by 
trade. After coming to Wisconsin young Goodrick followed the occupa- 
tion of a saw filer, working in saw mills during the summer, and in the 
winter seasons he taught school, studying law at home nights and Sun- 
days until he was admitted to the bar December 13, 1875. In 1876 he 
began practice at Clintonville, Waupaca county, Wiscopsin. In the 
autumn of that year he was elected district attorney for Waupaca 
county, and moved to New London in 1877, there practicing law and dis- 
charging the duties of his office for the ensuing four years. In 1881 
he moved to Shawano, Wisconsin, where he was engaged in general prac- 
tice until 1894. In the latter year he took up his residence at Oshkosh, 
there continuing until 1900, when, because of his wife's failing health, 
he gave up his Oshkosh practice and moved to Enterprise Lake, there 
making his home until 1903, when he returned to his professional duties, 
settling at Antigo and again establishing himself in practice. 

While yet a resident of Oshkosh Mr. Goodrick suffered a loss in the 
death of his eldest and youngest sons. The eldest, Raleigh A. Goodrick, 
was twenty-three years of age when he died, and he had been admitted 
to the bar at the early age of twenty years. He was associated in prac- 
tice with his father, together with another son, Arthur B. Goodrick, 
a sketcl\ of whose life is included in this review, and who is still a 
member of the firm. The young man was one of brilliant parts, and 
at the time of his untimely death he gave especial promise of fine legal 
attainments in the coming years. The youngest son, Edson J., Jr., 
widely known as '*Ned'' among his acquaintances, died in Oshkosh 
in 1895 at the age of seventeen years. 

Mr. (Joodrick was twice married. In 1871 he married Clara Balch, 
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of lola, Waupaca county, Wisconsin, and she bore him three sons, men- 
tioned above. She died at Oshkosh in the summer of 1907. In the 
autumn of 1908 Mr. Ooodrick was married to Annette Swope of Wau- 
sau, Wisconsin. • 

The one surviving son of Mr. Ooodrick, Arthur B., mentioned above 
as the partner of his father in their law business, was bom in North- 
port, Wisconsin, on September 3, 1874. He was seven years old when 
his parents moved to Shawano, and there the family home was main- 
tained until 1893, when they went to Oshkosh. He read law in his 
father's office in Shawano and in Oshkosh, and entered the University 
of Wisconsin at Madison in the senior year of the law course, being 
admitted to the bar in June, 1895. Since that time he has been engaged 
in practice with his father, with the exception of the years between 
1899 and 1904, when he was in the woods in Langlade county, having 
taken up a homestead in the *heart of the wilderness, and there resided 
for a few years for the benefit of his health. The season of roughing it 
that he went through then restored him to his old time health and 
vigor and he was prepared to return to his profession in 1904, when he 
joined his father in practice, and has so continued since that time. 

In 1896 Mr. Ooodrick was married to Miss Birdie Smith, of Chi- 
cago. Mr. €k>odrick is a member of the Masonic order, with Knight 
Templar affiliations, and he is popular and prominent in Masonry. 
He is one of the able younger men of the city of Antigo, and his work 
in association with that of his father has been highly creditable to 
them both. 

The elder Ooodrick, too, is well advanced in Masonry, with mem- 
bership in the Ejiights Templar body, and he is prominent among his 
brother Masons. He was a staunch Republican, but is now inclined to 
the Progressive party which recently came into being. Mr. €k>odrick 
is a citizen of particularly pleasing type, strong in his civic pride and 
activity, and one of the leaders in thought and action in the city. His 
law business is of a general nature and the firm is recognized as one 
of the leading law firms in Northern Wisconsin! 

Joseph Duchac. A pioneer of pioneers in the district now known 
as Langlade county is the proper status of Joseph Duchac, who is the 
senior member of the well known firm of Joseph Duchac & Company, 
dealers in real estate, insurance and kindred lines, and it is eminently 
proper and fitting that some mention, however brief, be accorded to 
him in the preparation of a historical and biographical work of the 
character of this publication. He has helped to make history in the 
county, and has played a leading part in th» development work that 
has meant so much to the present progress of the district, and to such 
men as he should be and is ever due the acknowledgment of the pub- 
lic. Mr. Duchac established his present business in Antigo in 1885, but 
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he came to what is now Langlade county as early as 1878, settling in 
the town of Neva, lying eight and a half miles south of Antigo. It 
was a dense woods then, and Mr. Duchac, seeing something of the 
opportunity presented, took up about eight hundred acres of land from 
the government. He established a logging and saw mill business in 
Neva, there operating on a large scale for some years, and in addition 
to his other activities, he ran a small country store for the convenience 
of his employes, the same being a source of considerable revenue to 
himself as well as a boon to the community at a time when no other 
mercantile establishments were in evidence thereabout. In the autumn 
of 1879 he moved his family to Neva, and his was one of the very 
first families to become identified with the rugged wilderness life that 
fell to those who ventured into the heart of. an undeveloped country. 
Mr. Duchac came here from Manitowoc county, Wisconsin, where he 
had spent some years, and here may be properly introduced the facts 
relating to the birth and parentage of the man. 

Bom in Bohemia, on February 4, 1855, Joseph Duchac is the son 
of John and Annie Duchac, and he accompanied them to these shores 
in 1859. The father died in Antigo on July 3, 1913, aged ninety-eight 
years. When they came to America in 1859 the family settled on a 
farm in Manitowoc county, and there Mr. Duchac was reared, and 
gained a thorough instruction in farm lore. He was only twenty-three 
years old when he first came to these parts, but he was filled with 
honest ambition and a determination to make something of his life, 
and he realized full well that the best opportunities are ever to be 
found in those regions where the hand of man has not yet been opera- 
tive. What success he has made of his activities here is a matter that 
is unquestioned, for he takes his place among the foremost men of the 
county, in point of prosperity and all around general service to the 
county in the matter of developing the outlying districts. In 1882 
Mr. Duchac erected a saw mill, which he operated until 1884, when 
he was seriously injured. He disposed of the mill in 1884, the follow- 
ing year moving to Antigo, where he interested himself in the real 
estate business, in which he has the distinction of being the oldest active 
dealer in the city. His son, Alphonse Duchac, is his able and pro- 
gressive business partner, and is demonstrating a high order of busi- 
ness capacity, in every way worthy of his father. 

In 1877 Mr. Duchac was married to Miss Mary Worak, of Manitowoc 
county, and to them have been bom ten children. They are named: 
Alphonse; Fred C. ; Frances; John; Joseph; Libbie; Frank; Carl; 
Marian; Teddie. 

Despite his private duties and interests, Mr. Duchac has found 
time to serve as chairman of the County Board of Supervisors, as well 
as serving as a member of the School Board, giving an excellent account 
of himself in both capacities and further demonstrating the sterling 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2391 

character of his citizenship. While his political service has always 
been in the interests of the Republican party, he has of late years 
dropped out of politics and all activities of that ilk, and his public 
service is of a civic rather than a political nature. He is one of the 
dependable and altogether valuable citizens, whose confidence is in- 
violable, and who has a host of staunch friends in and about the county. 
He is a member of the Equitable Fraternal Union, but has no other 
social or fraternal affiliations. His record of service in Langlade 
county has been one that is truly admirable, and the place he bears 
in the esteem of the public is that of a pioneer who has given much of 
valued service to the best interests of the community. 

B. RoYEB, D. V. S. A man who has been connected with many 
phases of the life of Shawano, and who has always played his part well 
is Dr. B. Royer, at present mayor of the city. For the past fourteen 
years he has practiced as a veterinary surgeon in this county. He is 
now on his second year of the first term as mayor, having been elected in 
the spring of 1911, succeeding F. W. Humphrey. Dr. Royer has also 
served as assessor, supervisor, member of the school board and school 
clerk in Shawano. In 1899 he moved to Shawano from Bimam Wood, 
Wisconsin, where he had practiced his profession one year. He is a 
graduate of the Ontario Veterinary College at Toronto, Canada, taking 
his degree there in 1898, and then located at once in Bimam Wood. 

Dr. B. Royer was bom in the village of Medina near Oshkosh, Wis- 
consin, September 3, 1865, a son of Levi and Mary (Beasore) Royer. 
Levi Royer, who was born in Ohio, was married in that state, came 
to Wisconsin in 1864, did a good business as a dealer in horses, and 
died in 1908. His wife died in 1884. 

Dr. Royer spent his boyhood at Medina, where he attended the pub- 
lic schools, and at an early age became self-supporting. For several 
years he was engaged in the drug business at Medina, and then went to 
work for the Northwestern Railroad Company in a surveying corps, en- 
gaged in laying out new lines around Watervliet region. At Iron- 
wood, Michigan, he was an engineer in the iron mines for about four 
years, after which he moved to Birnam Wood, Wisconsin. 

At the latter place in January, 1892, he married Miss Wilda Hunter, 
who was bom at Seymour, Wisconsin. Dr. Royer seven or eight years 
after his marriage managed a drug business at Bimam Wood, for 
his father-in-law, A. J. Hunter. During five years of that time he 
was postmaster of the village. He entered the Ontario Veterinary col- 
lege and equipped himself for practice. Dr. Royer is a skillful veterin- 
ary, understands domestic animals thoroughly, and it was his great 
love for horses, beginning with his boyhood that led him into his present 
profession. 

Dr. Royer and wife have two children, Nina, aged fourteen and 
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Lee aged nine. Dr. Eoyer is afiSliated with the Masonic Order and 
the Modem Woodmen of America, and at the present time is master of 
the Blue Lodge No. 170 at Shawano. 

Patrick Cain. A resident at Bhinelander since 1897, Mr. Cain has 
been well known in local business circles, and enjoys special distinction 
in the public life of his community as the present incumbent of the 
oflBce of county treasurer of Oneida county. Mr. Cain was elected on 
the Republican ticket in November, 1912, succeeding Carl Erueger. 
For some seven years after coming to Bhinelander, Mr. Cain, who has 
long been experienced in the lumber industry, was employed at the 
electric light plant in Bhinelander, and then oi>6ned a hotel and saloon, 
which he conducted tmder the name of the Arlington hotel for several 
years. About a year and a half he was retired from business, until 
his election as county treasurer, and he is now giving an excellent ad- 
ministration of his important duties in that o£5ce. Mr. Cain has also 
served two terms on the city council of Bhinelander, representing the 
Second ward. 

Patrick Cain is a native of Canada, bom at Ottawa, March 27, 1873, 
a son of Patrick and Mary (O'Malley) Cain. In Ottawa he was reared, 
attended the schools there, and early in life began perfecting himself 
for the trade of carpenter. He also farmed in the vicinity of Ottawa, 
and when nineteen years old transferred his residence across the inter- 
national boundary line, and located at Tomahawk, Wisconsin. His home 
was in Tomahawk, until he came to Bhinelander in 1897. For two or 
three years he was employed as a log scaler with his uncle, James 
O'Malley, a walking boss for the Yawkey Lumber Company, and on 
leaving that employment he came to Bhinelander. 

In 1896, in Ottawa, Canada, Mr. Cain married Julia O'Donnell. 
The eleven children of this union are: Lloyd, Joseph, Dewey, Leo, 
Mary, James, Edward, Beatrice, Kathleen, Margaret and Baymond. 
Most of this fine family of children are now in school, and it is the 
ambition of Mr. Cain and wife to educate them well and give them a 
good start on honorable careers. Mr. Cain is vice-president of the 
local lodge of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, is also affiliated with 
the Catholic Order of Foresters, and with his family has membership 
in the Catholic church. 

John P. Porter. In the business enterprise of Evansville, a* central 
institution for upwards of forty years has been the mercantile and bank- 
ing concern originally promoted by the patrons of husbandry, more 
popularly known as the Grange. The Evansville Mercantile Associa- 
tion was organized under the auspices and according to the charter 
issued to it by the secretary of state on February 28, 1874, several 
diflferent granges cooperating in the establishment of what was for a 
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number of years conducted as a central supply house for the mem- 
bers of these granges, and on a cooperative basis. The business had a 
modest beginning, but rapidly grew to one of large proportions, and 
was conducted under the original plan of organization until the disin- 
tegration of the grange order, when the business was taken over and 
reorganized, and is still flourishing as a supply house for a large sur- 
rounding territory. Such has been the energy with which the men 
behind the business have conducted it that its annual sales now amount 
to more than three hundred, thousand dollars. On the re-organization, 
Mr. T. C. Richardson became president, J. P. Porter, secretary and 
treasurer, and it has other stockholders among the prominent citizens 
of that vicinity. About 1897 the mercantile association determined 
to extend the scope of the business by establishing a bank. It was 
started as a private institution with T. C. Richardson as president, 
V. C. Holmes vice president, J. P. Porter cashier, and later was reorgan- 
ized as a state bank, the original name being the Grange Bank of Evans- 
ville. It is now one of the substantial banking houses of Evans- 
ville, and its officers are: T. C. Richardson, president; V. C. Holmes, 
vice president; and J. P. Porter, cashier. 

John P. Porter first became identified with the Grange Mercantile 
Association as a clerk, and for many years has been one of the executive 
officials in connection with the business and is one of the most substan- 
tial business men of Evansville. He was bom April 6, 1854, in Decatur 
township. Green county, Wisconsin. His parents were Isaac and Ann 
McNall Porter, the former a native of Massachusetts, and the latter of 
New York. Isaac Porter came west in 1850 with his wife and located 
in Green county, where he was in the mercantile and hotel business for 
ten years, after which he was with the McCormick Harvesting Machine 
Company, and finally moved to Cooksville in Rock County, where he 
followed farming until his death in 1889. He was a member of the 
Congregational church and a Republican in politics. Of the five chil- 
dren, three are still living. 

John P. Porter attended the district schools until he was fifteen 
years of age, and for three years was a student in the Evans Seminary 
at Evansville. His early career alternated between attending school 
during the summer and teaching in the winter, until he entered the 
Evansville Mercantile Association as a clerk, and has since been ad- 
vanced to his important executive relations with that banking and 
mercantile concern. Mr. Porter is a member of the Methodist Church, is 
a Republican in politics, also has served a number of years as treasurer 
of the board of education. He married Miss Carrie Evans. Their 
one daughter is Eleanor. 

Hon. Isaac Stephenson. For half a century the name Stephenson 
has been the second to none in signifying vast resources and power in the 
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great American lumber industry. Isaac Stephenson achieved the things 
which has made the life stories of so many Americans more interesting 
than fiction or romance. Now at the splendid old age of eighty-four 
years, Senator Stephenson is of the type of man who has settled into 
a green and smiling age, who may be justly proud of the rugged and 
even dangerous career which prefaced his independent prosperity, and 
who can look back upon an experience such as can never be enjoyed by 
any other American, since the greater number of years in which his 
strength was at high-tide were a period now regarded as the distant past. 

Isaac Stephenson was born in New York county near Frederickton, 
New Brunswick, June 18, 1829. His parents were Isaac and Elizabeth 
Watson Stephenson, his father of Scotch-Irish stock, and his mother 
of London, England. Isaac Stephenson was reared on his father's farm, 
and also assisted him in the lumber woods. His education was limited 
to a brief attendance at the country schools, but in later years it has been 
said that Senator Stephenson was never at a disadvantage in his asso- 
ciations with eminent men all over the nation, and could hold his own in 
discussion on a wide variety of interest. At the age of fourteen he 
moved to Bangor, Maine, and a year and a half later went with Jefferson 
Sinclair to Milwaukee, in which city he arrived November 15, 1845. 
During the following winter he continued his studies in the city schools 
and the year 1846 was spent in assisting Mr. Sinclair in an unsuccess- 
ful effort to develop a farm and cultivate a crop of wheat. That experi- 
ment proved discouraging, and Mr. Stephenson then went with Mr. 
Sinclair to northern Michigan in the vicinity of Escanaba. That was his 
real introduction to the great lumber interests, and it has never been a 
fact of which he is ashamed that his first season was put in driving an 
ox team with a goad stick. In 1847-49 he was placed in charge of the 
lumber camp, and in 1850 began taking contracts on his own account. 
It was hard and perilous work, as all who are familiar with old-time 
logging and lumber industry know, and young Stephenson was never 
a man to stand aside and allow subordinates to encounter perils which 
he himself would have shunned. He has spent hours in the icy water, 
in all the exciting and perilous work of lumber driving, has lived in 
the woods and the lumber camp, along the river, in the booms and in all 
the activities from forest to mill, he has been a part and a man of action 
and remarkable leader and organizer. While in the lumber company he 
spent the summer seasons in sailing vessels carrying freight from Chi- 
cago and Milwaukee to Escanaba. At the age of twenty-one he had se- 
cured a controlling interest in a schooner. At other times he had thor- 
oughly explored the timber resources of the upper peninsula of Michi- 
gan, and was often employed as a land looker. 

He attended the first sale of land in northern Michigan held in 
1848. In 1852 Mr. Stephenson became associated with N. Ludington & 
Company, in supplying the timber used in constructing the first break- 
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waters built along the Lake Shore at Chicago. In 1858 he bought a 
quarter interest in the property and mill owned by N. Ludington & 
Company, and at once he became manager and the moving spirit in 
that corporation which soon had its place among the most prosperous 
lumber organizations in Michigan and Wisconsin. In 1868 the busi- 
ness was incorporated, and Mr. Stephenson decided to retain the old 
name of N. Ludington Company. That corporation is still in existence, 
with Mr. Stephenson owner of the controlling interest, and he was its 
vice president up to 1883 and for the past thirty years has been 
president. 

Another large concern with which Mr. Stephenson was identified 
for many years was the Peshtigo Company of which the largest stock- 
holder at one time was W. B. Ogden, the first mayor of Chicago. Mr. 
Stephenson became vice president of that concern, which built the lar- 
gest woodenware factory in the world up to that time, and had vast 
milling and other property interests both in Chicago and Peshtigo. 
Later Mr. Stephenson reorganized the company as the Peshtigo Lum- 
ber Company, of which he became president. 

Many innovations in business are properly credited to Mr. Stephen- 
son's daring enterprise. It was he who first demonstrated the feasi- 
bility of using tugs and barges on Lake ^lichigan, and from his experi- 
ments in that line originated the Stephenson Transportation Com- 
pany. He placed the first steamboats on the Menominee and its tribu- 
taries. He took the first steamboat into Cedar River, the first into the 
Ford River, the first into White Fisher River, and the second steam- 
boats into the Escanaba River. He was instrumental in organizing the 
Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan Ship Canal and Harbor Company^ 
which built a canal from Sturgeon Bay to Lake Michigan. The Me- 
nominee River & Boom Company. One of the most important out- 
growths of Mr. Stephenson's early enterprise, was at one time the largest 
boom company in the world. He was president of the concern, which 
had control of forty dams and a vast machinery and business organiza- 
tions along the Menominee River, sufficient for the handling in one sea- 
son of seven hundred millions feet of logs. 

At the present time Mr. Stephenson's interests are chiefly concen- 
trated in the N. Ludington Company, of which he is president, the 
Stephenson Company, and the Stephenson National Bank at Marinette. 
The Stephenson Company was organized about 1886, and its operations 
nd interests in the general field of lumber and timber lands extend to 
various states, and few other corporations in the country equal it in the 
importance and value of its possesions and operations. The Stephenson 
Banking Company was organized in 1872 as a State Bank, and in 1888 
became the Stephenson National Bank. Mr. Stephenson was also one 
of the organizers of the IVIarinette & ]Menominee Paper Company. Any 
attempt to enumerate his present holdings and his importance in busi- 
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ness and finance would be incomplete, and it is naturally futile to fol- 
low his official relations with the various great lumber organizations and 
other concerns which at various times have enjoyed his services as an 
executive official or stockholder. 

In the field of politics Mr. Stephenson has long been prominent, 
though complexity of his business allowed him little time for public 
service until he had reached the age at which most men are ready to 
lay down all their active cares. His early political sympathies naturally 
merged into allegiance with the Republican party at its birth and it is 
said that Mr. Stephenson stood on the steps of the old Chicago court 
house in 1856 and distributed ballots among the voters bearing the 
name of John C. Fremont and others of the Republican party, which in 
that year were first in the field with the national ticket. In 1866 and in 
1868 he served in the Wisconsin assembly. In 1882 Isaac Stephenson 
was elected to congress as representative of the Ninth Wisconsin district 
and served continuously from the forty-third to the fiftieth sessions 
from 1883 to 1889. He was a delegate to the historic convention of 
1880, in which an effort was made to nominate Grant for the third term. 
Mr. Stephenson's support for thirty-three ballots was given to James O. 
Blaine, after which he voted twice for Grant, and on the final ballot 
gave his vote to Garfield. He was also a delegate at large to the Min- 
neapolis Convention that nominated Harrison in 1892. When Hon. 
John Coit Spooner retired from the United States senate in 1906, Mr. 
Stephenson was elected his successor for the term which expired in 1909. 
In 1909 he was reelected for the regular term, and now sits as junior 
from Wisconsin, his term expiring in 1915. Mr. Stephenson has always 
been one of the plain people, in spite of his splendid accomplishments 
and the vast wealth which he has won by the magnitude of his opera- 
tions. He is a man of extreme simplicity, of kindly bearing, and per- 
sonality, and has supporting him thousands of friends in Wisconsin 
and elsewhere whose confidence in Isaac Stephenson is a quality that 
will permit no abatement. 

Mr. Stephenson has been three times married. His marriage in 
1852 to Margaret Stephenson resulted in four children. In 1873 he 
married Augusta Anderson, who was survived by three children. In 
1884 occurred the marriage of Senator Stephenson and Elizabeth Bums, 
who became the mother of one son. 

R. S. SoHBOBCKENSTBiN, M. D. President of the First State Bank of 
Marion, and now dean of the local medical fraternity, Dr. Schroeken- 
stein is not only one of the ablest physicians and surgeons of his com- 
munity, but has taken a large part in local affairs, especially in busi- 
ness. Through his own career Dr. Schroeckenstein has worthily lived 
up to the expectations of a family record, which has been identified 
with Wisconsin since pioneer times. 
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Bichard S. Schroeckenstein was bom at Calumet Harbor in Fond 
du Lac County, Wiaconain, December 12, 1860. His parents were Franz 
and Caroline (Bothman) Schroeckenstein. Caroline Bothman was the 
first German white child bom in Fond du Lac county. Her father, 
Michael Bothman, was a soldier in the United States Army, and was 
stationed at Old Fort Howard in Wisconsin territory, during the early 
twenties. Born in Germany, he came when a young man to America, 
and was after his soldier experience one of the pioneer farmers in south- 
eastern Wisconsin. His death occurred in Calumet county. Franz 
Schroekenstein, father of the doctor, was bom in Vienna, Austria, 
fought for liberty during the Bevolution of 1848, and in consequence 
had to flee his native land and find a refuge along with thousands of 
other compatriots in America. He was married after coming to Wis- 
consin and followed farming until his death in 1870. His widow, who 
was bom in 1840, is still living. Their children are named as follows: 
Dominick, who is an erecting engineer for the Erie Iron Works at Erie, 
Pennsylvania; Dr. Bichard Samuel; Louise, wife of Gustave Kuenne, 
of Omaha; and Hugo, of St. Paul. 

Dr. Bichard S. Schroeckenstein spent his boyhood in the environ- 
ment of the farm, and his first education was supplied by the local 
district schools. When stiU a boy he looked beyond the horizon of the 
farm as the end of his ambition, and directed all his efforts towards 
equipping himself for a profesisonal career. For a time he was a stu- 
dent in the Northwestern University at Watertown, and his studies in 
medicine were begun under the preceptorship of Dr. Joseph Huberti of 
New Holstein, Wisconsin. A year later he went out to Iowa, and con- 
tinued his studies there, finally passing the examinations before the state 
board. Dr. Schroeckenstein has been located in practice at Marion since 
1891. His is a progressive character, and he has never been content to 
continue his work, however successful, without further research and 
preparation. Since locating at Marion, he has made three trips abroad, 
spending four years altogether in study in Vienna and Berlin, where 
he sat under medical lectures and participated in clinics at some of 
the most famous schools of medicine and surgery in the world. None 
of the physicians who were at Marion when Dr. Schroeckenstein located 
there are still in practice, and he is thus the oldest from point of resi- 
dence in that locality. His standing in the profession is of the highest, 
and his practice is one of the most distinctive. 

Dr. Schroeckenstein is one of the organizers of the First State Bank 
and his name and influence have done more than any other individual 
factor toward making the bank a leading and substantial institution in 
the business community. Since 1908 he has served the bank as presi- 
dent, succeeding H. M. Engler. 

Dr. Schroeckenstein 's well equipped oflSces for practice are located 
on the second floor of the Bank Building. He has membership in the 
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County and State Medical Society, the Anglo-American Medical Asso- 
ciation in Berlin, and the American Medical Association, and his church 
is the Lutheran. In political affairs his tendency is liberal, and he has 
never closely identified himself with any one party. 

Eugene Shaw. On May 6, 1912, death removed from the circle of 
his family, friends and associates of Eau Claire, one of the most force- 
ful figures that this business community has known during the past 
forty years. Throughout this section of Wisconsin, the name Shaw is 
synonymous with the lumber industry, and the late Eugene Shaw was 
for many years general manager and active head of one of the largest 
lumber organizations of the northwest. By reason of his eminent suc- 
cess in business Mr. Shaw was in a position to exert a large influence 
in public affairs and to contribute generously to the growth and better- 
ment of the city and state. That he used full well all the advantages 
accorded him in this direction is the testimony of all his old associates 
and many citizens who came to admire him in Eau Claire. 

Eugene Shaw was bom at Industry, Maine, December 7, 1850, and 
was sixty-two years of age at the time of his death. He was a son of 
the late Daniel Shaw and his wife Ann P. (Hutchins) Shaw. Daniel 
Shaw was himself for many years connected with the lumber industry 
of Wisconsin and left a permanent impress upon the life and activities 
of the state. 

Daniel Shaw was also bom in Industry, Maine, March 30, 1813, and 
his death occurred at Eau Claire, October 22, 1881. The Shaw family 
came originally from Scotland and were among the early settlers of 
New England. The parents of the late Daniel Shaw were Daniel and 
Mehitable (Oilman) Shaw. Daniel Shaw grew up under the strict 
and typical New England influences, his parents being members of the 
Congregational church, and people of strict probity and great thrift 
and industry. He attained only a limited education in the common 
schools, but had excellent training at home and by mingling with men 
in business and practical affairs. He had a talent for mathematics, and 
his proficiency in that direction helped him in his subsequent career. 
When he was about twenty-one years of age, he began lumbering on 
his own account during the winter seasons in the state of Maine, and 
previous to that had been engaged in the operation of a mill for a lum- 
ber firm. In 1851 he located in Allegany county. New York, where 
he continued the lumber business for five years. The field of opera- 
tions in western New York at that time were too narrow, and the 
great middle west was the mecca for lumbermen. For this reason he 
came to Wisconsin in 1855, and after a thorough exploration of the 
trtate selected the Chippewa Valley as the field for his operations. This 
brought him in 1856 to Eau Claire, and he purchased a half interest 
in a large tract of fine land on the Chippewa river and its tributaries. 
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This was in the real pioneer era of this country, and it was no small 
task even for the organization and equipment of lumbering to force its 
way to a position and begin operations in the vicinity of the present city 
of Chippewa Falls. In 1857 a mill was built on the site since occupied 
by the late Daniel Shaw Lumber Company in Eau Claire, and the 
logs which had been cut out of the timber on the upper waters during 
the preceding winter were floated down and converted into lumber at 
that plant. The mill was destroyed by fire in 1867, but replaced by 
a larger one. The business known as Daniel Shaw Lumber Company 
was incorporated in 1874, and from that time until his death the late 
Daniel Shaw was president of that great corporation. 

Daniel Shaw was married September 26, 1841, at Industry, Maine, 
to Ann Foster Hutchins. Of the three sons born of their union Charles 
died in 1863, and George B. passed away in the summer of 1894, 
Eugene being the last survivor of the family. The mother of these 
children, who survived her husband by many years, was born in Maine, 
January 31, 1815, and her father was a sea-captain and subsequently a 
merchant. As one of the pioneers of the city of Eau Claire, Daniel 
Shaw's character deserves lasting remembrance. He was typical of the 
New England virtues and strength in many ways, and yet the very fact 
of his large success in the middle west and in the lumber industry, 
which developed not only great executive power but also a certain 
kindliness and breadth of character, is sufficient evidence of the more 
generous and more liberal qualities which have popularly been asso- 
ciated with the great lumbermen of the south. He was a man who could 
get a' tremendous amount of work done through the organization 
which he built up and though stern and inflexible as the^ head of a 
great industry, he was none the less benevolent in his private active 
charities. It is said that he contributed to the building of every church 
erected in the city of Eau Claire throughout his career in that city. 

Eugene Shaw, son of this veteran lumberman and eminent character 
was a worthy follower and successor of his father. He came with his 
family to the pioneer town of Eau Claire in 1856, when he was six 
years of age and in this village and amid the surroundings of a logging 
and lumber manufacturing country he grew to manhood, attaining his 
education in the common schools and in a local seminary. As a young 
man his first business experience was in a store conducted by his father's 
firm. Later he spent a year in Chicago as a student in the Bryant & 
Stratton Business College and returned to Eau Claire at the age of 
twenty to become manager of the mercantile branch of his father's 
enterprise, that branch alone having a volume of sales more than 
$100,000.00 per year. His inclinations were for the outdoor vigorous 
activities of the great lumber industry, however, and for some years 
during the open seasons he was engaged in steamboating and in selling 
lumber along the Mississippi. With the organization of the Daniel 
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Shaw Lumber Company, with its capital stock of half a million dollars, 
he became actively identified with the corporation, having displayed 
unusual ability as a sales manager, and a few years later was promoted 
to general manager and at the time of his death occupied the place of 
president and treasurer of this corporation. 

The late Mr. Shaw was affiliated with the Knights of Pythias, 
but gave little attention to social and fraternal organizations or to 
practical politics. Outside of the business which had for so many years 
occupied the full scope of his energies, his chief delight was in his home 
circle and in the company of his chosen friends among whom he was 
a genial and charming friend and companion. 

In 1882 Mr. Shaw married Miss Lottie Kennedy, who represents 
another pioneer family of Eau Claire. Mrs. Shaw now resides at their 
attractive home at 1310 Wilson street in Eau Claire. Her three chil- 
dren are Margaret, Qeraldine and Eugenia. 

The late Donald Kennedy, father of Mrs. Eugene Shaw, was easily 
foremost among the group of great business men and civic leaders 
whom Eau Claire is proud to honor. Donald Kennedy was born in 
Ottawa, Canada, December 16, 1828, a son 'of Donald and Jessie (Buck- 
ham) Kennedy, both of whom were natives of Scotland. Donald Ken- 
nedy, Jr., attained his education in the public schools of his native 
locality, and from the age of sixteen until twenty-one served an appren- 
ticeship tmder a miU-wright and engineer in Vermont. When he first 
began work as a journeyman at his trade he received $1.00 per day 
as his pay. He was in charge of several mills in eastern Canada, and 
while in that work became acquainted with 0. H. Ingram, another not- 
able name in 'northern Wisconsin. He and Mr. Ingram came west 
through the pineries of northern Wisconsin, and organized the firm of 
Dole, Ingram & Kennedy and began the manufacture of lumber in Wis- 
consin. Their operations were begun in a small way and with a small 
portable mill, but they were among the important pioneers in the lum- 
ber industry of the state and aU of them subsequently became leaders 
in this and kindred industries. Their operations were extended in 
the Chippewa Valley and their logs were among the first to be started 
down the river. They had several lumber yards throughout the middle 
west and their organization gradually was built up on an extensive 
scale and with widely scattered interests and activities. After many 
years Mr. Kennedy finally sold out his interests in the different com- 
panies with which he had been identified and in 1882 bought an inter- 
est in the business of the D. M. Gilmore Furniture Company at Minne- 
apolis, Wisconsin. Soon afterwards the firm was organized as Donald 
Kennedy & Son, and it was one of the largest furniture concerns of its 
kind in the state. 

The late Mr. Kennedy was an active Republican, and had the dis- 
tinction of serving on the first city council in Eau Claire. He was a 
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member of the Presbyterian church, and was a man of such character 
that he brought his religious and moral principles into the every day 
life, notwithstanding the fact that his work lay in the roughest and amid 
the most primitive conditions of pioneer life, where refinement and the 
stricter morality seldom prevailed. 

In 1856 Donald Kennedy married Georgiana Atkinson, and their 
eleven children were as follows: Jessie; Allen G. ; Lottie, widow of 
Eugene Shaw; Donald; Elizabeth; Harry; Robert, Katherine; Georgi- 
ana; Cornelia and Helena. 

Francis E. McGtovBBN was bom in Sheboygan county, Wisconsin, 
January 21, 1866. He was descended from Irish parentage on both 
sides. Lawrence McGovem, bom in County Mayo, Ireland, came to 
America in 1846, and early was married to Ellen Wren, who was also 
an Irish immigrant. Together they built their home in the then un- 
broken wilderness of Sheboygan county. Enduring the usual hard- 
ships of pioneers, they wrested a farm from the wilderness during 
the years which followed, and reared a family of eight children, of 
whom Francis was the seventh. 

Lawrence McGovem prospered moderately. Out of the meager 
earnings of the farm he achieved a settled purpose of according his 
sons the education which had been denied to him. Even more steadfast 
in this purpose was his wife who was willing to make any sacrifice 
to secure proper schooling for her sons. The children attended the 
district school in the winter, all of them working on the farm during 
the summer months. 

Immediately upon graduation from the district school Francis taught 
school for three years, working with his father during the vacations. 
Denied by circumstances the privilege of a high school training, he sup- 
plied this deficiency by studying at home and while teaching. He 
entered the University of Wisconsin, and in 1890, when graduated, was 
oflPered one of the first fellowships ever conferred by the University. 
This he was constrained to decline, however, in order to begin at once 
the earning of money to pay oflf loans he had contracted while com- 
pleting his course at the University. 

At the University of Wisconsin a high order of intellectual ability 
and scholarly attainment induced prompt recognition. He was man- 
aging editor of the University paper, class orator, and joint debater. 
For seven years he served as a high school principal, three years at 
Brodhead, Wisconsin, and four years at Appleton. During this time 
his actively progressive and constructive work in educational affairs 
earned signal prominent in that field. 

Circumstances again having denied him the opportunity of a legal 
training, he had, during his service as principal, prepared himself in the 
law, and in 1897 was admitted to the bar and engaged in the practice 
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of law in the city of Milwaukee. He acquired quick recognition in the 
legal profession, and in 1900 was appointed as assistant district attorney 
in the county of Milwaukee. 

The government of the city and county of Milwaukee was honey- 
combed with dishonesty and bribery and the conditions were such as 
to call for the highest courage of all in the crusade to purge the city. 
Reluctance in the district attorney's office and obstinate resistance from 
every powerful business source created difficulties which seriously chal- 
lenged the probability of any success. First meetings of grand juries 
for the purpose of investigation resulted in empty recommendations, 
but no action. Grand juries in Milwaukee, as universally at that time, 
were constituted from panels selected by the administrative force of 
the city and county. Plainly the wrong-doers were sheltered by the 
juries of their own appointment. The first skirmish, therefore, must be 
to clean the grand jury. He went to the state legislature and in 1903 
secured the passage of a law that provided for the appointment of grand 
juries through the courts of the county. This assured a clean inquisitorial 
body. During the year two grand juries were called and returned more 
indictments for bribery than during all the previous history of organized 
government upon this continent. 

In 1904 he was elected district attorney, pledged to the wiping out 
of bribery, and during the next three years the Augean stables were 
cleaned. Numerous offenders were sent to prison, others heavily fined, 
and after most bitter judicial warfare, dishonesty in at least one com- 
munity was eliminated from public life. Graft ceased to be a lobby 
jest, and organized boodling came to an end. 

Mr. McGovern had, however, become the center of a perfect fury 
of bitter and unforgiving enmities. He had struck at bribery not as a 
conglomerate of isolated cases of wrongdoing ; he had struck at the very 
institution of boodling, a system distinctive from any other and uni- 
versal at that time in practically every governmental unit of the nation. 
Where boodling is systematic, there is an intercommunity of interest 
among the criminals. Each knows of the guilt of others, each holds in 
his hand the power to destroy that other if he himself is not saved. 
There is every inducement, therefore, for mutual defense. When the 
lance of the law is leveled at one, all become defendants. The small 
offender demands and receives the aid and support from its powerful 
beneficiary and protector. McGovern, therefore, at the end of his first 
term in the very heat of the conflict, faced a powerful and organized 
band of men desperate in their danger whose collective influence reached 
not only to the political and business centers but into the very inner 
sanctums of the social life of the city. They retained the most adroit 
attorneys, controlled the leading papers and resorted to every desperate 
recourse familiar to a trained violator of the law. 

He became a candidate for re-election in 1906 upon the anti-graft 
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issue. The struggle here had invited the attention of the country. In 
the campaign which followed every weapon known to regular warfare 
or guerrilla tactics was used; vicious assaults upon his character, com- 
binations of vicious elements in all parties were united and a great 
-campaign fund was raised. The boss-ridden creeds of all political 
machines were combined to encompass his defeat. He was beaten for 
the Republican renomination at the primary, whereupon aroused from 
lethargy, the decent elements of all parties of the city arose in a mighty 
protest of indignation, and called upon him to become an independent 
candidate for district attorney. He consented. It was a presidential 
year. He must run as an independent without the advantage of party 
designation. The vote was cast on voting machines, which were new and 
complicated. Thousands of earnest citizens volunteered their enthusiastic 
services, and in a campaign which fairly may be said to have had no 
counterpart anywhere in the political history of the country he was 
elected. 

It was a proud moment, a political miracle of righteousness. A new 
and living meaning had been given to the principle upon which the cam- 
paign was announced by Mr. McGovem: **The question of graft admits 
of no compromise. The system of bribery uncovered here has neither 
justification nor excuse. Only one course of honorable conduct is pos- 
sible toward it. It must be stamped out promptly and forever. This 
can be accomplished only by a fearless enforcement of the law equally 
against all who break it, whether they be rich or poor, young or old, 
powerful or humble." He had acquired the popular title of the ** fight- 
ing district attorney.'* 

In 1908 Mr. McGovem was one of the four candidates for Republican 
nomination for the United States Senate. He was defeated, but in a 
program announcing high purpose had strengthened his hold upon the 
affections of the people of the state, which fructified in 1910 in a general 
call throughout the state that he announce his candidacy for governor. 
To this position he was nominated and elected. He at once engaged in 
a program of enlightened and constructive legislation which today marks 
the most advanced ground in any of the states in the Union. 

Wisconsin under his administration marched forward along every 
highway of constructive progress. Important legislation has strength- 
ened the representative character of government, while forward-seeing 
and forward-going legislation in the achievement of both social improve- 
ment and industrial justice has been firmly established in this common- 
wealth. 

In the session of 1911 the Republican party platform was unique and 
almost without precedent in originality and practical humanitarianism. 
These platform pledges were enacted into law. To carry out the 
expressed will of the people there was passed a stringent corrupt prac- 
tice act, a, second choice primary ballot law to insure majority rule, a 
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presidential primary law, a proposed constitutional amendment to per- 
mit the initiatiye, the referendum and the recall, home rule for cities, 
and to make less cumbersome an amendment to the constitution. Along 
social justice lines there was passed a workmen's compensation law 
insuring prompt relief in all cases of industrial accident, an industrial 
commission was established with ample power to provide a common 
sense court for the trial of labor troubles, assist workmen in securing 
steady employment and safe and sanitary working conditions. This 
was original and invaluable. Far-reaching advances were made in the 
child labor laws and in humanLzing the conditions of woman labor. A 
board of industrial education was created to promote industrial and 
vocational training. The state engaged in the scientific aid and develop- 
ment of the highways of Wisconsin. An income tax law was enacted 
which was the first practical and successful law in operation in the 
history of American government. Far-reaching measures for the con- 
servation of natural resources, including forest, soil, fish, game and 
water powers, were passed. State life insurance became a reality. 
Cooperative associations were legalized and encouraged. A state board 
of public affairs was created, invested with the powers of an advisory 
cabinet to which distinguished men were appointed, and which for the 
first time in any state of the Union undertook a practical survey of every 
field of activities with which the state is concerned. Already in point of 
achievement, the result of systematic research work, their efforts have 
proved a clarifying and uplifting force in every branch of state activities. 

In 1912 Governor McGovem was reelected. The program was pressed 
steadily forward. The workmen's compensation act was strengthened 
and broadened, and for the first time since early English history the 
fallacious defenses of fellow servant rule, the assumption of risk and 
of contributory negligence were abolished in case employers refused 
to submit to the provisions of the act. A mother's pension law was 
passed insuring against abject poverty indigent widowed mothers in the 
state. A minimum wage for women and children was enacted. A law 
was passed providing that the earnings of prisoners may be applied 
to the support of their families. Provision was made for the specific 
investigation of the problem of occupational diseases and of sickness 
and accident so that legislation might be intelligently recommended for 
enactment at the next session of the legislature. The first steps were 
taken toward the establishment of community credits to permit the mak- 
ing of state loans to farmers to assist them in the development of farm 
properties. The work of the state health authorities was established 
on a modem and scientific basis. A law providing for the direct elec- 
tion of United States senators was passed. The public school sjrstem 
of the state was modernized and the county made the unit of education. 

Mr. McGovem has been active in the work of the Governors' Con- 
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ference and for three successive terms has served as executive head of 
that organization. 

In 1912 at the Republican National Convention in Chicago Gtovernor 
McGovem was chosen by the delegates who represented the Progressive 
wing of the party as their candidate for temporary chairman. 

The study of Governor McGovern's career symbolizes the possibility 
not only of the man who rises from humble conditions by unaided effort, 
but marks the success of a man who makes no pretense to any extra- 
ordinary brilliancy or endowments. Of medium stature, of wiry and 
enduring physique, he possesses a mind which is as much the product 
of his own effort and qualification as it is the product of natural endow- 
ment. His habits of living, as his habits of thought, are unpretentious 
and wholesome; prudent yet not lacking in initiative; reserved yet not 
without spontaneity; given to research which demands full intellectual 
satisfaction, yet gifted with wit and the higher mental ability; firm 
to resist yet sensitive to sympathy; outwardly of calm and unruffled 
demeanor, inwardly the subject of a lively play of emotions, he is a 
type in which is found, a rarely balanced poise with unusual powers 
of concentration and tireless industry. As a public speaker he is given 
primarily to plain speech, but there is nevertheless not lacking that play 
of picturesqueness and dramatic force which enables him to carry a 
matter-of-fact discussion often to the heights of eloquence. The results 
of his public life have stamped indelibly his personality upon the future 
life of the state. 

William Mainland. In the purchase and development of import- 
ant public utilities, this well known and progressive citizen has gained 
reputation that far transcends the limitations of his home state. He is 
one of the substantial capitalists of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where he has 
maintained his home since young manhood, and he has achieved success 
and prestige through his own initiative and well ordered enterprise. 

In Rousay, Orkneyshire, Scotland, William Mainland was bom and 
is a son of Leslie and Ann Mainland. Leslie Mainland was a man of 
sterling integrity and an exponent of those other sturdy traits that have 
ever indicated the true Scotsman. In 1876 he emigrated with his fam- 
ily to the United States and he became one of the successful and repre- 
sentative farmers of Kenosha county, Wisconsin. He was a most zeal- 
ous member of the Presbyterian church, as is also his widow, and he 
passed the closing years of his life in Hannibal, Mo., where he died 
when about eighty years of age. His wife now resides at Hannibal, and 
has attained to the age of three score years and ten. 

Of the eight children, five sons and two daughters are still living. 
In the excellent schools of his native land, William Mainland gained his 
early educational discipline, and while still attending school in the 
Isle of Rousay, he also served as a pupil teacher in the school. After the 
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family had been established in Kenosha county, Wisconsin, he taught 
three terms in the district schools, and in the meanwhile he began the 
study of telegi»phy. His plans for following this line of work were 
abandoned when he was tendered the position of assistant manger of the 
Racine Gas Company. 

Mr. Mainland remained with the Racine Gas Company for a period 
of eighteen months and then, in 1884, assumed the superintendency of 
the business for the Oshkosh Gas Company, with which he remained 
until he was promoted to the position of general manager of a chain of 
gas plants, including those of Racine, Oshkosh and Fond du Lac, these 
interests having later been merged with those of other companies. 

In 1890 he was married to Jennie C. Bell, and is the father of four 
children. For many years ^Ir. Mainland has been identified with public 
utility companies, and his operations have been carried on in Wiscon- . 
sin, Missouri, Idaho, Illinois, North Dakota, North Carolina, Michigan 
and Oregon, as well as other states of the Union. His enterprise has 
been specially directed in the handling of gas and electric light and 
power plants, and he has effected the organization and incorporation of 
numerous corporations of this kind in the different states mentioned. 

In his operations, he, with his brother, Sinclair Mainland, another 
of the representative citizens of Oshkosh, have been partners. Mr. j\Iain- 
land has been president of the various companies with w^hich he has 
been connected, and he is widely known as a keen and sagacious business 
man of much constructive ability and as a specially efficieut adminis- 
trative officer. 

At the present time Mr. Mainland and his brother are identified with 
large corporate interests of this order. They have well appointed offices 
in Oshkosh, and here maintain their business headquarters. 

Both Mr. Mainland and his wife are most zealous members of the 
Presbyterian church, and both are specially prominent in the activ- 
ities of the church of this denomination in their home city. Mr. Main- 
land has served as elder and trustee of the church, and was for years 
superintendent of its Sunday School. He has likewise been a delegate 
to the general assembly of the Presbyterian church in the United States, 
and has been liberal in the support of the various departments of church 
work. 

C. E. Nystrum, M. D. Both in the character of his practice and the 
value of his service to the community, Dr. Nystrum is recognized as the 
leading physician and surgeon of Medford, where his home and profes- 
sional work have been for over twenty years. Dr. Nystrum is a former 
president of the Taylor and Price counties medical societies, and his 
name and influence has been associated with many local affairs outside 
the immediate domain of his profession. Dr. Nystrum grew up in the 
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lumber regions of Wisconsin, had limited opportunity for learning while 
a boy, and by hard work at teaching and in the lumber mills earned the 
money which paid his way through medical college. His has been a self- 
made career in the best sense of that term, and his accomplishments and 
attainments are in the highest degree creditable. 

Conrad E. Nystrum was born at Waupaca, Wisconsin, June 4, 1869. 
His parents John Peter and Marie (Nyquist) Nystrum natives of Sweden, 
where they were married, left the Old World and came to the new about 
1866, their first permanent location being in the state of Wisconsin. 
The father had learned the tanning trade in the old country and endeav- 
ored to find openings in the same industry in Wisconsin, but the business 
was at that time only in its infancy in this state, and his initial attempt 
proved a failure. After a brief residence at Waupaca the family moved 
to Scandinavia in Waupaca county, where John P. Nystrum established 
a small tannery, which proved unprofitable. With that avenue closed to 
him, he became a foreman of a construction gang in the building of the 
old Wisconsin Central Railway between Milwaukee and Ashland. He 
was with the crew that drove the silver spike, the last spike which com- 
pleted the road. It is said by many that the elder Nystrum personally 
wielded the hammer which drove this spike into the tie. Part of the time 
the Nystrum family had their home at Mellen, or as it was then called 
Penok^e Gap. About 1879 John P. Nystrum moved his family to Med- 
ford. The lumber industry was then supreme in this vicinity and work 
in that line was plentiful. Some time later Mr. Nystrum again resumed 
his old trade, and established a tannery on the site now occupied by the 
Greesers Hardware Store in Medf ord. This was operated with more suc- 
cess than had been the case of the one at Scandanavia, but it was never 
developed as a large industry. Later the senior Nystrum bought a farm 
in Taylor county, where his last days were spent, and where his death 
occurred in 1906. His widow now eighty-seven years of age, still lives 
on the old homestead. Their children, seven in number are named as fol- 
lows: Robert, Fred, John, deceased; Conrad E., Oscar, Emma and Ada. 
The early boyhood of Dr. Nystrum was passed in the localities men- 
tioned as the home of the family, and since ten years of age, he has lived 
in Taylor county. His advantages of learning were such as were offered 
by the district schools, and in his own words, **High schools in this part 
of the state were then conspicuous for their absence." His diligence at 
his studies, however, advanced him more rapidly than many other boys 
in the same circumstances, and at the age of fifteen he was qualified and 
given a certificate and taught school ten months. His next employment 
as an engineer in a lumber mill, enabled him to save a little money, and 
with his earnings he entered Hahnemann Medical College in Chicago. 
The following summer vacation and the others in succession were spent 
in work at the lumber mills, and in this way he paid his own way through 
college. Dr. Nystrum was graduated from Hahnemann Medical Col- 



Digitized by 



Google 



2408 HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 

lege with the class of 1892, and at once returned to Medford and estab- 
lished his office. At the present time he has a well equipped suite of 
offices, and has all his time taken up with looking after a large clientage. 
He has the honor of having been the first local surgeon to perform an 
operation for appendicitis in Taylor county. His assistant in this opera- 
tion was Dr. T. M. Miller. Dr. Nystrum was one of the organizers of 
the Taylor and Price counties medical societies, and one of the first 
members honored with the office of president. He is also a member of 
the Wisconsin State Medical Society, the American Medical Association, 
the National Association of United States Pension Examining Surgeons, 
and Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railway Surgical Asso- 
ciation, and belongs to several of the local chapters and lodges in various 
fraternal orders. 

In April, 1894, Dr. Nystrum was united in marriage with Maria Con- 
naughty, a native of Fond du Lac county. To their union have been 
bom three children, named as follows: Martha, Raymond, and Lester. 
To the activity and infiuence of Dr. Nystrum have been due the under- 
taking and development of several local projects and movements directly 
benefiting the civic welfare of the community. It was he who promoted 
the Lake Esadore Summer Resort, eight miles west of Medford. Since 
the first movement in that direction a number of cottages have been 
erected about the lake, and many of Medford 's best families spend their 
entire summer there, the men going back and forth in their automobiles. 
No history of Medford would be complete without mention of Lake 
Esadore, its attractive little suburb. 

While never a seeker for political honors. Dr. Nystrum has always 
been a staunch Republican and was county physician for years, city 
health officer for six years and has served as chairman of the Republican 
county committee. He has been secretary of the U. S. Board of Pension 
Surgeons, Medford, Wis., for the last twenty years, and was appointed 
assistant sergeant-at-arms at the Republican National Convention in 
Chicago, in 1908, when William Howard Taft was nominated. The 
doctor has always been a lover of *Uife in the open." He is ex-president 
of the Taylor County Rod and Gun Club, and has many stuflEed and 
mounted specimens in his office as mementoes of pleasant vacation trips, 
and testifying to his marksmanship. The doctor well remembers the 
days of no roads, when it was customary and necessary for the physician 
to walk miles through the woods in order to reach his patients. 

Captain R. J. Weisbrod. A gallant record as a soldier and officer 
of the Union army, many years of successful business activity in Osh- 
kosh, and twelve years of conscientious public service in the office of 
chief of police made the name of the late Captain Weisbrod familiar 



Digitized by 



Google 



. HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2409 

to all the people of Oshkosh and vicinity, and his death on May 17, 
1902, closed a career of great usefulness and many distinctions. 

Rudolph Joseph Weisbrod was bom in Rhenish Prussia, in the town 
of Simmern, Kobelandtz, August 21, 1837, and came with his father's 
family to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, in 1851. Grandfather Weisbrod was a 
minister of the Evangelical Lutheran church, a man of mark in his 
day, deeply read, and highly gifted, but was cut off in early manhood. 
His 8on, Philip William Weisbrod learned the trade of baker in his 
native land, and while there married Miss Catherine Mayer, by whom 
he had the following named seven children, who reached years of 
maturity: Charles A., now deceased; Helena, Mrs. Schoen; Louisa, 
deceased; William, formerly a merchant of Weyauwega in Waupaca 
county; Carolina, now Mrs. Frentz; Rudolph J.; and Joseph M. All 
these children came to America except Mrs. Helena Schoen, who lived 
at St. Goar, in Germany. 

On June 8, 1851, the family started from their native land, and 
after a quiet passage of thirty-two days, landed at New York. From 
there they came west to Oshkosh. The son, Charles A., had settled at 
Oshkosh in 1849, having left Germany along with many others of his 
countrymen, as the result of the civil troubles which came to a climax in 
1848, after a burst of enthusiasm for liberty which nearly disrupted all of 
central Europe. Charles was a highly educated man ,a graduate of 
Berlin University, and in his fatherland had followed the profession of 
civil engineer and also held the rank of lieutenant in the landwehr. 
In Oshkosh he studied law, becoming senior member of the firm of 
Weisbrod and Felker, and is well remembered by his former associates 
of the bench and bar of Winnebago county, as a counsellor of great 
ability and legal acumen. His death occurred in 1877. William Weis- 
brod the father of the family kept the Fox River House, a well known 
Oshkosh hotel, and died there at the age of seventy-six years. His 
widow passed away when at the advanced age of eighty-four. 

Captain Rudolph J. Weisbrod was fourteen years old, before he left 
his native land, and received the benefit of the German schools, until 
ready to take up the trade of his choice which was that of cabinet mak- 
ing. His apprenticeship was served in Oshkosh, and in 1859 he went to 
New York and found employment in his trade there. In April 1861, 
following the firing upon Fort Sumter, he enlisted in the Eighth New 
York Volunteer Infantry, being mustered in April 23, and proceeding 
with his regiment to Baltimore. The/ regiment reached Baltimore 
two days after the Massachusetts regiment had been attacked on the 
streets of that city. From Baltimore they went on to Washington, and 
thence to the front in Virginia. From private in the ranks, young Weis- 
brod was promoted to corporal of his company, and after the first battle 
of Bull Run was made sergeant. He participated in the entire Virginia 
campaign of 1861-62, and after the battle of Antietam was transferred 
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on September 30, 1862, to Company E of the Twenty-First Wisconsin 
Volunteer Infantry. Through the influence of his brother Charles, 
he was made second lieutenant of the company, and immediately after 
he joined that regiment it marched to Perryville, Kentucky, where in 
the battle fought there on October 8, the captain of the company was 
killed, and the first lieutenant wounded, leaving Second Lieutenant 
Weisbrod in command. Subsequently he received his promotion to first 
lieutenant, and on February 22, 1863, the captain having resigned, 
Lieutenant Weisbrod was granted the commission as captain, a rank 
he retained until January 1, 1865, when he resigned and returned to 
Oshkosh. His war experiences were sometimes thrilling in the extreme, 
and as he participated in no less than twenty-eight battles, was in Sher- 
man 's famous march to the sea, he saw about as much service as any 
man in the army. He had some narrow escapes from death, and was 
wounded four times. The first time was a sabre cut at Bailey's Cross- 
roads in Virginia. On the second occasion at Port Republic in the 
Shenandoah Valley, he was thrust with a bayonet in the groin, while 
charging on the old Stonewall Brigade fortified behind the fence. The 
third wound he received at Chickamauga, when a piece of shell entered 
his right side. During that battle the colonel of the regiment was taken 
prisoner and Captain Weisbrod being next in command led the regiment 
during the rest of the conflict. His fourth wound was a slight injury to 
the left leg, during a charge on the rebel lines before Atlanta, August 
8, 1864. As an oflScer he was given honorable mention for bravery and 
capability, and he had among his most valued treasures personal letters 
from General H. C. Hobart, Col. George Fitch, and other prominent 
military men, commending him for his bravery and soldier-like conduct. 

After his return to Oshkosh, and to the pursuits of peace, Captain 
Weisbrod embarked in the furniture and undertaking business, and 
continued in the same about fifteen years. In the meantime he had 
become more or less interested in politics, and in 1878 was appointed 
chief engineer of the Oshkosh Fire Department, holding that office six 
years, and proving an efficient officer. In the meantime he had con- 
tinued in the undertaking business, but operated the store under lease, 
until his establishment was burned out. In 1887, on his appointment as 
chief of police of Oshkosh, he discontinued his business and gave all his 
attention thereafter to his official duties. 

Mayor H. B. Dale first conferred upon him the office of chief of 
police. With the exception of three years his service in that office was 
continuous, both under Democratic and Republican administration. 
His last appointment came from Mayor A. B. Ideson in 1897. Mayor 
Merrill continued him in office and during the latter 's administration, 
the Civil service law went into effect and Captain Weisbrod held his 
office by virtue of that law without further appointment. During the 
years 1874 to 1880 Captain Weisbrod represented the Second Ward 
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as alderman, and from 1882 to 1884 was a member of the Board of 
Education. On April 4, 1865, Captain Weisbrod was married in Osh- 
kosh to Miss Sophia S. Arnold, who was bom in Cleveland, Ohio, of 
German parentage. Two children were bom to their union, as follows: 
Clara A. and Edward W., the latter a real estate man, and former alder- 
man of Oshkosh. Captain Weisbrod was a member of the Qrand Army 
of the Bepublip, had been associated with the Masonic Order for a long 
period of years, and no one in the city enjoyed a greater or better 
deserved personal popularity than this hero of the Civil war, and brave 
and efficient municipal police head. 

George Edward Schulz. Until his appointment, January 1, 1911, 
as United States collector of customs at the port of Milwaukee, George 
Edward Schulz was a Milwaukee business man, and since concluding 
his apprenticeship in 1890 has been identified with the drug trade in 
that city. 

His father, Louis Schulz, was one of the early German settlers in 
Wisconsin, having arrived in America from Prankfort-on-the-Main 
in 1848, first settling in Watertown, where he was a druggist, and 
moving to Milwaukee in 1871. The mother came to this country from 
the district of Hanover, Germany, and met and married Louis Schulz 
in Milwaukee. George Edward Schulz was bom December 17, 1868, 
in Watertown, Wisconsin, and was about three years old when the 
family established its home in Milwaukee. His early education was 
acquired in the public schools, finishing with a course in Concordia 
College at Milwaukee, and after an apprenticeship in the drug business 
engaged in that line for himself in 1890. 

Though an active Eepublican since casting his first vote, Mr. Schulz 
never held nor aspired to any office until his appointment to his present 
duties as collector of customs, an appointment which was in recognition 
of his ability as a business man and thoroughly met the approval of 
citizens of all parties. Mr. Schulz is a member of the Lutheran church. 
On June 21, 1892, he married Alma Stephan, daughter of Martin 
Stephan. They have two daughters: Alma A., born at Milwaukee, 
November 8, 1896 ; and Hilda, born at Milwaukee, October 26, 1902. 

Judge Davh) H. Walker, late judge of the Municipal court of 
Oneida county, Wisconsin, whose death occurred January 14, 1914, 
has held this high official position Since 1907, and had entered his second 
term of service. He practiced law in Rhinelander since 1892, follow- 
ing his graduation from the University of Wisconsin Law School in that 
year, when he came direct to this city to initiate the practice of his 
professon. 

Bom at Oconto, Wisconsin, July 31, 1867, he is a son of Thomas 
and Dorothy (Morgan) Walker. Thomas Walker was for years a 
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minister of the Methodist Episcopal church and is now living retired 
at Appleton, Wisconsin. He was bom in England, and he lived in his 
native land until eleven years of age. At that time the family immi- 
grated to Rhode Island, and a few years later came to Manitowoc county, 
Wisconsin, where the father's young manhood was spent in the lumber 
woods of the district. He was still in early manhood when he entered 
the ministry, and he was a circuit rider in fifteen different towns in the 
state of Wisconsin, one of the unpleasant features of the work being 
that the family was never permitted to remain definitely in any one 
spot where it found itself located. As a boy Judge Walker attended the 
common schools, and then pursued a preparatory course at Lawrence 
University, Appleton, Wisconsin. During the last year of his college 
career he gave some attention to the study of law, spending as much 
time as was possible in the office of a well known lawyer at Appleton, 
and in 1890 he entered the University of Wisconsin and graduated from 
its law department in 1892. 

Upon coming to Rhinelander, soon after his graduation, Judge 
Walker became associated with one of his classmates, C. F. Dillett, by 
name, now of Shawano, and they continued in practice until 1895, at 
which time they dissolved partnership and Judge Walker took in his 
younger brother, S. T. Walker, as his partner. They continued to 
co-operate thus until 1900, since which time each has conducted a private 
practice without other associations. During the years of his residence 
here Judge Walker served three terms as city attorney, and his work 
in that office was such as to demonstrate his capacity and fitness for 
higher positions. He was a Democrat, and gave valued aid to the 
activities of that party in the county. During the years of his associa- 
tion with his brother it should be mentioned that S. T. Walker served 
two terms as district attorney of Oneida county, during which time 
Judge Walker, as the partner of his brother, acted as assistant district 
attorney. 

Judge Walker was captain of Company L, Second Infantry, Wis- 
consin National Guards, and had been an officer since July 30, 1898, 
when they were mustered into the Fifth Regiment as Company H for 
service in the Spanish-American war. When the war was over they 
were placed in the Second Regiment as Company L. Judge Walker or- 
ganized the company, becoming first lieutenant under Captain E. 0. 
Brown, a West Point man, and in 1909 he was promoted to the rank of 
captain. He was formerly a membet of Company G, Second Wiscon- 
sin National Guards of Appleton, Wisconsin. 

The fraternal relations of Judge Walker were with the Knights of 
Pythias and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. While at 
the University he gained distinction in athletic circles, playing on the 
Varsity Foot Ball Team, and he wfis presented by the athletic board 
with an official **U," a mark of no little distinction in athletic circles. 
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In 1905 Judge Walker was married to Miss Anna Hilgermann, of 
Rhinelander, a daughter of 0. A. Hilgermann. To this union have 
been born two children, Thomas H. and Harriet A. Walker. 

William SEBBURGEai. Price county probably has no better known 
citizen or one more active in civic and business affairs over a longer 
period of years than William Seeburger, who for eight years has given 
an efficient administration of the office of mayor in his home town of 
Phillips. Mr. Seeburger is one of the old timers, having been a lumber- 
man in this region long before the railroads came and when there was 
almost no permanent population. He has not only witnessed the develop- 
ment, but has borne an active part therein, and is one of the men whose 
resources and activities do credit to the present splendid advancement of 
northern Wisconsin. 

William Seeburger was bom in Tiffin, Ohio, April 6, 1853, a son of 
Philip and Agnes Seeburger. His father who was a farmer, later became 
quite prominent in LaCrosse county, Wisconsin, where he and his wife 
lived until death. William Seeburger, the only child of his parents, was 
quite young when they moved from Ohio, and first located in Dubuque, 
Iowa, and after a short time came to LaCrosse county. The boyhood and 
early youth of William Seeburger was spent on the farm in LaCrosse 
county, and only a short while between seasons was devoted to the edu- 
cational training of this now prominent citizen. His boyhood strength 
was regularly applied to the duties of the home farm, and he remained 
at home with his father until he was sixteen. The next eighteen months 
were spent as a hired hand, working on neighborhood f a:rms, and that waa 
followed by four years experience in the lumber woods along Black river» 
All kinds of hard work were his early portion, and in time he became one 
of the expert rivermen and lumber and logging operators in this section 
of the state. Fourteen years were spent on the Flambeau river in what 
was then Chippewa county. During that time he often drove to Phillips 
for supplies. The railroad^ in those days came only as far as Woostei 
station, nine miles from Phillips. In the spring of 1886, Mr. Seeburgei 
engaged in business for himself at Phillips, and since that time, for nearly 
thirty years, has been one of the leading men of enterprise in the town. 
He has seen many changes, and has always been willing to bear his own 
share of the work in carrying out any improvements. On July 27, 1894, 
like most of the business men of the town, he was burned out, but replaced 
his first building with a substantial brick block which still stands. 

In 1905 Mr. Seeburger was elected mayor, and has been returned to 
that office at each succeeding election. He has prospered, has won all his 
wealth through his own efforts, and stands very high in his community. 
Mr. Seeburger was married May 19, 1889, to Mary Mayer, a daughter of 
Christian Mayer, who was one of the pioneer settlers in the town of 
Wooster in Price county. To their marriage have been bom the follow- 
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ing children, eight inimmber: Agnes, Alice, Olive, Catherine, William, 
Phillip, Howard and George. 

Edgab S. BAHiET. Owner and editor of the Marshfield News, Edgar 
Sawyer B«iiley is one of the successful newspaper men of Wisconsin. To 
journalism he has brought talent which would have enabled him to suc- 
ceed in lines of business much more remuneratiye, and for the past twenty- 
two years has been through all the grades of service in the fourth estate, 
from reporter to editor, and from a salaried position to independent 
publisher. 

Mr. Bailey is a native of Wisconsin, bom November 1, 1870, at Colum- 
bus, a son of Ashel Philitus and Clarissa (Mead) Bailey. His father was 
bom in New York State and his mother in Vermont, and the former came 
west in 1840, locating in Dane county, where he was one of the early 
settlers, and did well, first as a pioneer farmer, and later as a business 
man. He enjoyed a large acquaintance, and much influence in the com- 
munity, and in 1873 moved to the city of Oshkosh, where he was engaged 
in the machinery and implement business until 1880. In that year he 
entered the railway mail service, and was connected with that work until 
his death in 1904. He was a Republican, a member of the Methodist 
church, and active in the Odd Fellows Lodge. 

Edgar S. Bailey attended the public schools and the Oshkosh State 
Normal School until he was about sixteen years of age, when he too 
entered the government railway mail service. Prom that experience he 
switched into newspaper work, and in 1893 was on the Pacific Coast act- 
ing as a reporter for a paper at Napa, California and the Associated 
Press. After three years as a reporter, he became city editor of the 
Napa Daily Register, and held that position one year. On his return to 
Wisconsin, he continued in the newspaper field, and was connected with 
the Wausau Daily Record and Central Wisconsin at Wausau, until 1901. 
Since that year his home has been in Marshfield, and he came here to 
take the editorial chair of the Marshfield Times, acquiring a half inter- 
est in the plant. The firm was known as Williams & Bailey, until 1908, 
when Mr. Bailey sold out to his partner. In 1910 he bought the Marsh- 
field News, one of the oldest papers with a continuous history in this 
part of the state; having been established at Marshfield in 1878. Under 
the management of Mr. Bailey its efficiency as a news medium and 
influence as a molder of public opinion has increased, and it now enjoys 
the largest number of subscribers of any weekly paper published in 
central Wisconsin. 

Mr. Bailey is a public spirited man, and has devoted not only the 
columns of his newspaper, but his individual time and attention to move- 
ments for the welfare of his home community. Through his paper he has 
done much to uphold the high standards of good city government and 
public morality. Fraternally he is a thirty-second degree Mason, a 
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Knight Templar and a Shriner. He is also a Knight of Pythias, and is a 
charter member of the Marshfield lodge of Elks. A staunch Republican, 
he belongs to the conservative wing of that party, and has been interested 
at diflEerent times in party affairs. He is a member of the Welfare Club, 
which was organized about three years ago by the business men of Marsh- 
field, and has now an active membership of more than one hundred. 

On November 29, 1899, Mr. Bailey married Aliss Eva P. Fey, a 
daughter of H. J. Fey of Ripon. Mrs. Bailey is an active member of 
local society, and a member of the Fortnightly Club, a local organization 
devoted to the study of music and promotion of musical culture in the 
oily. 

Eli E. Winch. A Marshfield manufacturer, who began in a small 
way with little capital, but possessing the courage, ability and determina- 
tion necessary for success, Eli E. Winch has built up not only a large 
and prosperous industry, but has made himself an important factor in the 
civic life of his home community and is not unknown in both the business 
and civic circles throughout the state. 

Born April 20, 1848, Eli E. Winch is a native of Essex county. New 
York, a son of Samuel R. and Lois A. (Southmade) Winch. His father 
came west in 1855, locating in Dodge county, Wisconsin, and lived there 
until 1867, when he moved to Washington county, and was identified with 
farming and sawmilling for a year or so. Moving to Fond du Lac in 
1869, he was in the lumber industry, and finally moved to Elkhart Lake, 
in Calumet county, living there about one and one-half years. He then 
moved to Charlestown township, three miles east- of Chilton, where he 
bought a farm and established the family home. His children were 
chiefiy reared in that locality, and he made his home there until his 
death. He was an honorable and upright citizen, and highly respected in 
his community. He was also affiliated with the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. 

Eli E. Winch, who was the oldest of eight children, attended the dis- 
trict schools and lived with his parents until he was about seventeen years 
of age. His career which has since brought him prosperity, began in the 
role of a common laborer, and when honest employment was offered him, 
no matter how hard it might be, he was willing to accept it, and quick 
to take advantage of every opportunity which was presented. It was in 
the sawmills at Fond du Lac that he got his preliminary experience in a 
business which has led to his later success, and he worked so hard in those 
years that failing health eventually obliged him to discontinue his busi- 
ness for a year and a half. He then moved to Calumet county, and settled 
on a farm for four years. At the end of that time he came to Marshfield, 
and became identified with the Webster Company, and later the Clark 
Manufacturing Company of Cadott, Wis., manufacturers of hubs and 
spokes. At the end of five years he bought a half interest in the Marshfield 
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Stave Company. His associate in the business was H. Maurer. In 1901 
the scope of the enterprise was broadened to take in the manufacture of 
excelsior. Mr. Winch now controls the greater part of the stock, and the 
business is one of the most important to be found in the Marshfield manu- 
facturing district. 

A public spirited man always, Mr. Winch has identified, himself not 
only with business but with public affairs. He was a member of the 
school board of Marshfield for several years, and was elected and served 
one term in the general assembly. He served as a director in the Qerman- 
American Bank during its existence and was vice president of the suc- 
ceeding institution, the American National Bank, until the press of other 
affairs caused him to resign. In politics a Bepublican, he was for three 
years a member of the State Central Committee, and was a delegate to 
the Chicago convention that nominated William H. Taft for president. 
Mr. Winch married Miss Orpha Willey, a daughter of Ephraim and Mar- 
ion Willey. Their two children are Samuel H. and Gertrude M., the 
latter being Mrs. B. P. Kraus of Marshfield. 

John Schaueb. Though the pioneer days in northern Wisconsin are 
practically closed, some of the pioneers are still alive, and there are found 
a number of men who only a few years ago bore the brunt of leadership in 
clearing and striking out the path of progress to this section of the state. 
One of the most prominent of these, a man whose name is known through- 
out the length and breadth of Price county, and pretty well all over the 
state, is John Schauer, who a few years ago, with the aid of his noble wife 
established a little farm, made a success as the result of hard work and 
close economy, and subsequently extended his enterprise to real estate 
operations, and has been instrumental in selling many thousands of acres 
and in placing on the land a large colony of substantial and thrifty 
farmers. Mr. Schauer is one of the best known business men of Phillips, 
and his career has both interest and encouragement for those who take 
inspiration from the example of others. 

John Schauer was bom in Bohemia, March 3, 1871, a son of John and 
Anna Schauer, the mother being now deceased, and the father a butcher 
in the old country. Five children in the family were named : John, Mary, 
Anton, Josie, and Jerry. The daughter Mary and Mr. John Schauer are 
the only ones living in the United States. The son Jerry is a veterinary 
in his native land, and Anton is holding the office of postmaster in the old 
country. The children were all granted exceptional privileges in the way 
of education, since their father had an ambition which he successfully 
carried out to give his sons good training and it was his desire that one of 
them should be prepared for the Catholic ministry. 

John Schauer attended school until he was eighteen. He was weU 
schooled in the various common branches, and acquired a fluent familiarity 
with the Bohemian, English and German languages. Also during his 
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early youth he served an apprenticeship which made him a master of the 
butcher's trade. Then starting out for himself he has ever since made 
his own way in the world. At the age of nineteen coming to the United 
States, when he landed at New York city his total cash possessions 
amounted to four cents in American money. After some preliminary 
adventures, he found his way out to Cleveland, Ohio, and took employ- 
ment in a packing house. In a short time his enterprise was such that 
he was in business for himself, doing both a wholesale and retail busi- 
ness. 

In Cleveland, Ohio, on June 23, 1900, Mr. Schauer married Matilda 
Petrlik, a native of Bohemia, who has lived in the United States about one 
year longer than her husband. She is a loyal and effective helpmate to 
her husband, and must be credited in no small degree with the prosperity 
which has come to both of them since their marriage. About three years 
were spent at Cleveland, and they then moved to Chicago, where Mr. 
Schauer was employed by the Swift & Company packers. About that time 
he first became interested in Price county land, in northern Wisconsin, 
buying a tract of two hundred acres in the timber. After a couple of years 
he moved his family to what was then the wilderness and then went 
through all those experiences which are usually described as typical of 
frontier life fifty or sixty years ago, but which are little known in the 
twentieth century. In the midst of the virgin forest, after clearing a 
small space under the trees, Mr. Schauer put up a little rough house four 
and a half miles east of the village of Phillips. The nearest neighbor was 
four miles away. After locating on his farm, Mr. Schauer found that 
his capital was reduced to twenty-five cents. However, this was more than 
six times as much as he had possessed when he landed at Castle Garden 
a few years previously, and as his land was paid for he was not discour- 
aged. Mrs. Schauer, like most women from her country, was a good 
saver, and had five dollars of her own. Thus the combined capital of 
the two amounted to five dollars and twenty-five cents, and with that they 
started out to win a home and fortune for themselves in the woods of 
Price county. Their farming operations were started with two old broken 
down horses, and two dilapidated wagons, and it required stout hearts 
and the strongest of arms to confront and overcome the obstacles and 
hardships at hand. It was a long job to clear off the timber, and only 
acre by acre was the land placed under cultivation. The first rude build- 
ings were replaced with more substantial ones, until there finally appeared 
fine bams, a good dwelling and other improvements which marked out 
the Schauer homestead as one of the best in that vicinity. After devoting 
his energy for several years to combined operations as a farmer and 
logger, Mr. Schauer, who foresaw the great future for this part of the 
state as a coming agricultural community, began selling land to others, 
and in a short while the name of John Schauer became associated with 
the leading land operations in this section of the state. His advice was 
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much sought, especially by the Bohemians and the Qermans, who found 
out that any promise or assertion made by John Schauer was in all 
human probability absolutely dependable and this reputation for fair 
dealing brought him increasing business and a permanent clientage. For 
a while, Mr. Schauer was associated with Charles A. Tobey, in the real 
estate business at Phillips, and when Mr. Tobey and Mr. Lane organized 
the Bohemia- American Land and Loan Company, Mr. Schauer was not 
only an active factor toward the organization, but on its completion served 
as superintendent of the company, and in that capacity has sold many 
thousand dollars worth of land. In August, 1913, Mr. Schauer started in 
the land business for himself, and has since maintained his individual of- 
fices at Phillips. His business comprises the handling of all kinds of tim- 
ber, farm and city real estate, and every year hundreds of investors and 
settlers make their transactions through the medium of the Schauer 
ofiSce. Mr. Schauer still makes his home on the farm and goes back and 
forth to town every day in his big touring car. On January 1, 1914, he 
began work with the Jos. Good Land Co. as Bohemian manager, to sell 
lands and city property for the company. 

It can be stated as a matter of fact, that Mr. Schauer is one of the 
most public spirited citizens of Phillips. He can always be counted upon 
to do his share or a little more toward anything for the benefit of the 
city. Politics has never attracted him to any extent, but he gives his 
support to the man whom he considers best qualified foroflSce. He is a 
member of some of the fraternal organizations, but his record as a good 
American citizen is the fact of which he is most proud. 

The ten children who have been bom to Mr. and Mrs. Schauer are 
named as follows: Stephannie, William, Anna, John, Matilda, Frank, 
Albina, Theodore, Helen and Arthur. Stephannie married Otto Jedlicka 
in 1911, and they are the parents of one child, William. 

Herman Lbicht. Probably no member of the Medford bar has a 
larger and more distinctive practice than Herman Leicht, who is a com- 
paratively young man, yet of broad experience and fine capabilities, and 
in ten years has reached a place in his home community of well won lead- 
ership. Mr. Leicht held the ofifiee of district attorney until his large pri- 
vate practice made it necessary to decline further official honors, and 
now gives all his attention to his practice and his business aflfairs. His 
offices are in the First National Bank Building of Medford, and his out- 
side interests include farm lands, and he is also president of the Medford 
Veneer Company, one of the leading local industries. 

The Leicht family has been identified with Wisconsin history for 
three-quarters of a century, since the early territorial days. Herman 
Leicht was bom at South Germantown in Washington county, Wisconsin, 
a son of Philip and Anna M. (Emerich) Leicht, both also natives of Wis- 
consin. Grandfather Vespasian Leicht came from Wuertemberg, Ger- 
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many, to the United States about 1837, and located at South Germantown 
more than ten years before Wisconsin became a state. Buying land which 
was only partly improved, he spent the rest of his days there and did the 
work of a sturdy pioneer. His children numbered five, as follows : Fred- 
ericka, now the widow of Henry Schunck; Hannah, widow of Christian 
Laubenheimer ; Philip, Jacob and Carolina, who died at the age of 
twenty. 

Philip Leicht grew up on the old homestead in Washington county, 
where his youthful energies were devoted to clearing up a part of the 
land. His chosen occupation was farming, and eventually he came into 
possession of the did homestead, and continued its operation until 1900. 
Since that time his home has been in Milwaukee, where he represents the 
De Laval Cream Separator. His wife, Anna Emerich, is a daughter, of 
George Emerich, whose father came to Wisconsin from Germany, also at 
a pioneer date. George Emerich became a farmer at South Germantown, 
and served in the Civil war, dying from malaria, contracted during his 
service. Philip and Anna M. (Emerich) Leicht, are the parents of the 
follx)wing children : Jacob, who conducts the old home farm ; Herman ; 
Hattie, widow of John Held ; and Philip, a practicing physician at Lake 
Mills, Wisconsin, and a graduate of the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons of Chicago. All the children were given the best of educational 
advantages, since their father was an earnest believer in schools not only 
for his own children, but for the entire community and state. 

Herman Leicht passed his boyhood on the old homestead in Washing- 
ton county. His district schooling was supplemented by a normal course 
at Valparaiso University in Indiana, where he graduated in 1896. His 
advancement since that time has depended upon his own ambition and 
efforts. Three years were spent in teaching in the country, after which 
he returned to Valparaiso, and took the scientific course, graduating in 
1900 with the degree of S. B. His law studies were pursued in the law 
department of the University of Wisconsin, until graduating LL. B. with 
the dass of 1903. For a brief time, Mr. Leicht was in the law offices of 
H. E. Andrews at Portage, and in 1903 he located at Medford, opening 
his present office in August of the same year. His ability and popularity 
were appreciated and in November, 1904, came his first election to the 
office of district attorney. During his administration of the affairs of 
that office, he set a high standard of efficiency, and the citizens of Taylor 
county gladly retained him in office for four consecutive terms, eight 
years in all. In 1912 Mr. Leicht was obliged to decline another nomina- 
tion to the office on account of his large and growing practice, and was 
succeeded by John B. Haggerty. 

On November 18, 1903, Herman Leicht was united in marriage with 
Anna K. Stein. Mrs. Leicht is a daughter of Adam and Marie Stein of 
South Germantown, Wisconsin. Three children have been born to their 
marriage : Sylvia, Gerald, and Annabell. Mr. and Mrs. Leicht reside in 
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Medford, and have a summer home at Lake Easadora, eight miles north- 
west of the town. Mr. Leicht is affiliated with the Masonic order. 

Edward P. Hansen. For a little more than twenty-two years 
Edward F. Hansen has been identified with the Beloit Savings Bank, 
during more than twenty years of which time he has held the office of 
secretary and treasurer of the institution. The character of his service 
in his position has been of that order that stamps him as one of the 
ablest financial men in the community, and while an extended biograph- 
ical review of his life is not practicable here, it is quite in accord with 
the fitness of things that he should be meted recognition among the 
men of the city who have lived worthily among their fellows and estab- 
lished themselves firmly in the community. The bank itself, one of the 
most unique in its system and management that may be found in the 
state, must also come in for a share of comment and notice, and a brief 
history of the concern will be entered at a later point in this review. 

Edward F. Hansen was born on October 7, 1860, at Beloit, Wiscon- 
sin, and he is the son of Carelius and Guri J. Hansen, both natives of 
Norway. The parents came to. America separately and before their- 
marriage, the mother coming in 1851 and the father two years later. 
They were married in Janesville in 1854, and soon thereafter moved 
to Beloit, which has since represented the home of the family. Here 
they have reared their family of six sons and five daughters, nine of 
whom are yet living. 

Carelius Hansen was a blacksmith by trade, but he was a man of 
a singularly inventive turn of mind, and a mechanic of unusual order. 
After a few years of activity in the blacksmith business in Beloit, he 
opened a small factory for the manufacture of walking plows, and for 
years he supplied the local trade. Especially skilfuU in the handling of 
iron and steel, 'he made numerous improvements and original inventions, 
many of which have been universally adopted by all manufacturers 
of plows, and though he derived no great monetary benefit from his 
improvements, it would be difficult to estimate the value of his inven- 
tions to the agricultural industry. 

Edward F. Hansen received his preliminary education in the schools 
of Beloit, and this was followed by a regular apprenticeship to the 
machinist's trade. He worked for some time as a practical machinist 
in the shops of 0. E. Merrill & Company, of Beloit, and in this manner 
he gained a comprehensive knowledge of the operations of a success- 
ful business concern. 

Mr. Hansen has been closely identified with the growth and pros- 
perity of the city he has long known as his home, and has served in 
numerous public offices to that end. In the years of 1885, 1886 and 
1887 he served as city treasurer, and in 1888 he became city clerk, 
an office he held until his resignation in February, 1896. In 1889 he- 
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was elected treasurer of the Beloit School District, which office he held 
for ten years, most successfully and pleasingly to all concerned. In 
1896-6 he was a member of the (Jeneral Assembly, serving from the first 
district of Bock county, and in 1896 he was also a member of the 
Board of Public Works of the city of Beloit. In the years 1897, 1898 
and 1899 he was alderman of the Second Board of Beloit, and in 1901 
he was appointed by Judge Dunwiddie as a member of the Rock county 
board of Jury Commissioners, and he is still a member of this board. 

So much for the public service and activities of Mr. Hansen, but 
there is stiU something to be said of his service with the Beloit Savings 
Bank, which began as early as in 1891, and which has continued with- 
out interruption since that time. 

In order to give an adequate idea of the importance of the bank 
in this city and of Mr. Hansen's service to the city and county in his 
connection with it, somewhat extended mention must be made of the 
bank and its history. As has already been said, the bank is unique 
in Wisconsin in its system and purpose, and, indeed, the annual report 
of the State Bank Examiner of Wisconsin to the governor in 1899 spoke 
of the Beloit Savings Bank as being the only savings bank in the state. 
In order to make clear this somewhat confusing statement, considered 
in the light of the existence of many well known savings banks, so 
called, the following statements culled from an exhaustive article deal- 
ing with this particular bank, are here presented. 

This bank is purely mutual. It has no stockholders or capital stock. 
Its owners are its depositors, who receive the earnings of the bank, 
less what it costs to operate it, and a moderate sum set aside for a sur- 
plus fund. , This bank has no characteristics in common with private, 
state or national banks, except that of receiving deposits. It neither 
buys or sells exchange, makes no collection for the business world, does 
not diseoont notes nor pay out money on checks as is the the custom 
of other banks ; neither does it issue certificates of deposit. It was not 
organized for the benefit of a few stockholders, but for the public good, 
for the industrious and prudent tp secure a safe and profitable invest- 
ment of their earnings until needed for other purposes. 

The deposits of this bank are invested as provided by the laws of 
the state, by a Board of Trustees, who are forbidden under a heavy 
penalty to use or borrow of its funds or to become security for a bor- 
rower. 

The origin of the bank is a matter of considerable interest, and 
something may be said of that here. It is largely the work of one man. 
In 1875 Hon. Sereno T. Merrill, long an honored citizen of Beloit, while 
paying a visit to the scenes of his boyhood, found, in a little man- 
ufacturing village of New Hampshire, a savinprs bank which it was 
commonly felt had contributed not a little to the business and material 
welfare of the community. Mr. Merrill on investigation found that 
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this type of bank was not unusual in the New England states and 
returning to Beloit, often spoken of as a New England City because 
of its having been founded by the New England Emigration Company, 
he resolved to establish a similar bank in his home town. The state 
laws of Wisconsin made no provision for mutual savings banks, but 
that was no great drawback to him, for at the time he was a member 
of the legislature, and he personally prepared a bill, patterned largely 
after the Connecticut Savings Bank laws, and introduced it. One 
year later it was passed, and in November, 1877, it became a law. It 
took just five years pf hard work on th,e part of Mr. Merrill to arrange 
a meeting of his fellow citizens to organize a real savings bank, but it 
was accomplished finally, and was incorporated with forty-four prom- 
inent citizens of Beloit and vicinity. The bank commenced business 
in a modest way, indeed, and during the first year the treasurer of the 
bank, John A. Holmes, donated his services. Mr. Holmes continued 
in service for "eleven years, when ill health compelled his resignation, 
and on February 1, 1892, he was succeeded by Edward F. Hansen, who 
had been a director of the bank for some little time previous, and who 
has continued in the treasurer's office continuously since that time. 

By that time the deposits of the bank had increased to $110,000, 
and the business of the bank began to increase with astonishing rapidity, 
its deposits on July 1, 1893, amounting to $188,000. Then followed 
the financial panic that proved so disastrous to many so-called savings 
banks. The Beloit Saving Bank, however, weathered the storm most 
astonishingly well and while its deposits were considerably reduced, 
it soon regained what it had lost, and with increased confidence on the 
part of the public as a result of the experience of the year, its growth 
became phenomenal. On January 1, 1899, its deposits amounted to 
$330,000, and its increase since that time has been in comparison. Its 
deposits now amounting to $1,863,365. 

After two years service as president, Mr. Merrill, founder of the 
bank, was succeeded by A. L. Chapin, for many years president of Beloit 
College, and in 1885 he in turn wy succeeded by R. J. Dowd, who 
served for many years. Numerous changes in the personnel of the bank 
officials have been made with the passing years, and the officers of the 
bank today are as follows: President, E. G. Smith; vice presidents, 
F. S. Foster and G. A. Dowd ; secretary and treasurer, *Edward F. Han- 
sen. Its finance committee is represented by W. Blazer, E. G. Smith, 
F. S. Foster, T. Gesley and G. A. Dowd, while its board of trustees 
comprises Messrs. Dowd, Kilboum, Foster, E. G. Smith, Keeler, CT. A. 
Smith, Janvrin, Gault, Bort, Hansen, Blazer and Gesley. 

In a previous paragraph what the bank does not do has been 
dwelt upon, and it would seem not more the proper that an idea of 
what the bank does do should be given here. To that end it may be 
said that the investment of the funds of the concern are made prin- 
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cipally on first mortgages on real estate, and that a large majority of 
the loans are in Bock county. It also invests in state, municipal and 
school bonds, the investments being made by the finance committee of 
the bank« 

It is undeniable that the bank has added largely to the development 
of the city. It loans money on easy terms to those who wish to build 
homes, and many there are in Beloit today owning pleasant homes 
who would have reached that fortunate place without the assistance 
of this institution. It is, on the whole, considered one of the finest 
influences for good in the community, and Beloit is fortunate in its 
possession of a financial concern having a purely mutual basis and 
motive. 

Mr. Hansen, who has been a leading spirit in the bank for a good 
many years, is one of the foremost men of the community. He is a 
Republican and is fraternally identified with the Knights of Pythias 
and the Elks of Beloit. He and his family attend the First Congrega- 
tional church of Beloit 

On May 29, 1895, Mr. Hansen was married to Miss Carrie Ross, 
daughter of L. E. and Susan M. Ross of this city. 

M. P. Cannon. Since 1882 Mr. Cannon has been a citizen of Mer- 
rillan, having gone there in the days when it was a logging camp, and 
having been closely identified with its subsequent development as a 
commercial center and with the public affairs of the locality. Mr. 
Cannon now has many interests financial and otherwise in the locality, 
and is one of the best known and most successful citizens. 

Bom April 10, 1864, at Portage, Wisconsin, M. P. Cannon was the 
youngest in a family of twelve children, bom to his father Dennie 
Cannon by two wives. Nine of this large family are living today. Mr. 
Cannon's mother was Cecilia McCurdy. Both were natives of Ire- 
land. The father came to America in 1810, lived a number of years 
in Wilmington, Delaware, and was an early settler of Portage, Wis- 
consin, where he lived the life of a farmer until his death in 1902. 
He was then at the extreme old age of ninety-four years of age. The 
mother died in 1888. 

M. P. Cannon, whose education was supplied by the district and 
parochial schools up to his seventeenth year was apprenticed to a 
marble cutter, and spent three years in learning that trade. In 1882 
he came to Merrillan and with his brother opened a shop and yard 
for making and handling granite monuments. Mr. Cannon still retains 
a financial interest in the firm of Cannon Brothers, though his active 
connection with the firm ceased some years ago. In 1894, during 
Cleveland's second administration, Mr. Cannon was appointed to the 
office of postmaster at Merrillan, and held that office until May 20, 
1898. For twelve years he has served as village supervisor, was chair- 
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man of the county board for one year, was town treasurer of the town of 
Alma and township four years, and in the Democratic convention at Chi- 
cago in 1896 was an alternate delegate. His business relations include 
his place as a director in the First National Bank of Black River Falls, 
a director in the Merchants State Bank of Merrillan, and in 1913 he 
assumed the office of president of the Merrillan Milling Company. 

Since 1898 Mr. Cannon has given his chief attention to the hotel 
business. At that time he and his brother Joseph, purchased and 
assumed management of the Hotel Campbell, a house of public enter- 
tainment equipped in modem detail and conducted in such a manner 
as to win the commendation and continued patronage of the traveling 
public. 

On January 25, 1890, Mr. Cannon was married in Merrillan to Miss 
Mary Justina Merrill. Mrs. Cannon now has tlje distinction of being 
the oldest living inhabitant of Merrillan. She is the only survivor 
in a family of seven children born to Benjamin H. and Katheryn 
(Riggs) Merrill. Her father, who was born at Lincoln, Maine, August 
8, 1828, was for many years prominently identified with the lumber 
industry in Wisconsin. In the fail of 1849, in company with his brother 
L. G. Merrill, he started for the gold fields of California. This enter- 
prise failed through lack of co-operation on the part of his followers 
and instead of going to the Pacific Coast he followed a new lead and 
ventured into the wilderness of Wisconsin in order to exploit the great 
wealth of timber, concerning which he had previously heard. This 
brought him to Black River at a time that is now remote in the history 
of that locality, and he settled about fourteen miles above the falls on 
the east fork. There he erected a sawmill and operated a supply store 
for about one year. With that brief pioneer existence, he returned 
to his native state of Maine, and took up and continued lumbering until 
his return to Wisconsin in 1854. This time he settled in Garden Valley, 
and from there moved to Hixton, where he built a storeroom and con- 
ducted a general merchandise establishment for five years, at the same 
time acquiring other business interests. In 1870 he moved to Merrillan 
and was closely identified with the lumber industry there and one of 
the most prominent in all that section. His brother was his associate, 
and the firm of Merrill Brothers is still well remembered by all old time 
lumbermen in Central Wisconsin. 

Albert G. Felker. The spirit of twentieth century enterprise 
which has stimulated and produced in such an important degree the 
development of many Wisconsin industrial centers, has no better rep- 
resentative than can be found in the Felker Brothers Manufacturing 
Company of Marshfield. These men have done not a little to increase 
the prominence of Marshfield industrially and make the city known for 
its products far beyond the boundaries of the home state. The con- 
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stituent members of the Felker Brothers Company, which is capitalized 
at thirty-five thousand dollars are A. 6. Felker, D. L. Miller, R. T. 
Finucan, and W. D. Felker. Their large plant manufactures wares 
which go out under the trade name ** Perfection,*' and consist of a line 
of galvanized wares comprising steel tanks for stock watering, storage 
and hauling purposes, galvanized steel or blue annealed plate gas welded 
tank heaters, corrugated culvert, well casing, and other staples in this 
line. 

Albert G. Felker was bom February 5, 1882, in Monroe county, 
Wisconsin, a son of Andrew and Anna Felker. His father and mother 
were both bom in Germany, and the father came to America in 1848 with 
his parents who located near Oakdale in Monroe county, Wisconsin. 
He grew up there and acquired the trade of wagon maker, afterwards 
moved to Kendall, and was identified with the hardware business, a line 
he continued until his retirement from active affairs. He is now living 
at Kendall, aged sixty-nine. He was the father of seventeen children, 
ten of whom are still living. During the war he went out as a Union 
soldier, and has been a man who has always maintained a high stand- 
ard of citizenship. 

Albert G. Felker attended the public schools until he was seventeen 
years of age, and much of his early life was employed in mechanical 
work, so that he was well fitted for his present business. He began 
at the age of twenty-one to manufacture the present line of Perfection 
wares, being associated with his brother under the nama of Felker 
Brothers. The Felker Brothers Manufacturing Company was subse- 
quently incorporated, and their product is now shipped into practically 
every state of the Union. 

Mr. Felker is one of the vigorous young citizens of Marshfield, public 
spirited in all his relations with the community, and has many times 
shown himself a staunch friend of material progress and civic welfare. 
At the present time he is mayor of the city of Marshfield, filling out 
an unexpired term. The mayor elected previously was, under the new 
charter of the city of Marshfield recalled by the people, and Mr. 
Felker by popular vote was chosen to fill the place thus made vacant 
by popular decree. He is the first oflBcial to fill the office under this new 
plan of government by recall in the state of Wisconsin. Mr. Felker 
is a member of the Catholic church, and affiliates with the Knights of 
Columbus, the Catholic Order of Foresters, and the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. On September 4, 1907, he married Miss 
Esther Finucan. Their children are: Edwin J., born February 10, 
1909 ; Alberta Marie, bom October 5, 1911 ; and Vernon Patrick, born 
July 19, 1912. 

Wai/tbb W. Peck, M. D. The career of Dr. Peck as a physician 

and surgeon and as a citizen has been entirely passed within the bound- 
voL vra— 1 9 
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aries of Lafayette eouiity, where for thirty years he has stood as one 
of the foremost representatives of his profession. Some years after 
the beginning of his practice as a general physician, he took post grad- 
uate in surgery courses, and has always been abreast of his time in his 
profession. Socially Dr. Peck belongs to one of the old families, and 
his wife is the daughter of one of the most noted pioneers in south- 
western Wisconsin. 

Dr. Walter W. Peck was born in Lafayette county, at Darlington, 
Wisconsin, January 19, 1860, a son of L. S. and Lovisa (Robinson) 
Peck. The parents were both bom in New York State, and settled in 
Lafayette county, Wisconsin in 1858. His father was a carpenter 
and contractor, and followed that business actively until 1882, when 
he moved to Adams county, and died at Kilboume City, in 1901. Dur- 
ing the Civil war he went out with the Forty-sixth Wisconsin Infantry, 
and saw some severe service as a defender of the Union. There were 
three children in the family: Clara, who still lives with the mother 
at Kilbourne City, Wisconsin; Walter William, of this sketch; and 
George, who is a pharmacist now located in Chicago. 

Dr. Peck grew up in Lafayette county, had a high school education 
at Darlington, and deciding upon the profession of medicine for a 
career, began study under Dr. Smith. He is a graduate of Rush Med- 
ical College of Chicago, with the class of 1883, and since that time has 
practiced in Lafayette county, with only such interruptions as have 
been occasiqped by his later studies in post-graduate courses. For six 
and a half years he practiced at Fayette, where he located immediately 
on griaduating from Rush Medical College. For the past twenty-five 
years he has been kept busy by a growing practice at Darlington. In 
1895 Dr. Peck graduated from the New York Post-Qraduate School of 
Medicine, having specialized in surgery and in the diseases of the eye, 
ear, nose and throat. In 1900 he took special work in Chicago, and 
again in 1904 at the same city. Dr. Peck is a member of the Tri-State 
Medical Society, covering the states of Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin, 
the Wisconsin Medical Society, the North American Association of 
Surgeons, and the American Medical Association. Dr. Peck has been 
prominently identified with the city's interests, and has served as chair- 
man of the town, and also of the county board. He is a Republican 
in politics. He was chairman of the town for two years, and chairman 
of the county board one year, and is now mayor of Darlington, having 
held that oflBce during 1912-13-14. 

On May 3, 1888, Dr. Peck married Miss Nannie (Moore) Parkinson, 
a daughter of Peter Parkinson and a granddaughter of Daniel Morgan 
Parkinson. Dr. Peck and wife have one daughter, Helena, born Feb- 
ruary 9, 1891. 

Col. Daniel Morgan Parkinson, grandfather of Mrs. Peck, was a 
man whose career should not pass without mention in any history of 
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Wisconsin. He was one of the first and most prominent settlers in 
Lafayette county. Daniel Morgan Parkinson was bom in Carter county, 
in east Tennessee, October 20, 1790, the son of Peter Parkinson, a sturdy 
Scotchman, while on the maternal side the immediate ancestors have 
borne a conspicuous part in the Revolutionary army. The mother of 
Daniel Morgan Parkinson was Mary Morgan, whose brother was the 
intrepid General Daniel Morgan, commander of Morgan's Famous Rifle- 
men, in the campaigns which drove British arms out of the Carolinas. 
When Colonel Parkinson was a child of two years, his father died, and 
the mother was left with seven small children to support in the midst 
of the wilderness of the new southwest, which had just begun to echo 
to the iSlows of the ax of the white men. She proved equal to the 
emergencies of the situation, and reared and faithfully cared for her 
children, though she was unable to afford them the advantages of a 
liberal education, such as that time were within reach only of the 
wealthiest classes. After residing for some time in Illinois and Iowa, 
Colonel Daniel Morgan Parkinson in 1827 located at New Diggins, 
then in Iowa county of Wisconsin territory. In 1829 he moved to 
Mineral Point, and there erected the third cabin in that vicinity. That 
cabin became known as the Mineral Point Hotel, and many a traveler, 
miner, and early settler found refreshment and rest in that old inn. 
In 1833 he bought a quarter section of land from Colonel Moore, in what 
is now the town of Willow Springs, Lafayette county. Sometime later 
a house was built on that land, and that was the nucleus of the home- 
stead for the family. Daniel Parkinson died there in October, 1868. 
No man was better known or more highly esteemed in that part of 
Wisconsin than Colonel Parkinson. Besides his work as an early 
pioneer and settler, he served as captain, major and colonel in the 
territorial militia, and saw active service in the Winnebago war, as 
lieutenant, and during the Black Hawk War commanded the Fifth 
Company of Michigan Mounted Volunteers. Three times he was 
elected to the legislature of the territory, and in 1846 was elected to 
represent the county of Iowa in the Constitutional Convention, which 
drew up the organic law under which Wisconsin became a state. Dr. 
Peck is now one of the most prominent and successful surgeons in 
southwest Wisconsin. He is remarkably well preserved and bids fair 
to live and continue his work for many years. 

A. K. Beyees. Now living retired at his home in Medford, Mr. 
Beyers was one of the early lumbermen of Portage county, and was 
associated with many of the men whose names stand for successful 
enterpise in that section. Mr. Beyers has had his home in Wisconsin 
for the past thirty-seven years, and until his retirement a few years ago 
was for a long time engaged in the quiet vocation of farming. He 
is especially well known about Stevens Point, Portage county. 
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Andrew K. Beyers, like many of the early Wisconsin lumbermen, 
came from the New England States. His birth occurred in Vermont, 
August 1, 1843. His parents were Thomas and Barbara (Breene) 
Beyers, of old and substantial New England stock. Thomas Beyers 
was a farmer and merchant in the east, and about in 1850 moved to 
Ohio, locating on a farm near Mount Vernon, where his death occurred. 
His wife died in Pennsylvania, where the family spent ^ few months 
on their way to Ohio. There were seven children in the family, two 
of whom died in childhood, the others being named as follows : John, 
deceased; John, a farmer in Illinois; Barbara, widow of E. R. Doan, of 
Milwaukee; Andrew K. ; Ruth, wife of William J. Haskins, of Mil- 
waukee. 

Seven years of age when the family moved to Ohio, Mr. Beyers 
grew up in that state, and divided the time of his youth between 
Attendance at the district schools and working on the homestead. 
With the beginning of his independent career, one winter was spent 
in school teaching and his services were next employed in a general 
store, whose proprietor was known as old **Bill Thompson" at Thomp- 
son's Comer. His next employment was in a sawmill at Mt. Vernon 
and that gave him his first familiarity with the practical business of 
lumbering. About 1876 Mr. Beyers removed to Wisconsin, locating in 
Portage county, where he went through all the experiences of a lumber- 
man, working in the woods and also rafting on the. river for several 
years. Prom lumbering he turned his attention to farming, buying 
-eighty acres of land, and along with the production of general crops 
made a specialty of potato growing. About six years ago, having sold 
his farm to his son Richard, he retired to Amherst, and in May, 1913, 
moved to Medford, where he and his wife now live. 

Mr. Beyers was first married at Mount Vernon, Ohio, to Nancy Ham- 
mond. At her death, five years later, three children were left, namely : 
Nancy, now deceased, who married Frank Walters, and left one child, 
Earl, who has in turn married and has a child, Pauline, the great-grand- 
daughter of Mr. H. A. Beyers; Ernest, deceased; Mary, wife of H. P. 
Winters, of Milwaukee, and the mother of Thomas and Robert. 

On Christmas day of 1879, Mr. Beyers was united in marriage with 
Marion Thompson, daughter of R. M. Thompson, one of the old settlers 
at Stevens Point, Wisconsin. To their union were bom four children, 
namely:- James, a physician; Hannah, deceased; Pauline, wife of E. 
A. Dean, and the mother of one child, Edgar; and Richard, who now 
owns and conducts the old home farm near Stevens Point. 

Mr. Beyers and family are members of the Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church in Medford. A Democrat in politics, he has never sought any 
oflBce, and has been content to do his duty quietly and as a private 
citizen lend his co-operation and influence for the benefit of the com- 
munity. Mr. Beyers recalls many pleasant incidents concerning his 
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early days in Wisconsin, and in those years he frequently walked across 
the country from Stevens Point to Medford, the latter being then a 
small village in the midst of the lumber district. 

Qeorge W. Peterson. The name of George W. Peterson is perhaps 
as widely known among the old settlers of northern Wisconsin as that of 
any other, and wherever it is spoken it recalls a hardy lumberman whose 
high-tide of vigorous activity fell across the period when lumbering was 
an industry only for the strong and daring. His experience as a lum- 
berman covers nearly half a century, and for thirty-three years his home 
has been in Price county. 

He was bom in Ontario, Dominion of Canada, January 16, 1847, a 
son of David and Loraine (Williams) Peterson, both of old Canadian 
families. David Peterson the father, was a farmer, and died in Canada 
six weeks before his wife passed away. They were the parents of twelve 
children, and their names are mentioned as follows : Nancy J., deceased 
wife of George Lenox ; Marshall B., George W., Delilah, wife of Thomas 
Harrison; Hiram A., James, Cinderella, deceased; Celestia, wife of 
George Hogel ; Amanda, Manley ; Prances, wife of Schuyler Clancy ; and 
Herbert. 

The boyhood days of George W. Peterson were passed in Canada, and 
his advantages in the way of book learning were afforded by a brief attend- 
ance at a district school, situated three miles from his father's farm. As 
soon as his strength permitted he was put to work on his hoipe place, and 
at the age of nineteen crossed the boundary line and found employment 
with the well known lumberman, D. J. Spaulding, at Black River Palls, 
in Wisconsin. Mr. Spaulding was then engaged in extensive logging and 
lumbering operations along the Black River, and the first connection of 
George Peterson with the Spaulding outfit was as *'cookee," in one of the 
camps. The position of cookee is one of the humblest in the lumber indus- 
try, and from that George Peterson quickly promoted himself by his 
industry and his capacity for all kinds of work, and remained with Mr. 
Spaulding altogether for a period of five years. 

In 1869 he took up a homestead in what is now the town of Colby, in 
Clark county, and has the distinction of having erected the first house in 
that township. That was the center of his operations for six years, dur- 
ing which time he did farming in the summer and logging in the winter 
seasons. He then was for four years employed by the P. A. Cook inter- 
ests of Neenah engaged in logging in Clark county. 

About 1880 when Phillips was a small lumber village, George W. 
Peterson located the mill for P. A. Cook and John R. Davis in this town. 
Cook & Davis kept his services, and when Mr. Davis took over all the 
interests, and organized the John R. Davis Lumber Company, ^Ir. Peter- 
son remained as overseer of the logging department and also as a timber 
locator. In this capacity, Mr. Peterson opened up most of the timber 
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lands in this part of Wisconsin. When the John R. Davis Lumber Com- 
pany was taken over by the present firm, the Kneeland-McClurg Lumber 
Company, Mr. Peterson retired from active service, but even now is dften 
called upon by the new management to locate a piece of timber. 

Probably no man in this section of the state has had a wider experi- 
ence in the outdoor branch of the lumber business than George W. Peter- 
son. He is one of the oldest, if not the oldest lumberman in point of 
service in this vicinity, and is known not only in Price coiinty, but all the 
adjacent sections. For. weeks in the earlier days, his home was in the 
woods, with the glimmering stars above him as he slept rolled in his 
blanket by the camp fire, and the infinite life of wild nature wafe about 
him as he went along in his lonely duties during the day. 

On September 28, 1870, Qeorge W. Peterson was married to Mary A. 
Rensimer, a daughter of Joseph Rensimer, who came from Ohio, and took 
up a claim in Clark county, Wisconsin in the early days. Mr. and Mrs. 
Peterson are the parents of the following children : Grace A., the widow 
of Neil Murray, has two children, Eleanor and Marion, and resides in 
Superior ; May is the wife of Eugene Hebert, of Phillips, Wisconsin, and 
has five children, Eunice and Eugene, twins ; Lucy, George, and Rowland ; 
George Warren, when nineteen years of age, died in service as a soldier 
of the Spanish American war at Anderson, Alabama; Harry A.; Ruth 
is the wife of Howard Cress, of Duluth, Minnesota, and has one child, 
Stanley ; and David. 

•Mr. Peterson has taken much pride and pains in giving his children 
the best possible educational advantages. Mr. Peterson has seen the 
development of Phillips from a lumber camp to one of the thriving inland 
villages of northern Wisconsin. He was here when the fire destroyed all 
but thirteen houses, in 1894, and has done his share of civic service in 
the community. Recently Mr. Peterson sold his fine large residence in 
Phillips, and he and his wife now reside comfortably in a smaller home. 
His fraternal affiliations are with the Blue Lodge and Chapter of the 
Masonic Order in Phillips, and with the Lodge and Encampment of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is a Democrat in politics, 
and attends the Presbyterian church. 

Franz Markus. Recently appointed postmaster at Medford, and 
for many years editor of Der Waldbote, a German weekly paper at 
Taylor county, Mr. Markus has been identified with Medford and Tay- 
lor county as a resident for a quarter of a century, and has long been 
one of the influential leaders, not only in all civic afl^airs, but particu- 
larly in the Democratic party, his personality and his work as an editor 
having done much to solidify and strengthen the party organization in 
this section of the state. 

Franz Markus was bom at Friedberg, in the German part of Bo- 
hemia, on November 2, 1857, a son of Anton and Marie Markus. 
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Franz Markus received a good education, both in the common and 
the training schools of his native land. His school days were followed 
by a four years' apprenticeship in the felt manufacturing business, and 
when his apprenticeship was completed, he worked for six years as a 
journeyman in some of the largest factories of Europe. With that exper- 
ience, and with his acciimulated capital, Mr. Markus engaged in manu- 
facturing felt hats, boots, and other goods of that quality, on his own 
account. The year 1884 saw the immigration of Mr. Markus to the 
United States, and his location at Sheboygan, Wisconsin. During the 
next three years his services were employed in the chair and furniture 
factory at Sheboygan, and in 1887 he came to Medford. Here he 
became identified with Der Waldbote as reporter and assistant editor. 
Der Waldbote was established at Medford in 1882 by Joseph Brucker. 
In 1891 Mr. Markus was made editor of the paper, and its influence and 
business success are largely the result of his editorial management. 
Der Waldbote now has a circulation of twelve hundred and fifty copies 
per week, its columns contain all the news of the county, and also for- 
eign dispatches, and as an advertising medium it is regarded as one of 
the best papers in this section of Wisconsin, reaching practically all the 
German population. Der Waldbote is published by the German Pub- 
lishing Company, which was incorporated in 1890 with a capital of ten 
thousand dollars, four thousand dollars of which is paid up. Frank J. 
Markus is president of the company, Mrs. Josef a (Wenhart) Markus is 
vice president, and Franz Markus is secretar>' and treasurer and editor. 

On April 16, 1881, Franz Markus was married to Josef a Wenhart, 
and they are the parents of six children : Frank J., a well known attor- 
ney at Medford ; Jordan ; Joseph ; Oscar ; Mary ; and Anna. 

The politics of Mr. Markus has been strongly Democratic since Cleve- 
land 's first term. The people of this locality often refer to him as the 
leader of his party in Taylor county, he has done much poltical speak- 
ing during the campaign, and commanding both the German and Eng- 
lish languages, is a valued worker for his party and for good citizen- 
ship. He possesses a great number of warm friends and admirers, and 
enters upon his duties as postmaster with the implicit confidence of the 
community. Mr. Markus is a member of the Family Protective Asso- 
ciation, and he and his household are identified with the Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church at Medford. 

Dr. C. Kelnhoper. In 1912 the citizens of Taylor county elected 
him to the office of sheriff, one who grew up and has lived in that sec- 
tion of Wisconsin, practically all his life and whose personality and 
business activities have long commended him to the confidence and 
esteem of his community. At the time of Dr. Kelnhofer's candidacy 
for his present office, it is said that some of the stock men in Taylor 
county hesitated to vote for him, feeling that while he would make a 
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good sheriff, the duties of that oflSce would keep him from his practice 
as a veterinary surgeon. Dr. Kelnhofer has practiced his profession at 
Medford since 1905, was the first graduate veterinary to locate in the 
county, and has proved a valuable aid to the stockmen and farmers, who 
very naturally were reluctant to be deprived of his services. However, 
Dr. Kelnhofer still finds time to attend to the duties of his large prac- 
tice over the country about Medford. 

Clement Kelnhofer was bom in Bohemia, November 22, 1876, a son 
of Joseph and Mary Kelnhofer, who came to the United States with 
their family in 1878. They at once located at Medford, Wisconsin, 
which at that time was a bustling little lumber town. The family re- 
mained behind while the father went on to the lumber camps at what 
is now Chelsea, where he built a shanty and his wife and children fol- 
lowed him to that place. After considerable experience in lumbering 
the father took up a homestead near Rib Lake, where he and his wife still 
reside. They were the parents of eight children, whose names are as 
follows : George ; Joseph ; Mary, wife of James Haney ; Clement ; Anna, 
wife of John Jearoquets; Helen, wife of Bert Erickson; Matilda, wife 
of Martin Christensen ; and Miss Rosina. The Jast two were twins. 

Dr. Kelnhofer having left his native land when an infant, has no 
recollection of that country. He grew to manhood in Wisconsin, was 
educated in the public schools, and while still a boy got his first experi- 
ence in practical affairs by work in the woods. Subsequently his labor 
was employed in a tannery at Rib Lake. Good wages were paid to hira 
there, and from his savings he was able to take a course in pharmacy 
at Colby under Dr. R. E. Summers, the well known dean of the Milwau- 
kee College of Pharmacy. His experience at Colby enabled him to open 
a drug business for himself at Rib Lake, and later he and his brother 
George expanded the business from exclusive drugs into a general store. 
That enterprise prospered, and was carried on for several years. The 
brothers also bought and sold timber, dealt in produce, and transacted 
a business of a general and very successful nature. Then for a brief 
period Dr. Kelnhofer followed the carpenter trade, and did mill work 
and also some building contracting. 

His residence at Medford began in 1900, and his first employment 
was as a clerk in the drug store of Dr. C. G. Suits now deceased, whose 
enterprise is now conducted by his sons, the Suits Brothers. Four years 
were spent with the elder Suits, 'and Mr. Kelnhofer then went to Kan- 
sas City, and took a course in the Kansas City Veterinary College, where 
he was graduated and received his diploma in 1905. Returning to Tay- 
lor county, he began practice as the first graduate veterinary, and in 
order to ek6 out his income from his early practice continued work in 
the Suits Drug Store. In a short while his practice had grown to such 
an extent that he was compelled to give all his attention to it, and re- 
signed his work in th^ drug store. For a short time Dr. Kelnhofer had 
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a partner, Dr. George E. Abbott, but since then has practiced alone. 
Dr. Kelnhofer was the nominee of the Eepublicans of Taylor county for 
the office of sheriff, and succeeded Pat Mulalley, the former Democratic 
incumbent. The doctor is afSliated with. the Modem Woodmen of 
America, and with both the Blue Lodge and Chapter of Masonry at 
Medford. On June 22, 1899, Clement Kelnhofer was married to Edna 
Stiles. They are the parents of one child, Alva Clementine, bom June 
2, 1907. 

DbWitt Van Ostrand. In the prosperous and rapidly developing 
country about Phillips, no one is better known through long years of 
residence, or more esteemed by reason of honorable success in business 
than DeWitt Van Ostrand, president of the Good Land Company, one 
of the old settlers in this vicinity, and one who has witnessed the 
progress of Price county from a time when it was in a state of nature 's 
wilderness. Beginning his career here as a wage earner, after a quar- 
ter of a century, Mr. Van Ostrand has won a place of distinctive 
influence and individual power in the community and is regarded as 
one of the wealthiest men in that section of the state. 

All his life has been passed within the limits of Wisconsin, and 
he was bom near Fond du Lac, August 29, 1867. His parents were 
DeWitt C. and Eliza (Wheeler) Van Ostrand. DeWitt C. Van 
Ostrand, or *'D. C.,'* ae he was familiarly known, was one of the 
pioneers of Neenah, and a man of large interests, and made a dis- 
tinctive place for himself during his long career in Wisconsin. At 
one time he was the associate of James K. Scribner in the operation of 
a grist mill near Fond du Lac. Later Hiram Smith and Van Ostrand 
established the first print paper mill in the state of Wisconsin, at 
Neenah. The date of that establishment, one which is important in the 
history of Wisconsin manufacturing, was 1869. **D. C." Van Ostrand 
and his partner, Mr. Smith, were also interested in the old Moore 
foundry, now the Bergstrom Stove Works at Neenah. The paper mill 
was finally sold to the Kimberly Clark Company, and the foundry to 
the Bergstrom brothers. In his younger career **D. C' Van Ostrand 
was elected to the state legislature. However, he was in no sense a 
politician, and accepted political honors only for the opportunity it 
gave him to advance the cause of good government. His last years 
were spent in retirement, and in extensive travel. His death occurred 
in Neenah in 1905 when seventy-eight years of age, his wife having 
passed away many years before. 

DeWitt Van Ostrand, of Phillips, was third in a family of four 
children, the others being: Hattie, wife of Charles Cotton, of Chicago; 
Edwin H., president of the Craig Mountain Lumber Company, at 
Winchester, Idaho; and Laura, wife of Lyall J. Pinkerton, of Neenah. 

The Van Ostrand home at Neenah was one of comfort and culture, 
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and the children were given excellent advantages and offered all the 
privileges of education. DeWitt Van Ostrand after completing his 
work in the grammar and high schools at Neenah, and attending a couple 
of years at Depauw University in Greencastle, Indiana, chose to make 
his start in life independently, and entirely on his own resources. His 
father offered to give him some assistance in starting in business, but it 
was his individual preference to rely only upon himself, and thus in 
the best sense of the word, he is a self-made man, and has won his 
high position in business through his own good judgment and perse- 
vering industry. His first practical experience was four months in 
a paper mill conducted by A. W. Patton, of Appleton, Wisconsin. 
While at Appleton, he continued his education by night study in the 
DeLands Business College in Appleton. 

In 1888, having reached his majority, Mr. Van Ostrand came to 
Phillips, which was then a little lumber town, and apparently all its 
future was bound up with the lumber industry. The John R. Davis 
Lumber Company was the big concern operating in this vicinity at that 
time, and Mr. Van Ostrand foimd employment with that firm as clerk 
in the company's store. His wages were thirty dollars a month. Later 
he was promoted to timekeeper, and from that to the yards as salesman, 
and subsequently became bookkeeper in the oflSce of the Davis Lumber 
Company, with which concern his employment continued for about five 
years. Mr. Van Ostrand had vision, and that qualification had much 
to do with his remarkable supcess as a business man. He has always 
been a hard worker, and along with foresight and judgment has com- 
bined the ability to do things. On coming to Phillips he was one of 
the few who could foresee the bright future in store for the town, and 
on the basis of his judgment he began at once to invest his savings in 
real estate. After leaving the Davis Lumber Company he went east 
and also worked for a time as clerk in the old Manufacturers Bank at 
Neenah, his old home. His interest in Phillips, however, soon caused 
him to return, and since then he has devoted all his time to the real 
estate business. 

On returning to Phillips he was already the proprietor of several 
houses in the town, and continued to manage his own property and 
act as broker for others for some years. On the twenty-seventh of July, 
1894, like many others in Phillips, he was burned out by the destruct- 
ive fire which carried away the greater part of the city. This was only 
a temporary set-back, however. His land was still intact, he had some 
insurance, and some money in the bank, and with these resources he at 
once rebuilt and began an aggressive campaign to extend his interests 
and his fortune. About that time Mr. Van Ostrand bought a grocery 
store and a retail lumber yard. The latter was conducted under his 
personal supervision and very prosperously, until 1898, when it was 
sold and the grocery store had been disposed of some time previously. 
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Along in those years, Mr. Van Ostrand Was also extensively engaged in 
logging, and leased a shingle mill, which he operated with much profit 
for several months. Now for a number of years, Mr. Van Ostrand has 
given his entire attention to the land and timber business. The Good 
Land Company, of which he is president, was incorporated November 
27, 1901, with a capital stock of five thousand dollars. This company 
has never declared any dividends, and all its surplus has been returned 
for investment in the business. It now owns over fifty thousand acres 
of lands and timber in Price, Iron and Ashland counties, valued at 
four hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. Besides his many pri- 
vate interests, Mr. Van Ostrand is also president, and was the organ- 
izer of the Neenah-Oregon Land Company, a Wisconsin corporation 
privileged to transact business in the state of Oregon. This was incor- 
porated in July, 1910. This company now owns one billion feet of 
standing timber in Western Oregon, and is without indebtedness. 

On September 30, 1896, Mr. Van Ostrand married Miss Anna A. 
Buck, a daughter of George W. Buck of Berlin, Wisconsin.. The chil- 
dren of ^Ir. Van Ostrand and wife are as follows : Clinton, Gerald, and 
Althea. Mr. Van Ostrand was reared in the Presbyterian church, 
with which he and his wife are communicants, and he is one of the 
elders. His politics is Republican, but with his large private business 
interests he has had no official relations with public affairs. He is 
strictly a business man and a home lover, and has affiliations with no 
lodges, and finds his greatest pleasure in the domestic circle. How- 
ever, his public spirit has been a dependable quantity in Phillips, and 
his name alwaj'^s appears in connection with any enterprise undertaken 
for the general welfare of the locality. 

Marquis D. Moore. The amassing of a great fortune may be the end 
and aim of many a man's life, but to gather wealth through business 
ability and to distribute it wisely and well has been the ambition of 
such men as the late Marquis D. Moore, who came to Wisconsin in 1864, 
was for many years an active lumberman in the Wolf River Valley, and 
by his extensive milling operations at Fond du Lac became one of the 
wealthiest citizens of that city. Few men in that section of the state 
impressed themselves more conspicuously on the business developments 
and used their influence more beneficially for the founding and fos- 
tering of enterprises devoted to high ideals along the lines of education, 
church and good citizenship. 

Marquis D. Moore was bom in Hampden county, Massachusetts, 
July 25, 1825, and died at his home in Fond du Lac, December 14, 1903, 
being then in his seventy-ninth year. His parents were Warham and 
Lucretia (Bosworth) Moore. His mother's father was Captain Bos- 
worth, an officer in the war of 1812. In 1830, Lucretia Moore died, and 
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the son Marquis was then sent to live with an aunt in Lewis county. 
New York, which remained his home until his sixteenth year, and in 
the meantime he had acquired a fairly substantial education in the 
common schools. On returning to South Hampden he found a home 
with a family by the name of Strong, and lived there until reaching 
manhood, getting a home and some advantages in the way of schooling in 
return for his labor in the lumber camp and in farming. At the time 
he was of age he was ready to start out with his trade as carpenter, but 
could get work in that line only during the summer months. The 
winter months were spent in cutting timber and cordwood, for the market. 
Some of his months during early manhood were also spent as a worker 
in the Organ Factory at Westfield, Massachusetts. Like many other 
successful men, Mr. Moore laid the foundation for his subsequent wealth, 
and large business enterprise by close economy and watchful attention 
to details during his youth. After he had acquired some capital, his 
first independent venture was in the millinery and fancy dry goods 
business at Westfield, which was his location and his vocation for some 
ten or eleven years. 

Having disposed of his business interests in Massachusetts, Mr. 
Moore in 1864 started for the west, it being his intention to locate in 
Minnesota, but was persuaded to stop at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. There 
a portion of his capital was invested in a saw mill that had been erected, 
and after about three years he became sole owner of that business. 
From that time until his death Mr. Moore was actively identified with 
lumber milling. The mill which he first purchased on coming to Fond 
du Lac had been built by a Mr. Crane, and E. H. Galloway was his 
first associate in business. In 1871 Edwin H. Galloway, who had been 
a pioneer settler in Fond du Lac in 1848, transferred his interests to 
his brother, Charles A. Galloway, and in 1884 the industry was incor- 
porated under the firm name of Moore and Galloway Company. Mr. 
Moore was elected president of the new corporation, and was executive 
head of the company until his death nearly twenty years later. 

When death came and removed this veteran lumberman and citizen, 
his body was borne to its last resting place by six employes of the Moore 
& Galloway Lumber Company, and several of these pall-bearers had 
been associated with Mr. Moore for upwards of forty years. Comment- 
ing on this unique fact, the Fond du Lac Reporter said editorially: 
*' There was a lesson worth learning in the funeral of Marquis D. Moore. 
It was the lesson of fair dealing between employer and employe. Few 
there are, who can have the honor of being borne to the grave by men 
who have worked with and for them for forty years. ^Ir. Moore needs 
no other eulogy. There can be nothing to say that will add to the lus- 
tre of a man's memory after it is said of him that he treated his employes 
so well that they remained with him a life time. In these days of con- 
tention between employer and employes it is good to find cases like 
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this." The Moore & Galloway Lumber Company was capitalized at two 
hundred and thirty thousand dollars, and was one of the largest in the 
field of active operation in this section of the state. The company con- 
trolled large tracts of timber land, had its own mills, and manufactured 
quantities of sash, doors and blinds for the outside market. The offi- 
cers of the company a short time before the death of Mr. Moore were : 
M. D. Moore, president; H. W. Moore, vice president; E. N. Milhills, 
secretary; and C. A. Galloway, treasurer. 

The late Mr. Moore was a man who always showed a high sense of 
his responsibility in the use and distribution of the means which his 
business enterprise had given him. He was especially liberal in pro- 
moting the activities of his own church, the Methodist, and a year or so 
before his death, gave a handsome parsonage to the Division Street 
Methodist Church in Fond du Lac. This parsonage was built at a cost 
of four thousand dollars. Mr. Moore was identified as an active mem- 
ber with the Methodist church for more than half a century, and dur- 
ing his lifetime served as a member of the board of trustees and a 
member of the General Board of Stewards and class leaders of the Divi- 
sion Street Church. He was at one time superintendent of the Sunday 
school. His interest in church affairs caused him to be connected with 
some of the broader church parties, and he was president of the board 
of church extension in the Wisconsin Conference, and in 1884 repre- 
sented the Wisconsin Conference at the General Conference in Philadel- 
phia. His practical work in behalf of local education was also note- 
worthy. Mr. Moore for a numjber of years was a member of the Fond 
du Lac board of education and for several years its president. His 
politics was Republican, he cast his vote for the first presidential candi- 
date on that ticket and continued staunchly to support the principles 
and policies of the Grand Old Party until the close of his life. He was 
a charter member of the Fond du Lac lodge of Knights of Honor and 
also had affiliation with the Masonic and Odd Fellows Fraternity. 

In 1853 Mr. Moore married Miss Elida S. Thatcher, of Keene, New 
Hampshire. They became the parents of four children: Minnie E., 
wife of B. L. Shepard, of Chicago. Henry W., Edwin M., and Fred 
M., sons, being interested in the milling and lumber industry founded 
by their father. Mrs. Moore survives her husband and resides in the old 
homestead at 249 East Division Street in Fond du Lac. 

William F. Winsob. President of the State Bank of Mauston, Mr. 
Winsor is one of the foremost business men of Juneau county, and has 
been identified with commercial affairs at Mauston for the past thirty 
years. William F. Winsor was born at Mauston, August 21, 1862, a 
son of Fernando and Mary H. (Munsel) Winsor. His father was for 
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many years a well known attorney at Mauston, and was also a merchant, 
and both he and his wife died in this town. William F. Winsor was 
reared and educated in Juneau county, and began his career as manager 
of a store from 1884 to 1890. One year was then spent as assistant post- 
master, after which he was cashier of the Juneau County Bank up to 
1899. Public office then called him and he was chosen by the people of 
Juneau county as registrar of deeds, and he held that important county 
office for six years. He then became connected with his present bank, 
and in October, 1904, was made president, the office which he has held 
ever since. Mr. Winsor has served as chairman of the Republican 
county committee, has served as city clerk, and also as member of the 
city council and has taken a leading and public-spirited interest in 
everything pertaining to the welfare of Mauston and vicinity. At the 
present time besides his bank, he is also a director and treasurer of the 
Mauston Electric Service Company. He attends the Episcopal church 
and his fraternal affiliations are with the Northern Light Lodge No. 81, 
F. & A. M. and with Odd Fellows Lodge No. 281. 

In 1884 Mr. Winsor married Frances Remington, a daughter of 
Daniel L. Remington. The children of that marriage were Herbert M., 
Fernando I., Harold D., George G., and Ella. The mother of the fam- 
ily died in 1907, and in August, 1908, Mr. Winsor married Lillian Good- 
house, a daughter of Julius C. Goodhouse. The one child of this union 
is Katherine. 

John J. Jamieson. Mercantile pursuits in their various phases have 
in the life of John J. Jamieson given way to banking interests, and he 
has been engaged in this latter field since 1908. He has been since 1910 
cashier of the First National Bank of ShuUsburg, Wisconsin, that being 
one of the solid and conservative banking institutions in this part of the 
state. To his duties as cashier Mr. Jamieson has brought all those latent 
qualities of business tact and financial wisdom that close and exacting 
experience has developed in him, and he has added not a little to the 
effectiveness of the concern with which he is connected in his official 
capacity. Mr. Jamieson was President of group number two of The 
Wisconsin Bankers Association during 1912. 

John J. Jamieson was born in ShuUsburg, Wisconsin, on September 
18, 1870, and he is a son of William and Johanna (Ahern) Jamieson, 
both natives of Ireland. They came to America in 1869 and located in 
ShuUsburg in Lafayette county, where they still live. Six children were 
bom to these parents: John J., Minnie, William H., Agnes, Gerald W, 
and Regina, all of whom are living today. John J., the eldest of these 
six, attended the schools of his native community up to his eighteenth 
year, at which time he took employment with a local mining company 
known as the Wisconsin Lead & Zinc Company. From a clerk in their 
offices he worked his way up to the post of assistant manager, and in 
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1893 he withdrew from his connection with that company and be- 
came identified with the mercantile business in this city. For fifteen 
years he continued in that enterprise, and in 1908 he turned his atten- 
tion to banking, entering the First National Bank as assistant cashier 
and in 1910 being given the post of cashier, in which capacity he has 
since continued. 

The bank, which was established in 1884 as a state bank, was nation- 
alized in 1889, and is reckoned among the safe and conservative financial 
institutions of Wisconsin. It has a capital of $50,000, with surplus and 
profits. of $27,000, and has for its officers and directors men who are 
well known for solid purpose and accomplishment in those fields with 
which they have been identified. William Look is president of the 
bank, with Will H. Look as vice presid^t, while its directorate claims 
besides its president, vice president, and cashier John Hebenstreit, 
Judge J. B. Simpson, M. A. O'Brien, and C. G. Aston, a list that will 
speak for itself in any community where the men are known. 

A Democrat in his political conviction, Mr. Jamieson has been alder- 
man from his ward in the city. During his term he gave eflScient and 
praiseworthy service in his capacity as a member of that board. His 
fraternal relations are maintained as a member of the ShuUsburg Coun- 
cil, No. 1501, Knights of Columbus, of which he was Grand Knight for 
three years, and he is also a member of the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks. In both of these he is popular and prominent with his 
brother members. 

On October 2, 1895, Mr. Jamieson was united in marriage with Miss 
Minnie Hillemeyer, a daughter of Frank and Mary A. (Lunning) Hil- 
lemeyer, both of ShuUsburg. To them have been bom seven children, 
all of whom are living, and who are named as follows : Frances M., born 
February 8, 1897 ; Josephine W., born August 31, 1898 ; Raymond W., 
bom April 7, 1901 ; Marion, born April 21, 1903 ; Winifred, bom April 
22, 1904; Mary, bom August 22, 1906; and Rosalie, bom November 
3, 1908. 

John P. WriLIams. Though his actual banking experiences have 
extended over a period of more than thirty years, interspersed with 
occasional periods of attention to other lines, John P. Williams has been 
identified with the Farmers & Merchants Bank of ShuUsburg since 1909, 
the year in which he assisted in its organization and became its cashier, 
which position he continued to hold until January, 1913, when he was 
elected to the post of president of the bank. In the years that he has 
devoted to the business of finance, he has acquainted himself most thor- 
oughly with this field of enterprise, and is recognized among banking 
men in this part of the state as one of the clear thinking and genuinely 
conservative, yet progressive, bankers of the state. 

John P. Williams was bom in this city, on February 13, 1864, and 
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is a son of John K. and Cynthia H. (Ladd) Williams. The father was 
bom in Pennsylvania and came to the west in 1847, locating in this 
city and engaging in the practice of law. He continued to be identified 
with the legal activities of Shullsburg until his death, which took place 
in 1880, when he was well advanced in years. He was a man of many 
excellent qualities and had a secure position in this section of the 
state, both in legal circles and out. He had his education in the public 
schools and the colleges of his native state, and was a man of progressive 
mind. 

In addition to his legal practice, he concerned himself with real 
estate operations rather largely and in 1869 he organized the first bank 
in Shullsburg, known as the John K. Williams & Co. Bank. This waa 
conducted for a short time by a stepson of Mr. Williams, one J. F. 
Allen. 

Prominent in his home town, and a man whose opinion was valued 
on all matters of public interest, he was for eighteen years a member 
of the school board of Shullsburg. He was a Democrat in politics, and 
was a prominent citizen in this section of the state for many years. 
Two terms he served in the General Assembly of the state, and proved 
himself a true and honorable citizen in that time. 

John p. Williams, his son, attended the schools of Shullsburg, fin- 
ishing with the high school in 1880. He at once identified himself with 
banking activities and after some little service in banks in Blairstown 
and Cedar Rapids, Iowa, he with others organized the Merchants Union 
Bank of Shullsburg. He was a bookkeeper in that bank for a short 
while, and then he retired and devoted himself to real estate matters 
from then until 1909, a business in which he experienced a generous 
measure of success. In the year last named he again stepped into the 
banking field, being instrumental in the organization of the Farmers & 
Merchants Bank of Shullsburg, Wisconsin, as has been previously stated. 

A few facts culled from a condensed statement issued by the bank 
in August, 1913, show the bank to have a capital stock of $25,000, with 
surplus and undivided profits of about $8,000 and deposits approximat- 
ing $292,000. The bank has a directorate and oflScial roster that is a 
credit to the institution, and there is every reason for the bank's very 
pleasing progress since it was organized, and ample ground for the 
expectation that it will continue to advance. 

Mr. Williams is a Mason with Knight Templar affiliations, and he 
is a staunch Democrat in his political faith, having given valuable serv- 
ice to the party in past years. Like his father, he has been called to 
serve on the local school board, and six years of worthy service are 
placed to his credit in that branch of public work. 

In 1886 Mr. Williams married Miss Prone Rickert, a daughter of 
Samuel and Ellen Rickert, of Shullsburg. 
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W. J. Bush. Present district attorney of Clark county, is a lawyer 
of thirteen years* active experience at the Wisconsin bar and a young 
man whose forensic ability has been tried out on many occasions. Mr. 
Rush represents one of the old families of this state. 

He was born April 22, 1871, in Racine county, a son of William and 
Margaret Rush. The mother was bom in Scotland, and the father in the 
province of Quebec, Canada. William Rush was brought to the United 
States in 1841, by his parents, who settled in Racine county, then one 
of the pioneer districts of the Wisconsin territory. The father lived in 
Racine county until retiring from business and is now seventy-six years 
of age. The mother is also living. There were two children, and the 
sister of District Attorney Rush is Alice. 

W. J. Rush was educated in the high school at Waterford, in Racine 
county, graduated in 1888 from the Rochester Seminary, took a scien- 
tific course in the Valparaiso University at Indiana, graduating in 1891, 
and later entered the law department of the University of Wisconsin, 
where he received his degree LL. B. in 1900. Admitted to the bar in 
the same year, he began the practice of his profession at Marshfield, in 
this state, and in the following year moved to Loyal in Clark county. 
He continued in private practice for seven years, and in 1910 moved 
to Neillsville, where he has since had his office and has been looking after 
a large business as a lawyer. 

For several years Mr. Rush served as supervisor of the village of 
Loyal. In 1910 came his election to the office of district attorney and 
he is now on his second term in that office. A Republican, he has proved 
an effective campaign orator through many different campaigns, and 
has done a great deal of practical work for his party. Mr. Rush is a 
director in the Citizens State Bank of Loyal, a director in the Clark 
County Telephone Company, and interested in all that concerns the 
advancement of his section of Wisconsin. On September 30, 1900, he 
married Miss Inez Carpenter of Whitehall, Wisconsin, a daughter of 
William and Anna Carpenter. To their marriage was born one son 
Robert, on May 28, 1907. 

Carl Rabenstein. The career of Mr. Rabenstein has for nearly 
thirty years been identified with Neillsville, where he has been best 
known as an editor and newspaper publisher. At the same time he has 
acquired numerous relations with the business and civic community, 
is an officer in several banks and local factories, ' and has filled with 
efficiency and credit some important local and state positions. Mr. 
Rabenstein is one of Clark county's most influential citizens. 

His life has been one in which accomplishment has resulted from 
well directed and sustained endeavor. Born July 1, 1863, in Saxony, 
Germany, a son of Carl and Louisa (Stockman) Rabenstein, he left 
his native land and came to America alone when a boy in his teens in 
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1879. After a few months he found himself at Grand Island, Nebraska, 
and it was in that state that he had his early experiences as a printer 
and newspajJer man, and laid the foundation for a successful career. 
At Grand Island he found employment as a compositor in a local news- 
paper. Previous to leaving Germany, he had acquired a common school 
education, and some acquaintance with the printing trade. His early 
advantages were obviously limited, his education has come partly as an 
incident to his long career in newspaper work, and also as a result of 
much close application and hard study. He is thoroughly conversant 
with several languages, and is an editor who possesses both diction of 
almost flawless character, and an abundance of vigorous ideas. As a 
printer boy in N^raska, he distinguished himself for his keen wit and 
readiness of performance, and in a few years had advanced from the 
case as a mere typesetter to the position of editor of three newspapers, 
printed in different towns, the headquarters of the business being at 
Fremont. He continued his work as an editor in different localities, 
and finally moved to Mankato, Minnesota, where he spent a year and a 
half in the newspaper business. 

In 1884 Mr. Babenstein came to Neillsville, Wisconsin, his home has 
been in that city ever since, and he has been not least among the force- 
ful factors which have contributed to the upbuilding of the community. 
On coming to Neillsville he found a place as editor with the German 
newspaper, Der Deutsch-Amerikaner. After six years in the editorial 
chair, in 1889 he bought the plant, which had been formerly conducted 
by H. J. Hoffman, who began its publication in 1880. Mr. Babenstein 
has since conducted the newspaper, and its position as a journal is one 
of great influence throughout Clark county, while as a medium of news 
and advertising, its pages have always been kept clean and measure up 
to the best standards of local journals. Mr. Babenstein is vice presi- 
dent of the Commercial State Dank at Neillsville, having been one of 
the organizers of that institution. He is president and general mana^r 
of the Neillsville Overall Manufacturing Company, which began ope- 
rations in 1907 and was incorporated in 1912. Mr. Babenstein is a 
stalwart Eepublican, and has taken much interest in the work of his 
party. He served as mayor at Neillsville from 1900 to 1901, was alder- 
man two years, at one time held the oflSce of State Timber Inspector, 
and for nine years has been public administrator of Clark county. He 
aflSliates with the Fr/iternal Union, the Knights of Pythias, and several 
fraternal insurance societies. 

On September 5, 1885, Mr. Babenstein married Miss Bay Pound, 
daughter of Joseph Pound, of Merrillan. Her people are of Scotch- 
Irish stock. Of their seven children the four now living are Edna, 
Gretchen, Carl, and Maurel. 
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James G. Monahan. Editor and proprietor of the Bepubliccm- 
Journal of Darlington, James G. Monahan is a lawyer by profession, 
has been a member of the Wisconsin bar for more than thirty years, 
&nd besides his prominence as a newspaper man has been one of the 
mose effective political factors in his part of Wisconsin, through a 
number of state and national campaigns. 

James G. Monahan was born at Willow Springs, Lafayette county, 
Wisconsin, January 12, 1855. Through his mother he represents one 
of the oldest families in the state and his birth occurred within three 
miles of where his mother was born. His father was bom in Franklin 
county, Pennsylvania, on South Mountain between Gettysburg and 
Ghambersburg. The father left Pennsylvania in 1839, and from Pitts- 
burg went down the Ohio River in a boat as far as Louisville, left the 
river there and crossed Indiana to Illinois, where he spent one year, 
coming to Wisconsin in 1842. Mr. Monahan 's maternal grandfather, 
Elias Pilling, came from Missouri to Southwestern Wisconsin in 1830, 
settling for one year at Platteville, and then moving to Willow Springs, 
in Lafayette county, where he opened a pioneer store, and established 
an Indian trading post. That was in 1832. During the Black Hawk 
War of that year, he loaded all his possessions on a wagon drawn by 
two oxen and took his family through the forest to Fort Defiance, 
where they lived until peace was restored by the capture of the Indian 
chief. Later he located on a farm in Lafayette county, and was 
engaged in the mining and smelting of lead ore, and for a number of 
years operated a lead furnace on Otter Creek, near the old Furnace 
Springs. The location of that old site is well known in the county, 
although the structure was destroyed many years ago. In 1852 Joseph 
Monahan, father of the Darlington editor, married Miss Nancy Pilling. 
They became the parents of six children, three of whom are still living. 

James G. Monahan, the oldest of his father's children, spent the 
first seventeen years of his life in the country, during which time he 
attended the country schools, and also was a student in the high school 
at Darlington. He lived at home with his parents until he was twenty- 
three years old. In the meantime he had taken up the study of law, 
and alternated between teaching school in the winter and reading law 
in the summer. In 1878 Mr. Monahan was admitted to the bar, and 
during the following year practiced at Mineral Point, in Iowa county, 
in partnership with M. M. Strong, under the firm name of Strong & 
Monahan. In 1880, Mr. Monahan returned to Lafayette county, and 
in the same year was elected district attorney, an office he held until 
January 1st, 1885. His career as a newspaper man began on May 3, 
1883, with the purchase of a half interest in the Darlington Republican, 
which at that time was owned and edited by Ed. H. Bintliff, a son of 
General James Bintliff. In 1885, Mr. Monahan bought the remaining 
interest of Mr. Bintliff and thus became sole proprietor of a journal 
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whose influence and prosperity he has been gradually expanding 
through all the subsequent years. In 1900 he bought the Darlington 
Journal from the estate of H. L. Brown, and the two papers were 
then consolidated under the present name of The Bepublican-Joumal. 

When twenty-two years of age Mr. Monahan took his first degree 
in Evening Star Lodge No. 64, P. & A. M., and has since served six 
terms as Master of the Lodge, and in 1899 was elected Worshipful 
Grandmaster of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin. He has identified him- 
self with many movements for the improvement and substantial wel- 
fare of his community. In 1893 he took the lead in inaugurating a plan 
in connection with the county board for the purchase of the ground 
at Darlington which had been used for exhibition purposes by the old 
County Fair Association. The older organization had become practi- 
cally moribund, and the annual event was rapidly failing as an attrac- 
tion, or as a stimulus to the agricultural and livestock interest of the 
community. By his exertions a commitee was appointed to sell the old 
fair grounds and purchase a new site, and in 1894 the first fair under 
the new management and direction was held. Since that time, many 
substantial buildings have been erected and improvements introduced, 
and the La Payette County Pair is today one of the best managed and 
most popular attractions of the kind in the entire state. At the present 
time the officers of the Agricultural Association of Lafayette County 
are: R. E. Orton, president; Thomas Kirwan, secretary; J. B. Roy, 
treasurer. Mr. Monahan for six terms served as president of the asso- 
ciation and was a member of the executive committee for five years. 
He has been identified with a number of successful business enterprises 
of Darlington and Lafayette county. 

In the Republican party his work has been of conspicuous impor- 
tance. Por four years he served as a member of the County Republican 
Committee, in 1888 was a delegate to the National Republican Conven- 
tion at Chicago, which nominated Benjamin Harrison for president, and 
in 1894 became a candidate before the State Republican Convention for 
the office of governor of Wisconsin. He received the solid support of 
the first congressional district delegates in that Convention, and was 
regarded by many as the most logical candidate of that year. Mr. 
Monahan presided at the Republican gathering at Milwaukee in 1896, 
under the auspices of the Republican Editorial League, and delivered 
the opening address before that body. He has been an effective cam- 
paign orator, and in the presidential campaign of 1896 filled engage- 
ments in seven of the leading states of the Union. In 1899 he was 
appointed Internal Revenue Collector for his district, and served eight 
years and two months. 

On September 14, 1886, Mr. Monahan married Miss Helen N. Wad- 
dington, a daughter of the late Captain L. B. and Adeline (Nichols) 
Waddington. To their union was born one son. Homer Waddington 
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Monahan, now twenty-four years of age, and a graduate of Northwest- 
em University. 

John O'Brien. One of the oldest bankers in Lafayette county is 
John O'Brien, who about thirty-five years ago became a minor clerk 
in a private bank which has since been succeeded by the Citizens' 
National Bank, of which Mr. O'Brien has been cashier for many years. 
Mr. O'Brien is also well known as a citizen, and has held many of the 
more responsible positions in civic affairs in his home city of Darlington 
and county. 

Bom at Willow Springs, in Lafayette county, November 16, 1856, 
John O'Brien represents one of the pioneer families in this section of 
the state. He was the only son and child of Terence and Catherine 
(Heady) O'Brien. Both parents were born in Ireland, and the father 
came to America during the late thirties, spending some time in Lowell, 
Massachusetts, in which city he was married. Moving west, he was one 
of the first settlers in Willow Springs in Lafayette county, Wisconsin. 
Getting land direct from the government, he spent a number of years 
in clearing a portion of the wilderness, and establishing a home for 
himself and family. He continued as a farmer in the county until the 
Civil war, when he went out in defense of the Union as a member of 
Company I in the Sixteenth Regiment of Wisconsin Infantry. He saw 
active service in the Union army, until the great Atlanta campaign, 
and he was killed in one of the battles of that campaign on July 22, 
1864. His widow survived him many years, and died January 24, 
1893. , 

John O'Brien was reared in the city of Darlington and attended 
the district schools of the early days. At the age of seventeen he began 
work, and for some five or six years he was connected with the agricul- 
tural implement business. He then became a clerk in the private bank 
of Judge King & Company. That bank was started in 1870, and its 
business was subsequently turned over under the present organization 
under a national charter as the Citizens National Bank. Mr. O'Brien 
was in the bank a short time, and then transferred his services to the 
private bank conducted by Henry S. Magoon, with whom he remained 
for two and a half yea'rs. He went to the Magoon Bank, as cashier, 
and held that oflSce until 1887. He then went to the Citizens National 
as a clerk, became assistant cashier, and for many years has served as 
cashier. The Citizens National Bank has a capital stock of fifty thou- 
sand dollars and surplus and profits of forty-seven thousand dollars 
according to the latest reports. Its total resources are over six hundred 
thousand dollars. The deposits indicate its substantial character and 
popularity as a business institution and aggregate upwards of half a 
milUon dollars. 

Mr. 'Brien is a member of the Catholic church and of the Knights 
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of Columbus. In his home community he has occupied many offices. 
He served as town clerk for three years, city clerk for ten years, super- 
visor for three years, was treasurer of the city schools for twenty-nine 
years, was a member of the fire department and its chief for two terms, 
and served as mayor of Darlington from 1908 to 1912. 

On November 7, 1894, Mr. O'Brien married Miss Nellie Halloran, 
a daughter of Edward and Johanna Halloran. Mr. and Mrs. O'Brien 
have no children. 

Thomas A. Ellingson. For the past twelve years or more Thomas 
A. Ellingson has been the Wisconsin representative of the Philadelphia 
tobacco firm of Otto Eisenlohr & Brothers, and the establishment of 
which Mr. EUingson has charge is one of the largest of its kind in the 
state of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Ellingson is a native of Wisconsin, bom in Dane county on 
November 9, 1857, and he is the son of Ole and Lucrica (Stenehjem) 
Ellingson. The father came to America from Sogendale, Norway, in 
1844, in company with his parents, and with them settled in Christiana 
township, Dane county, Wisconsin, there engaging in agricultural 
activities, in which they were very successful. Ole Ellingson followed 
in the way of his father and devoted himself to farming until he died 
in 1904, some few years after the death of his wife. Mr. Ellingson was 
a Democrat and a member of the Lutheran church. 

Thomas A., being reared on the farm home in a community where 
^ven the district schools were not at their best, had scant advantage 
in the way of education, but he acquired a better knowledge of books 
than did many a youth better favored along those lines. He continued 
under the paternal roof until he was twenty-two years old, and in 
1888 he engaged in the tobacco business in Edgerton as a dealer in a 
small way. He was successful and gained a knowledge of the com- 
modity and of the best methods of handling it. In 1902 he became 
the Wisconsin representative of Otto Eisenlohr & Brothers, of Phila- 
delphia, as has already been stated. 

Mr. Ellingson is a Democrat, and has shown himself a true citizen 
in the city which has come to be his home. He has served four years 
on the Board of Aldermen and has served one* term as mayor of the 
city, bringing a goodly portion of business tact and civic interest to 
his task in each instance. 

On April 27, 1897, Mr. Ellingson was married to Miss Antonia 
Grassman, a daughter of Louis and Susanna (Lassa) Grassman, of 
Richland county, and to them have been bom two children: Ole P. 
and Louis Thomas. 

Andrew Jbkson was bom in Norway, June 4th, 1843. He came to 
America in 1869 and worked the first summer on a farm on Albion 
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Prairie, Dane county, and attended school during the winter, doing 
chores for his board. The next few years he raised tobacco on shares 
for Albion Prairie farmers. By strict economy he accumulated a small 
capital with which he started in the tobacco business at Edgerton in 
1874. He is president and cashier of the Tobacco Exchange Bank which 
he organized in 1897, which has a Capital Stock of $50,000, and a surplus 
of $30,000. His entire time is now devoted to the banking business and 
the tobacco interests are taken care of by his two oldest sons, doing 
business under the name of Andrew Jenson & Sons. 

Mr. Jenson is prominently identified with the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church, having been for many years a member of the general consul 
of the Synod ; he served on the board of aldermen for two years and was 
six times elected mayor of the city as well as being a member of the 
county board for three years. A Democrat in politics, he has twice 
been candidate for State Treasurer on his parties' ticket, and Presi- 
dential elector in 1892. 

On January 1, 1877, Mr. Jenson was married at Edgerton to Miss 
Hannah Johnson, a daughter of Jacob and Magdelen Johnson and the 
following children were born to them, J. Alfred, Oscar J., Adolph H., 
Lydia, Clara, Andrew, Jr., Clarence, Paul and Grerhardt. 

The Beloit Free Press. To Joseph S. Hubbard and Albert P. 
Ayer, business associates and ofScers in the publication of the Beloit 
Free Press, it is eminently fitting and proper that some space should 
be accorded in a w6rk of this nature and purpose of this publication. 
They are the men who have, in large measure, made the paper the 
instrument it undeniably is for good in the advancement of the com- 
munity wherein it circulates, and a few facts relative to them and their 
lives, preceding the history of the paper itself, will here be set forth. 

J. S. Hubbard was bom on April 26, 1867, in Atlanta, Illinois, and 
is a son of Rev. Geoi^e and Jane (Beardsley) Hubbard, natives of Con- 
necticut and New York, respectively. In 1847 George Hubbard came 
to the west. He was a minister in the Congregational church, and for 
forty-seven years held pastorates in various cities in the state of Illi- 
nois. He was the first pastor called to the New England Congregational 
church in the city of Aurora, Illinois, and he continued active in the 
ministry until a year prior to his passing. In the year 1887 he removed 
to Wisconsin, and here he spent the closing days of his life, which was 
a long, busy and fruitful one. 

J. S. Hubbard was the youngest in a family of six children bom to 
his parents, of which number four are yet living. He was educated in 
the public schools and in Beloit Academy. When he had finished his 
education he secured a position as a reporter on the Plymouth (Wis.) 
Reporter, and after a brief service there he was employed on the staff 
of a trade journal in St. Louis. For a time thereafter he was^ the 
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newspaper business in various capacities in Northwestern Iowa, New 
York and Pennsylvania, continuing until in the latter part of 1899, 
when he became city editor of the Beloit News and later its advertising 
manager. In this post he continued until 1907, in which year he be- 
came a member of the company constituting the Beloit Free Press, which 
has since been conducted by Messrs. Hubbard and Ayer as a staunch 
Republican newspaper. 

Albert F. Ayer, the associate of Mr. Hubbard, was born on August 
30, 1857, in Chicago, Illinois, and had his education in the public schools 
of that place, and of Beloit, to which city he came in his boyhood. He 
started his newspaper career as a reporter on the Beloit Free Press, and 
he has been intimately connected with the paper for the past thirty-six 
years. 

Like Mr. Hubbard, Mr. Ayer is an old line Republican, and had his 
schooling in polities under the late Cham. IngersoU, for years owner of 
the Free Press, and distinguished as a Republican leader in the Badger 
state. He served for ten years as a member of the Library Board and 
was many years an oflScer and five years captain of Company E, First 
Regiment, W. N. G., and served actively during the Eau Claire and the 
Milwaukee riots. 

The history of the Free Press is an interesting one, and brief facts 
relating to its organization and management for the past half century 
are here set forth, in terms culled, with more or less completeness, from 
an official history of the paper appearing in print in June, 1913. 

While journalism in Beloit dates back to September 4, 1846, when 
the Beloit Messenger was established, it was of short -life and kept no 
files. The Beloit Journal established June 29, 1848, was the first paper 
published that survived the early struggle, and out of it grew the Beloit 
Free Press, which flourishes as the old reliable newspaper of Beloit to 
the present day. 

The Journal was started as a weekly paper by Stokes & Briggs, and 
was published in the interests of the Whig party. In the fall of 1848 
it passed under the control of J. R. Brigg, Jr., who continued as sole 
proprietor until September, 1849, when a partnership was formed with 
C. G. Foster of Troy, New York. In May, 1854, Foster purchased the 
interest of his partner and continued the publication of a Republican 
newspaper until August, 1855, when he sold to A. Paine, J. J. Bushnell 
and Lucius G. Fisher, under the name t>f A. Paine & Co. They pub- 
lished it, however, for only a few weeks, when it was sold to H. L. Dev- 
eraux. In January, 1856, Devereaux formed a partnership with B. E. 
Hale, who took charge of the editorial department. On May 27th of 
the same year, the paper appeared under the name of B. E. Hale, and 
in February, 1857, B. E. Hale & Co., were announced as the publishers. 

In the spring of 1859 the paper was purchased by William E. Hale 
and Horatio Piatt, the latter acting as editor. Mr. Hale retired in 1860, 
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when the paper passed into the control of H. Pratt & Co., the firm con- 
sisting of Horatio Pratt and James A. White. 

About this time the Journal was consolidated with the Courier, which 
had been published by N. 0. Perkins and Barrett H. Smith, the latter 
now living near Shopiere. The Journal and Courier was managed by 
Perkins and Smith, with Mr. Perkins as editor. On October 31, 1861, 
the paper was reduced from eight to seven columns, on account of the 
scarcity of print paper in war times, as Mr. Smith has since told Mr. 
Hubbard. In November, a few days later, Barrett H. and Lathrop E. 
Smith assumed control, the last named retiring on January 22, 1863. 
On April 24, 1864, Barrett H. Smith severed his connection with the 
paper and was succeeded by A. Paine, the paper being announced as 
independent in politics. On June 9, the name Courier was dropped 
from the paper, it appearing again as the Journal, 

In February, 1866, the late Chalmers IngersoU started the Beloit Free 
Press and soon absorbed the Jo\imal by purchase. In the summer of 
1869 Mr. IngersoU sold his interest to M. Frank & Company, who again 
revived the old name of the Journal. During the next winter the paper 
passed to the control of T. 0. Thompson and J. B. Dow, the latter dis- 
I)osing of his interest in the fall of 1870 to E. D. Coe. 

The Free Press was resurrected on September 21, 1870, by Chalmers 
IngersoU and N. 0. Perkins. After three months Mr. IngersoU became 
the sole proprietor, though Mr. Perkins continued as editor. During 
the spring of 1871 the Free Press absorbed the Journal, Mr. Thompson 
retiring and Mr. Coe acquiring a half interest in the Free Press. The 
following fail Mr. IngersoU bought out his partner and became sole 
proprietor. Mr. Perkins continued as editor until 1873, when he took 
a position on the staff of the Milwaukee Sentinel. 

In May, 1873, Horace R. Hobart became associate editor of the Free 
Press with Mr. IngersoU, and in the foUowing March acquired a half 
interest which he retained untU 1877. In 1875 the paper was enlarged 
to a nine column folio. 

On July 1, 1878, Charles S. Guernsey and David J. Welch began 
publishing an evening paper called the Daily Herald, with Albert F. 
Ayer as manager of the advertising department. On August 7 the 
Free Prfss oflSce first issued a daily paper, known as the Phonography 
which was published and edited by J. W. Cary, G. E. Farrer and Ingalls 
& Hobart. In continuance of this on the first of February, 1879, Henry 
F. Hobart started the Daily Free Press, a four column foUo, with Albert 
P. Ayer as local reporter, merging in it later the Daily Herald. In 
1882 Mr. IngersoU again became owner, editor and publisher, Mr. Ayer 
colitinuing as city editor. 

In 1903 M. Claude Hanna, who had in 1899 been city editor of the 
Free Press, returned to Beloit from Milwaukee, where he had been 
employed on the Journal and Sentinel, and acquired a third interest in 
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the plant, the firm name being Ingersoll & Hanna. On June 1, 1907, 
the paper was sold to the Free Press Publishing Company, Mr. Hanna 
becoming president and editor; A. F. Ayer, vice president; D. H. Fos- 
ter, secretary, and J. S. Hubbard, treasurer, the latter coming from 
the Daily News, where he had held the position of city editor and adver- 
tising manager. 

In the summer of 1909 Mr. Hanna retired from the company and 
returned to Milwaukee. In March, 1911, J. S. Hubbard secured con- 
trol of the majority of the stock from Mr. Foster, becoming editor and 
manager, Mr. Ayer retaining his financial interest and being associate 
editor, both gentlemen holding the same positions today. 

The Beloit Free Press has always been staunchly a Republican paper 
in politics, adhering to conservative lines and holding that the Repub- 
lican party was the party of real progress, and needed no newer organ- 
ization to bring reforms when they were necessary. 

The paper has largely increased its equipment since the publishing 
company was incorporated, having installed a large perfecting news- 
paper press and having one of the best equipped job printing plants 
in Southern Wisconsin. It is published in the Free Press building, a 
handsome two-story and basement structure of brick and cement, front- 
ing on North State street, in the business center of the city, which adds 
considerably to the appearance of the street in that vicinity. 

John Week. The late John Week, for over forty years identified 
with the lumber manufacturing activities of Marathon and Portage 
counties. Wis., was undoubtedly one of the most successful and pros- 
perous of the early pioneer business men of the Wisconsin River Valley. 

He was bom in Heardanger Parish, Norway, on Dec. 6, 1818, one of 
a family of five sons and a daughter. His father was a descendant of 
Andrew A. Reber, who came from Denmark and was ordained as Bishop 
of Ulvik in 1654 and built one of the first Protestant churches in Norway 
at Eddif jord, which still stands in a good state of preservation, and his 
remains still rest beneath the floor of the church, they being the only 
ones thus signally honored. 

Mr. Week had his own way to make in this world and as a first step to 
that end he, together with his elder brother, Andrew Reber, set sail for 
America in 1839, arriving at Fall River, Mass., on July 10th of that 
year. Thence he proceeded by stage, canal and sailing vessel to Chicago, 
which at that time was a very small city. For a season or two he was 
engaged in sailing on the Great Lakes, after which he went to the lead 
mining region of southern Wisconsin and engaged in the boot and shoe 
business at Wiota and Dodgeville. 

The lumber busiess, of which he was the executive head for so many 
years, was established in 1851, at which time he somewhat reluctantly 
purchased a small up and down water power saw mill located on the 
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Big Eau Pleine river in Marathon county from his brother Andrew, who 
had conceived a great desire to migrate to California during the gold 
excitement. This saw mill was one of the first to be built in what is now 
known as Marathon county, and the whole region thereabouts was a 
dense forest, without roads or means of transportation, and when Mr. 
Week moved his family to their new home he found it necessary to make 
the trip in an Indian dugout canoe from DuBeys landing, a Hudson 
Bay Co., trading post on the Wisconsin. Supplies he must needs bring 
from Stevens Point, fifty miles distant, making the trips by canoe in 
summer and by trail through the woods in winter. From 1851 to 1880 
he continued to operate a sawmill at this point, with a generous measure 
of success, rafting his lumber down the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers 
to market from Dubuque to St. Louis. During this period the sawmill 
was rebuilt and improved from time to time, so that in later years the 
mill had a capacity of several million feet per annum. One of the innova- 
tions introduced during this period was the installation of the first cir- 
cular saw mill in that section of the country. During this period he also 
supervised the construction of one of the finest turnpike roads to be found 
in Marathon county. 

In August, 1880, a great misfortune apparently overtook him in the 
destruction of his sawmill by fire, which precluded the possibility of 
sawing more than 6,000,000 feet of choice white pine logs lying in the 
mill pond that season. Unfortunately he carried no insurance, but what 
seemed to be a calamity proved to be a blessing in disguise, for had these 
logs been converted into lumber during that year and marketed on the 
Mississippi river in the usual way he would not have realized over $7.00 
per thousand feet at the mill. Owing to the decision not to rebuild, the 
logs were driven to Stevens Point for manufacture and the lumber 
shipped by rail, and by reason of the increase in the market and value 
of lumber the following year he was able to realize over $17.00 per 
thousand feet at the mill, thus netting a clear gain of over $60,000.00. 
From the time of the fire the business Was transferred to Stevens Point, 
whither the family followed two years later, in the fall of 1882. 

Of Mr. Week it is not too much to say he was one of the most 
prominent and highly esteemed men in the community in which he lived. 
During his earlier residence in Marathon county he served as one of the 
three commissioners of that county for over ten years and later served 
continuously as a member of the Coun/ty Board until his removal to 
Portage county. He was always active in securing good schools and 
whatever would promote the intelligence, prosperity and happiness of 
the community. During this time he was also one of the prime movers in 
the organization of the Wisconsin River Improvement Company and one 
of its directors for many years. 

On February 29, 1848, he was married to Gunild Luras, and to them 
were bom ten children, two of whom died in infancy and one, Eva C, in 
young womanhood in 1889. 
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Mr. Week died on the 4th day of June, 1891, and is survived by his 
wife and seven children. He was a man of great energy, integrity and 
strength of character, undaunted by obstacles and fruitful of resources 
tempered also in those mild and genial characteristics which make 
friends and bind them to one another in strongest bonds. 

During the last five years of his life he relinquished the management 
of his business to his sons and to that end incorporated the John Week 
Lumber Company, with Nelson A. Week as president, Edmund R. Week 
as vice president and Andrew R. Week as secretary and treasurer. 
They have inherited the excellent business acumen of their father, as 
well as his many other excellent traits, and have been eminently success- 
ful in business, which is still continued on a large scale under the old 
name. 

Nelson A. Week, president, was bom July 14, 1853. He attended 
Appleton College, Wis. He is a director of the Citizens National Bank 
of Stevens Point and connected with other enterprises. He was married 
to Miss Ida Youmans in April, 1881. Three sons were born to them, 
John the eldest, graduated at Armour Institute, Chicago. He died in 
Mexico; Harold J., the second son, graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin and is now vice president of the company. He was married 
in October, 1910, to Miss Josephine Allen. Andrew R. Week, secretary 
and treasurer, was born April 5, 1857. He attended the Normal school at 
Whitewater and later completed his studies at the University of Wiscon- 
sin. He taught school for a year and for several years acted as clerk of 
the town board of Bergin, Wisconsin, and kept books for his father. 
After moving to Stevens Point in 1880 he served for a time as a member of 
the County Board, and as a member of the Library Board of the city of 
Stevens Point, during which time the Carnegie Library was constructed. 
He also served for a time as president of the Board of Education. He 
was instrumental in organizing the North Western Hemlock Manufac- 
turers Association and the first meeting for the formulating and defining 
of the rules for grading of hemlock lumber was held at the office of the 
John Week Lumber Company in Stevens Point, Wisconsin. He served 
for several years as its treasurer and for two years as its president. In 
1893 he was elected president of the First National Bank of Stevens 
Point, a position which he still holds. He assisted in organizing the Coye 
Furniture Company, one of the leading industrial enterprises of the city 
and is still a member of the directorate. He is secretary and treasurer 
of the Stevens Point Boom Company and identified with other enterprises. 
He affiliates with the Presbyterian church and is a trustee of Carroll 
College of Waukesha, Wis. He is a thirty-second degree Mason and for a 
time was Eminent Commander of Crusade Commandery No. 17, K. T. 
He is also a member of the Social Order of Shriners and a member of the 
Illinois Athletic Club of Chicago. Ordinarily he votes the Republican 
ticket, though he is exceedingly liberal in his views. He is unmarried 
and makes his home at the family residence with his mother and sister. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN 2453 

Edmund R. Week, vice president, was bom in September, 1859. He 
withdrew from the lumber company in 1899 and is now a resident of 
Spokane, Washington. He is secretary of the Pacific Coast Pipe Co., of 
Seattle and interested in other enterprises in that state. He was married 
to Miss Prankie L. Finch in June, 1882, to whom was bom two sons and 
one daughter. Edmund R. Week, Jr., the eldest, attended Swarthmore 
College, Pa., and was married to Miss Fay Morrell in June, 1910, at Spo- 
kane, Wash. The other son Erling F. Week, graduated from the Wiscon- 
sin State University in 1912 and resides with his father in Spokane, 
Wash. The daughter Anna L., is still pursuing her musical studies in 
Germany. 

Of the other members of Mr. Week's family all are still interested in 
the John Week Lumber Company. The eldest daughter, Sarah A., gradu- 
ated from the State Normal School at Whitewater and after teaching a 
few years in Milwaukee was married to Theodore Gribi in 1877. Their 
only surviving daughter was graduated from Bryn Mawr College in 1904 
and married Otto A. Kreutzberg in October, 1906. Miss Cora A., unmar- 
ried, pursued the study of painting in New York and Paris and now 
resides in New York city. Miss Martha G. Week, also unmarried, is a 
graduate of the Wisconsin State University and resides with her mother 
at the old home in Stevens Point. John Arthur, the younger son, is still 
a member of the lumber company but not in an active capacity. He is 
also intei:ested in the Pacific Coast Pipe Company with his brother 
Edmund, and is also interested in other enterprises. After graduating 
from the Stevens Point High School he attended the University of Wis- 
consin. He was born in February, 1869, is unmarried and makes his 
home in Los Angeles, California. 

Mark Edward Bruce. In these days when the term self-made is 
in every one's mouth, it does not seem, on the face of it, any great 
compliment to apply the word to a man. But when one pauses to con- 
sider just what elements of life enter into the making of a self-made 
man, one is impressed with the bigness, the stupendous capacity for the 
overcoming the difficulties, and the general, all around character that 
the man of that class invariably must possess. The self-made man 
is rarely if ever one of those persons whom we call ** lucky.'' The 
element of luck never enters into his success. Hard work, careful 
planning, and determined overcoming of obstacles alone contribute to 
his prosperity. Such a man is Mark Edward Bruce, a resident of 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin, since December 18, 1875, and today one of 
the big men of the city and county. 

Mark Edward Bruce was born in South Coulton, St. Lawrence 
county. New York, on November 20, 1857, so that his residence in these 
parts dates back to the time when he was a lad of six years. He is a 
son of Nathaniel Perry and Rhoda (Bourne) Bruce, both residents of 
St. Lawrence county. The father was born in Vermont, of a Revolu- 
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tionary family, and he was a lumberman in the east. The family came 
to the west in 1863, and arrived at Waupnn, Wisconsin, on November 
6, 1863. They made the long* trip by boat from Ogdensburg to Milwau- 
kee, through the lakes and canal and from Milwaukee they completed 
the trip by rail. The father had come ahead and his eldest son accom- 
panied the remainder of the family. 

Nathaniel Bruce became a farmer, also following the lumber busi- 
ness to some extent in his new home, and in later years he went to 
Kansas, where he died in 1888. His wife, however, had died in the 
east in 1860, prior to the family removal to these parts. They were 
the parents of six children : Nathan, a resident of this state ; Wilbur, 
still living in the east; Henry, a resident of Park Falls, a new and 
prosperous lumber town of this state; George, living in West Point, 
California; Zelphia, who married John Brice and lives in Grant, 
Nebraska; and Mark Edward, the subject of this review. 

While yet a resident of New York Nathaniel Bruce and his two 
eldest sons enlisted in the Union army for service in the Civil war. 
Nathaniel and his son Wilbur fought side by side with the First United 
States Cavalry, famous as the •** Scotch 900,'' while the eldest son, 
Nathan, was a member of the brilliant regiment known as the Six- 
teenth Zouaves of New York, which .suffered such loss and almost anni- 
hilation at the first battle of Bull Bun. 

It should be mentioned here that Nathaniel Bruce was also a pioneer 
settler of Trempealeau county, Wisconsin, and a valley in that county 
is named in his honor, for he was the first white man to settle in it. 

Mark Edward Bruce was a boy of six years when the Bruce family 
came from their eastern home to make a new home in the state of Wis- 
consin. He grew to manhood here, and in the matter of education 
considered himself fortunate that he was able to attend three winter 
terms of school after he had reached his twelfth year. He is thus, for 
the most part, self educated, gaining his training through reading and 
travel, and in generous measure from the daily knowledge gained from 
business experience. Thus again was demonstrated in his case the 
truth of the old saying that experience is ever the best teacher. At 
the early age of fifteen the boy entered the pine woods of Wisconsin as 
a *'log cutter," ''swamper," etc., doing in each instance a man's work. 
He spent the winter months in the woods, coming down the river in 
the spring with the logs as a "river driver," and sometimes in the 
summer months he was sent back by his company to cut hay for the 
horses for the winter camps. This work he carried on for years, 
acquainting himself thoroughly with every phase of life as a ''lumber 
Jack" up and down the Wisconsin and the Wolfe waters, and it was 
not until he was about forty years of age that he became identified 
with other interests. 
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Mr. Bruce bought a farm in the northern part of Portage county. 
For seven years he farmed the place and carried on independent lum- 
ber operations, which he knew so well how to conduct to the best pos- 
sible advantage, as a result of his long and intimate knowledge of the 
business. Success rewarded his efforts in a measure, but misfortune 
overtook him at the close of his activities there, and when he came 
to Stevens Point in January, 1895, he began at the bottom of the lad- 
der, in so far as finances were concerned. For two years he was employed 
at teaming, and he then leased the hotel building and furniture on 
South Third street. This enterprise proved the open sesame to success 
and prosperity for him, and since he made that little unpretentious 
start in a nine-room house, his rise has been tremendous and rapid. 
He is now the owner of the forty-room hotel known as the Bruce 
House, which he has furnished throughout, the 'hotel serving on an 
average of two hundred and fifty meals daily, and often being forced 
to turn guests aside because of lack of room. His is a $1.00 a day 
house, and as such the Bruce House is known throughout this part of 
the state as the best of its class, bar none, in the state. Many mem- 
bers of the traveling fraternity ** Sunday *' with him in Stevens Point, 
the hospitality of the Bruce House making it a pleasure rather than 
otherwise. In connection with the hotel, Mr. Bruce owns and conducts 
the Farmers' Barn, the largest hotel bam in Portage county. 

Mr. Bruce also has a fine little farm of sixty acres located two miles 
west of town, the same performing the double service of supplying the 
bam with hay and grain and the table with fresh garden stuff in season. 

Another enterprise that has claimed the notice of Mr. Bruce is the 
moving picture business, and the Gem Theatre, on Strange avenue, built 
by Mr. Bruce in December, 1913, of which his son-in-law, Russell Gregory 
is manager, is a splendid example of the success that may be evolved 
from proper management of such a business. It is the aim of ^Ir. Bruce 
and his manager to give to the public a clean, up-to-date and wholesome 
entertainment in the motion picture line, and it is needless to add that 
the place is well patronized. 

Mark Bruce is known widely as one of the foremost boosters of Ste- 
vens Point It is a fact that whenever there is work of a public nature 
to be performed in the city, be it a Fourth of July celebration or an 
event of more vital import, the name of Mark Bruce has a prominent 
place on one of the most important committees. He has served on the 
school board, and despite the fact that he lacked much in the way of 
early education, he gave a service on that board that was well worthy 
of a more highly educated man, and one that was wholly consistent 
with his sentiments and opinions along those lines. A Republican of 
strength and position, he was a delegate to the State Convention when 
William McKinley was nominated, and was also a delegate to the Con- 
gressional Convention at Oshkosh when Davidson was nominated in 
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1902. He has served his ward as inspector of elections in other capaci- 
ties as well. 

Mr. Bruce is, perhaps, known as widely as an advocate and lover 
of clean sports as he is for any other one trait he possesses. Whether it 
be wrestling, boxing, racing, or baseball, he may be depended upon to 
manifest a genuine and wholesome interest in the event. It might be 
safe to suggest that baseball is his first choice, and when Russell Greg- . 
ory, that scrappy young left-fielder of the Dayton (Ohio) Club in the 
Central League, asked him for his daughter's hand in marriage, it is 
but reasonable to suspect that he looked upon the match with a degree 
of favor, commensurate with the fact that besides being a honest and 
wholesome young fellow, a gentleman in every respect, he also held a 
batting average of over four hundred. Be that as it may, the fact re- 
mains that Mr. Gregory straightway became his son-in-law, and he 
is now the popular manager of the Stevens Point Base Ball Club, and 
still maintains his former batting average from season to season. 

.Mr. Bruce is a member of the Masonic order, with Blue Lodge and 
Chapter aflSliations in Stevens Point, and he is also a member of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Jr. 0. U. A. M., in the Beav- 
ers of which he is an organizer and a charter member. He assisted in the 
organization of their Grand Colony and was a grand oflScer of the col- 
ony for several years. Mr. Bruce is also an active member of the Fair 
Board, in which he manifests a genuine interest. On the whole, his con- 
nection with affairs in Stevens Point is one that gives him a wide prom- 
inence in these parts, and if there is a man to be found in the county 
who is unfamiliar with him or his activities, the explanation is that he 
is a stranger to the country. 

In 1885 Mr. Bruce was united in marriage with Miss Marguerite La- 
Mieux, a native of Portage county and a daughter of Peter and Eliza- 
beth LaMieux. Peter LaMieux was a pioneer sawmill man in Portage 
county, and later he was identified with farming interests in the county. 
He died on February, 1907, aged seventy-nine years, and his widow 
made her home with their daughter, Mrs. Bruce until her death, Novem- 
ber 11, 1913, aged seventy years. Mrs. LaMieux was a bright and 
lovable old lady, with a fund of early reminiscences that made her a 
delightful person to converse with, and she had a host of friends in the 
city and county. 

Besides Katheryne Gregory, the wife of Russell Gregory, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bruce have two sons: Howard A., who married Grace M. Hall, 
and they have one child, Mark Hall Bruce; they reside in Evansville, 
Wisconsin; and Walter Rogers Bruce. 

P. F. Gaunt, M. D. By test of actual experience Dr. Gaunt holds 
the position as the foremost surgeon of Oconto county, and has the 
most prominent connections in that branch of practice in this vicinity. 
Dr. Gaunt is a thoroughly equipped physician and surgeon, has been 
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in practice ten years or more, and is one of the specially gifted men in 
bis profession. Dr. Gaunt is chief surgeon at Oconto in the Oconto 
County Hospital. His residence at Oconto dates from 1902, and in that 
year he was graduated from the College of Physicians and Surgeons 
at St. Louis. His first location was in Oconto, and he has practiced 
here continuously with the exception of several months during 1907, 
when he took post-graduate work at both New York and Chicago. 

Dr. P. F. Gaunt is a native of Canada, born at Stratford, Ontario, 
August 22, 1870, a son of WiUiam and Margaret (Maher) Gaunt At 
Stratford he spent his boyhood, attending the country schools, and also 
graduating from the Stratford high school. For a few years he was 
employed as a clerk in a Stratford Drug Store, and while in that work 
definitely determined upon a career in medicine. Dr. Gaunt has mem- 
bership in the Oconto County Medical Society, the Fox River Valley 
Medical Society, and the Wisconsin State Society, and the American 
Medical Associatioil. He is surgeon for the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad, and is one of the largest stockholders in the Oconto County 
Hospital. 

In 1904 the doctor married Helen Jennings, of Milwaukee. Their 
five children are named Mary, Helen, Francis, Alice, and Ruth. Fra- 
ternally Dr. Gaunt is affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, the Knights of Columbus, and has membership with 
his family in the Catholic church. 

Robert Franklin Goodman, Marinette Wisconsin, born at Pike 
Mills, Potter county, Pennsylvania, October 13, 1844, the second son of 
Owen Bruner Goodman and Susan (Mathiot) Goodman, both of whom 
were born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. 

Owen Bruner Goodman was the son of Peter Goodman, who was 
bom at Reading, Penn^lvania, in 1782. This branch of the Goodman 
family were originally of English Puritan stock, and remained in Hol- 
land after the Puritan emigration to New England. Jacob Goodman, 
the father of Peter Goodman, came to this country in 1768 and settled 
in Berks county, Pennsylvania. He was a soldier of the Revolutionary 
war. Susan Mathiot Goodman was the daughter of Robert Barber and 
Catherine Mathiot Barber of Columbia, Pennsylvania, — Robert Bar- 
ber's grandfather, Robert Barber, a follower of William Penn, came 
from Yorkshire, England, in 1699, and settled first in Chester county, 
Pennsylvania, and from there removed in 1727 to lands on the Susque- 
hanna at the site now comprised in the city of Columbia. He took an 
active interest in colonial politics and was the first sheriff of Lancaster 
county in 1729. Susan Mathiot Goodman on her mother's side was 
descended from a French Huguenot family, her great-grandfather, Jean 
Mathiot, and his wife, Margaret Catherine Mathiot, having come from 
France in 1754 and settled in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where they have 
many descendants now living. 

VoLVm— 21 
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Owen Bruner Goodman was a pioneer lumberman in northern Penn- 
sylvania from 1836 until his death in 1849. He had three sons, James 
Bruner, Robert Franklin and William Owen, all of whom have been 
prominently identified with the lumber industry in Wisconsin. James 
B. Goodman and William 0. Goodman were associated with former 
Senator Philetus Sawyer of Oshkosh, in the organization in 1878 of 
Sawyer Goodman Lumber Company, which has been actively engaged 
in the manufacture of lumber at Marinette at the mouth of the Menom- 
inee river for the last thirty-five years. James B. Goodman was presi- 
dent of this company at the time of Jiis death in 1907, when he was suc- 
ceeded by Robert F. Goodman, who is now president of the company 
and resides in Marinette. The other brother, William 0. Goodman, has 
been treasurer of the company since its organization and resides in 
Chicago. 

Robert F. Goodman was graduated from the ** Little Red School 
House" at Wellsborough, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, and enlisted 
from that place in July, 1862, as a private in Company A, 149th Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers. He participated in the battle of Chancellorsville, 
and was wounded at (Gettysburg July 1st, 1863, and disabled for fur- 
ther service in the army. For some years after the war he was engaged 
in railroad work and was for part of the tim^ a division superintendent 
on the Lehigh Valley Railroad. 

He married at Auburn, New York, June 20, 1866, Margaret Dav- 
idson Allen, daughter of Josiah B. Allen, of Zanesville, Ohio. He has 
three sons all of whom have followed the family tradition in the lumber 
business. The oldest son, Charles Allen Goodman of Marinette, is sec- 
retary and manager of Sawyer Goodman Company, and president of 
Gtoodman Lumber company, organized in 1908. The second son, Robert 
Barber Goodman, is secretary and manager of Goodman Lumber Com- 
pany at Gtoodman, Wisconsin, where the company has an extensive mod- 
ern plant for the manufacture and sale of lumber. The third son, James 
Franklin Goodman, is vice president of Dickason-Goodman Lumber Com- 
pany at Kansas City. 

Harry Benton Davis. One of the best known citizens of Kenosha 
is Harry Benton Davis, proprietor of the Maple House, the owner of 
much property in the city, and a prominent factor in local aflfairs. Mr. 
Davis has made the Maple House one of the most popular places of pub- 
lic entertainment in that city, and he possesses the genial characteristics 
of a man wh6 was born for his present profession. 

Harry B. Davis was bom in Morgan county, Ohio, January 14, 1880. 
His father was Benjamin Franklin Davis. He grew up in Ohio, received 
his education in the common schools at McConnelsville, and early in 
life started out to make his own way in the world. At the age of eight- 
een he was assisting his father in the oil fields of Western Virginia. 
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Four years later he went west to Colorado, where he lost every dollar 
he possessed, during one of the periods of financial depression in that 
district Returning east, he was associated with his father in contract 
work under the name of Davis and Son at Charleston, West Virginia, 
but at the end of one year sold out and moved to Kenosha. Mr. Davis 
has been identified with the citizenship of Kenosha since the fall of 
1904. He is manager of the Maple House, and to him is due the splen- 
did reputation of that hotel among the traveling public. Mr. Davis is 
a member of the Fraternal Order of EAgles at Kenosha, and of several 
other social and benevolent organizations. In politics he was a strong 
supporter of Bepublican doctrines, up to 1912, and at the split in the 
ranks of the party he went with Roosevelt and the Progressives. He 
was elected a delegate to the State Progressive Convention at Milwaukee, 
as a representative from Kenosha county. 

Mr. Davis has had a varied and on the whole successful career. His 
first practical work was in the oil fields at St. Mary's, in West Virginia, 
and while there he first engaged in the restaurant business, conducting 
what was known as the Columbia Restaurant, but at the end of two years 
sold out. After that he was an expert inspector for the Great Southern 
Gas & Oil Company at Zanesville, Ohio. Since coming to Wisconsin he 
has invested and dealt extensively in real estate, and now owns a large 
tract of land in the southwestern part of Kenosha. Mr. Davis is unmar- 
ried. He has always given his support to the Presbyterian church, and 
is a liberal contributor to all religious and charitable enterprises. He is 
fond of outdoor athletic sports, and all who know him account him in 
the best sense of the word a good fellow. * 

George S. Grubb. President of the Juneau County Bank, Mauston, 
(jeorge S. Grubb is one of the strongest and most influential factors in 
the business and commercial affairs of Juneau county. Though for a 
number of years he has enjoyed more than an average of prosperity, 
when a boy he was obliged to work hard for himself and his education, 
and only by ability and exceptional enengy has he reached his present 
position in affairs. 

George S. Grubb was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, March 16, 
1855, a son of Phillip P. and Phillipina (Rumpf ) Grubb. The father 
came out to Wisconsin in the year 1855, locating in Sauk county, 
where he was engaged in farming. He bought land from the govern- 
ment in Wisconsin at one dollar and a quarter an acre, and the entire 
tract was covered with timber. The reason settlers bought the timber- 
land was due to the fact that the impression had got abroad that 
prairie land was not good soil because it did not grow timber, and thus 
many valuable tracts of prairie were passed when the pioneers first 
reached this county. The first home of the Grubb family in Sauk 
county was a log house built of round logs with one room below and 
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one above. It coutiuued to be the home of the family until 1870, at 
which time he erected a modern frame house, and also a barn and 
improved the entire estate in an up-to-date style. He lived on the 
homestead until his death. He was a man of excellent judgment and 
highly respected in the community. He was a trustee of the Methodist 
church, served as school treasurer for many years, and his word and 
judgment were held in high respect by all his neighbors. 

George S. Grubb lived on his father's farm during his youth and 
attended school in the same neighborhood. School in those days ran 
for only seven months of the year, but owing to the fact that his labors 
were needed on the farm, his own attendance was limited to three 
months in each year. However, he continued in this way until he was 
nineteen years old, and managed to equip himself with an education 
sufficiept to enable him to teach. At the age of nineteen he began 
teaching and a year later took the earnings, which he had turned over 
to the care of his father, and spent a term at Oshkosh Normal school. 
After that, he taught every year for three years, and in this way 
advanced his education until he was graduated in 1881. Later he 
served as principal of the Elroy High school for two years, of the Maus- 
ton High school for four years and of the New Lisbon High school for; 
one year. From educational work he entered the banking business. In 
1890 he was elected president of the Juneau County Bank, which posi- 
tion he has held to the present day. In those days the total deposits 
amounted to only thirty-five thousand dollars against an amount now 
measured by half a million, so that the responsibilities of twenty years 
ago wer^ in no wise equal to those that now rest upon the shoulders of 
the bank officials. He is also a member of the Mauston school board, is 
affiliated with the local lodge of Masonry, and is also a Royal Arch 
Mason. 

On October 30, 1887, he married Miss Lucie Nuzum, a daughter of 
Rev. Geoi^ W. and Mary (Groves) Nuzum. Their children are Paul 
N., now an attorney at Edgerton^ Wisconsin; Lucile E., wife of John 
Merritt, professor of geology, Dartmouth College, Hanover, N. H. ; 
and Kenneth, who is a member of the class of 1914, Mauston High School. 

Judge Luther S. Dixon was the second chief justice of the supreme 
court of Wisconsin, having succeeded to that office after the death of 
Judge Edward V. Whiton in April, 1859. He qualified as chief justice 
on April 20, 1859, and served until his resignation on June 17, 1874. 

Coming of a stock of sturdy New England farmers, bom at Milton 
near Burlington, Vermont, June 17, 1825, he was educated in the com- 
mon schools and the academy and during the latter part of his student 
career paid his expenses by teaching school. He studied law in the 
office of Luke P. Poland, a judge of the Vermont supreme court, United 
States senator and congressman, and was admitted to the bar in 1850. 
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In 1851 came his removal to Wisconsin and he began practice at Portage 
an(J was twice elected district attorney of Columbia county. While in 
that oflSce he gained considerable reputation in his^ prosecution of a 
murder case which was defended by two of the ablest lawyers of the state. 
In 1858 Governor Randall appointed him judge of the ninth circuit to 
succeed A. L. Collins, and though he came to the bench at an early age 
•and with only seven years of professional experience, he showed great 
facility and fairness as a trial judge and proved a most acceptable and 
satisfactory incumbent of the office. Still comparatively unknown as a 
lawyer and with only a few months of judicial experience, Mr. Dixon in 
1859 was selected by Governor Randall to fill the office of chief justice 
of the supreme court, and yet seldom has an appointment to such a high 
office been followed and justified by better results. Judge Dixon went 
in first as a Republican, but in a few months his independence im 
upholding the appellate jurisdiction of the federal courts in Wisconsin 
alienated a large section of his party, and in the spring of 1860 the 
Republicans nominated a more acceptable candidate, and Judge Dixon 
ran independently, but after a spirited campaign was. elected by less than 
four hundred votes. Though the meagre salary of his office made his 
continuance as chief justice a personal sacrifice, he again accepted elec- 
tion in 1868 and was chief justice until 1874, when he yielded to the 
demands of his own interests and resigned to take up more lucrative 
employment at the bar. He then became a resident of Milwaukee, and 
was senior member of the firm of Dixon, Hooker, Wegg & Noyes, one 
of the strongest law firms of the state. Judge Dixon became a victim 
of asthma, and in 1879 removed to Colorado, where he built up a profit- 
able practice, though his family remained in Milwaukee and he always 
considered that city hii^ home. He returned to Milwaukee in November, 
1891, and his death occurred in that city on December 6, 1891. 

Pew judges of the higher courts in Wisconsin had a more important 
part in establishing the jurisprudence of the state, were more successful 
as lawyers, and probably none received greater admiration for the broad 
qualities of their professional character than Judge Dixon. Many 
estimates of his work and his character were delivered by his associates 
at the time of his death, and it will be sufficient to quote briefly from 
some of those eminent opinions in order to make this ^ketch an appro- 
priate valuation of his career. 

The following is from the memorial address of Charles E. Dyer: 
**The work of Judge Dixon as chief justice of this court began in 1859 
with the ninth volume of the reports, and closed in 1874 with the thirty- 
fifth volume, covering a period of about fifteen years. Richly endowed 
with the qualities essential to success in judicial labor, his work as 
a member of this court has indelibly impressed his name upon 
the jurisprudence of the state. In mental as in physical stature he 
was commanding, broad and strong, and his presence here will not be 
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forgotten by any who ever came to present their causes to this court 
in his time. The bench was his place. He was through and through 
a judge. He adorned and honored the judicial oflSce. He fulfilled its 
high requirements, and to say this of any man is to bestow upon him 
the most honortible eulogium.'' 

Representing the supreme court, Chief Justice Cole presented an 
^le opinion on his work as a judge, from which the following is a* 
partial quotation: **At the time of his appointment as chief justice 
he was a young man and comparatively unknown throughout the state 
as a lawyer and jurist. There was an impression, how general I will 
not undertake to say, that he had not suflScient professional training 
and experience to fully qualify for the high and responsible oflSce of 
chief justice when appointed; but a brief trial amply indicated the 
wisdom of his appointment . . . That he was firm and fearless 
in adhering to his convictions was singularly illustrated in 1859, when, 
contrary to the views of the political party with which he acted, he fear- 
lessly held to the opinion that the supreme court of the United States 
had the right, under its appelln.te jurisdiction, to review the judge- 
ment of this court which discharged on a writ of habeas corpus a 
citizen arrested for the violation of the fugitive slave law, so ready 
was he to disregard party ties and all party associations when they 
came in conflict with what he deemed to be the law. He came to this 
bench at a most critical period in the history of the court. Questions 
of constitutional law involving the objects, the limit, and rule of taxa- 
tion under our constitution; of the validity of municipal indebtedness; 
of the liability of railroad corporations for injuries to person and 
property resulting from the negligence of their employes, of the rela- 
tion of the federal and state judiciary; soon to be followed by the 
supremely important questions growing out of the rebellion, such as 
the power of the president to suspend by proclamation the writ of 
habeas corpus; the validity of the law authorizing the draft, and one 
permitting the soldiers in the field to exercise the elective franchise ; the 
validity of the legal tender act and of the bounty laws ; the right of con- 
gress to tax the process of state courts, and other kindred questions 
of transcendent interest to the people and the nation, were before the 
court or soon to come before the court for decision. Judge Dixon, in 
the disposition of these cases, played no subordinate part." 

The following observations on his opinions were written by Edwin 
E. Bryant in the Ch-een Bag: ''His decisions are always interesting 
reading. They are notable for their logical strength, and are never 
wanting in an unstudied eloquence and beauty of expression. He was 
a man of original' mind. He did his own thinking and reaxshed his 
own conclusions. Free from pride of opinion, he could review his 
own decisions, acknowledge errors and reverse or overrule himself. 
Usually of a serious and solid tone and style of discussion, there occa- 
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sionally crept into his opinions some quaint phase or metaphor or illus- 
tration revealing the wealth of humor which bubbled out in his private 
conversation. ' * 

Judge Dixon after retiring from the bench appeared as counsel in 
many notable cases, but only one will be noticed as illustrating some of 
his characteristics as a lawyer. During the early 70s the ** Granger" 
power became a dominant factor in Wisconsin politics, and one of the 
chief planks of its political platform was the regulation of railway 
rates. The governor and legislature were elected committed to the 
carryi/Ig out of that principle, and a law was passed fixing a limit 
to railway fares and freight within the state. The railroad companies 
determined to resist the law, and suits were accordingly instituted, 
one by the state to enjoin the companies from disregarding the law, 
and one in the federal court by a non-resident bondholder to enjoin 
the railroad commissioners from taking any steps to enforce the law. 
As described by Mr. Bryant in the Green Bag, ** Judge Dixon was 
retained in behalf of the state, and his friends were out in great force 
to hear *the effort of his life' at the bar. They were a little surprised 
and disappointed when he began. He had no brief; he hesitated. He 
pulled first from one pocket and then another little scraps of paper 
on which he had jotted down points and authorities. His effort, to the 
audience, seemed a flat failure; but it is told that, when the judges 
met in the consultation room. Judge Davis remarked 'Dixon has told 
us the law of this case'; and the court and later the supreme court 
of the United States, followed his exposition and settled the then burn- 
ing question as to legislative control over corporations." 

As a concluding paragraph in a brief sketch of one of Wisconsin's 
ablest jurists, the following words are quoted from a memorial pre- 
pared by a committee of the bar at the time of Judge Dixon's death: 
*' Among the many distinguished names on the roll of our profession 
in Wisconsin, none shines .with greater luster than his; none is more 
prominently associated with its judicial history, and he has graven 
deep and lasting lines of influence upon the jurisprudence of the state. 
Among our great jurists none will be longer remembered for the quali- 
ties that command admiration and kindle warm attachment than he, 
whose manly personality won the regard and confidence of men in every 
walk of life. To the members of the bar of the supreme court whose work 
reaches back to the period of his service there remains a memory of 
one who presided with eminent ability, with a befitting dignity so 
blended with kindness, patience, consideration for every advocate who 
appeared before him as to make him loved and honored by the whole 
brotherhood of the bar. To all these the announcement of his death 
brings a deep sorrow. The world seems more lonely when so manly, 
so strong and helpful and so gentle a spirit passes out of it; and our 
profession suffers a loss, the sense of which will long abide." 
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Frank H. Hanson. District attorney for Juneau county since 
1908, Mr. Hanson is one of the successful members of the Wisconsin 
bar, and has been making rapid progress since his graduation from 
University a few years ago. 

Frank H. Hanson was born at Mauston, in Juneau county, where 
he still has his home, on May 29, 1884. His father was Joseph T. Hanson, 
and the grandfather was Stephen T. Hanson. The maiden name of the 
mother was Sarah L. Randall, a daughter of Benjamin Randall. All 
were born in America, and came of English ancestry. Stephen Hanson 
was a sailor on the great lakes from the time he was twelve years of 
age until he reached the half century of his lifetime, aud during that 
time he is distinguished as having been the first captain to run a steam- 
boat on the lakes. After retiring from the great lake service he located 
on a farm in Juneau county, where he spent the remainder of his days. 
He was a man of much spirit and love of adventure and in his earlier 
years enlisted and fought for the liberation of Texas from Mexico, and 
took part in forming a battalion for that service. 

Joseph T. Hanson, the father, was bom at Gross Point, Michigan, 
attained his early education there and finished his schooling at Maus- 
ton, in Wisconsin, after the family home was established in the latter 
place. He was married in Juneau county. On his arrival in Mauston 
there were but four or five families living there, and only about forty 
in the entire county. He is still a resident of Mauston, and has held 
several positions of importance. He was at one time solicitor for the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, and also for the Board of 
Trade. In 1865 he enlisted in the Union army, becoming a sergeant 
with a Wisconsin regiment, and saw a brief period of service before 
the hostilities closed. He has held the office of county supervisor, jus- 
tice of the peace and has been pension attorney since 1890. He was 
a Republican when the party was organized and has always voted that 
ticket. Some years ago he wrote a history of Juneau county, com- 
prising one hundred and fifty pages. 

Frank H. Hanson has the following brothers and sisters: Alice, 
who died in infancy ; Monte, who married Helen Betz ; and Ethel, who 
died at the age of nineteen. In 1912 Mr. Hanson was himself married 
to Louise Griffith, a daughter of Robert and Mary (Jones) Griffith. 
Mr. Hanson attended school at Mauston during his boyhood and sub- 
sequently entered the University of Wisconsin, where he was a student 
in the literary and law department and was graduated LL. B. some 
five or six years ago. He has done a great deal of hard work, and in 
that way paid his way through college and entered his profession. He 
was a lineman for the Western Union Telegraph Company and also for 
the Great Northern Railroad, and for some time worked for the Twin 
City Traction Company as cashier. Since his admission to the bar he 
has devoted himself with great energy to his profession. He became 
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district attorney in 1908, was appointed divorce counsel in 1910, and 
served as city attorney during 1910-11. In politics he is a Republican. 

Judge Henby Gbaass. In the apportionments of human existence, 
few attain to positions of acknowledged eminence. It is an odd and 
instructive pursuit to take cognizance of how occasion waits on ability 
and preparedness, so that each individual at last attains the position 
for which he is best fitted. Iq the ranks of the legal profession the 
foregoing statements are constantly being proven. From the mass of 
ordinary material which clogs the avenues of this most learned calling 
are chosen the men whose natural endowments and superior abilities 
qualify them for positions of public trust and responsibility. It is but 
another example of the wondrous natural selection of those who have 
the right to rule — the survival of the fittest. It is by no means inap- 
propriate in this connection to sketch the career of one of Door 
county's most distinguished legists and jurists, the Hon. Henry Graass, 
judge of the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit. Through his own unaided 
exertions, through merit and capacity, he has risen from the country 
schoolroom to a place of acknowledged distinction on the bench and to 
a deserved position in the confidence of his fellow-citizens. 

Judge Henry Graass was bom at Sturgeon Bay, Door county, Wis- 
consin, July 17, 1875, and is a son of John P. and Minna (Wagener) 
Graass, both now deceased. His father, a native of Germany, emi- 
grated to the United States in young manhood, and located at Sturgeon 
Bay, and was subsequently married at Algoma, Wisconsin, the mother 
being a native of Manitowoc. Mr. Graass was one of the first men to 
begin work on the Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan Ship Canal. He 
was a man of modest circumstances, never courted publicity, was con- 
tent to follow a simple life and to be known as a decent and God-fear- 
ing citizen, and at all times had the respect and esteem of the people 
of his community. He and his wife were the parents of five children : 
Alice, who married German Fretchler, chief of police of Sturgeon Bay, 
Wisconsin ; Henry, of this review ; Miss Catherine ; Frank N., the well 
known exporter of evergreen seeds, whose business is almost entirely 
carried on with foreign countries; and Josephine, who married Henry 
A. Foeller, of Green Bay. 

The boyhood and youth of Judge Henry Graass were passed at 
Sturgeon Bay, where he attended the public school and was graduated 
from high school with the class of 1894. He has shown himself an 
earnest and industrious scholar, making the most of his opportunities 
and evidencing a desire for knowledge, and was soon able to secure a 
license to teach in the district schools. He was thus engaged, and as 
a teacher in the schools of Sturgeon Bay, for a period of seven years, 
and during this time had devoted himself to study with the idea ever in 
view of entering the legal profession. Eventually, in 1900, he became 
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a stud^it in the law department of the University of Wisconsin, at 
Madison, in 1903 was graduated from that institution with his degree. 
It is worthy of note that Judge Graass secured his own education, the 
means therefor being secured by working as an attorney for the state 
game warden department in 1902 and 1903, and in the offices of Burr 
W. Jones and Judge E. Bay Stevens, of Madison. While at college 
he **made" the Inter-Collegiate Debating Team, and in 1902 took part 
in the debate with the University of Iowa, his university taking the 
affirmative on the question: ** Resolved, that the national banks should 
establish branches and be permitted to issue an elastic currency." He 
distinguished himself as an athlete, playing tackle on the Varsity 
eleven in 1900, was president one year of the Luther S. Dixon Law 
Club, and was popular among his fellow members of the Phi Delta 
Phi and Delta Upsilon fraternities. These achievements were but 
prophecies of the honors he was soon to reap in the real world outside 
of college halls. Upon his return to his native city he was at once 
admitted to the bar, and by the following year his abilities had been 
so thoroughly recognized that he was elected city attorney. This was 
followed in 1905 by election to the county district attorneyship, and 
he continued to act in that capacity until resigning to qualify for the 
office of circuit judge of the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, to which high 
position he was elected in April, 1913, to^ succeed Judge Samuel Hast- 
ings. As a lawyer he seems to have assimilated the principles of juris- 
prudence and to be able to supply from his intellectual reservoir a 
correct solution to any new combination of details that will stand the 
test of severest criticism. As a jurist his decisions have been delivered 
with dignify, impartiality and a high regard for the best traditions of 
the bench, and he has won the entire confidence of the legal fraternity. 
As soon as he had assured his professional success. Judge Graass 
was married, November 25, 1903, the lady being Cora M. Anger, a 
diaughter of William and Anna Anger, and to this union there has 
been bom one daughter, Margaretta N.. Notwithstanding Judge 
Graass' arduous judicial duties, he finds leisure to devote to the obliga- 
tions of social life, where his affability and courtesy render him a gen- 
eral favorite. An ardent Republican, Judge Graass is known as one 
of the original La FoUette men, and through his efforts the convention 
was won for the Wisconsin statesman. 

The Ahebigan National Bank of Marshfield, of which Thomas D. 
Spalding is cashier, and one of the well known young bankers of Wood 
county, was formerly the German- American Bimk, established in 1892. 
That this is one of the strongest financial institutions of this section of 
the state is indicated by brief reference to its latest reports of resources 
and liabilities. With a capitid stock of fifty thousand dollars it has 
surplus and undivided profits of more than forty thousand dollars, and 
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the deposits, the chief index of the bank's reputation, now amount to 
nearly six hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Its total resources are 
more than three-quarters of a million dollars. W. D. Connor is presi- 
dent, P. N. Christensen is vice president, Thomas D. Spalding is cashier, 
and the directors, all of whom are prominent citizens in this vicinity, are 
Henry Kalsched, P. N. Christenlten, W. D. Connor, Robert Connor, E. M. 
Deming, Philip Adler and K. W. Doege. 

Hon. Habby Chapman Martin. Since 1898 representing the seven- 
teenth senatorial district, Mr. Martin has been twice honored by his 
colleagues in the senate with the oflSce of president protem, chosen to 
that honor in 1911, and again in 1913. Senator Martin has practiced 
law at Darlington for thirty years, and has long been regarded as one 
of the successful lawyers and most astute public leaders in that section 
of the state. 

Harry Chapman Martin was bom on a farm near Darlington, in 
Lafayette county, Wisconsin, December 15, 1854. The first nine years 
of his life were spent on a farm, after which his parents moved to Dar- 
.lington. As a boy he had the distinction of attending a little red school 
house a mile and a half from his home, and his education was later 
continued through the public schools of Darlington. Senator Martin 
acquired largely through his own efforts a liberal education. After 
teaching for one year he entered the University of Wisconsin and was 
graduated in 1879. His law studies were then carried on privately, 
and he was admitted to the bar in 1881, and has since practiced at 
Darlington. 

His career began soon after his admission to the bar, with his 
appointment as county superintendent of schools in Lafayette county. 
He was subsequently twice elected to the same oflSce. In 1887 he was 
chosen mayor of the city of Darlington and re-elected in 1888. For 
several years he was city attorney, and in 1892 was elected district 
attorbey of Lafayette county. In 1895 Mr. Martin was sent to the 
state assembly to fill a vacancy caused by the death of James Freeman. 
In 1898 he was elected by the seventeenth district to the state senate, 
and re-election has come regularly in 1902, 1906 and 1910. At the 
last election he received 5,639 votes against 4,186 votes for Thomas H. 
Arthur, the Democratic candidate, besides about fifty votes cast for 
other nominees. Gbvemor Davidson appointed Senator Martin the 
Senate member of the legislative committee to visit the charitable, 
penal and reformatory institutions of the state. Senator Martin was a 
member of the Republican State Centr&l Committee four years, and 
was chosen from the first congressional district as delegate to the 
National Republican Convention at Chicago in 1908. For five years 
he was a member of the Wisconsin National Guards, served as presi- 
dent of the alumni association of the University of Wisconsin in 1904, 
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was president of the high school board at Darlington from 1895 until 
he resigned in 1910, and has frequently been honored with those dis- 
tinctions and responsibilities which are conferred on the leading citi- 
zens. Senator Martin is a director in the Citizens' National Bank of 
Darlington. 

Orlando Holway. For more than thirty years an active iigure 
in the Wisconsin National Guards, and now serving as adjutant-general 
of that oiiganization for the state, Orlando Holway is a prominent 
business man of Merrillan, and both in industrial and commercial 
affairs and in military circles his name is one of recognized prominence 
throughout Wisconsin. For a number of years he was closely identified 
with lumber operations, was long a resident and business man of La- 
Crosse, and for several years has had his home in Merrillan. 

Orlando Holway was bom October 10, 1857, in LaCrosse county, 
a son of N. B. and Sarah (Blackwell) Holway. His father, who came 
west in 1854, took up a homestead in LaCrosse county, was one of the 
early settlers, and later prominent in business affairs. His primary 
vocation was that of farming, but in later years he was a lumberman 
and engaged in that business until his death in 1893. He was twice 
married, and had five children by his union with Sarah Blackwell. 

Bom on the old homestead settled by his father in LaCrosse county, 
Orlando Holway, the oldest .of his mother's children, attended the 
public schools, and was given an exceptionally liberal education. In 
1877 he gAiduated from Shattuck Military Academy at Faribault, Min- 
nesota, and in 1880 took the Bachelor of Science degree at Trinity 
College in Hartford, Connecticut. At the close of his college days he 
spent one year as a teacher at Cheshire Academy in Connecticut, was 
then employed with the surveying corps of the Chicago, Milwaukee 
and St. Paul Railroad, and from 1882 to 1889 was engaged in the real 
estate business at Wausau. Returning to LaCrosse, he took charge of 
his father's retail lumber yard, and continued as its active manager 
until 1905. In that year Mr. Holway became associated in the pur- 
chases of seventy-five thousand acres of ** cut-over'* timber lands in 
this state, and has since devoted much of his time to the sale and 
development of this tract, having brought in a great many substantial 
colonists to make farms of land which at one time was valuable only 
for its timber. 

In November, 1882, Mr. Holway joined the National Guards of Wis- 
consin as private of Company G, of the Third Regiment, that company 
having its headquarters at Wausau. Later followed his promotion to 
first lieutenant, then to captain, and finally regimental adjutant. At 
the outbreak of the Spanish- American war he went out with the troops 
of Wisconsin, and when the war was over and the regiment was reor- 
ganized he was commissioned colonel, an office he held until September 
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30, 1913. At that date he assumed his duties as adjutant-general of the 
National Guards of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Holway is aflSliated with the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, and in politics is independent. He is a former member of the 
LaCrosse club, and served as its president one year. In June, 1883, 
at LaCrosse Mr. Holway married Miss Delia Griswold, a daughter of 
Harrison and Marion Griswold. To this union have been born three 
children: Orlando G., now a student in the University of Wisconsin; 
William C. and Gordon S., both at home. 

Fred N. Norton. A lifelong resident of Wisconsin, with home at 
Medford, since the pioneer days of that locality, Mr. Norton is a grad- 
uate from that rugged school of the old days on the river and in the 
lumber woods, when weaklings were unknown and when muscular 
strength and agility, and the ready acceptance of the hazards and cir- 
cumstances of a rough life were the highest badge of manhood and 
fellowship. In recent years Mr. Norton has given up most of his lumber 
operations and is devoting his capital and enterprise to the development 
of a different kind of a new country — chiefly the prairies of western 
Canada. The people of Medford and vicinity esteem Fred Norton 
as a leader, and a man whose career and influence have had a valuable 
share in community welfare. , 

Fred N. Norton was bom in Fond du Lac county, about a mile and 
a half Jrom Oak Center in the town of Oakfield, October 14, 1858. His 
parents were George W. and Emma (Levamway) Norton. Both these 
family names have been identified with Wisconsin since the early 
pioneer epoch. Both father and mother were brought to Wisconsin 
as children, and the families came in wagons drawn by ox teams, many 
years before railroads and other transportation facilities were developed, 
and before the wilderness was cleared. The Norton family settled in 
Manitowoc county, where the grandfather established his home and 
made farming his occupation. There Grandfather Norton died, and 
his widow later took her family to Oakfield township, in Fond du Lac' 
county, and her death occurred in Taylor county, in 1875, at the age 
of seventy-five. The grandparents had three children : Hannah ; George 
W. ; and Baxter, who was killed in the Civil war. George W. Norton 
grew to manhood on a Wisconsin farm, and was among the first to enlist 
when the Rebellion broke out. His enlistment was at Oak Center in 
Company K, of the Tenth Wisconsin Volunteers. He was mustered in 
at Waupon, and fought in all the battles of his regiment, being wounded 
in the left arm during the great Wilderness conflict. During his earlier 
years his energies were devoted chiefly to lime burning, and the de- 
velopment of a stone quarry on his farm. Later he took up railroad 
construction, as a contractor assisting in the building of a railroad 
from Pond du Lac to Milwaukee. The family have always been 
pioneers, advancing with the frontier and assisting in the development 
of new country. From southeastern Wisconsin George W. Norton 
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moved to Taylor county when its area was practically one unbroken 
forest, and did some work there as a railroad contractor. In 1873 he 
took up a homestead where the village of Whittelsey has since been 
located. In 1874, his attention was given to logging operations, and 
from that time forward he was prominently identified with t^e lumber 
industry in that section of Wisconsin. His name is also remembered 
in connection with some of the first insurance work done in that locality. 
His death occurred on his Taylor county farm, at the age of sixty 
years. 

George W. Norton was married at Fond du Lac to Emma Levarn- 
way, a daughter of Joseph and Eunice (Woodley) Levarnway. Her 
parents were among the pioneers at Two Eivers, Wisconsin, later locat- 
ing in Sheboygan county, and from there moved to Fond du Lac, where 
Eunice Levarnway died. Joseph Levarnway afterwards developed 
his farm near Colby^ in Clark county. He was born in Paris, France, 
January 15, 1800, and died at the home of his daughter Emma Norton, 
on January 15, 1903, just one hundred and three years of age to the 
day. He was a remarkable man, was strong and active almost to the 
last, and possessed a good memory and keen intellect. Emma <Levarn- 
way) Norton, is still living and was the mother of four children: Fred 
Milton; Frank E., of Vii^nia, Minnesota; Alice, wife of Benjamin 
Weideman, of Idaho; and Jessie, wife of Raymond Hoag, of Idaho. 
The early boyhood of Fred N. Norton was spent in Fond du Lac county. 
Only a few months schooling in a country school-house were his por- 
tion while growing up, and most of his education has been acquired in 
later life through travel and association with the business world. Pos- 
sessed of a ready intelligence, he has applied himself to the duties 
which lay nearest at hand, and has mastered problems as they have 
arisen. Thus he has seldom had cause to regret the lack of early 
advantages, and has always been able to keep up with the procession. 
Reared at a time when Wisconsin's chief industry was lumbering, it 
was only natural that he took to the woods and became identified with 
"^the activities of logging and lumbering.. Beginning as a swamper, in 
a short time his quickness and ability had advanced him to the place of 
general manager, in which capacity he served some of the largest com- 
panies operating in that part of Wisconsin. Early in his career he saw 
the need of the practical knowledge of surveying, in connection with 
his work, and readily mastered that profession. At the age of eighteen, 
Mr. Norton was foreman of a crew of men, and in the fall of the year 
when he was twenty-two years of age, became general manager of the 
lumbering department for the firm of Sanger & Rockwell, the largest 
manufacturers of sash and door in the state. Among the other con- 
cerns with which he was identified before taking up independent opera- 
tion, might be mentioned the Henry Sherry Company, of which he was 
general njanager for two years; he was in charge of the Wisconsin 
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business for the Ramsey Laud Company for seven years; and for two 
years represented the Standard Land & Lumber Company, of Dubuque, 
Iowa. With an ample experience and considerable capital of his own, 
Mr. Norton then became an independent operator, and his record com- 
prises the successful management of many large contracts in logging 
operations. Most of his interests in the lumber area were sold in 
1906, and since that time his attention has been diverted to the develop- 
ment of Canadian farm lands. He was one of the American capitalists, 
who foresaw the great future for the country of western Canada, par- 
ticularly in the prairie province of Saskatchewan, where he bought 
five sections of land in the Saskatchewan valley. All that land is now 
being developed, and placed in a high state of cultivation. His sons, 
as well as himself are dividing their time' between Saskatchewan and 
Medford, which* they always call home. Mr. Norton is also interested 
in large tracts of timber land in Columbia, near Vancouver, and has 
extensive farm lands in the old Badger state near Medford. 

Mr. Norton has been a successful man in business affairs, has always 
been a hard worker, and to his industry must be credited not only his high 
position among men of affairs, but also his good health. He recalls many 
pleasing incidents in the early lumber days of Wisconsin, days of con- 
tinuous and unremitting hard work when it was deemed the height of 
cowardice for any one to stand back from the presence of risk and 
hardship. While Mr. Norton has for some years been in a position 
to retire comfortably, he can still get back into the harness with all 
former vim, and often works as hard as many men who are years his 
junior. 

On November 26, 1883, Fred Nelson Norton was married to Margaret 
Connaughty, of Pond du Lac, a daughter of Martin and Mart Con- 
naughty, pioneer farmers who took up land under the preemption act. 
Mr. and Mrs. Norton are the parents of five children,, mentioned as 
follows: Mayme is the wife of Anthony E. Hilstrum, living in Sas- 
katchewan, Canada, and they have one child, Earl Norton Hilstrum; 
Fred J. married Lillian Larcom, and lives on a ranch in Saskatchewan ; 
Perry W., married Rose Metz, lives on a ranch at Wilcox, Saskatch- 
ewan, and they have one child, Fred Nelson; Earl T., lives and assists 
in the operation of the Saskatchewan land, and the youngest, Donald, 
is likewise engaged. 

Mr. Norton is aflUiated with the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks at Marshfield, the Modem Woodmen of America at Medford, 
the Modem Brotherhood at Medford, and the Catholic Order of 
Foresters at Medford. He belongs to the Madison Council of the 
Knights of Columbus, and he and his family worship in the Holy 
Rosary Catholic church at Medford. 

The R. H. Gn4B Publishing Company. The successful business 
of the R. H. Gile Publishing Company of Merrillan, now the most 
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extensive publishers of legal blanks in the state of Wisconsin, was built 
up on an idea and an ideal. The founder of the business was the late 
Bulef Herr Gile. He began business at Merrillan as a printer and 
newspaper publisher in 1878, and that year may be assumed as the 
date of the beginning for the present business. The firm as it exists 
today was incorporated in 1909,and two sons of the originator of the 
business are now active in its management and ownership. It was while 
proprietor of the Merrillan Leader that Mr. R. H. Gile conceived the 
possibility of the legal blank business of Wisconsin, and he gradually 
worked up a business in that line which assumed more than local pro- 
portions. His success was due to a trait of his character that was man- 
ifest throughout his life. He did everything just as perfectly as 
it could be done, and never slighted a single detail. That was a char- 
acteristic which makes for permanent success in any endeavor. When 
he began to publish legal blanks his aim at all times was to make every 
form just as good as it could be made, have the paper what it should 
be, and correct printing of every line, dot and punctuation mark. Such 
care necessarily entailed a great deal of extra work, and consequently his 
blanks were more expensive than some others. Still in time their users 
came to appreciate the class of work, and were very willing to pay 
for the extra cost. On such a foundation the business grew very rapidly, 
and in June, 1899 had assumed such proportions that Mr. Gile dis- 
continued his personal supervision of the newspaper, which he had 
all the intervening years conducted, and moved the legal blank business 
to Milwaukee. In that city it continued to grow, and the same ideals 
which ruled it in the earlier stages have since been maintained. On 
January 1, 1909, a new company was formed for the management of the 
Merrillan Leader, so that Mr. Gile was relieved of all connection with 
the paper. In the same year the legal blank business was reorganized 
as the R. H. Gile Publishing Company, and the two sons, Ray and 
Earl, became oflBcers of the corporation. In November, 1910 the com- 
pany moved its plant from Milwaukee back to Merrillan, and in 1912 
absorbed the Cantwell legal blank business at Madison. With these 
changes and improvements the R. H. Gile Publishing Company is easily 
the largest manufacturers of legal blanks in the state. The mottoes 
of the company are ''service'' and ** quality.'' 

Rulef Herr Gile, the founder of this business, who died at his home 
in Merrillan, was born at Addison, New York, November 20, 1854. 
When he was a boy his parents moved to Wautoma, Wisconsin, and in 
that village he learned the cutter's trade. He was an only son and 
child, and his own sons are now the only representatives of the family. 
Up to 1877 he was employed as a printer in various oflSces, and in that 
year came to Merrillan and found work in the Leader oflSce. In Feb- 
ruary, 1878, he bought a half interest in the paper, and in the following 
July acquired the sole proprietorship. There is perhaps no man who 
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did more for the village of Merrillan since it was a logging camp thirty 
years ago than Rulef Herr Gile. 

Coming to the village when a young man, he was closely identified 
with its development and prosperity all the remaining years of his life, 
and had his chief affection centered in the village even while he was 
a resident and in business at Milwaukee. He continued to manage 
the Leader as a first class local newspaper until the business which he 
had first stated as a job-printing branch had assumed such proportions 
that it was necessary to devote practically all his time to it, and he then 
turned over the responsible management to others. Prom 1899 for about 
ten years Mr. Gile lived in Milwaukee, but with the incorporation of the 
present concern, when his two sons came into an active share of the 
business responsibilities, the father returned to Merrillan. He built 
a house on the south bank of the creek in a very picturesque spot, and 
arranged everything for the comfort and convenience of himself and 
family. It had long been his ambition to have a beautiful home and he 
took great pleasure in preparing the grounds and arran^ng those com- 
forts and adornment which are a source of lasting pleasure to the true 
home lover. He was busied with the completion of his farm and was 
beginning to realize the dream of many years, when death overtook 
him. 

While Mr. Gile was a firm believer in the churches and in church 
work, and was a liberal contributor to their support he was not affiliated 
with any denomination. He belonged to the Masonic lodge of Merrillan, 
having taken his first degree at Humbird, and was one of the charter 
members of the Merrillan lodge. He also took the Royal Arch degrees, 
and was a member of the Commandary of Knights Templar at Mil- 
waukee. Before coming to Merrillan in 1874, Mr. Gile was united in 
marriage with Miss Charlotte R. Herrick. They had their home in 
Merrillan from 1877 until October, 1894, when Mrs. Gile died. Their 
two sous were Ray E. and Earl G. On June 1, 1899, Mr. Gile married 
Miss Mary Dougherty at Stevens Point. She still siirvives. Ray E. 
Gile, the oldest son of R. H. Gile, was bom July 4, 1883, received his 
education at Merrillan and in the Milwaukee East Division High 
School, from which he was graduated in 1903. He worked as a book- 
keeper at Wausau, was for a time connected with the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company at Rockford, Illinois, and since 1909 has been 
actively identified with the R. H. Gile Publishing Company. 

Earl G. Gile was bom January 22, 1889, graduated from the East 
Division High School at Milwaukee in 1906, and in 1907 entered Law- 
rence College at Appleton, attended school there two years, and has 
gince been one of the active managers of the publishing company. 

J. C. Lewis, president of the First National Bank, of Antigo, Wis- 
consin, has been officially connected with the bank since its organization, 
Vol vm— 22 
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first as vice president and since 1910 as president of the bank. For more 
than thirty-one years Mr. Lewis has been a resident of the city, having 
located here in 1881, and establishing a retail hardware store, which he 
continued to operate until 1910. He retired from the business then to 
assume the presidency of the bank, to which he has since devoted him- 
self completely. 

Bom in Columbia county, Wisconsin, on July 8, 1856, J. C. Lewis is 
a son of H. O. and Elizabeth (Jones) Lewis, both of them natives of 
Wales, who located in Columbia county prior to the birth of the subject. 
They lived on a farm there for some time and then moved to Portage, 
in the came county, where the father took up work as a blacksmith and 
dealer in implements, and he is still living in Portage, aged eighty-three, 
though his wife is now deceased. 

In Portage, Wisconsin, J. C. Lewis gained the main parts of his edu- 
cation, the public schools contributing to his enlightenment. When he 
reached the age of twenty-two he had completed an apprenticeship to the 
tinsmith's trade, and going to Waupaca he worked at his trade there in 
the branch store of the man with whom he learned his work. Three and 
a half years did he continue there, and then went to Merrill, Wisconsin, 
as manager of a hardware store at that place. After a short time at Mer- 
rill he came to Antigo and here established himself in the hardware 
business. He some years ago erected the fine brick building now occu- 
pied by the Antigo Hardware Company, and in 1887 he built the fine 
place just across the street from the First National Bank, which he 
occupied for seventeen years, or until he moved into his present quarters 
in 1904. Prosperity has been the portion of Mr. Lewis since he estab- 
lished himself here in business, and he has been worthily connected with 
many of the leading financial and industrial activities and enterprises 
that have had their inception in Antigo. 

Mr. Lewis has taken his proper place in the affairs pertaining to the 
public life of the city and county. In 1887-1888 he was county treas- 
urer, and has given valued service in many positions. He served as chair- 
man of the county board and as a member of the school board found an 
especially fair field for the exercise of his public spirit. As alderman, 
also, has he given the city of his best, and proven in no uncertain terms 
the quality and character of his citizenship. He is secretary of the 
Antigo Telephone Company, of Antigo, among other interests of a like 
nature, tod takes his place among the foremost men of the city. A 
Mason of the thirty-second degree and a Shriner, he has long been prom- 
inent in Masonic circles, but maintains no other fraternal affiliations. 

In 1861 Mr. Lewis was married in Waupaca, Wisconsin, to Miss Mat- 
tie G. Lord, the daughter of George L. Lord, and to them five children 
have been bom: Bessie; J. Parrish, who is in the bond department of 
the First Trust and Savings Company of Milwaukee; Martha and Hugh 
Lewis and one who died in infancy. 
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Otis L. Trenabt. Modern business requires practical and thorough 
training in the same degree as the professions and sciences. In the 
southern half of the state of Wisconsin there are no institutions which 
aflford a better curriculum and practical business education than the 
colleges of commerce located at Kenosha and at Bacine, both of which 
were founded and are still conducted by Otis L. Trenary. These schools, 
since their beginning in particularly the Kenosha College, which was 
founded twenty years ago, has trained and graduated hundreds of 
young men and women, and given them a thorough preparation for 
entrance into business life. The Kenosha College had a beginning 
under diflBculties, and for some years its existence was difl&cult, and 
its founders had many obstacles to overcome before placing this school 
on that fine basis, but now for some years it has been recc^nized as 
one of the strongest educational centers of its kind in Wisconsin, and 
has an appropriate place in the history of Wisconsin's education. 

The Kenosha College of Commerce was founded in June, 1893, its 
first quarters being in Simmons' Hall, where it was conducted for two 
months with only four pupils, and the enrollment for the entire year 
only reached thirty. Many people were of the opinion that the town 
was too small to support such a school, and furthermore, Mr. and Mrs. 
Trenary who did most of the teaching during those first months, were 
strangers in the county, and they had to pass the initiate novitiate, 
which is a bar to be crossed before entering any profession. 

After the close of the first year, the first floor of the County Court- 
house was leased for the school, and provided excellent quarters 
during the early days of growth. The third year was begun with only 
eight pupils, and several weeks passed before the school had attained 
numbers suflScient to be supporting. In time these difficulties passed 
away, and for many years now the school has had an ample enrollment, 
and the calls upon its graduates for office assistants and other posi- 
tions in business have been more than could be filled. In the Fall of 
1900 the County Board concluded to use the rooms formerly occupied 
by the college, and a new home was therefore required. The experience 
of the previous years had taught the proprietors just what was needed, 
and in accordance with that experience they designed and built the 
Kenosha building, which has since been the school home. The equip- 
ment of the building, and other facilities for carrying on educational 
work are perhaps not surpassed anywhere in the state, and besides 
this fact of increasing the efficiency of the school, the new quarters have 
also added to the dignity and standing of the College of Commerce as 
an institution. The curriculum of the College of Commerce has been 
set in pace with modem progress. Some of the earlier studies have 
been abandoned, and more profitable practical courses substituted. The 
object throughout being to provide practical instruction without any 
of its friUs. The success of the Kenosha College caused Mr. Trenary 
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to found a similar school at Racine. The school at Racine has now 
been in existence for more than four years, since it sprang full grown 
into existence on the basis of the reputation of the old school, it has 
none of the struggles which characterized the history of the Kenosha 
College, but as a companion of the old school it has had a career of 
remarkable success. The Racine building was likewise built especially 
for this College of Commerce, and is a handsome two story brick resi- 
dence, designed and equipped in every way for practical utility. Mr, 
Trenary supervises the work of both institutions, and as the schools 
are only forty-five minutes ride apart, he is able to give both of them 
his close attention every day. 

Otis L. Trenary, whose home is in Kenosha is a native of Wisconsin, 
having been bom on a Kenosha county farm September 24, 1865. He 
is the third in the family of John P. and Elizabeth A. (Stephens) Tren- 
ary. His parents are both natives of England, whence they came to 
America when young, first locating in Grant county, Wisconsin. The 
father 'was a ship builder by trade, and followed that occupation for 
many years, subsequently locating at Platteville, Grant county, where 
he turned his attention chiefly to general farming and stock raising. 
Some years later he moved to Kenosha county, where he continued in 
the same occupation, and resided on the old homestead in that county 
until his death which occurred in January, 1903, when he was about 
sixty-seven years of age. His widow now resides in Platteville, 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. Otis L. Trenary received his early education in the public schools 
of Champaign, Illinois, and began his career as a common school teacher 
in Wisconsin. In this state he taught two years, and then taught two 
years as an instructor in the College of Commerce in Des Moines, Iowa. 
While at Des Moines, he met and married Miss, Lou A. Colvin of that 
city, where she was reared and educated, though born in Pennsylvania. 
After their marriage Mr. Trenary located at Kansasville, Wisconsin, 
but soon afterwards moved to Kenosha, where, as already related, he 
established the College of Commerce, and was the capable and ready 
assistant of his wife. He carried this through after many difficulties 
to its present high standing and fine success. 

Mr. and Mrs. Trenary are the parents of two children: Donald C. 
who was born July 4, 1906 ; Gladys M., bom in 1894, is a teacher in the 
Racine College of Commerce. Fraternally Mr. Trenary is affiliated 
with Lodge No. 750, B. P. 0. E. of Kenosha, beiug exalted ruler of the 
lodge for two terms. His residence is at 322 Market street, Kenosha. 

Albert A. Johnson, B. S. in Agriculture, Director of the New York 
State School of Agriculture on Long Island, Agriculturist and Organ- 
izer of Agricultural Schools. 

Mr. Albert A. Johnson, a man of high attainments and of the most 
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intense enthusiasm and ambition in his chosen field of endeavor, a 
native of the State of Wisconsin, was born near the village of MacFar- 
land, Dane county, on the first of January, 1880. His parents, Isaac 
and Aasa (Bakka) Johnson, are numbered among those who became 
real and prominent factors in the civic and industrial development and 
progress of Wisconsin. 

The grandparents upon immigrating to this country from Norway 
became pioneer settlers of Dane county, in which are now situated the 
Capitol of the State and also the University of Wisconsin. Here they 
continued to reside until their death, and their names merit a high place 
on the roll of the worthy pioneers of that beautiful and opulent section 
of the state. 

The son, Isaac Johnson, continued to be numbered among the> rep- 
resentative agriculturists and substantial citizens of Dane county until 
1880, when he removed with his family to Day county. South Dakota, 
where he obtained a large landed estate and continued to be successfully 
engaged in agricultural pursuits until his death. After the death of 
the father, the mother was left with her two small children, Albert A., 
and Mina, and became burdened with the necessity of providing a 
means for their care and upbringing. 

The boyhood days of Mr. Johnson were spent with his mother and 
sister in the vast solitude of the prairies of Day county. South Dakota, 
and it was among these surroundings that he received his first impres- 
sions of life and where was formed the thoughts and convictions which 
were to serve as the foundation of his later life. The early education 
which he received was such as one might readily suppose could be obtained 
in a country such as he lived in. It was not until he had attained 
the age of fiif teen that the matter of his schooling became an important 
question in his life, when it was finally decided that he should visit 
the home of an uncle and attend during the winter months the school 
at Elbow Lake, Minnesota, returning to his prairie home and farm 
life during the summer. After progressing with his school work at 
Elbow Lake, it was planned that he and his sister should attend the 
grammar school at Webster, South Dakota. 

It was but two years after he had entered upon his work at Web* 
ster that his early schooling was destined to be brought to a sudden 
close. A world calamity had taken place. An occurrence which was 
destined not only to influence the life of nations but one which was to 
materially influence the life of Mr. Johnson, and which was to open 
up the way to a life of battie and hardship, the result of which impressed 
upon his mind the goal of an ambition. The United States Battieship 
Maine had been destroyed ; the call for men had been sounded, and Mr. 
Johnson left the little town of Webster, discontinued his studies at the 
grammar school, and after receiving the heart-broken consent of his 
mother, once more left the parental home, this time to enter into a life 
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of untold suflEering and hardship. After enlisting for service in the 
Spanish- American war he became a member of Grigsby's Cavalry, but 
was later transferred to the First Regiment, South Dakota Volunteers, 
a command made up of the country's most sturdy men, one organized 
for active service, and finally, the regiment that fought more battles 
and in whose ranks more men were killed in battle than perchance in 
any other one body of men during the entire Spanish- American War 
an4 Philippine Insurrection. Mr. Joluison remained with his com- 
mand in the Philippine Islands for eighteen months, and after receiving 
his honorable discharge he returned to his home in South Dakota. 
Thereafter he attended the South Dakota State Agricultural College, 
at Brookings, for three years, after which he entered the College of 
Agriculture of the University of Wisconsin, from which institution he 
was graduated as a member of the class of 1907, and from which he 
received the degree of Bachelor of Science in Agriculture. While at 
college Mr. Johnson became a prominent athlete, making both the foot- 
ball and track teams of the University, securing the state record for the 
strength and hammer test, competing in prominent events throughout 
the entire country, through his high standing in the American Athletic 
Union, and winning fourteen medals as the result of a successful career 
in the Olympian Qames. 

In 1907, after receiving his d^^ee from the University of Wiscon- 
sin, Mr. Johnson accepted the Professorship of Agriculture at the North 
Georgia Agricultural College, at Dahlonega, Georgia, at which institu- 
tion he reorganized the agricultural department, establishing it as a 
distinct school of the college, and of which he was appointed director. 
In 1908 he left Georgia to accept the principalship of the Marinette 
County School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy, at Marinette, 
Wisconsin. This school was one of the first of its kind to be established 
by the State of Wisconsin, and its success paved the way to the realiza- 
tion of the importance of developing the rural phases of industrial 
education. Under the personal direction of Mr. Johnson this school rose 
from the lowest in attendance among the agricultural schools of the 
state to that of the highest. In 1909 Mr. Johnson resigned his position 
as principal of the Marinette Agricultural School to again enter the 
field of organizing, and the La Crosse County School of Agriculture and 
Domestic Economy located in Onalaska, four miles from the city of La 
Crosse, become established under the personal direction of Mr. Johnson. 
The work at Onalaska proved a greater success than had that at Marin- 
ette. The La Crosse School was the first in the state to make a direct 
effort in combining the practical work with the theoretic, and had for 
its sole object the education of the farmer's boys and girls who did not 
wish to take up an extensive college course, but who were anxious to get 
that form of training which would be most useful to them when they 
took charge of the home farm or the farm home. The school was made 
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the agricultural center of the community, and the farmers were free to 
call upon it for assistance in any line of work pertaining to farming 
and home making. On October 9th, 1909, the school was opened to 
students for the first time, and within two months it was crowded to 
its capacity, there being over one hundred and fifty students enrolled. 
In 1911 Mr. Johnson assumed charge of liie organization of the Mil- 
waukee County School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy, at 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, his selection for this office having constituted a 
definite tribute to his technical and administrative ability and eviden- 
cing the high regard in which he is held in his native state. Upon him 
was devolved the entire responsibility of organizing and equipping the 
school. Mr. Johnson remained with this institution as superintendent 
until January 1st, 1914, when he accepted the New York State position 
as organizer and director of the New York State School of Agriculture 
on Long Island, located at Farmingdale, Long Island. This school will 
be independent of any other educational school, and beside the accommo- 
dation of 1,000 resident pupils, it is expected many students living in 
the vicinity of the school will attend. 

On the 9th of June, 1909, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. John- 
son to Miss Anne EUene Glenn, daughter of Dr. Q. R. Gle^n, president 
of the North Georgia Agricultural College, of Dahlonega, Georgia. Mr. 
and Mrs. Johnson have a fine little son, Albert Richard, who was born 
on the first of February, 1910. 
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